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iMlEFACE. 


'CnKRE are several reasons wliicli have induced tlic Author of ^ 
the ibllowing sheets to give tlie Public sonic account of their 
origin and progress, previously to their coming under its ex-' 
ainination. Tliey are a series of Essays closely connected witli 
one another, and Ayrltteii on a subject, in the examinntion 
which he has at intervals employc'.d liimseli* for a considcra^ 
jiart of his life. Considered separately, each may justly 
termed a whole, and complete in itself; taken togetlier, tP’^'^ 
arc constituent parts of one work. The Author entered on t P^^“ 
inquiry avS early as the year 1750; and it was then that the 
first Chapters of the first Hook were eomjiosed. These 
intended as a sort of groundwork to the whole. And 
judicious Header Avill ])erccive that, in raising the superstrp^ 
ture, he has entirely conformed to the plan there delincati® 
''Phat first outline he sliowcd soon after to several of his f 
quaintance, some of whom are still living. In the year 
it Avas read to a private literary society, of Avhich the Author 
had the lionour to be a member. It Avas a difference in his 
situation at that time, and his connexion Avith the gentlemen of 
that society, some of whom liave since honourably distinguished 
themselves in the republicof letters, that induced him to resume 
a subject which lie had so long laid aside. The three folloAving 
years all the other chapters of that Book, except the third, the 
sixth, and the tenth, which have been but lately added (rather as 
illustrations and confirmations of some parts of the Avork, than 
as essential to it) were composed, and submitted to the judg- 
ment of the same ingenious friends. All that follows on the 
subject of Elocution hath also undergone the same review. 
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Nor has there been any material alteration made on these, or 
any addition to them, except in a few instances of notes, ex- 
amples, and verbal corrections, since they were composed. 

It is also proper to observe here, that since transcribing the 
present Work for the pre«s, a manuscri})t was put into his 
hands by Doctor Beattie,' at the very time that, in order to be 
favoured with the Doctor’s opinion of this performance, the Au- 
thor gave him the first Book for his perusal. Doctor Beattie’s 
Tract is called An Kssaij on Jjauglder uiid Tjudicrous Writing, 
Whilst the Author carefully perused that Essay, it gave him 
a very agreeable surprise to discover that, on a question so 
nice and curious, there should, without any jn'evious communi- 
cation, be so I'emarkable a coincidence of sentiments in every 
thing wherein their subjects coincide. A man must have an 
uncommon confidence in his own faculties (I might have said 
\in his own infallibility) who is not sensibly more satisfied of 
^^e justness of their ])roccdure, especially in abstract matters, 
lie discovers such a concurrence with the ideas and 
soiling of Avriters of discernment. The subject of that 
cc is indeed Laughter in general, with an iiKpiiry into those 
; dities in the object by which it is excited. The investigation 
|iondLicted with the greatest accuracy, and the theory con- 
pied and illustrated by such a variety of pertinent examples, 

' enable us to scrutinize his doctrine on every side, and view 
, 11 almost every possible light, lie does not enter into the 
** ^cific characters whereby wit and humour are discriminated, 
lich arc the chief considerations here. Ills design leads him 
consider rather those particulars wherein they all agree, 
those wherein they differ. He treats of ludicrous objects 
and ludicrous writing, with a view to account for the superior 
copiousness and refinement of modern ridicule. When philo- 
sophical acuteness is happily united with so great richness of 
fancy and mastery in language, the obscurity in which a sub- 
ject was formerly involved vanishes entirely, and a reader 
unacquainted with all other theories and hypotheses can 
hardly be persuaded that there was ever any difficulty in the 
question. Bu^ there is one reason to think, that the world 
will soon be favoured with an opportunity of judging for 
itself, in regard to tiie merits of that performance. 

One reason, though not the only one, which the Author has 
for mentioning the manner wherein the composition of this 
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Work has been conducted, and the tune It has taken, Is, not to 
enhance its value with tlic Public, but to apologize in some 
measure for that inequality in the exceutioii and the style, with 
which he is afraid it will be thought chargeable. It is his pur- 
pose in this Work, on the one lulrd, to exhibit, he docs not 
say, a correct map, but^ a tolerable sketch of the human mind ; 
and, aidfed by the lights which the Poet and the Orator so 
amply furnish, to disclose its secret movements, tracing its prin- 
cipal channels of perception and action, as near as possible, to 
their source: and, on the other hand, from the science of human 
nature, to ascertain with greater precision, the radical principles 
of that art, whose object it is, by the use of languages, to ope- 
rate on the soul of the hearer, in the way of informing, con- 
vincing, phiasing, moving, or persuading. In the prosecution 
of a desmii so extensive, there are two extremes to be shunned. 
One is, too much abstraction in investigating causes; the other, 
too much minuteness in specifying efiects. By the first, the 
perspicuity of a performance may be endangered ; by the 
second, its dignity may be sacrificed. The Author docs not 
flatter himself so far as to imagine that he hath succeeded per- 
fectly in his endeavours to avoid cither extreme. In a work of 
this kind it is impossible that every thing should be alike per- 
spicuous to every reader, or that all the ])arts should be equally 
elevated. Variety in this respect, as well as in others, is 
perliaps, on the whole, mord pleasing and more instructive than 
too scrupulous an uniformity. To the eye the interchange of 
hill and dale beautifies the prospect; and to the ear there is no 
music in inonotony. The Author can truly say, that he has 
endeavoured, as much as he could, in the most abstruse ques- 
tions, to avoid obscurity; and in regard to such of his remarks 
as may be thought too minute and particular, if just, they will 
not, he ho23es, on a re-examination, be deemed of no conse- 
quence. Those may serve to illustrate a general observation, 
which are scarcely worth notice as subjects either of censure or 
of praise. Nor is there any thing in this Book whicli, in his 
opinion, will create even the smallest difficulty to persons accus- 
tomed to inquire into the faculties of the mind. Indeed, the 
much greater part of it will, he is persuaded, heT’^veBto the 
capacity of all those readers (not perhaps the most numerous 
class) vlho think reflection of some use iif reading, and who do 
not read merely with the intention of killing time. 
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He begs leave to add, that though hm subject be Eloq *icc, 
yet, as the nature of his work is didactical, wherein the under- 
standing only is addressed, the style in general admits no higher 
qualities than purity and pcrsj)ieuity. These were therefore 
his highest aim. The ornaments out of place are not 
oidy unbecoming but oironsivc. Nor can any thing be further 
from his thouglits than to pretend an exemption from such 
positive faults in ex])rcssion, as, on the article of Elocution, he 
hlith so freely criticized in the best English authoi’s. He is 
entirely sensibjp, that an impropriety or other negligence in 
style will escape the notice of the writer, which hardly escapes 
that of any body else. Next to the purpose of illustrating the 
principles and canons which he here submits to the judgment 
of the Public, the two following motives weighed must w ith 
the Author in inducing him to use so much freedom in regard 
to the writings of those for whom he has the highest v eneration. 
One is, to show that we ought in writing, as in other things, 
carefully to beware of implicit attachment aqd servile imitation, 
even when they seem to be claimed by ihe most celebrated 
names. Tlie other is, to evince that w'c arc in danger of doing 
great injustice to a work by deciding hastily on its merit from 
a collection of suck oversights. If the critic be rigorous in 
marking whatever is amiss in this w\ay, wdiat author may abide 
the trial? l>ut though such slips arc not to be regarded as 
the sole or even j>rlnclpal test of demerit in literary productions, 
they ought not to be altogether overlooked. Whatever is 
faulty in any degree it were better to avoid. And there arc 
consequences regarding the language in general, as well as the 
success of particular works, which should preserve verbal 
criticism from being considered as beneath the attention of 
any author. An author, so far from having reason to be 
offended, is doubtless obliged to the man who, free from cap- 
tious petulance, candidly points out his errors of what kind 
soever they be. 
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Alu art is founded in sci(3ncc, and the science is of little value which 
does not serve as a foundation to somo’ jA^neticial art. On the most 
sublime of all sciences, thiolotjy and cth'ivs, is built tlie most impor- 
tant of all arts,, fhc art" of livimj. The abstract matheiuatical 
sciences serve as a ground-work to tlie arts of the land-measurer 
and the accountant; and in conjunction with naturiii philosophy, 
including geography am^ astronomy, to those of the architect, the 
navigator, the dialist, and many others. Of what consequence 
anatomy is to surgery, aild tJ»at P^rt of physiology which teaches 
the laws of gravitation and of motion is to tht? artificer, is a matter 
too obvious to need illustration. The general remark might, if 
necessary, be cxemplilied throughout the whole circle of arts, both 
useful and eh^gant. Valuable knowledge, therefore, always leads 
to some practical skill, and is pci-fected in it. On the other hand, 
the practical skill loses much of its beauty and extensive utility, 
wliieU docs not originate in knowledge. There is by consequence 
a natw- between the sciences and the arts, like that which 

subsists between the jiarent and the olfsjiriug. 

I acknowledg(‘, iftdeed that these are sometimes unnaturally 
soparatiMl; and that by the mere influence of example on the one 
hand, and imitation on the other, some jirogi-ess may be made in an 
ai*t, without til# knowledge of the principles from which it sprung. 
l>y tlie lielp of a few rules, which men are taught to use mechani- 
cally, a good practical arithimdieian may be formed, who neither 
knows the reasons on which the ruh'S he works by were first estab- 
lished, nor ever thinks it of any moment to inquire into them. In 
like maiiiK;r, w'^c frequently meet with expert artisans, who are 
ignorant of the six mechanical powers, whicli, though ia the exercise 
of their profession they daily employ, they do not understand tlie 
principles whereby, in any instance, tin? result of their application 
is ascertained. The propagation of the arts may therefore be com- 
pared more justly to that variety which takes place in the vegetable 
kingdom, than to the uniformity which obtains universally in the 
animal woi'ld; for, as to the anomalous race of zoophytes, I do not 
comjirehend them in the number. It is not always necessary that 
the plant spring from the seed, a slip from another plant will often 
answer the purt)Ose. 

There is, liowevcr, a very considerable differeuce in the expectations 
that may justly b» raised from the different methods followed in the 
acquisition of the art. Improvements, unless in extraordinary 
instances of genius and sagacity, arc not to be expected from tliose 
who have acquired all tlieir dexterity from imitation and habit. 
One who has had an education no better than tliat of an ordinary 
mechanic, may prove an excellent manual operator; but it is only 
in the well instructed mechanician that you would expect to find a 
good mechanist. The analogy to vegetation, afcove suggested, holds 
here also. The offset is commonly no more than a mere copy of 
the parent plant. It is from the seed only you can expect, with the 
aid of proper culture, to produce new varieties, and even to make 
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improv'ements on tho species. Expert men/’ says Lord Bacon, 
‘‘ can execute and judge of particulars, one by one; but the general 
counsels, and the plots and marshalling atlairs, come best fromtliose 
that are learned.” • 

Indeed, in almost every art, even as used by mere practitioners, 
there arc certain rules, a.% l^xth been already hinted, which must 
carefully bo followed, and wftch serve the artist instead of principles. 
An acquaintance with tliese is one step, and but one step towards 
science. Thus in the common books of arithmetic, intended solely 
for practice, the rules laid down for the ordiiiary operations, as Ibr 
numeration,, or numerical notation, additioC, subtraction, multipli(;a- 
tion, division, and a few others, which are sufneient for all tho 
purposes of the •accountant, serve instead of principles; and, to a 
siq)erlicial observer, may be thought to supersede the study of any 
thing further. But their utility la'aclies a very little way, com[)ared 
with that which results from tlui knowhMlge of the foundations of 
the art, and of what has been, not unfitly, styled arithmetic inurcrsal. 
It may be justly said that, without some portion of this knowledge, 
the practical rules had nevm- been invTnted. Besides, if by tlu^se 
the particular <iuestions which come exactly witliin the description of 
the rule may bo solved; by the other, such general rules themsidves, 
as serve for the solution of endless particulars, may be discovered. 

The case I own is somewliat ditferent with^hosc arts which are 
entirely ibunded on experiment and obsei‘vati(jn, and are not dcri\Td, 
like pure matluauaties, from abstract and universal axioms. But 
even in thesi?, when we rise from the individnal to tjie species, from 
the species to the genus, and thmice to the most extensive orders and 
classes, we arrive, thougli in a (lilferent way, at the knowledge of 
general truths, which, in a certain sense, are also sidentilie, and 
answer a similar purpose. Our acrpiaintanee with natiii'o and its 
laws is so much extended, that av(^ shall be miabled, in numberless 
cas(^s, not only to aj)ply to tlie most j)rolitahle pui’poscs the knowledge 
we have thus ac’quired, hut to determine belbrehand, with sulfieient 
certainty, the success of every new application. In this progress 
wc are like people who, from a low and narrow bottom, where the 
view is conlined to a few acres, gradually ascend a lofty peak or 
promontory. The |)rospcet is {)erpetually enlarging as wc mount, and 
when wc reacli the summit, tlie boundless horizon, comprehending 
all the variety of sea and land, hill and valley, town and eouutry, 
arable and desert, lies under the eye at once. 

Those who in medicine liave scarcely risen to the discernment of 
any general principles, and have no other directory but the expci i- 
enccs gained in the first and lowest stage, or as it were at the foot 
of the mountain, arc commonly distinguished by the name oi' einpirics. 
Something similar may be said to obtain in the other liberal arts; 
for in all of them more enlargement of mind is necessary than is 
required for tlif^ exercise of those called mechanical. The cha- 
racter directly opposite to the empiric is the visionary; for it is not 
in theology only that there are visionaries. Of tlie two extremes I 
acknowledge that tla^ latter is the worse. The first founds upon facts, 
but the facts are few, and commonly in his reasonings, through 
his imperfect knowledge of the subject, misapplied. The second 
often argues very consequentially from principles which, having 
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no foundation in nature, rfniy justly be denominated tlie illegitimate 
issue of liis own imagination. He in this resembles the man of 
science, that he acts systematically, for there are false as well as 
true theorists, and is inlluenced by certain general propositions, real 
or imaginary. But the ditferenee lies here, tliat in the one they are 
real, in the other imaginary. The sy^t/jth of the one is reared on 
the firm basis of experience, the tlieory of the other is no better 
than a castle in the air. I mention characters only in the extreme, 
heeausc in this manner they are best discriminated. In real life, 
however, any two of these, sometimes all the three, in various pro- 
portions, may b(J found blended in the same person. 

Tlie arts are frecjuently divided into the useful, and tlie jmlite, 
fni(‘, or elegant; for thefeci words are, in tliis application, used 
synonymously. Tliis division is not coincident with that into the 
mc‘chanical and the liberal. Bhysic, navigation, and (lie art of war, 
tiiough properly liberal arts, fall entirely under the denomination of 
the useful; whereas painting and scnlpUire, though rcipiiring a good 
di al of manual labour, and in that ri‘S])cct more nearly related to the 
mechanical, bdoiig to the class denominated elegant. The first 
<1i vision arises [)urely from the consideration of the eml to be attained; 
the second from the consideration of the means to he employed. In 
respect of the end, an art is either useful or elegant; in respect of 
tlie means, it is eithet mechanical or liberal. The true foundation 
of iIk' former (listril)ution is, that certain arts are manifestly and 
ultimately calculated for profit or use; whilst others, on the eou- 
linry, seem to terminate in pleasing. The one supplies a real want, 
the other only gratilies some mental taste. Yet, in strictness, in 
tlio execution of the iisoful arts there is often scope for elegance, 
and the arts called eli'gant arc by no means destitute of use. The 
principal dilli rence is, that use is the direct and avowed purpose of 
the former, whereas it is more latently and indirectly affected by the 
hitter. Uinhir this class arc commonly included, not only the arts 
of the painter and statuary, but those also of the musician and the 
p(K‘t. Elo(juence and architeeture, by which last term is always 
understood more than building merely for accommodation, are to be 
considered as of a mixed nature, wherein utility and beauty have 
almost equal intluenoe. 

The elegant arts, as well as tlic useful, arc founded in experience, 
hut from the dith'rence of their nature there arises a considerable dif- 
ference both in tlieir origin and in their growth. Necessity, the mother 
of invention, driv es men, in the earliest state of society, to the study 
and cultivation of the useful arts; it is always leisure and abundance 
which lead men to seek gratifications no way conducive to the pre- 
servation either of the individual or of the species. Tlie elegant 
arts, therefore, are doubtless to be considered as the younger sisters. 
The progress of the former towards perfection is, however, much 
slower tlian that of the latter. Indeed, with regaref to the first, it is 
impossible to say, as to several arts, what is the perfection of the 
art ; since we are incapable of conceiving how far the united discern- 
ment and industry of men, properly applied, may y et carry them. 

For some centuries backwards, the men of every age have made 
great and unexpected improvements on the labours of their predeces- 
sors. And it is very probable that the subsequent ago will produce 
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discoveries and acquisitions, which we of this age are as little capable 
of foreseeing, as those who preceded us in the last century were 
capable of conjecturing the progress that would be made in the 
present. The case is not entirely similar in the fine arts. These, 
though later in their appearing, are more rapid in their advance- 
ment. There may, indeeu^.be in these a degree of perfection beyond 
what we have experienced; but we have some conception of the very 
utmost to which it can proceed. For iifstance, where resemblance 
is the object, as in a pi<*ture or statue, a perfect conformity to its 
arehety[)e is a thing at least conceivably. In like manner, the ut- 
most pleasure of wliich the imagination is susceptible, by a poetical 
narrative or exhibition, is a thing, in my judgment, not inconceivable. 
We Britons, for example, do, by imnvjnse degrees, excel the ancient 
Greeks in the arts of navigation and shi])-building; and how much 
further we may still excel them in these, by means of discoveries 
and improvements yet to be made, it would be the greatest })ro- 
sumption in any man to say. But as it requires not a prophetic 
spirit to discover, it implies no presiimjition to affirm, that we shall 
never excel them so far in poetry and eloquence, if ever in these 
respects we come to equal them. The same tiling might probably 
be affirmed in regard to painting, scul|)tiire, and music, if we had 
here as ample a fund of materials for forming a comparison. 

But let it be observed, that the remarks now mad(*. regard only 
the advancement of the arts themselves; for though the useful are 
of slower growth than the other, and their utmost perfection cannot 
always he so easily ascertained, yet the acquisition of any one of 
them by a learner in t!ie perfection whieli it has readied at the time, 
is a much easier matter tlian the acquisition of any of the elegant arts; 
— besides that the latter require much more of a certain happy 
combination in tlie original frame of spirit, commonly called genius, 
than is necessary to the other. 

Let it be observed further, that as the gratification of taste is the 
immediate object of the fine arts, their effect is in a manner in- 
stantaneous, and the quality of any new production in these is 
immediately judged by every body; for all have in them some 
rudiments of taste, though in sonic tliey arc improved by a good, 
in others corrupted by a bad education, and in others almost 
suppressed by a total want of education. In the useful arts, on 
the contrary, as more time and experience are requisite for dis- 
covering the means by wliich our accommodation is eficcted, so it 
generally requires examination, time, and trial, that we may be 
satisfied of the fitness of the work for the end proposed. In these 
wc are not near so apt to consider ourselves as judges, unless we be 
either artists, or accustomed to employ and examine the work of 
artists in that particular profession. 

I mentioned, some arts that have their fundamental principles in 
the abstract sciences of geometry and arithmetic, and some in the 
doctrine of gravitation and motion. There are others, as the 
medical and chirurgical arts, which require a still broader founda- 
tion of science and^anatomy, the animal economy, natural history, 
diseases, and remedies. — Those arts which, like poetry, are purely 
to be ranked among the elegant, as their end is attained by an 
accommodation to some internal taste, so the springs by which 
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nlone they can be regulated must be sought for in the nature of the 
human mind, and more especially in the principles of the imagina- 
tion. It is also in the human mind that we must investigate tlie 
source of some of the useful arts. Logic, whose end is tlie discovery 
of truth, is founded in the doctrine of tlie understanding : and ethics 
(under which may be comprehended ec<u\omics, politics, and juris- 
prudence) are founded in that of the Aviffw 

This was the idea of Lord Verulam,^ perhaps the most com- 
prehensive genius in philosophy that has appeared in modern times. 
But these are not the only arts which have their foundation in the 
science of human nature, v Grammar too, in its general principles, 
has a close connexion with the understanding, and the theory of the 
association of ideas. , 

But there is no art whatever that hath so close a connexion with 
all the faculties and powers of tlie mind, as eloquence, or the art of 
speaking, in the extensive sen*se in whicli I employ the term. For 
in the first place, that it ought to be ranked among the polite or 
fine arts, is manifest from tbis, that in all its exertions, with little 
or no exception, (as will apjiear afterwards,) it requires the aid of 
the imagination. Thereby it not only pleases, but by pleasing 
commands attention, rouses the passions, and often at last subdues 
the most stubborn resolution. It is also a useful art. This is 
certainly the case if ^hc power of speech be a useful fi\culty, as it 
professedly teaches us how to employ that faculty with the greatest 
probability of success. Fnribcr, if the logicjil art, and the ethical, 
be useful, eloquence is useful, as it instructs us how these arts must 
be applied for the conviction and the persuasion of others. It is 
indeed the grand art of communication, not of ideas only, but of 
sentiments, passions, dispositions, and purposes. Nay, without this, 
the greatest talents, even wisdom itself, lose much of their lustre, 
and still more of their usefulness. “ The wise in heart,"’ saith 
Solomon, “ shall be called prudent, but the sweetness of the lips 
increaseth learning.”^ By the former a man’s own conduct may 
be well regulated, but the latter is absolutely necessary for diffusing 
valuable knowledge, and enforcing right rules of action upon others. 

Poetry indeed is properly no other than a particular mode or 
form of certain branches of oratory. But of this more afterwards. 
Suffice it only to remark at present, that the direct end of the 
former, whether to delight the fancy as in epic, or to move the 
passions as in tragedy, is avowedly in part the aim, and sometimes 
the immediate and proposed aim, of the orator. The same medium, 
language, is made use of; the same general rules of composition, in 
narration, description, argumentation, arc observed ; and the same 
tropes and figures, either for beautifying or for invigorating the 
diction, are employed by both. In i-egard to versification, it is 

1 Doctrina circa infellectum, atque ilia altera circa volimtnfem hominis, in 
natalibus suis tanquam gemellas sunt. Etenim illumiftationis puritan ot arbitrii 
lihertas simul inceperunt, simul corruerunt. Neqiie datur in iiniversitate 
rerum tarn intima sympathia quam ilia Veri et JBoni. — Veniinus jam ad 
doctrinam circa usum et objecta facultatiim animro humana.\ Ilia duas 

habet partes easque notissimas, et consensu receptas, Ligicam et Efhicnm. 

Logica de intellectu et ratione: Ethica de voluntate, appetitu, et affectibus 
disserit. Altera decreta, altera actiones progignit. Be Aug. Sci.l. v., e* 1 , 

2 Prov. xvi. 21. 
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more to be considered as an appendage, tlian as a constituent of 
poetry. In tliis lies what may be called the more mcKdiaiiical part 
of the poet’s work, being at most but a sort of garnishing, and by 
far too unessential to give a'designation to the kind. This parti- 
cularity in form, to adopt an expression of the naturalists, con- 
stitutes .only variety, and^iot a diflerent species. 

Ndw, though a eonsid(‘r?ible proficiency in the practice of tlie ora- 
torical art may be easily and almost naturally attained, by one in 
whom clearness of apj>rehension is happily united with sensibility 
of taste, fertility of imagination, and a certain readiness in language, 
a more thorough investigation of the lat:nt energies, if I may thus 
express myself, whereby the instruments employed by elo([uencc pro- 
duce their cfFebt upon the liearers, \y ill servo considerably both to 
improve the taste, and to enricli the hiney. By the former cflect 
wc learn to amend and avoid faults in com})osing and s])eaking, 
against wliieh the best nattiral but uueullivated 2 )arts give no secu- 
rity; and by the latter, the proper mediums are suggested, whereby 
the necessary aids of topics, arguments, illustrations, and motives, 
may be ju'oeured. Besides, this study, pro])C‘rly conducted, leads 
directly to an acquaintance with ourselves; it not only traces tlu' 
operations of the intellect and imagination, hut discloses tlie lurking 
springs of action in the lieart. In tliis view it is perliaps tlie sui’est 
and the shortest, vUS well as the pleasantest v ay of arriving at tin; 
science of the liunian mind. It is as an humble atfenqit to h'ad llu* 
mind of the studious impiirer into this tract, that the following sheets 
are now submitted to the examination of the ])iiblic. 

When we consider the manner in wliieh the rhetorical art hath 
arisen, and been treatcMl in the scliools, we must he sensible that in 
this, as in the imitative arts, the first liandle has been given to 
criticism by actual pc‘rformane(^s in the art. Tlio princijilcs of our 
nature will, without the aid of any previous and formal instiaiction, 
sulliciently account for the first attempts. As speakers existed 
before grammarians, and reasoners belbrc logicians, so douhllijss 
there were orators before there wore rhetoricians, and poets befon' 
critics. Tiie first impulse towards the attainment of every art is 
Nature. The earliest assistance and direction that can he obtained 
in the rhetorical art, by which men operate on the minds of others, 
arises from the consciousness a man has of what operates on his 
own mind, aided by the sympathetic ieelings, and by that practical 
experience of mankind, which individuals, even in the rudest state 
of society, are capable of acquiring. The next step is to observe 
and discriminate, by proper appellations, the different attempts, 
whether modes of arguing, or forms of speech, that liavc been em- 
ployed for the purposes of explaining, convincing, pleasing, moving, 
and persuading. 1 lore we have the beginnings of the critical science. 
The third step is to compare, with diligence, the various effects, 
favourable or mifav#urable, of those attempts, carefully taking into 
consideration every attendant circumstance by which the success 
appears to have been influenced, and by which one may be enabled 
to discover to what particular purpose each attempt is adapted, and 
in what circumstances only to be used. The fourth and last is to 
canvass those principles in our nature to which the various attempts 
are adajited, and by which, in any instance, their success or want 
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of success may be accounted for. By the first step tlie critic is sup- 
plied witli materials. By the second, the materials are distriliuted 
and classed, the {‘orins of argument, the tropes and figures of' speeeli, 
with their divisions and subdivisions, *are explained. By the third, 
the rules of composition are discovered, or the method of combining 
and disposing the several materials, so ^^that they may be perfectly 
adapted to the end in view. By tlie fouVtli, we arrive at that know- 
ledge of human nature wliieh, besides its other advantages, adds 
both Aveiglit and evidence to all precedent discoveries and rules. 

The S(H*ond of the steps above mentioned, wbieli, by the wa>^ is 
the first of the rlietoricia art, for all that precedes is ])roporly suj)- 
plied by Nature, apjicarcd to tlie antlior of lludibras the utmost 
pitcli that had even to lifs li;ne been attained : 

For all a rln'toririan’s rules 

Tearli iiotliiiji;- but to name Ids tools. ^ 

In Ibis, however, the inattiM* lias been exaggerated by tlie satirist- 
Considerable jirogress had been made by the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, in devising the proiier rul(‘S of composition, not only the 
two sorts of poi‘sy, e[ue and dramatic, but also in the three sorts of 
orations which were in most frequent use among them, the delibera- 
tive, tlie judiciary, and the demonstrative. And I must acknow- 
ledge that, as far as I have been able to discoviu', there lias Ixam 
little or no impro\*emcnt in this respect imuh^ by the moderns. 
The observations and rules transmitted to us from these distinguish- 
ed names in the learned world, Aristotle, Cicero, and Quintilian, 
have been for the most part only translated by later critics, or put 
into a modisli dress and new arrangement. And as to the fourth 
and last step, it may be said to bring us into a new country, of 
which, though there liave been some successful incursions occa- 
sionally made upon its f'rontiers, we arc not yet in full possession. 

The performance wbicli, of all those I liappen to be acquainted 
with, sterns to have advanced farthest in this way, is the Elemnifs 
of Crilicisoi. But the suhj(‘ct ot the learned and ingenious author 
of that work is rather too multifarious to admit so narrow a scrutiny 
as tvould be necessary for a perfect knoAvledgc of the, several parts. 
Rv'ery thing that is an object of taste, sculpture^ rnusic^ 

architectHrv, and gardenimj, as well as jwvtnj and eloquence, come 
within his plan. On tlie other band, though liis subject be more mul- 
tiform, it is, in respect of its connexion with flie mind, less extensive 
than that here proposed. All those particular arts are examined only 
on that side wherein there is found pretty considerable coincidence 
with one another; namely, as objects of taste, wliich, by exciting senti- 
ments of grandeur, beauty, novelty, and the like, are calculated to de- 
light the imagination. In this view, eloquence comes no further under 
consideration, tlian as a fine art, and adapted, like the others above 
mentioned, to please the fancy, and to move the passions. But to treat 
it also as a useful art, and closely connected with understanding 
and the will, would liave led to a discussion foreign to his purpose. 

lam aware that, from the deduction given above, it maybe urged, 
that the fact, as here represented, seems to tub vert the principle 
formerly laid down, and that as practice in the art has given the 
first scope for criticism, the former cannot justly be considered as 
5 Part i. Canto 1. 
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deriving light. and direction from the latter; that, on tho contrary, 
the latter ought -to t>o regarded as merely affording a sort of intel- 
lectual entertainment to speculative men. It may he said that tliis 
science, however entertaining, as it must derive all its light and 
information from the actual exam])les in the art, can never in return 
be subservient to the art, which alone it has received what- 
ever it has to bestow. This objection, however specious, will not 
bear a near examination. For let it be observed, that though in all 
the arts the first rough drafts, or imperfect attempts, that arc made, 
jjrecede every thing that can be termed criticism, they do not j)recede 
every thing that can he termed knowlecige, which every human 
creature that is not an idiot, is every day from his birth acquiring 
by experience and observation. This knowledge must o(‘ necessity 
precede even those rudest and earliest essays; and if, in the im- 
perfect and indigested state in Avhieh knowledge must always be 
found in the mind that is rather self-taught than totally untaught, 
it deserves not to be dignified with the title of Science, neither does 
the first awkward attempt in practice nuirit to be honoured with 
the name of Art. As is the one, such is the other. It is enough 
for my purpose that something must he known, before any thing in 
this way, with a view to an end, can be undertaken to be done. 

At the same time it is acknowledged, that as man is much 
more an active than a contemplative being, and as gcnei’ally there 
is some view to action, especially in nncultivatc<l minds, in all their 
observations and inquiries, it cannot be doubted that, in composition, 
the first attempts would be in the art, and that afterwards, from the 
comparison of different attempts with one another, and the considera- 
tion of the success with w'hieh they had been severally attended, 
would arise gradually the rules of criticism. Nor can it, on the 
other hand, be [ileadcd with any ap])earancc of truth, that observa- 
tions derived from the productions ol* an art can he of no service 
for the improvement of that art, and conse([uently of no benefit to 
future artists. On the contrary, it is tlius tJnit every art, liberal 
or mechanical, elegant or useful, except those founded in pure 
mathematics, advances towards perfection. From observing similar 
but different attempts and experiments, and from comparing their 
effects, general remarks are made, Avhicli serve as so many rifles for 
directing future practice; and from comparing sucli general remarks 
together, others still more general are deduced. A few individual 
instances serve as a foundation to those observations, which, when 
once sufficiently established, exhmd their influence to instances in- 
numerable. It is in this way tliat, on experiments comparatively 
few, all the physiological sciences have been reared ; it is in tliis 
way that those compreliensive truths were first discovered, which 
have had such an unlimited influence on the most important arts, 
and given man so vast a dominion over the elements, and even the 
most refractory powers of nature. It is evident, therefore, that tho 
artist and the critic are reciprocally subservient, and the particular 
province of each is greatly improved by the assistance of the other. 

But it is not nece^j^aryhcrc to enter further into this subject; what 
I shall have occasion afterwards to advance on tho acquisition of ex- 
perience, and the maimer of using it, will be a sufficient illustration. 
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BOOK I. 

THE NATUllE AND FOUNDATIONS OF ELOQUENCE. 

CHAPTER I. 

Eloquence in the lavifest acceptation defined^ its more general 
forms cd'hihitcdj with iheir dijjerent objects^ endsj uiid 
characters. 

In there always some end proposed, or sonic effect 

which tlie speaker intends to produce on the hearer. Tlic 
word cloqnence in its greatest latitude denotes, ddiat art or 
talent by wliich the discourse is adapted to its end*.” 

All tlic ends of st)oaking arc reducible to four; every speech 
being intended to enlighten the understanding, to please the 
imagination, to move the passions, or to influence the will. 

Any one discourse admits only one of these ends as the 
principal. Nevertheless, in discoursing on a sidjjcct, many 
things may be introduced, Avhich arc more immediately and 
apparently directed to some of the other ends of speaking, and 
not to that which is the chief intent of the wliulc. J3ut then 
these other and immediate ends are in eflect but means, and 
must be rendered conducive to that which is the primary im 
tention. Accordingly, the propriety or the impropriety of the 
introduction of such secondary ends, avIII always be inferred 
from their subserviency or want of subserviency to that end, 
which is, in respect of them, the ultimate. For example, a 
discourse addressed to the understanding, and calculated to 
illustrate or evince some point purely speculative, may borrow 
aid from the imagination, and admit metaphor and comparison, 
but not the bolder and mox^c striking figures, as that called 

' Dicoro socunduin virtutem orationis. Scientiabono dicendi.” Qiiintiliati 
Tho wopl eloquence-) in common conversation, is seldom used in such a om- 
prohonsivo sense. 1 have, however, made choice of this delinition n a 
double account ; 1 st. It exactly corresponds to Tally’s idea of a perfect on lor ; 
“ Optimus est orator qui dicendo aiiimos audientium doeet, et delectii t, et 
permovet.” 2dly. It is best adapted to the subject of these papers. Seo 
the note on page 4. 

B 
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vision or fiction^, prosopopoeia, and the like, which are not so 
much intended to elucidate a subject, as to excite admiration. 
Still less will it admit an address to the passions, which, as it 
never fails to disturb the Operation of the intellectual faculty, 
must be regarded by every intelligent hearer as foreign at least, 
if not insidious. It isVbvious, that cither of these, far from 
being subservient to thchnain design, would distract the atten- 
tion from it. 

There is indeed one kind of address to the understanding, 
and only one, whicli, it may not be improper to observe, dis- 
dains all assistance whatever from the fancy. The address 1 
mean is matliematical demonstration. As this does not, like 
moral reasoning, admit degrees of evidence, its ])erfection, in 
point of clocpience, if so uncommon an a])j)licatlon of the term 
may be allowed, consists in persj^icuity. Perspicuity liere re- 
sults entirely from propriety and simplicity of dicition, and from 
accuracy of method, whei’c the mind is regularly, step by step, 
conducted forwards in the same track, the attention no waiy 
diverted, Jiothing left to be supplied, no one unnecessary w ord 
or idea introduced^. On tlie contrary, an liarangm? framed for 
affecting the hearts or intluenciiig the resolves of an assembly, 
needs greatly the assistance both of intellccl and of imagination. 

In general it may be asserted, that each precediiig species, in 
the order above exhibited, is preparatory to the su))se([ucnt; 
that each subse(pient spedcs is Ibunded on the preceding; and 
that thus they ascend in a regular progn'ssion. Knowledge, 
the object of the intellect, iiirnishcth materials lor the fancy; 
the fancy culls, com})ounds, and, by her mimic art, disposes 
these materials so as to affect the passions; the ])assions arc 
the natural sj)urs to volition or action, and so need only to be 
right directed. This connexion and dependency wall better 
appear from the following observations. 

When a speaker addresseth himself to the understanding, he 
proposes the instruction of his hearers, and that, cither by ex- 
plaining some doctrine unknown, or not distinctly compre- 
hended by them, or by proving some position disbelieved or 
doubted by them. — In other words, he proposes either to 
dispel ignorance or to vancpiish error. In the one, liis aim is 
their information; in the other, their conviction. Accordingly 
the predominant (j[uality of the former is perspicuifij ; of the 

2 By vision or fiction is understood, tliat rhetorical figure of which Quin- 
tilian says, Quas <pa)iTa<ria<; Gracci vocant, nos sane r/’AiOwc.v appellamus, per 
quas imagines rerum absentium ita reprmscntaiitur animo, ut eas eei’iii'ro 
oculis ac pra3sent-:'s habere videamur.” 

3 Of this kind Euelid hath given us the most perfect models, which have 
not, I think, boon sufficiently imitated by later mathematicians. In him you 
find the exaetest arrangement inviolably observed, the properest and sim- 
plest, and by consequeneo the plainest expressions eonstantly used, nothing 
deficient, nothing superfluous ; in brief, nothing which in more, or fewer, or 
other words, or words otherwise disposed, could have been better expressed. 
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latter, argument. By that we are made to know, by this to 
believe. 

The imagination Is addressed by exhibiting to it a lively and 
beautiful representation of a suitabfe ob ject. As in this exlil- 
bition, the task of the orator may, in some sort, be said, like 
that of the painter, to consist in imitation, the merit of the 
work results entirely from these two sources; dignity, as well 
in tlie subject or thing iftiitated, as in the manner of imitation; 
and resemblance, in tlie portrait or performance. Now the 
princi])al scope for this class being in narration and description, 
poetry, which is one mode of oratory, especially epic poetry, 
must be ranked under it. Tlie elfect of the drmnatic, at least 
of tragedy, being upon the passions, the drama falls under 
another specfies, to be explained afterwards. lUit that kind of 
address of which I am now treating, atttiins the summit of per- 
fection in the snhlhne^ or those great and noble images, which, 
when in suitable colouring presented to the mind, do, as it 
were, distemd the imagination with some vast conception, and 
quite ravish the soul. 

'Jlie sublime, it may be urged, as it raiseth admiration, should 
be considered as one s])ccies of address to the passions. But 
this objection, when examined, will appear superficial. ^There 
arc few words in any language (particularly such as relate to 
the operations and feelings of the mind) w Inch are strictly uni- 
vocal. Thus admiration, when |)ersons ai*e the object, is com- 
monly used for a high (legrec of esteem; but when otherwise 
apjdicd, it denotes solely an internal taste. It is tlnit pleasur- 
able sensation which instantly ariseth on the perception of 
magnitude, or of whatever is great and stupendous in its kind. 
For there is a greatness in the degrees of quality in spiritual 
subjects, analagous to that which subsists in the degrees of 
quantity in material things. A(‘Cordingly, in all tongues, per- 
haps without cxce[)ti{)n, the ordinary terms, which are con- 
sidered as literally expressive of the latter, are also used pro- 
miscuously to denote the former. Now admiration, when thus 
applied, doth not require to its production, as the passions 
generally do, any reflex view of motives or tendencies, or of 
any relation cither to private interest, or to the good of others; . 
and ought therefore to be numbered among those original 
feelings of the mind, which are denominated by some the 
reflex senses, being of the same class with a taste for beauty, 
an ear for music, or our moral sentiments. Now, the imme- 
diate view of whatever is directed to the imagination (whether 
the subject be things inanimate or animal fSrms, whether 
characters, actions, incidents, or manner, terminates in the 
gratification of some internal taste: as a taste for the won- 
derful, the fair, the good; for elegance, fee novelty, or for 
grandeur. 

But it Is evident, that this creative faculty, the fancy, fre- 
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quently lends her aid in promotini*; still nobler ends. From 
her exuberant stores most ol‘ those troj)CS and figure's are ex- 
tracted, which, when properly cm[)loyed, have such a mar- 
vellous cflficacy in rousing '’the ])assion8, and by some secret, 
sudden, and inexplicable association, awakening all the ten- 
derest emotions of the li\^aH. In this case, tlie address of the 
orator is not ultimatc'ly intiaided to astonish by (he lofliness of 
his images, or to delight by the beauteous resemblance which 
his painting bears to nature; nay, it will not [)ermit the hearers 
even a moment’s leisure for making tl>e comparison, but as it 
were by some magical spell, hui*rics them, c'rc they are aware, 
into love, pity-, grief, terror, desire, aversion, fury, or hatred. 
It therefore assumes the denomination oi' paih die \ which is the 
characteristic of the third species of discourse, that addressed 
to the |)assions. 

Finally, as that kind, the most com[)l('\ of all, ^vhich is 
calculated to influence the will, and p(u\suad(', (o a certain con- 
diud, is in reality an artful mixture of that which proposes to 
convince the judgment, and that which interests the ])assions, 
its distinguished excellency results 1‘rom these two, the argu- 
mentative and the ])athctic incorporated together, d'hesc acting' 
with ufiitcd force, and, if I may so express niyself, in conc('rt, 
constitute that passionate eviction, that reJteineure ol contcjjtion, 
which is admirably fitted fur ])('rsuasion, and hath always bc'cn 
regarded as the supreme qualification in an orator ^ It is this 

^ 1 nm s<>TisiIi]c dial this word is coioiiioidy used in a nioro liniiU'd sons(', 
for that which only excites eoniniiseration. Perhaps tin' \v(.)rd (nipassioiicil 
would aiiswi r hetti'r. 

'J'his animated rt'usoninj;’ tin* (U'iM'k rhottn-iclans tenm d Seivornc, which 
from si;;iufvint;' tin; jn'ineipal ('xeelloney in an orator, earm' at l('nyth to do- 
iiote oratory itsolf’. And as volionn'iiei* and ('lo^jnenee ln'('ann‘ synonymons, 
the latter, suitably to this way of tluukiui;', was sonnliine.s ({('fined t In* o/ / o/’ 
persuasion. Untthat this definition is (lofceti v(‘, apjX'ars ('Vcii from tln'ir own 
writin<>s, sinoc in a eonsistoncy wifh if, fln'ir idn'torics conld not have com ■ 
prehended those orations enllod </enunisfn(flr(\ the desi;^n of w hieh was not to 
porsuad(* hut to ])lease. Vet it is easy to dis(‘over the origin of this defect, 
aud that both from the uaturc* of tin* fhiu”’, and fVom tlu* customs Avhieh ob- 
tained anion'4' both Greeks aud Romans, first, from tin* nature of tlu* thine;, 
for to persuade j)resup[)ose.s in some dei;r(;e, and tln'reforc may ho undei*- 
stood to iiujdy, all the otln r talents of an orator, to enliy;hten, to evince, fo 
.paint, to astoidsh, to inllaine ; but this doth not hold invers(‘ly ; one may (ex- 
plain W'ifh elearm'ss, andprov(* wilh ('iier^y, who is ineapablehf the sid)iinn*, 
the pathetic, and the v(‘h(‘inent : I'csides, tliis ])ovv(*r of [x'rsuasion, or, as Gieero 
calls it, “ Posse voluntates homiiuim impelh'ix* quo A^elis, unde veils, d(*du- 
cere,” as it makes a man master of his lieai-ers, is the most eonsiderahio in 
respect of conse(fuenees. ' Secondly, from ancient customs. All their public 
orations were ranked under thia*o elass(*,s, flie demousf rativ(', the judiciary, 
and the deliberative. In the two last it w as impossible to rise to eminence, 
without that important talent, tlu* powmr of jx'rsuasion. These W(*re in 
much more fVe(iuont use than the first, aud withal the surest means of ad- 
vancing both the fortune and the fame of the orator; for as on the judiciary 
the lives and estates of private persons depended, on the deliberative hun^,- 
the resolves of sonatfes, the fafe of kinj[;-doins, nay, of the most renowned 
republics the Avorld over knew. Consf'quently, to (;xeel in th(*se, must liave 
been tin; direct road to riches, honours, and preferment. No wonder, then, 
that persuasion should almost wholly engross the rhetorician’s notice. 
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Avliich l)on7\s down evciy obstacle, and procures the spcaher 
an irresistil)le ])()\vcr over the thoughts and purposes of his 
audience. It is this whi(ih hath Ueen so justly cc^lebrated as 
giving one inan an ascendant over otlicrs, superior even to what 
despotism itvselfcaii bestow; since by^tbe latter the more ignoble 
pail only, the body and its ineinbcrs enslaved; whereas from 
tin; dominion of the former, nothing is exempted, neither judg- 
ment nor affection, not even the inmost recesses, the most latent 
movements of the soul. What opposition is he not prepared 
to compier, on whose aVnis reason hath conferred solidity and 
weight, and passion such a sharjmess as enables them, in de- 
fiance of every obstrucfioiv, to open a speedy passage to the 
heart? 

It is not, howe^'el•, everykind of pathos, which will give the 
orator so great an ascendancy over the minds of bis hearers. 
All passions are not alike capable of jiroducing this effect. 
Souk; an‘ naturally inert and torjiid; they dej(;ct the mind, and 
indis])ose it (or ent(a-[)rise. Of this kind are sorrow, fear, 
sbaim‘, humility. Others, on the contrary, elevate the soul, 
and stimidate to action. Such arc h()[)c, patriotism, ambition, 
enmlatioii, angm*. ^Jliesc, with the gnaitest facility, arc made 
to coinair in direction with argimieiits exciting to resolution 
and activity: and are, conse(|ueutly, tlui fittest for producing, 
what for want of a better term in onr language, 1 shall hence- 
forth dcaiomiiiate the veheni<>nt. There is, besides, an inter- 
mediate kind of ])assions, which do not so congenially and 
directly either restrain ns from acting, or incite us to act; but, 
by the art of tlui s[)cakcr, (‘an, in an ol)li(pic manner, be made 
conducive to either. Siudi are joy, love, esteem, compassion. 
iS'everthcless, all these kinds may find a place in suasory dis- 
courses, or siudi as arc intended to operate on the will. The 
first is propercst for dissuading; the second, as hath been 
already hinted, for persuading; the third is ecpially accom- 
modated to both. 

(Inided by the above reflections, avc may easily trace tliat 
connexion in the various forms (jf elocpiencc, which was re- 
marked on, distinguishing them by their several objects. The 
imagination is ehariiuHl by a finished ])icture, wherein even 
drapery and ornament arc not neglected; for here the end is 
pleasure. Would we penetrate further, and agitate the soul, 
Ave must exhibit only sonic vivid strokes, some expressive 
features, not decorated as for shoAV (all ostentation being both 
(lcspi(Aable and luirtfiil here), but such as appear the natm*al 
exposition of those bright and deep impressions, made by the 
subject upon the speaker’s mind; for here the end is not 
pleasure, hut einotiou. Would we not only^ touch the heart, 
but win it entirely to co-opei'ato Avith our vicAVS, those affecting 
lineaments must be so interwoven with our argument, as that, 
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from the passion excited our reasoning may derive importance, 
and so be fitted for commanding attention; and by the justness 
of the reasoning the passion may be more deeply rooted and 
enforced; and that thus botli may be made to conspire in 
effectuating that persuasion which is the end proposed. For 
here, if I may adopt the schoolmen’s language, we do nOt 
argue to gain barely the assent of rfie understanding, but, 
which is infinitely more important, the consent of the will®. 

To prevent mistakes, it will not be beside my purpose 
further to remark, that several of th(3 terms above explained 
are sometimes used by rhetoricians and critics in a much 
larger and more vague significatioi., than has been given them 
here. Sublimity and vehemence, in particular, are often con- 
founded, the latter being considere'd as a species of the former. 
In this manner has this subject been treated by that great 
master Longinus, whose acceptation of the tenn sublime is 
extremely indefinite, importing an eminent degree of almost 
any excellence of speech, of whatever kind. Doubtless, if 
things themselves be understood, it docs not seem material 
what names arc assigned them. Yet it is both more accurate, 
and proves no inconsiderable aid to the riglit understanding of 
things, to discriminate by different signs such as are truly 
different. And that the two qualities above mentioned are of 
this number is undeniable, since we can produce passages full 
of vehemence, wherein no image is presented, which, with any 
propriety, can be termed great or sublime^. In matters of 
criticism, as in the abstract sciences, it is of the utmost conse- 
quence to ascertain, with precision, the meanings of words, 

® This subordination is boautiliilly and concisely expressed by Horsan in 
Kollin, “ Je conelus qiic la veritable eloquence ost celle qui persuade; qu’olle 
ne persuade ordinairement qu’eii toucliant; qu’eHo ne touche quo par dcs 
chosos et i)ar dos idees palpables.” 

7 For an instance of this, let that of Cicero against Antony suffice. “ Tu 
istis faucibus, istis lateribus, ista gladiatoria totius corporis firmitate, tantum 
vini in Uippiic nuptiis exhauseras, ut tibi necesse esset in populi Romani 
conspectu voinere postridie. O rem non modo visu foedam, sed etiam auditu I 
Si hoc tibi inter c<jenain, in tuis immanibus illis poculis accidisset, quis non 
turpe duceret? In coetu vero populi Romani, negotium publicum gerens, 
magister equitum, cui ructare turpe esset, is vomens, Irustis esculentis vinum 
redolcntibus gremium suum et totum tribunal implevit.” Here the vivacity 
of the address, in turning from the audience to the person declaimed against, 
the energy of the expressions, the repetition, exclamation, interrogation, and 
climax of aggravating circumstances, accumulated with rapidity upon one 
another, display in the strongest light the turpitude of the action, and thus 
at once convince the judgment and fire the indignation. It is therefore justly 
styled vehement. But what is the image it presents? The reverse in every 
respect of the suKime ; what, instead ofgazing on with admiration, we should 
avert our eyes from with abhorrence. For, however it might pass in a Roman 
senate, I question whether Ciceronian eloquence itself could excuse the utter- 
ing of such things in any modern assembly, not to say a polite one. With 
vernacular expressions, answering to these, ** vomere, ructare, frustis escu- 
lentis vinum redolentibus/' our more delicate ears would be immoderately 
shocked. In a case of this kind the more lively the picture is, so much the 
more abominable it is. 
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and, as nearly as the genius of the language in which one 
writes will permit, to make them correspond to the boundaries 
assigned by Nature to the things signified. That the lofty and 
the vehement, though still distinguishable, are sometimes com- 
bined, and act with united force, is not to be denied. It is 
then only that the orator can be said to fight with weapons 
which are at once shaj’p, massive, and refulgent, which, like 
heaven’s artillery, dazzle while they strike, which overpower 
the sight and the heart at the same instant. How admirably 
do the two forenameef* qualities, when happily blended, cor- 
respond in the rational, to the thunder and lightning in the 
natural world, which arfi not more awfully majestical in sound 
and aspect, than irresistible in power®. 

Thus mucli shall suffice for explaining the spirit, the intent, 
and the distinguishing qualities of each of the forementioned 
sorts of address; all of which agree in this, an accommodation 
to affairs of a serious and important nature. 

^ A noted passage in Cicrero’s oration for Cornelius Balbiis will serve as an 
example ofthe union of sublimity with vehemonee. Speaking of Pompey, who 
had rewarded the valour and public services of our orator’s client, by making 
him a Roman citizen, In^says, “ IJtrum enim inscientem vuHis contra feedera 
fccisse, an scientoin V Si scientem, O nomen nostri imperii, O populi Romani 
(‘xcelUiiis dignitas, O (hieii Pompeii sic late longeque diffusa laus, ut ejus 
glorifc domicilium communis imperii finibus terrninotur : O nationes, urbes, 
populi, reges, tetrarclne, tyrauni, testes Cnoii Pompeii non solum virtutis in 
hello, sed etiam roligionis in pace : vos denicpie mufm regiones imploro, et 
sola terrarum ultimaruin, vos maria, portiis, insulae, littoraque* ; quie est cniin 
ora, quae sedes, qui locus, in quo non extent hu jus cum fortitudinis, turn vero hu- 
manitatis,tumanimi,tumconsilii,impressa vestigia! Huncquisquamincredibili 
quadam atcjiie inaudita gravitate, virtute, constantia praeditum feeder a scientem 
neglexisse, violasse, rupisse, dicere audebit?” Here every thing conspires 
to aggrandize the hero, and exalt him to something more than mortal in the 
minds of the auditory ; at the same time, every thing inspires the most perfect 
veneration for his character, and the most entire confidence in his integrity 
and judgment. The n hole world is exhibited as no more than a sufficient 
theatre for such a superior genius to act upon. How noble is the idea! All 
the nations and potentates of the earth are, in a manner, produced as witnesses 
of his valour and liis truth. Thus the orator at once fills the imagination 
with the immensity of the object, kindles in the breast an ardour of affection 
and gratitude, and, by so many accumulated evidences, convinces the under- 
standing, and silences every doubt. Accordingly, the effect which the words 
above quoted, and some other things advanced in relation to the same per- 
sonage, had upon the audience, as we learn from Quintilian, was quite 
extraordinary. They extorted from them such demonstrations of their 
applause and admiration, as he acknowledges to have been but ill-suited to 
the place and the occasion. Ho excuses it, however, because ho considers 
it, not as a voluntary, but as a necessary consequence of the impression made 
upon the minds of the people. His words are remarkable, “ Atqueego illos 
credo qui aderant, nec sensisse quid facerent, nec sponte judicioque plausisse; 
sed velut niente oaptos, et quo essentin locoignaros, erupissein hunc volun- 
tatis affectum,” lib. viii. cap. 3. Without doubt, a considerable share of the 
effect oughf to be ascribed to the immense advantage which the action and 
pronunciation of the orator would give to his expression. ^ 
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CHAPTER II. 

Of wit^ bvmom*y and ridicule. 

This article, concerning eloquence in its largest acceptation, I 
cannot properly dismiss without making some observations on 
another genus of oratory, in many things similar to the former, 
but which is naturally suited to light and trivial matters. 

This also may be branched into three sorts, corresponding 
to those already discussed, directed to the fancy, the passions, 
and the will; for that which illuminates the understanding 
serves as a common foundation to both, and has here nothing 
peculiar. This may be styled the eloquence of conversation, 
as the other is more strictly the eloquence of declamation®. 
Not, indeed, but that wit, humour, ridicule, which are the 
essentials of the former, may often be successfully admitted 
into public harangues. And, on the other hand, sublimity, 
pathos, vehemence, may sometimes enter the precincts of fa- 
miliar converse. To justify the use of such distinctive appel- 
lations, it is enough that they refer to those particulars which 
are predominant in each, though not peculiar to either. 


Section I . — Of loiu 

To consider the matter more nearly, it is the design of wit 
to excite in the mind an agreeable surprise, and that arising, 
not from any thing marvellous in the subject, but solely from 
the imagery she emj^loys, or the strange assemblage of related 
ideas presented to the mind. This end is effected in one or 
other of these three ways : first in debasing things pompous 
or seemingly grave: 1 say seemingly grave, because to vilify 
what is truly grave has something shocking in it, which 
rarely fails to counteract the end:, secondly, in aggrandizing 
things little and frivolous: thirdly, in setting ordinary objects, 
by means not only remote, but apparently contrary, in a par- 
ticular and uncommon point of view^. This will be better un- 
derstood from the following observations and examples. 

® In the latter of these the ancients excel ; in the former the moderns. De- 
mosthenes and Cicero, not to saj Homer and Virgil, to this day remain 
unrivalled ; and in^^ll antiquity, Lucian himself not excepted, we cannot find 
a match for Swift and Cervantes. 

1 I know no language which affords a name for this species of imager jr, but 
the English. Th^French espnV or hel esprit^ though on some occasions rightly 
translated wit, hath commonly a signification more extensive and generical. 
It must be owned, indeed, that in conformity to the style of French critics, the 
term wit, in English writings, hath been sometimes used with equal latitude. 
But this is certfiunly a perversion of the word from its ordinary sense, through 
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The materials employed by wit in the grotesque pieces she 
exhibits, arc partly derived from those common fountains of 
whatever is directed to the imaginative powers, the ornaments 
of elocution, and the oratorical ffgurcs, simile, apostrophe, 
antithesis, metaphor; partly from those she in a manner ap- 
propriates to herself, irony, hyperbole, allusion, parody, and 
(if the reader will pardon my descending so low) paronomasia^, 
and pun. The limning of wit differs from the rhetorical 
painting above described in two respects. One is, that in the 
latter there is not onlyja resemblance requisite in that parti- 
cular on which the comparison is founded, but there must also 
be a general similitude, in the nature and quality of that which 
is the basis of tlie imagery, to that which is the theme of dis- 
course. In respect of digpity, or the impression they make 
upon the mind, they must be things homogeneous. What has 
magnificence, must invariably be portrayed by what is magnifi- 
cent; objects of imj)ortance by objects important; such as have 
grace by things graceful : Whereas the witty, though requiring 
an exact likeness in the first particular, demands, in the second, 
a contrariety rather, or remoteness. This enchantress exults 
in reconciling contradictions, and in hitting on that special 
light and attitude, wherein you can discover an unexpected 
similarity in objects, wliicli, at first sight, appear the most dis- 
similar and heterogeneous. Thus high and low arc coupled, 
humble and superb, momentous and trivial, common and extra- 
ordinary. Addison, indeed, observes^, that wit is often pro- 
duced, not by the resemblance, but by the opposition of 
ideas. But this, of which, however, he hath not given us 
an instance, doth not constitute a different species, as the 
repugnancy in that case will always be found between ob- 
jects in other respects resembling; for it is to the contrast of 


an excessive deference to the manner and idiom of onr ingenious neighbours. 
Indeed, when an author varies the meaning in the same work, he not only 
occasions perplexity to his reader, but falls himself into an apparent incon- 
sistency. An error of this kind, in Mr. Pope, has been lately pointed out by 
a very ingenious and judicious critic. “ In the Essay on Criticism it is said, 

True wit is nature to 'advantage dress’d: 

But immediately after this the poet adds, 

For works may have more wit than does ’em good. 

Now let us substitute the definition in the place of the thing, and it will stand 
thus : A work may have more of nature dressed to advantage ^ than will do 
it good. ^ This is impossible ; and it is evident, that the confusion arises from 
the poet’s having annexed two different ideas to the same word.” Webb’s 
Remarks on the Beauties of Poetry, Dialogue ii. 

* Paronomasia is properly that figure which the French call jeu de mots. 

Such as “ Inceptio est amentium, baud amantium.” Ter. Andr. “ Which 
tempted our attempt.’' Milt. B. To begird tl^e Almighty’s throne, 

beseeching or besieging.” B. v. 

* Spectator. 
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dissimilitude and likeness, remoteness and relation, in the same 
objects, that its peculiar effect is imputable. Hence we hear 
of the flashes and the sallies of wit, phrases which imply sud- 
denness, surprise, and contrariety. These are illustrated in 
the first by a term which implies an instantaneous emergence 
of light in darkness : in^tfie second, by a word which denotes 
an abru})t transition to things distant. For we may remark in 
passing, that though language be older than criticism, those 
expressions adopted by the former, to elucidate matters of taste, 
will be found to have a pretty close conformity to the purest 
discoveries of the latter. 

Nay, of so itiuch consequence hqre are surprise and novelty, 
that nothing is more tasteless, and sometimes disgusting, than 
a joke that has become stale by frequent repetition. For the 
same reason, even a pun or a happy allusion will appear ex- 
cellent when thrown out cxtem])ore in conversation, which 
would be deemed execrable in print. In lilce manner, a witty 
repartee is infinitely more pleasing than a witty attack. For 
though, in both cases, the thing may be equally new to the 
reader or hearer, the effect on him is greatly injured, when 
there is ground to suppose that it may be ^hc slow production 
of study and premeditation. This, however, holds most with 
regard to the inferior tribes of witticisms, of w’hich tlicir readi- 
ness is the best recommendation. 

The other respect in which wit differs from the illustrations 
of the graver orator, is the way wherein it affects the hearer. 
Sublimity elevates, beauty charms, wit diverts. The first, as 
hath been already observed, enraptures, and as it were, dilates 
the soul; the second diffuseth over it a serene delight; the 
third tickles the fancy, and throws the spirits into an agreeable 
vibration. 

To these reflections I shall subjoin examples in each of the 
three sorts of wit above explained. 

It will, however, be proper to premise, that if the reader 
should not at first be sensible of the justness of the solutions 
and explications to be given, he ought not hastily to form an 
unfavourable conclusion. Wherever there is taste, the witty 
and the humorous make themselves perceived, and produce 
their effect instantaneously; but they are of so subtle a nature, 
that they will hardly endure to be touched, much less to under- 
go a strict analysis and scrutiny. They are like those volatile 
essences, which, being too delicate to bear the open air, evapo- 
rate almost as^oon as they are exposed to it. Accordingly, 
the wittiest things will sometimes be made to appear insipid, 
and the most ingenious frigid, by scrutinizing them too narrowly. 
Besides, the very frame of spirit premer for being diverted with 
the laughable in 'objects, is so different from that which is 
necessary for philosophizing on them, that there is a risk, that 
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when we are most disposed to inquire into the cause, we are 
least capable of feeling the effect; as it is certain, that when 
the effect hath its full influence on u^, we have little inclination 
for investigating the cause. For these reasons, I have resolved 
to be brief in my illustrations, having often observed that, in 
such nice and abstract inquiries, if af proper hint do not sug- 
gest the matter to the jreader, he will be but more perplexed 
by long and elaborate discussions. 

Of the first sort, which consists in the debasement of things 
great and eminent, Butler, amongst a thousand other instances, 
hath given us those wliich follow: 

c 

And now had Phoebus in the lap 
Of Thetis taken out his nap ; 

And, like a lob.ster boil’d, the morn 
From black to red began to turn*. 


Here the low allegorical style of the first couplet, and the 
simile used in the second, afford us a just notion of this lowest 
species, which is distinguished by the name of the ludicrous. 
Another specimen from the same author you have in these lines : 

» 

Great on the bench, great in the saddle, 

That could as well bind o’er as swaddle, 

Mighty he was at both of these, 

And styled of war^ as ivell as peace: 

So some rats of amphil)ious nature, 

Are either for the land or water^. 


In this coarse kind of drollery, those laughable translations or 
paraphrases of heroic and other serious poems, wherein the 
authors are said to be travestied, chiefly abound. 

To the same class those instances must be referred, in which, 
though there is no direct comparison made, qualities of real 
dignity and importance are degraded, by being coupled with 
things mean and frivolous, as in some respect standing in the 
same predicament. An example of this 1 shall now give from 
the same hand. 

For when the restless Greeks sat down 
So many years, before Troy town, 

And were renown’d, as Homer writes, 

For well-soled boots®, no less than fights^. 

I shall only observe further, that this sort, whose aim is to 
debase, delights in the most homely expressions, provincial 
idioms, and cant phrases. * 


* Hudibras, Part ii. Canto 3. 

^ Ibid. Part i. Canto 1 . 

® In allusion to the an expression which frequently occurs, 

both in the Iliad and in the Odyssey. 

^ Hudibras, Part i. Canto 2. 
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The second kindj consisting of the aggrandizement of little 
things, which is by far the most splendid, and displays a soar- 
ing imagination, these lines of Pope will serve to illustrate: 

As Berccynthia, while her offspring vio 
In homage to thi; mother of the sky, 

Surveys aroim^i her in the blest abode. 

An hundred sons, and every son a god : 

Not with less glory mighty Dulness crown’d, 

Shall take thro’ Grub-street her triumphant round; 

And her Parnassus glancing o’er at once, 

Behold an hundred sons, and each a dunce®. 


This whole similitude is spirited. Th?j parent of the celestials 
is contrasted by the daughter of Night and Chaos; heaven by 
Grub-street; gods by dunces. Besides, the parody it contains 
on a beautiful passage in Virgil, adds a particular lustre to it^. 
This species we may term the thrasonical^ or the moch-majestic. 
It affects the most pompous language, and sonorous phraseo- 
logy, as much as the other affects the reverse, the vilest and 
most grovelling dialect. 

I shall produce another example from the same writer, which 
is, indeed, inimitably fine. It represents (-a lady employed at 
her toilet, attended by her maid, under the allegory of the 
celebration of some solemn and religious ceremony. The 
passage is rather long for a quotation, but as the omission of 
any part would be a real mutilation, 1 shall give it entire. 

And now unveil’d the toilet stands display’d. 

Each silver vase in mystic order laid. 

First, rob’d in white, the nymph intent adores, 

With head uncovered, the cosmetic powers. 

A licavenly image in the glass appears, 

To that she bends, to that her eyes she rears; 

Th’ inferior priestess, at her altar’s side. 

Trembling begins the sacred rites of pride ; 

Unnumbered treasures ope at once, and hero 
The various offerings of the world appear ; 

From each she nicely culls with curious toil. 

And decks the goddess with the glittering spoil. 

This casket India’s glowing gems unlocks. 

And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. 

The tortoise here and elephant unite. 

Transform’d to combs, the speckled and the white. 

Hero files of pins extend their shining rows, 

Fuffs, powders, patches, bibles, billet-doux. 

Now tiwful beauty puts on all its arms. 

The fair each moment rises in her charms. 


* Dunciad, B. 

® The passage is this, 

Felix prole virdm, qualis Berccynthia mater 
Invebitur curru Phrygias turrita per urbes, 

Lseta dehm partu, centum complexa nepotes, 

Omnes coelicolas, omnes supera alta tenentes. ASneis. 



CHAP. II.] 


OF RHETORIC. 


13 


Repairs her smiles, awakens every grace, 

And calls forth all the wonders of her face ; 

Sees by degrees a purer blush arise. 

And keener lightnings quicken in her eycsi. 

To this class also we must refer the application of grave re- 
flections to mere trifles. For that ^f^af and serious are natu- 
rally associated by the mind, and likewise little and trifling, is 
sufficiently evinced by the common modes of expression on 
these subjects used in every tongue. An apposite instance of 
such an application we^^d^ve from Philips, 


My galligaskins, that have long withstood 
The winter’s fur/ and encroaching frosts, 
By time subdued, (what will not time subdue 
A horrid chasm d?.sclose^. 

Like to this, but not equal, is that of Young, 


One day his wife (for who can tvives reclaim f ) 

Lcvell’d her barbarous needle at his fame^. 

To both the preceding kinds the term burlesque is applied, but 
especially to the first. 

Of the third s])ecies of wit, which Is by far the most multi- 
farious, and which results from what 1 may call the queerness 
or singularity of the imagery, I shall ^ivc a few specimens that 
will serve to mark some of its principal varieties. To illustrate 
all would be impossible. 

The first I shall exemplify is where there is an apparent 
contrariety in the things she exhibits as connected. This kind 
of contrast we have in these lines of Gartli, 

Then Hydrops next appears amongst the throng ; 

Bloated and big she slowly sails along; 

But, like a mis(!r, in excess she’s poor; 

And pines for thirst amidst her watery store*. 

The wit in these lines doth not so much arise from the compa- 
rison they contain of the dropsy to a miser, (which falls under 
the description that immediately succeeds,) as from the union 
of contraries they present to the imagination, poverty in the 
midst of opulence, and thirst in one who is already drenched 
in water. 

^ A second sort is where the things compared arc what with 
dialecticians would come under the denomination of disqmratesj 
being such as can be ranked under no common genus. Of 
this I shall subjoin an example from Young, 


1 Rape of the* Lock, Canto 1. 
® Universal Passion. 


2 Splendid Shilling, 
* Dispensary. 
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Health chiefly keeps an Atheist in the dark, 

A fever argues better than a Clarke: 

Let but the logic in his pulse decay, 

The Grecian he’ll renounce, and learn to pray 

• 

Here, by implication, health is compared to a sophister, or 
darkener of the understanding, a fever to a metaphysical dispu- 
tant, a regular pulse to false logic, for the word logic in the 
third line is used ironically. In other words, we have here 
modes and substances, the affections of body, and the exercise 
of reason, strangely, but not insignificantly linked together; 
strangely, else the sentiment, however just, could not be deno- 
minated witty; significantly, because an unmeaning jumble of 
things incongruous would not be wit, but nonsense. 

A third variety in this species springs from confounding art- 
fully the proper and metaphorical sense of an expression. In 
this way, one would assign as a motive what is discovered to 
be perfectly absurd, when but ever so little attended to ; and 
yet, from the ordinary meaning of the words, hath a specious 
appearance on a single glance. Of this kind you have an in- 
stance in the subsequent lines. 

While thus the lady talk’d, the knij^t 
Turn’d th’ outside of his eyes to white. 

As men of inward light are wont 
To turn their optics in upon’t*^. 


For whither can they turn their eyes more properly than to 
the light? 

A fourth variety, much resembling the former, is when the 
argument or comparison (for all argument is a kind of compa- 
rison) is founded on the supposal of corporeal or personal attri- 
butes in what is strictly not susceptible of them, as in this, 


But Hudibras gave him a twitch 
As quick as lightning in the breech, 

Just in the place where honour’s lodg’d, 
As wise philosophers have judg’d ; 
Because a kick in that place more 
Hurts honour than deep wounds before^. 


Is demonstration itself more satisfactory? Can any thing be 
hurt, but where it is? However, the mention of this as the 
sage deduction of philosophers, is no inconsiderable addition 
bo the wit. Indeed, this particular circumstance belongs pro- 
perly to the first species mentioned, in which high and low, 
^eat and littld, are coupled. Another example, not unlike the 
preceding, you have in these words, 


® Universal Passion. 

7 Ibid. Part ii. Canto 2. 


® Hudibras, Part Hi. Canto 1. 
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What makes morality a crime, 

The most notorious of the time; 

Morality which both the saints 
And wicked too cry out aj^^ainst? 

’Cause grace and virtue are within 
Prohibited decrees of kin : 

And therefore no true saint allows 
They shall be suffer’d t6 espouse®. 

When the two foregoing instances are compared together we 
should say of the first, that it has more of simplicity and na- 
ture, and is therefore n\orc pleasing; of the second, that it has 
more of ingenuity and conceit, and is consequently more sur- 
prising. 

The fifth and only other Variety I shall observe, is that which 
ariseth from a relation not in the things signified, but in the 
sign, of all relations, no doubt, the slightest. Identity here 
gives rise to puns and clinches: resemblance to quibbles, cranks, 
and rhymes: Of these, I imagine, it is quite unnecessary to 
exhibit specimens. The wit here is so dependent on the sound, 
that it is commonly incapable of being transfused into another 
language, and as, among persons of taste and discernment, it 
is in less request than the other sorts above enumerated, those 
who abound in this,^ and never rise to any thing superior, are 
distinguished by the diminutive appellation of witlings. 

Let it be remarked in general, that from one or more of the 
three last-mentioned varieties, those plebeian tribes of witticism, 
the conundrums, the rebuses, the riddles, and some others, are 
lineally, though perhaps not all legitimately descended. I 
shall only add, that I have not produced the forenamed varie- 
ties as an exact enumeration of all the subdivisions of which 
the third species of wit is susceptible. It is capable, I acknow- 
ledge, of being almost infinitely diversified; and it is princi- 
pally to its various exhibitions that we apply the epithets 
sportive^ sprightly, ingenious, according as they recede more or 
less from those of the declaimer. 

Section II . — Of Humour, 

As wit is the painting, humour is the pathetic, in this infe- 
rior sphere of eloquence. The nature and efficacy of humour 
may be thus unravelled. A just exhibition of any ardent or 
durable passion, excited by some adequate cause, instantly at- 
tacheth sympathy, the common tie of human souls, and thereby 
communicates the passion to the breast of the hearer. But 
when the emotion is either not violent or not durable, and the 
motive not any thing real, but imaginary, or at least quite dis- 
proportionate to the effect; or when the passion displays itself 
preposterously, so as rather to obstruct than to promote its aim ; 

® Hudibras, Part iii. Canto 1. 
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in these cases a natural representation^ instead of fellow-feelingj 
creates amusement, and universally awakens contempt. The 
portrait in the former case we call pathetic^ in the latter liumov’- 
ous^. It was said that the‘ emotion must be cither not violent 
or not durable. This limitation is necessary, because a passion 
extreme in its degree, a^ Well as lasting, cannot yield diversion 
to a well-disposed mind, but generally affects it with pity, not 
seldom witli a mixture of horror and indignation. The sense 
of the ridiculous, though invariably the same, is in this case 
totally surmounted by a principle of oDur nature, much more 
powerful. 

The passion which humour addreaseth as its object, is, as 
hath been signified above, contempt. But it ought carefully to 
be noted, that every address, even every pertinent address to 
contempt, is not humorous. This passion is not less capable 
of being excited by the severe and tragic, than by the merry 
and comic manner. The subject of humour is always charac- 
ter, but not every thing in character; its foibles generally, such 
as caprices, little extravagances, weak anxieties, jealousies, 
childish fondness, pertness, vanity, and self-conceit. One finds 
the greatest scope for exercising this talent in telling familiar 
stories, or in acting any whimsical part in an assumed character. 
Such an one, we say, has the talent of humouring a tale, or any 
queer manner which he chooseth to exhibit. Thus we speak 
of the passions in tragedy, but of the humours in comedy; 
and even to express passion as appearing in the more trivial 
occurrences of life, we commonly use this term, as when we 
talk of good humour, ill humour, peevish or pleasant humour; 
hence it is that a capricious temper wo call humorsome, the 
person possessed of it a Immorist, and such facts or e\'cnts as 
afford subject for the humours, we denominate comical. 

® It ought to be observed, that this terra is also used to express any lively stric- 
tures of such specialities in temper and conduct, as have neither moment enough 
to interest sympathy, nor incongruity enough to excite contempt. In this case, 
humour, not being addressed to passion, but to fancy, must be considered as a 
kind of moral painting, and differs from wit only in these two things; first, in 
that character alone is the subject of the farmer, whereas all things whatever 
fall within the province of the latter ; secondly, humour paints more simply by 
direct imitation, wit more variously by illustration and imagery. Of this kind 
of humour, merely graphical, Addison hath given us numberless examples in 
many of the characters he hath so finely drawn, and little incidents ho hath so 
pleasantly related in his Tatlers and Spectators. I might remark of the word 
humourt as I did of the term that wo scarcely find in other languages a 
word exactly corresponding. The Latin facetice seems to come the nearest. 
Thus Cicero, “ Huic generi orationis aspergontui* etiam sales, qui in dicendo 
mirum quantum valent; quorum duo genera sunt, unum facetiarum, alterura 
dicacitatis: uteti^r utrooue, sod altero in narrando aliquid venuste, altero in 
jaciendo mittendoque ridiculo; cujus genera plura sunt.” Oratpr. 48. Here 
one would think, that the philosopher must have had in his eye the different 

? rovinces of wit and humour, calling the former dicacitaSySLnd the latter faceticn. 

t is plain, however, that, both by him and other Latin authors, these two words 
arc often confounded. There appears indeed, to be more uniformity in the 
use that is made* ^f the second term, than in the application of the first . 
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Indeed, comedy is the proper province of humour. Wit is 
called in solely as an auxiliary, humour predominates. The 
comic poet bears the same analogy to the author of the mock- 
heroic, that the tragic poet bears to the author of the epic. 
The epos recites, and advancing with a step majestic and se- 
date, engageth all the nobler powers (jf imagination, a sense of 
grandeur, of beauty, and of order; tragedy personates, and thus 
employing a more rapid and animated diction, seizeth directly 
upon the heart. The little epic, a narrative intended for 
amusement, and addressed to all the lighter powers of fancy, 
delights in the excursions of wit: the production of the comic 
muse, being a representation, is circumscribed by narrower 
bounds, and is all life and activity throughout. Thus Bucking- 
ham says with the greatest Justness, of comedy^ 

Humour is alL Wit should be only brought 

To turn agreeably some proper thought^. 


The pathetic and facetious differ not only in subject and 
effect, as will appear upon the most superficial review of what 
hath been said, but^also in the manner of imitation. In this 
the man of humour descends to a minuteness which the orator 
disdains. The former will often successfully run into downright 
mimicry, and exhibit peculiarities in voice, gesture, and pronun- 
ciation, which in the other would be intolerable. The reason 
of the difierence is this: That we may divert, by exciting 
scorn and contempt, the individual must be exposed; that we 
may move, by interesting the more generous principles of hu- 
manity, the language and sentiments, not so much of the indi- 
vidual, as of human nature, must be displayed. So very differ- 
ent, or rather opposite, arc these two in this respect, that there 
could not be a more effectual expedient for undoing the charm 
of the most affecting representation, than an attempt in the 
speaker to mimic the personal singularities of the man for 
whom he desires to interest us. On the other hand, in the hu- 
morous, where the end is diversion, even overacting, if moderate, 
is not improper. 

It was observed already, that though contempt be the only 
passion addressed by humour, yet this passion may with pro- 
priety and success be assailed by the severer eloquence, where 
there is not the smallest tincture of humour. This it will not 
be beside our purpose to specify, in order the more effectually 
to show the difference. — Lord Bolingbroke, speaking of the 
state of these kingdoms from the time of Restoraltion, has these 
words: The two brothers, Charles, and James, when in exile, 
became infected with popery to such degrees as their different 

^ Essay on Poetry. 

0 
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characters admitted of. Charles had parts; and his good un- 
derstanding served as an antidote to repel the poison. J ames, 
the simplest man of his time, drank off the whole chalice. 
The poison met, in his composition, with all the fear, all the 
credulity, and all the obstinacy of temper proper to increase its 
virulence, and to strengthfen its effect. Drunk with supersti- 

tious, and even enthusiastic zeal, he ran lieadlong into his own 
ruin, wliilst he endeavoured to precipitate ours, llis parlia- 
ment and his people did all they could to save themselves, by 
winning him. But all was vain. He had no principle on 
which they could take hold. Even his good qualities worked 
against them; and his love of his country went halves with liis 
bigotry. How he succeeded we have heard from our fathers. 
The Eevolution of one thousand six hundred and eighty-eight 
saved the nation, and ruined the king^.” — Nothing can be more 
contemptuous, and, at the same time, 'less derisive, than this 
representation. W e sliould readily say of it, that it is strongly 
animated, and happily expressed; but no man who understands 
English would say it is humorous. 1 shall add one example 
from Dr. Swift. I should be exceedingly sorry to find the 
legislature make any new laws against the practice of duelling, 
because the methods arc easy and many for a wise man to avoid 
a quarrel with honour, or engage in it Avith innocence. And I 
can discover no political evil in suffering bullies, sharpers, and 
rakes, to rid the world of each other by a method of their own, 
where the law hath not been able to find an expedient^.’’ 

For a specimen of the humorous, take as a contrast to the 
two last examples, the following delineation of a fop: 


Sir Plume (of amber snulf-box justly vain, 

And the nice conduct of a clouded cane) 

With earnest eyes and round unthinking face, 

He first the snuff-box open’d, then the case, 

And thus broke out, “ My Lord, why, — what the devil? ^ 
Z — ds ! — damn the lock ! — ’fore Gad, you must be civil 1 
Plague on’t ! — ’tis past a Jest, — nay prithee, — pox 1 
Give her the hair.” — He spoke and rapp’d his box. 

“ It grieves me much,” replied the peer again, 

“ Who speaks so well, should ever speak in vain : 

But” * 


This, both, in the descriptive and the dramatic part, particu- 
larly in the draught it contains of the baronet’s mind, aspect, 
manner, and eloquence, (if we except the sarcastic term justly ^ 
the double sense of the word opeil^dy and the fine irony couched 
in the reply ^ is purely facetious. An instance of wit and 
humour combined, where they reciprocally set off and enliven 

^ A Letter to Sir William Wyndham. 

3 Swift on Good Manners. 

* Kape of the Lock, Canto 4. 
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each other, Pope hath also furnished us with in another part 
of the same exquisite performance. 

Whether the nymph shall break Diana’s law, 

Or some frail china jar receive a flaw ; 

Or stain her honour, or her new brocade ; 

Forget her prayers, or miss a mas(Jufrade ; 

Or lose her heart, or necklace, at a iSall ; 

Or whether heaven has doom’d that Shock must fall'^. 

This is humorous, in th«‘it it is a lively sketch of the female 
estimate of mischances, our poet’s commentator rightly terms 
it, mai'ked out by a few striking lineaments. It is likewise 
witty, for, not to mention the play on words like that remarked 
in the former example, a trope familiar to this author, you 
have here a comparison of~a woman’s chastity to a piece of 
porcelain, — her honour to a gaudy robe, — her prayers to a 
fantastical disguise, — her heart to a trinket; and all these 
together to her lap-dog, and that founded on one lucky circum- 
stance (a malicious critic would perhaps discern or imagine 
more) by which these things, how unlike soever in other 
respects, may be compared, the impression they make on the 
mind of a fine lady.^ 

Hudibras, so often above quoted, abounds in wit in almost 
all its varieties ; to which the author’s various erudition hath 
not a little contributed. And this, it must be owned, is more 
suitable to the nature of his poem. At the same time, it is by 
no means destitute of humour, as appears particularly in the 
different exhibitions of character given by the knight and his 
squire. But in no part of the story is this talent displayed to 
greater advantage than in the consultation of the lawyer®, to 
which I shall refer the reader, as the passage is too long for 
my transcribing. There is, perhaps, no book in any language, 
wherein the humorous is carried to a higher pitch or perfection, 
than in the adventures of the celebrated knight of La Mancha. 
As to our English dramatists, who does not acknowledge the 
transcendent excellence of Shakspeare in this province, as well 
as in the pathetic ? Of the later comic writers, Congreve has 
an exuberance of wit, but Farquhar has more humour. It 
may, however, with too much truth, be affirmed of English 
comedy in general, (for there are some exceptions,) that, to 
the discredit of our stage, as well as of the national delicacy 
and discernment, obscenity is made too often to supply the 
place of wit, and ribaldry the place of humour. 

Wit and humour, as above explained, commonly concur in a 
tendency to provoke laughter, by exhibiting a curious and un- 
expected aflSnity; the first generally by comparison, either 

* Rape of the Lock, Canto 2. 

® Part iii. Canto 3. 
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direct or implied, the second by connecting in some other rela- 
tion, such as causality or vicinity, objects apparently the most 
dissimilar and heterogeneous; which incongruous affinity, we 
may remark by the way, gives the true meaning of the word 
oddity y and is the proper object of laughter. 

The difference between these and that grander kind of elo- 
quence treated in the first part of this chapter, I shall, if pos- 
sible, still further illustrate, by a few similitudes borrowed 
from the optical science. The latter may be conceived as a 
plane mirror, which faithfully reflect* the object, in colour, 
figure, size, and posture. Wit, on the contrary, Proteus-like, 
transforms itself into a variety of shapes. It is now a convex 
speculum, which gives a just representation in form and colour, 
but withal reduces the greatest objects to the most despicable 
littleness : now a concave speculum, which swells the smallest 
trifles to an enormous magnitude; now again a speculum of a 
cylindrical, a conical, or an irregular make, which, though in 
colour, and even in attitude, it reflects a pretty strong resem- 
blance, widely varies the proportions. Humour, when we con- 
sider the contrariety of its effects, contempt and laughter, 
(which constitute what in one word is terrped derision^) to that 
sympathy and love often produced by the pathetic, may in 
respect of these be aptly compared to a concave mirror, when 
the object is placed beyond the focus; In which case it appears, 
by reflection, both diminished and inverted, circumstances 
which happily adumbrate the contemj^tible and the ridiculous. 

Section III. — 0/ Ridicule. 

The intention of raising a lau^h is either merely to divert 
by that grateful titlllation which it excites, or to influence the 
opinions and purposes of the hearers. In this also, the risible 
faculty, when suitably directed, hath often proved a very potent 
engine. When this is the view of the speaker, as there is 
always an air of reasoning conveyed under that species of 
imagery, narration, or description, which stimulates laughter, 
these, thus blended, obtain the appellation of ridiculsj the 
poignancy of which hath a similar effect in futile subjects, to 
that produced by what is called the vehement in solemn and 
important matters. 

Nor doth all the difference between these lie In the dignity 
of the subject, Kidicule is not only confined to questions of 
less moment, ljut is fitter for refuting error than for supporting 
truth, for restraining from wrong conduct, than for inciting to 
the practice of what is right. Nor are these the sole restric- 
tions; it is not properly levelled at the false, but at the absurd 
in tenets; nor can the edge of ridicule strike with equal force 
every species of misconduct: it is not the criminal part which 
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it attacks, but that which we denominate silly or foolish. With 
regard to doctrine, it is evident that It is not falsity or mistake, 
but palpable error or absurdity (a thing hardly confutable by 
mere argument), which is the object of contempt; and conse- 
quently those dogmas arc beyond the reach of cool reasoning 
which are within the rightful confines of ridicule. That they 
are generally conceived to be so, appears from the sense uni- 
versally assigned to expressions like these, ^ Such a position is 
ridiculous — ^Tt doth not deserve a serious answer,’ Every 
body knows that they hnport more than ^ It is false,’ being, in 
other words, ^ This is such an extravagance as is not so much 
a subject of argument ats o^* laughter.’ And that we may dis- 
cover what it IS, with regard to conduct, to which ridicule is 
applicable, we need only consider the different departments of 
tragedy and of comedy. In the last, it is of mighty influence; 
into the first it never legally obtains admittance. Those 
things which principally come under its lash arc awkwardness, 
rusticity, ignorance, cowardice, levity, foppery, pedantry, and 
affectation of every kind. But against murder, cruelty, parri- 
cide, ingratitude, perfidy^, to attempt to raise a laugh, would 
show such an unnatural insensibility in the speaker as would 
be excessively disgustful to any audience. To punish such 
enormities the tragic poet must take a very different route. 

Now, from this distinction of vices or faults into two classes, 
there hath sprung a parallel division in all the kinds of poesy 
wlilch relate to manners. The epopee, a picturesque, or gra- 
phical poem, is cither heroic, or what is called mock-heroic, 
and by Aristotle iambic^, from the measure in which poems of 
this kind were at first composed. The drama, an animated 
poem, is either in the buskin or in the sock; for farce deserves 
not a place in the subdivision, being at most but a kind of dra- 
matical apologue, whereof the characters are monstrous, the 
intrigue unnatural, the incidents often impossible, and which, 
instead of humour, has adopted a spurious bantling called fun. 
To satisfy us that satire, whose end is persuasion, admits also 
the like distribution, we need only recur to the different 
methods pursued by the two famous Latin satirists, Juvenal 
and Horace. The one declaims, the other derides. Accord- 
ingly, as Dryden justly observes^’, vice is the quarry of the 

^ To this black catalogue an ancient Pagan of Athena or of Rome would 
have added adultery.^ but the modern refinements of us Christians (if without 
profanation we can so apply the name) absolutely forbid it, as nothing on 
our theatre is a more common subject of laughter than this. Nor is the 
laugh raised against the adulterer, else we might have *some plea for our 
morals, if none for our taste ; but, to the indelible reproach of the taste, tho 
sense, and the virtue of the nation, in his favour. How much degenerated 
though unpolished, ancestors, of whom Tacitus affirms, 

Neii^ illic vitia ridet j nec corrumpore et corrumpi sseculum vocatur.” Do 
Mor. Germ.xJiL — 

* Poet. 4, 
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former, folly of the latter^. Thus, of the three graver forms, the 
aim, whether avowed or latent, always is, or ought to be, the 
improvement of the three lighter, the refinement of manners^. 
But though the latter have for their peculiar object manners, 
in the limited and distinctive sense of that word, they may, 
with propriety, admit many things which directly conduce to 
the advancement of morals, and ought never to admit any thing 
which hath a contrary tendency. Virtue is of primary impor- 
tance, both for the happiness of individuals, and for the well- 
being of society; an external polish i!?‘at best but a secondary 
accomplishment, ornamental indeed when it adds a lustre to 
virtue, pernicious wlicn it serves o.nly' to embellish profligacy, 
and in itself comparatively of but little consequence, either to 
private or to public felicity®. 

Another remarkable difference, the only one which remains 
to be observed, between the vehement or contentious and 

1 The differences and relations to be found in the several forms of poetry 
mentioned, may be more concisely marked by the following scheme, which 
brings them under the view at once. 

Serious. Facetious. 

Fancy — Great 1 H 1 H — Insinu- Narrator, 

epic ^ — Little if ^ ation 

Passion — Trage- g epic § — § Confer- % Representer, 

dy p- — Come- , ^ 2 mation . 

Will — High B dy 5 — ^ Persua- a> Reasouer. 

satire ® — Low § ^ sion ^ 

^ satire ^ ^ 

. J to 

^ I’hese observations will enable us to understand that of the poet, 
Ridiculum acri 

Fortius et melius mugnas plerumque secat res. Hon. 

Great and signal, it must be owned, are the effects of ridicule; but Che sub- 
ject must always appear to the ridiculcr, and to those affected by his 
pleasantry, under the notion of littleness and futility, two essential requisites 
in the object of contempt and risibility. 

* Whether this attention has been always given to morals, particularly in 
comedy, must be left to the determination of those who are most conversant 
in that species of scenic representations. One may, however, venture to 
prognosticate, that if in any period it shall become fashionable to show no 
regard to virtue in such entertainments, if the hero of the piece, a fine gen- 
tleman to be sure, adorned as usual with all the superficial and exterior 
graces which the poet can confer, and crowned with success in the end, shall 
be an unprincipled libertine, a man of more spirit, forsooth, than to be checked 
in his pursuits by the restraints of religion, by a regard to the common rights 
of mankind, or dv the laws of hospitality and private friendship, which were 
accounted sacred among the Pagans and those whom we denominate Barba- 
rians ; then, indeed, the stage will become merely the school of gallantry and 
intrigue ; thither the youth of both sexes will resort, and will not resort in vain, 
in order to get rid of that troublesome companion modesty, intended by Pro- 
vidence as a guar^ to virtue, and a check against licentiousness ; there vice 
will soon learn to provide herself in a proper stock of effrontery, and a suit- 
able address for effecting her designs, and triumphing over innocence ; then, 
in fine, if religion, virtue, principle, equity, gratitude, and good faith, are 
not empty sounds, the stage will prove the greatest of nuisances, and deserve 
to be styled the principal corrupter of the age. Whether such an era hath 
ever happened in the history of the theatre, m this or any other country, or 
is likely to happen, I do not take upon me to decide. 




CHAP. 11.] 


Ol? KUETORIC. 


23 


the derisive, consists in the manner of conducting them. As 
in each there is a mixture of argument, this in the former 
ought, in appearance at least, to have the ascendant, but not iii 
the latter. The attack of the declaimer is direct and open; 
argument therefore is his avowed aim. On the contrary, the 
passions which he excites ought never Jo appear to the auditors 
as the effects of his intention and address, but both in him and 
them, as the native, the unavoidable consequences of the sub- 
ject treated, and of that conviction which his reasoning pro- 
duces in the imderstan(>yig. Although, in fact, he intends to 
move his auditory, he only declares his purpose to convince 
them. To reverse this •method, and profess an intention to 
work upon their passions, would be in effect to tell them that 
he meant to impose upon thqir understandings, and to bias them 
by his art, and consequently, would be to warn them to be on 
their guard against him. Nothing is better founded than the 
famous aphorism of rhetoricians, that the perfection of art 
consists in concealing art^. On the other hand, the assault of 
him who ridicules is, from its very nature, covert and oblique. 
Whal; we profess to contemn, we scorn to confute. It is on 
this account that tl^?. reasoning in ridicule, if at all delicate, is 
always conveyed under a species of disguise. Nay, sometimes, 
which is more astonishing, the contempt itself seems to be dis- 
sembled, and the rallier assumes an air of arguing gravely in de- 
fence of that which he actually exposeth as ridiculous, licnee, 
undoubtedly, it proceeds, that a serious manner commonly adds 
energy to a joke. The fact, however, is, that in this case the 
very dissimulation is dissembled. lie would not have you 
think him in earnest, though he affects the appearance of it; 
knowing that otherwise his end would be frustrated. lie 
wants you should perceive that he is dissembling, which no 
real dissembler ever wanted. It is, indeed, this circumstance 
alone, which distinguishes an ironical expression from a lie. 
Accordingly, through the thinness of the veil employed, he 
takes care that the sneer shall be discovered. You are quickly 
made to perceive his aim, by means of the strange arguments 
he produces, the absurd consequences he draws, the odd em- 
barrassments which in his personated character he is involved 
in, and the still odder methods he takes to disentangle himself. 
In this manner doctrines and practices are treated, when ex- 
posed by a continued run of irony; a way of refutation which 
bears a strong analogy to that species of demonstration termed 
by mathematicians apagogical, as reducing the adversary to 
what is contradictory or impracticable. This method seems to 
have beenfirstintroducedintomoralsubjects, and employed with 
success, by the father of ancient wisdom, Socrates. As the attack 


* Artis est cclare artera. 
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of ridicule, whatever form it adopts, is always indirect, that of 
irony may be said to be reverted. It resembles the manner of 
fighting ascribed to the ancient Parthians, who were ever more 
formidable in flight than in onset; who looked towards one 
quarter, and fought towards the opposite; whose bodies moved 
in one direction, and thfeir arrows in the contrary ^ 

It remains now to confirm and illustrate this branch of the 
theory, by suitable examples. And, not to encumber the reader 
with a needless multiplicity of excerptions, I shall first recur 
to those already produced. The first, second, and the fifth 
passages from Butler, the first from Young, and the quotation 
from the Dispensary, though witty, have no ridicule in them. 
Their whole aim is to divert by the oddness of the imagery. 
This merits a careful and particular attention, as on the accu- 
racy of our conceptions here, depends, in a great measure, our 
forming a just notion of the relation which ridicule bears to 
wit, and of the distinction that subsists between them. Let 
this, therefore, be carefully remembered, that where nothing 
reprehensible, or supposed to be reprehensible, either in con- 
duct or in sentiment, is struck at, there is properly no satife (or 
as it is sometimes termed emphatically enough, pointed wit), 
and consequently no ridicule. 

The example that first claims particular notice here is one 
from Young’s Satires, 

Health chiefly keeps an Atheist in the dark, &c. 

The wittiness of this passage was already illustrated: I shall 
now endeavour to show the argument couched under it, 
both which together constitute the ridicule. ‘^Atheism is 
unreasonable.” Why? Tlie Atheist neither founds his 
unbelief on reason, nor will attend to it. Was ever an In- 
fidel in health convinced by reasonin|j ; or did he ever in 
sickness need to be reasoned with on this subject ? The truth 
then is that the daring principles of the libertine are solely 
supported by the vigour and healthiness of his constitution, 
which incline him to pleasure, thoughtlessness, and presump- 
tion; accordingly you find that, when this foundation is sub- 
verted, the whole fabric of infidelity falls to pieces.” There is 
rarely, however, so much of argument in ridicule as may be 
discovered in this passage. Generally, as was observed 
already, it is but hinted in a single word or phrase, or appears 
to be glanced at occasionally, without any direct intention. 
Thus, in the third quotation from Butler, there is an oblique 
thrust at Homer, for his manner of recurring so often, in poems 
of so great dignity, to such mean and trifling epithets. The 

® Miles sagittas et celerem fugam 

Parthi perhorrescit. Hor. 

Fidentemque fuga Parthum versisque sagittis. Viro, 
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fourth and sixth satirize the particular flinatical practice, and 
fanatical opinion, to.which they refer. To assign a preposterous 
motive to an action, or to produce an absurd argument for an 
opinion, is an innuendo, that no good motive or argument can 
be given The citations from thq Kape of the Lock are no 
otherwise to be considered as ridicule, than as a lively exhibi- 
tion of some follies, either in disposition or in behaviour, is the 
strongest dissuasive from imitating them. In this way, humour 
rarely fails to have some raillery in it, in like manner as the 
pathetic often persuades without argument, which, when obvi- 
ous, is supplied by the judgment of the hearer^ The second 
example seems intended to. disgrace the petty quaintness of a 
fop’s manner, and the emptiness of his conversation, as being 
a huddle of oaths and nonsense. The third finely satirizes the 
value which the ladies too often put upon the merest trifles. 
To these I shall add one instance more from Hudibras, where 
it is said of priests and exorcists. 


Supplied with spiritual provision, 
And magazines of ammunition, 

With crosses, relies, crucifixes, 
Bej^s, pictures, rosaries, and pixes, 
The tools of working our salvation, 
By mere mechanic operation®. 


The reasoning here is sufficiently insinuated by the happy ap- 
plication of a few words, such as mechanic tools to the work 
of salvation; crosses, relics, beads, pictures, and other such 
trumpery, to spiritual provision. The justness of the repre- 
sentation of their practice, together with the manifest incon- 
gruity of the things, supply us at once with the wit and the 
argument. There is in this poem a great deal of ridicule; but 
the author’s quarry is the frantic excesses of enthusiasm, and 
the base artifices of hypocrisy ; he very rarely, as in the above 
passage, points to the idiot gewgaws of superstition. I shall 
onl^ add one instance from Pope, which has something peculiar 
in It, 

Then sighing thus, “ And am I now threescore? 

Ah 1 why, ye gods I should two and two make four** ?” 


This, though not in the narrative, but in the dramatic style, 
is more witty than humorous. The absurdity of the exclama- 
tion in the second line is too gross to be natural to any but a 

® We have an excellent specimen of this sort of ridicule in Montesquieu’s 
^mit of Laws, b. xv. c. 5, where the practice of Europeans, in enslaving 
the negroes, is ironically justified, in a manner which does honour to the 
author s humanity and love of justice, at the same time that it displays a 
happy talent in ridicule. 

Kidicule resulting from a sinmlc, but humorous narration, is finely illus- 
trated in the first ten or twelve Frovincial Letters. 

® Part iii. Canto 1. » JDunciad. 
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madman^ and therefore hath not humour. Nevertheless, its 
resemblance to the common complaint of pid age, contained in 
the first, of which it may be called the analysis, renders it at 
once both an ingenious exhibition of such complaint in its real 
import, and an argument^ of its folly. But notwithstanding 
this example, it holds in*'genera1, that when anything nonsen- 
sical in principle is to be assailed by ridicule, the natural ally 
of reason is wit; when any extravaganee or impropriety in 
conduct, humour seldom fails to be of the confederacy. It 
may be further observed, that the words banter and raillery 
are also used to signify ridicule of a certain form, applied, in- 
deed, more commonly to practices tharf to opinions, and oftener 
to the little peculiarities of individuals, than to the distinguish- 
ing customs or usages of sects and parties. The only differ- 
ence in meaning, as far as I have remarked, between the two 
terms, is, that the first generally denotes a coarser, the second 
a finer sort of ridicule; the former prevails most among the 
lower classes of the people, the latter only among persons of 
breeding. 

I shall conclude this chapter with observing, that though 
the gayer and more familiar eloquence, now explained, may 
often properly, as was remarked before, be admitted into public 
orations on subjects of consequence, such, for instance, as are 
delivered in tlie senate or at the bar, and even sometimes, 
though more sparingly, on the bench; it is seldom or never of 
service in those which come from the pulpit. It is true, that an 
air of ridicule in disproving or dissuading, by rendering opinions 
or practices contemptible, hath occasionally been attempted, with 
approbation, by preachers of great name. I can only say, that 
when this airy manner is employed, it requires to be managed 
with the greatest care and delicacy, that it may not degenerate 
into a strain butnll adapted to so serious an occupation. For 
the reverence of the place, the gravity of the function, the 
solemnity of worship, the severity of the precepts, and the im- 
portance of the motives of religion ; above all, the awful pre- 
sence of God, with a sense of which the mind, when occupied 
in religious exercises, ought eminently to be impressed; all 
these seem utterly ineompatible with the levity of ridicule. 
They render jesting impertinence, and laughter madness. 
Therefore, any thing in preaching which might provoke this 
emotion, would justly be deemed an unpardonable offence 
against both piety and decorum. 

In the two preceding chapters I have considered the nature 
of oratory in general, its various forms, whether arising from 
difference in the object, understanding, imagination, passion, 
vnll ; or in the subject, eminent and severe, light and frivolous, 
with their respective ends and characters. Under these are 
included all the primary and characteristical qualities of what- 



CHAP. III.] 


OF RHETORIC. 


27 


ever can pertinently find a place either in writing or in dis- 
course, or can truly be termed fine in the one, or eloquent in 
the other. 


CHAPTER ifl. 

The Doctrine of the preceding Chapter defended, 

Befoue I proceed to afiothcr topic, it will perhaps be thought 
proper to inquire how fiir the theory, now laid down and ex- 
plained, coincides with the doctrines on this article to be found 
in the writings of philosophers and critics. Not that I think 
such inquiries and discussions always necessary; on the con- 
trary, I imagine they often tend but to embarrass the reader, 
by distracting his attention to a multiplicity of objects, and 
so to darken and perplex a plain question. This is particu- 
larly the case on those points on which there hath been a 
variety of jarring sentiments. The simplest way and the most 
perspicuous, and generally that which best promotes the dis- 
covery of truth, is t» give as distinct and methodical a delinea- 
tion as possible of one’s own ideas, together with the grounds 
on w^hich they are founded, and to leave it to the doubtful 
reader (who thinks it worth the trouble) to compare the theory 
with the systems of other writers, and then to judge for himself. 
I am not, however, so tenacious of this method, as not to 
allow that it may sometimes, with advantage, be departed 
from. This holds especially when the sentiments of an author 
are opposed by inveterate prejudices in the reader, arising from 
contrary opinions early imbibed, or from an excessive deference 
to venerable names and anciej^t authorities. 

Section I. — Aristotle s account o/the Ridiculous explained. 

Some, on a superficial view, may imagine that the doctrine 
above expounded is opposed by no less authority than that of 
Aristotle. If it were, I should not think that e(iuivalent to a 
demonstration of its falsity. But let us hear; Aristotle hath 
observed, that ‘‘ the ridiculous implies something deformed, 
and consists in those smaller faults, which are neither painful 
nor pernicious, but unbeseeming: thus a face excites laughter 
wherein there is deformity and distortion without pain.” For 
my^ part, nothing can appear more coincident than this, as far 
as it goes, with the principles which I have endeavoured to 
establish. The Stagyrite here speaks of ridicule, not of laugh- 
ter in general, and not of every sort of ridicule, but solely of 
the ridiculous in manners, of which he hath in few words given 
a very apposite description. To take notice of any other 
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laughable object, would have been foreign to his purpose. 
Laughter is not his theme, but comedy, and laughter only so 
far as comedy is concerned with it. Now, the concern of 
comedy reaches no further than that kind of ridicule which, as 
I said, relates to manner^. The very words, with which the 
above quotation is introJluced, evince the truth of this. Co- 
medy,” says he, is, as we remarked, an imitation of things 
that are amiss; yet it docs not level at every vice.^” He had 
remarked in the preceding chapter, that its means of correction 
are not reproach, but ridicule*.” Nbr does the clause in the 
end of the sentence, concerning a countenance which raises 
laughter, in the least invalidate whatT have now affirmed; for 
it is plain that this is suggested in the way of similitude, to 
illustrate what he had ad vanced,* and not as a particular in- 
stance of the position he had laid down. For we can never , 
suppose that he would have called distorted features a certain 
fault or slip®,” and still less that he would have specified thi^, 
as what might be corrected by the art of the comedian. As 
an instance, therefore, it would have confuted his definition, 
and shown that his account of the object of laughter must be 
erroneous, since this emotion may be excited, as appears from 
the exam^e produced by himself, where there is nothing faulty 
or vicious in any kind or degree. As an illustration it was ex- 
tremely pertinent. It showed that the ridiculous in manners 
(which was all that his definition regarded) was, as far as the 
different nature of the things would permit, analogous to the 
laughable in other subjects, and that it supposed an incongruous 
combination, where there is nothing either calamitous or de- 
structive. But that in other objects, unconnected with either 
character or conduct, with either the body or the soul, there 
might not be images or exhifc^tions presented to the mind 
which would naturally provoke laughter, the philosopher has 
nowhere, as far as I know, so much as insinuated. 

Section II. — Hohhes^s account of Laughter examined^ 

From the founder of the peripatetic school, let us descend 
to the philosopher of Malmesbury, who hath defined laughter 
a sudden glory, arising from a sudden conception of some 
eminency in ourselves, by comparison with the infirmity of 
others, or with our own formerly^.” This account is, I ac- 


^ The whole pICssage runs thus, *H h HoofxviKt 19-Tiv, utro/uiVf 
^auXoTl^m /ufv, w mivtm xara ira^av aWa rev anr^^ov tTTt re yeheiev fAefm' ro 

yiMiof la^rty Af4a.frtif*a ri Mat atcyog avefivfef Mat w <p9agrtMoy‘ eief tv$uf ro ytXoiov 
fr^off-eeirot eno’X^gof rt Mat ^tfcrTpa^/Mivov avtv oit/vuc. Poet. 5. 

2 Oo •^o^'ov aXXa ro ytKetet igafaaroTrotne’af, 

* * Afjta^rtifJta rt, 

* Human Nature, Chap, ix, § 13. 
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knowledge, incompatible with that given in the preceding 
pages, and, in my judgment, results entirely from a view of the 
subject, which is in some respect partial, and in some respect 
false. It is in some respect partial. When laughter is pro- 
duced by ridicule, it is, doubtlessj accompanied with some 
degree of contempt. Kidicule, as'hatR been observed already, 
has a double operation, first on the fancy, by presenting to it 
such a group as constitutes a laughable object ; secondly, on 
the passion mentioned, by exhibiting absurdity in human cha- 
racter, in principles or ijx conduct : and contempt always im- 
plies a sense of superiority. No wonder then that one likes 
not to be ridiculed or laughfd at. Now, it is this union which 
is the great source of this author’s error, and of his attributing 
to one of the associated principles, from an imperfect view of 
the subject, what is purely the effect of the other. 

For that the emotion called laughter doth not result from 
the contempt, but solely from the perception of oddity, with 
which the passion is occasionally, not necessarily, combined, 
is manifest from the following considerations. First, contempt 
may be raised in a very high degree, both suddenly and unex- 
pectedly, without producing the least tendency to laugh. Of 
this instances have been given already from Bolingbroke and 
Swift, and innumei^able others will occur to those who are con- 
versant in the writings of those authors. Secondly, laughter 
may be, and is daily, produced by the perception of incongruous 
association, when there is no contempt. And this shows that 
Hobbes’s view of the matter is false as well as partial. “ Men,” 
says he, laugh at jests, the wit whereof always consisteth in 
the elegant discovering and conveying to our minds some 
absurdity of another^. ” I maintain, that men also laugh at 
jests, the wit whereof doth not consist in discovering any 
absurdity of another; for all jests do not come within his 
description. On a careful perusal of the foregoing sheets, the 
reader will find that there have been several instances of 
this kind produced already, in which it hath been observed 
that there is wit, but no ridicule. I shall bring but one other 
instance. Many have laughed at the queerness of the com- 
parison of these lines, 

For rhyme the rudder is of verses, 

With which like ships they steer their courses® ; 

who never dreamt that there was any person or party, practice 
or opinion,^ derided in them. But as people ^e often very 
ingenious, in their manner of defending a favoiudte hypothesis, 
if any admirer of the Hobbesian philosophy should pretend to 

® Human Nature, Chap. ix. § 13. 

® Hudihrad, Parti. Canto 1. 



30 


THE PHILOSOPHY 


[book I. 


discover some class of men whom the poet here meant to 
ridicule, he ought to consider that if any one hath been tickled 
with the passage, to whom the same thought never occurred, 
that single instance would be sufficient to subvert the doctrine, 
as it would show that there may be laughter, where is no 
triumph or glorying ovdr any body, and consequently no con- 
ceit of one’s own superiority. So that there may be, and often 
is, both contempt without laughter, and laughter without con- 
tempt. 

Besides, where wit is really pointed^ which constitutes ridi- 
cule, that it is not from what gives the conceit of our own emi- 
nence by comparison, but purely from the odd assemblage of 
ideas, that the laughter springs, is evident from this, that if 
you make but a trifling altci’ation, in tlie expression, so as to 
destroy the vnt (which often turns on a very little circumstance), 
without altering the real import of the sentence (a thing not 
only possible but easy), you will produce the same opinion, and 
the same contempt; and consequently will give the same subject 
of triumph, yet without the least tendency to laugh : and con- 
versely, in reading a well written satire, a man may be much 
diverted by the wit, whose judgment is qpt convinced by the 
ridicule or insinuated alignment, and whose former esteem of 
the object is not in the least impaired. Indeed, men’s telling 
their own blunders, even blunders recently committed, and 
laughing at them, a thing not uncommon in very risible dis- 
positions, is utterly inexplicable on Hobbes’s system. For, to 
consider the thing only with regard to the laugher himself, 
there is to him no subject of glorying, that is not counter- 
balanced by an equal subject of humiliation (he being both the 
person laughing, and the person laughed at), and these two 
subjects must destroy one another. With regard to others, 
he appears solely under the notion of inferiority, as the person 
triumphed over. Indeed, as in ridicule, agreeably to the doc- 
trine here propounded, there is always some degree, often but 
a very slight degree, of contempt, it Is not every character, I 
acknowledge, that is fond of presenting to others such subjects 
of mmth. Wherever one shows a proneness to it, it is demon- 
^ strable that on that person sociality and the^love of laughter 
have much greater influence than vanity or self-conceit : since 
for the sake of sharing with others in the joyous entertainment, 
he can submit to the mortifying circumstance of being the sub- 
ject. This, however, is in effect no more than enjoying the 
sweet which pf edominates, notwithstanding a little of the bitter 
Vfith which it is mingled. The laugh in this case is so far 
fix)m being expr^sive of the passion, that it is produced in 
spite of the passion which operates against it, and, if strong 
enough would effectuallv restrain it. 

But it is impossible that there could be any enjoyment to 
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him on the other hypothesis, which makes a laughter merely 
the expression of a triumph, occasioned by the sudden display 
of one’s own comparative excellence, a triumph in which the 
person derided could not partake. In this case, on the con- 
trary, he must undoubtedly sustain the part of the weeper, 
(according to the account which the* s^me author hath given of 
that opposite passion^, as he calls it,) and “ suddenly fall out 
with himself, on the sudden conception of defect.’^ To suppose 
that a person in laughing enjoys the contempt of himself as a 
‘matter of exultation o\^;r his own infirmity, is of a piece with 
Cowley’s description of envy exaggerated to absurdity, wherein 
she is said • 

• 

To envy at the praise herself had won®. 

• 

In the same way, a miser may be said to gru(^e the money 
that himself hath got, or a glutton the repast; for the lust of 
praise as much terminates in self, as avarice or gluttony. It is 
a strange sort of theory, which makes the frustration of a pas- 
sion and the gratification the same thing. 

As to the remark, that wit is not the only cause of this emo- 
tion, that men laugh at indecencies and mischances; nothing is 
more certain. A well-dressed man falling into the kennel, 
will raise in the spectators a peal of laughter. But this confirms, 
instead of weakening, the doctrine here laid down. The 
genuine object is always things grouped together, in which 
there is some striking unsuitableness. The effect is much the 
same, whether the things themselves are presented to the 
senses by external accident, or the ideas of them are presented 
to the imagination by wit and humour; though it is only with 
the latter that the subject of eloquence is concerned. 

In regard to Hobbes’s system, I shall only remark further, 
that according to it, a very risible man, and a very self-con- 
ceited supercilious man, should imply the same character, yet, 
in fact, perhaps, no two characters more rarely meet in the 
same person. Pride, and contempt, its usual attendant, con- 
sidered in themselves, lire unpleasant passions, and tend to 
make men fastidious, always finding ground to be dissatis- 
fied with their situation and their company. Accordingly, 
those who are most addicted to these passions are not 
generally t^e happiest of mortals. It is only when the last 
of these hath gotten for an alloy a considerable share of 
sensibility in regard to wit and humour, which serves both 
to moderate and to sweeten the passion, tj;iat it can be 
termed in any degree sociable or agreeable. It hath been 
often remarked of very proud persons, that they disdain to 

^ Hobbes’s Hum. Nat. Chap. ix. § 14. 

® Davidels, Book i. 
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laugh, as thinking that it derogates from their dignity, and 
levels them too much with the common herd. The merriest 
people, on the contrary, are the least suspected of being 
haughty and contemptuous people. The company of the 
former is generally as much courted as that of the latter is 
shunned. To refer oun^lVes to such universal observations, is 
to appeal to the common sense of mankind. How admirably 
is the height of pride and arrogance touched in the character 
which Ccesar gives of Cas&ius! 

- He loves no plays 

As thou dost, Antony ; he hears no music ; 

Seldom he smiles, and singes fh such a sort, 

As if he mock’d himself, and scorn’d his spirit, 

That could be mov’d to smile at any thing®. 


I should nof^'have been so particular in the refutation of the 
English philosopher's system in regard to laughter, had I not 
considered a careful discussion of tliis question as one of the 
best means of developing some of the radical principles of this 
inquiry. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Of the relation which eloquence bears to logic and to 
grammar. 

In contemplating a human creature, the most natural division 
of the subject Is the common division into soul and body, or 
into the living principle of perception and of action, and that 
system of material organs by which the other receives infor- 
mation from without, and is enabled to exert its powers, both 
for its own benefit and for that of the species. Analogous to 
this, there are two things in every discourse which principally 
claim our attention, the sense and the expression; or in other 
words, the thought and the symbol by which it is communi- 
cated. These may be said to constitute the soul and the body 
of an oration, or indeed of whatever is signified to another by 
language. For, as in man, each of these constituent parts hath 
its distinctive attributes, and as the perfection of the latter con- 
sisteth In its fitness for serving the purposes of the former, so 
it is precisely* with those two essential parts of every speech, 
the sense and the expression. Now, it is by the sense that 
rhetoric holds of logic, and by the expression that she holds of 
grammar. 


* Shakspeare’s Julius CsBsar. 
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The sole and ultimate end of logic is the eviction of truth; 
one important end of eloquence, though, as appears from the 
first chapter, neither the sole, nor always the ultimate, is the 
conviction of the hearers. Pure logic regards only the subject, 
which is examined solely for the sake of infornuition. Truth, 
as such, is the proper aim of the examiner. Eloquence not only 
considers the subject, but also the speaker and the hearers, and 
both the subject and the speaker for the sake of the hearers, or 
rather for the sake of the eficct intended to be produced in 
them. Now, to convinoq the hearers is always either proposed 
by the orator, as his end in addressing them, or supposed to 
accompany the accompliehuient of his end. Of the five sorts 
of discourses above mentioned, there are only two wherein con- 
viction is the avowed purpojse. One is that addressed to the 
understanding, in which the speaker proposeth to prove some 
position disbelieved or doubted by the hearers; the other is 
that which is calculated to influence the will, and persuade to a 
certain conduct; for it is by convincing the judgment that he 
proposeth to interest the passions and fix the resolution. As 
to the three other kinds of discourses enumerated, which address 
the understanding, the imagination, and the passions, convic- 
tion, though not the end, ought ever to accompany the accom- 
plishment of the end. It is never formally proposed as an end 
where there are not supposed to be previous doubts or errors to 
conquer. But when due attention is not paid to it, by a proper 
management of the subject, doubts, disbelief, and mistake will 
be raised by the discourse itself, where there were none before, 
and these will not fail to obstruct the speaker’s end, whatever 
it be. In explanatory discourses, which are of all kinds the 
simplest, there is a certain precision of manner which ought to 
pervade the whole, and which, though not in the form of argu- 
ment, is not the less satisfactory, since it carries internal evidence 
along with it. In harangues pathetic or panegyrical, in order 
that the hearers may be moved or pleased, it is of great conse- 
quence to impress them with the belief of the reality of the 
subject. Nay, even in those performances where truth, in re- 
gard to the individual facts related, is neither sought nor ex- 
pected, as in some sorts of poetry, and in romance, truth still 
is an object to the mind, the general truths regarding character, 
manners, and incidents. When these are preserved, the piece 
may justly be denominated true, considered as a picture of 
life; though false, considered as a narrative of particular 
events. And even these untrue events mu^ be counter- 
feits of tx’uth, and bear its image; for in cases wherein the 
proposed end can be rendered consistent with unbelief, it 
cannot be rendered compatible with incredibility. Thus, in 
order to satisfy the mind, in most cases, truth, and in every 
case, what bears the semblance of truth, must be presented to 

D 
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it. This holds equally, whatever be the declared aim of the 
speaker. I need scarcely add, that to prove a particular point 
is often occasionally necessary in every sort of discourse, as a 
subordinate end conducive to the advancement of the principal. 
If then it is the business of logic to evince the truth, to con- 
vince an auditory, whi^h is the province of eloquence, is but a 
particular application of the logician’s art. As logic therefore 
forges the arms which eloquence teaclieth us to wield, we must 
first have recourse to the fonner, that being made acquainted 
with the materials of which her \veapons and armour are 
severally made, we may know their respective strength and 
temper, and when and how each is to be used. 

Now, if it be by the sense or soul of the discourse that rhe- 
toric holds of logic, or the art of J;hinking and reasoning, it is 
by the expression or body of the discourse that she holds of 
grammar, or the art of conveying our thoughts in the words of 
a particular language. The observation of one analogy natur- 
ally suggests another. As the soul i^ of heavenly extraction 
and the body of earthly, so the sense of the discourse ought to 
have its source in the invariable nature of truth and right, 
whereas the expression can derive its energy only from the ar- 
bitrary conventions of men, sources as unlike, or rather as 
widely different, as the breath of the Almighty and the dust 
of the earth. « In every region of the globe we may soon dis- 
cover, that people feel and argue in much the same manner, 
but the speech of one nation is quite unintelligible to another. 
The art of the logician is accordingly, in some sense, universal; 
the art of the grammarian is always particular and local. The 
rules of argumentation laid down by Aristotle, in his Analy- 
tics, are of as much use for the discovery of truth in Britain or 
China as they were in Greece; but Priscian’s rules of inflec- 
tion and construction can assist us in learning no language but 
Latin. In propriety there cannot be such a thing as an uni- 
versal grammar, unless there were such a thing as an universal 
language. The term hath sometimes, indeed, been applied to 
a collection of observations on the similar analogies that have 
been discovered in all tongues, ancient and modern, known to 
the authors of such collections. I do not mention this liberty 
in the use of the term with a view to censure it. In the appli- 
cation of technical or learned words, an author hath greater 
scope than in the application of those which are in more fre- 
quent use, and is only then thought censurable when he expo- 
seth himself tq be misunderstood. But it is to my purpose to 
observe that, as such collections convey the knowledge of no 
tongue whatever, the name grammar y when applied to them, 
is used in a sense quite different from that which it has in the 
common acceptation; perhaps as dififerent, though the subject 
be language, as when it is applied to a system of geography^ 
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Now, the grammatical art hath its completion in syntax; the 
oratorical, as far as the body or expression is concerned, in 
style. Syntax regards only the composition of many words 
into one sentence; style, at the same time that it attends to 
this, regards further the composition of many sentences into 
one discourse. Nor is this the only (Jifference; the gramma- 
rian, with respect to what the two arts have in common, the 
structure of sentences, Requires only purity ; that is, that the 
words employed belong to the language, and that they be con- 
strued in the manner, aild used in the signification, which cus- 
tom hath rendered necessary for conveying the sense. The 
orator requires also beaifty s^nd strength. The highest aim of 
the former is the lowest aim of the jitter ; where grammar ends 
eloquence begins. . 

Thus the grammarian’s department bears much the same rela- 
tion to the orator’s which the art of the mason bears to that of 
the architect. There is, however, one difference that well de- 
serves our notice. As in architecture it is not necessary that 
he who designs should execute his own plans, he may be an 
excellent artist in this way who would handle very awlavardly 
the hammer and tho trowel. But it is alike incumbent on the 
orator to design and to execute. He must, therefore, be master 
of the language he speaks or writes, and must be capable of 
adding to grammatic purity those higher qualities of elocution 
which will render his discourse graceful and energetic. 

So much for the connexion that subsists between rhetoric 
and these parent arts, logic and grammar. 

CHAPTER V. 

Of the different sources of Evidence^ and the different Subjects 
to lohich they are I'espectively adapted. 

Logical truth consisteth in the conformity of our conceptions 
to their archetypes in the nature of things. This conformity 
is perceived by the mind, either immediately on a bare attention 
to the ideas under review, or mediately by a comparison of 
these with other related ideas. Evidence of the former kind is 
called intuitive ; of the latter, deductive. 


Section I. — Of Intuitive Evidence. 

Part I. — Mathematical Axioms. 

Of intuitive evidence there are different sorts. One is that 
which results purely from intellection.^ Of this kind is the 
evidence of these propositions: One and four make five — 

*•1 have here adopted the term intellection rather ihsnj^rception, because, 
though not so usuah it is both more apposite and less equivocal. Perception 
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Things equal to the same thing are equal to one another — The 
whole is greater than a part and, in brief, all axioms in arith- 
metic and geometry. These are, in effect, but so many differ- 
ent expositions of our own general notions, taken in different 
views. Some of them arc no other than definitions, or equivalent 
to definitions. To say,"^^ One and four make^ye,’’ is precisely 
the same as to say, We give the name oi five to one added 
to four.” In fact, they are all, in sorfle respect, reducible to 
this axiom, Whatever is, is.” I do not say they are deduced 
from it, for they have in like manner that original and intrinsic 
evidence, which makes them, as soon as the terms are understood, 
to be perceived intuitively. And if thtiy are not thus perceived, 
no deduction of reason will over confer on them any additional 
evidence. Nay, in point of time, the discovery of the less gene- 
ral truths has the priority, not from their superior evidence, but 
solely from this consideration, that the less general are sooner 
objects of perception to us, the natural progress of the mind, 
in the acquisition of its ideas, being from particular things to 
universal notions, and not inversely. But I affirm that, though 
not deduced from that axiom, tliey may be considered as parti- 
cular exemplifications of it, and coincident with it, inasmuch 
as they are all implied in this, that the properties of our clear 
and adequate ideas can be no other than what the mind clearly 
perceives thetfe to be. 

But, in order to prevent mistakes, it will be necessary further 
to illustrate this subject. It might be thought that if axioms 
were propositions perfectly identical, it would be impossible to 
advance a step, by their means, beyond the simple ideas first 
perceived by the mind. And it must be owned, it the predicate 
of the proposition were nothing but a repetition of the subject, 
under the same aspect, and in the same or synonymous terms, 
no conceivable advantage could be made of it for the further- 
ance of knowledge. Of such propositions as these for instance, 
Seven are seven,” eight are eight,” and ‘rfen added to eleven, 
are equal to ten added to eleven,” it is manifest, that we could 
never avail ourselves of them for the improvement of science. N or 
does the change of the name make any alteration in point of utility. 
The propositions, Twelve arc a dozen,” twenty are a score,” 
unless considered as explications of the words dozen and score^ 
are equally insignificant with the former. But when the thing, 

is employed alike to denote every immediate object of thought, or whatever 
is apprehended the mind, our sensations themselves, and those qualities in 
body suggested by our sensations, the ideas of these upon reflection, whether 
remembered or imagined, together with those called general notions, or ab- 
stract ideas. It is only the last of these kinds which are considered as 
peculiarly the object of the understanding, and which, therefore, require to 
be distinguished by a peculiar name. Obscurity arising from an uncommon 
word is easily surmounted, w^hereas ambiguity, by misleading us, ere we 
are aware, confounds our notion of the subject altogether. 



CHAP, V,] 


OF RHETORIC. 


37 


though In effect coinciding, is considered under a different as- 
pect; when what is single in the subject is divided in the pre- 
dicate, and conversely; or when what is a whole in the one is 
regarded as a part of something else in the other ; such propo- 
sitions lead to the discovery of innumerable and apparently 
remote relations. One added to fouy may be accounted no 
other than a definition of the word five^ as was remarked above. 
But when 1 say, “ Twoadded to tliree are equal to five,” I ad- 
vance a truth, which, though equally clear, is quite distinct from 
the preceding. Thus, if one should affirm, Twice fifteen 
make thirty,” and again, ‘‘ Thirteen added to seventeen make 
tlurty,” nobody would p»etcnd that he had repeated the same 
proposition in other words.* The cases are entirely similar. 
In both, the same thing is^ predicated of ideas which, taken 
severally, arc different. From these again result other equa- 
tions, as, “ One added to four arc equal to two added to three,” 
Mid twice fifteen arc equal to thirteen added to seventeen.” 

Now, it is by the aid of such simple and elementaryprinciples, 
that the arithmetician and the algebraist proceed to the most 
astonishing discoveries. Nor arc the operations of the geometri- 
cian essentially diffeyent. By a very few steps you are made to 
perceive the equality, or rather the coincidence, of the sum 
of the two angles formed by one straight line falling on an- 
other, with two right angles. By a process equally plain you 
are brought to discover, first, that if one side of a triangle be pro- 
duced, the external angle will be equal to both the internal and 
opposite angles, and then, that all the angles of a triangle are 
equal to two right angles. So much for the nature and use of the 
fii’st kind of intuitive evidence, resulting from pure intellection. 

Part II. — Consciousness, 

The next kind is that which ariseth from consciousness. 
Hence every man derives the perfect assurance that he hath of 
his own existence. Nor is he only in this way assured that he 
exists, but that he thinks, that he feels, that he sees, that He 
hears, and the like. Hence his absolute certainty in regard to 
the reality of his sensations and passions, and of every thing 
whose essence consists in being perceived. Nor does this kind 
of intuition regard only the truth of the original feelings or 
impressions, but also many of the judgments that are formed 
by the mind, on comparing these one with another. Thus the 
judgments we daily and hourly form, concerning resemblances 
or disparities in visible objects, or size in things tangible, where 
the odds is considerable, darker or lighter tints in colours, 
stronger or weaker tastes or smells, are all self-evident, and dis- 
coverable at once. It is from the same principle that, in re- 
gard to ourselves, we jud^e infallibly concerning the feelings, 
whether pleasant or painful, which we derive from what are 
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called the internal senses, and pronounce concerning beauty or 
deformity, harmony or discord, the elegant or the ridiculous. 
The difference between this kind of intuition and the former 
will appear on the slightest reflection. The former concerns 
only abstract notions and ideas, particularly in regard to 
number and extension, the objects purely of the understanding; 
the latter concerns only the existence of the mind itself, and 
its actual feelings, impressions or affections, pleasures or pains, 
the immediate subjects of sense, taking that word in the largest 
acceptation. The former gives rise those universal truths, 
first principles or axioms, which serve as the foundation of ab- 
stract science; whereas the latter, though absolutely essential 
to the individual, yet as it only regards particular perceptions, 
which represent no distinct genus or species of objects, the 
judgments resulting thence cannot form any general positions 
to which a chain of reasoning may be fastened, and conse- 
quently are not of the nature of axioms, though both similar 
and equal in respect of evidence. 

Paut III. — Common Sense. 

The third sort is that which arisQth frpm what hath been 
termed properly enough, common sense^^ as being an original 

2 The first among the moderns who took notice of this principle^ as one of 
the genuine springs of our knowledge, was Buffier, a French philosopher of 
the present centur y, in a book entitled Truitc des premieres V/rUcs ; one who 
to an uncommon degree of acuteness in matters of abstraction added that 
solidity of judgment w hich hath prevented in him, what had proved the 
wreck of many great names in phiu)Sophy, his understanding becoming the 
dupe of his ingenuity. This doctrine hath lately, in our own country, been 
set in the clearest light, and supported by invincible force of argument, by 
two very able w riters in the science of man, Dr. Hcid, in his Jiupiinj into the 
Human Mindy and Dr. Beattie, in his Kssaij on the ImmutahiUty of Truth. 1 
bf3g leave to remark in this place, that, though for distinction’s sake, I use 
the term common sense in a more limited signification than either of the authors 
last mentioned, there appears to be no real difference in our sentiments of the 
thing itseff. I am not ignorant that this doctrine has been lately attacked 
by.Dr. Priestley in a most extraordinary manner, a manner which no man, 
who has any regard to the name either of Englishman or of philosopher, will 
ever desire to see imitated, in this or any other country. 1 have read the per- 
formance, hut have not been able to discover the author’s sentiments in rela- 
tion to the principal point in dispute. He says expressly, [Examination of 
Dr. Reid’s Inquiry, &c. p. IHl,] “Had these writers,” Messieurs Reid, 
Beattie, and Oswald, “assumed as the elements of their common sense cer- 
tain truths which are so plain that no man could doubt of them, (without 
entering into the ground of our assent to them,) their conduct would have 
been liable to very little objection.” And is not this tho very thing which 
these writers have done? What he means to signify by the parenthesis, 
“ (without entering into the ground of our assent to them,)” it is not easy 
to gTiess. By a ground of assent to any proposition is commonly understood 
a reason or arguirfent in support of it. Now, by his own hypothesis, there 
are truths so plain, that no man can doubt of them. If so, what ground of 
assent beyond their own plainness ought we to seek; what beside this can we 
ever hope to find, or what better reason needs be given for denominating such 
truths the dictates of common sense? If something plainer could be found 
to senve as evidence of any of them, then this plainer truth would be admitted 
as the first principle, and the other would be considered as deduced by rea- 
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goiirce of knowledge common to all mankind. I own, indeed, 
tliat in different persons it prevails in different degrees of strength ; 
but no human creature hath been found originally and totally 

soning. But notwithstanding the mistake in the instance, the general doc- 
trine of primar^r truths would remain unhur|. It seems, however, that 
though their conduct would have been liable to tery little, it would have been 
liable to some objection. “ All that could have been said would have been, 
that, without any necessity, they had m^do an innovation in the received use 
of the term.” I have a better opinion of these gentlemen than to imagine, 
that if the thing which they contend for bo admitted, tliey will enter into 
a dispute with any person abc»nt the name: though, in my judgment, even as 
to this, it is not they, but he, who is the innovator. He proceeds, “ For no 
person ever denied that there are self-evident truths, and that these must be 
assumed, as the foundation of hll cyir reasoning. 1 never met with any per- 
son who did not acknowledge this, or heard of any argumentative treatise 
tliat did not go on the supposition of it.” Now, if this be the case, I would 
gladly know what is the great point he controverts. Is it, whether such self- 
evident truths shall be denominated principles of Common Sense, or bo dis- 
tinguished by some other appellation? Was it worth any man’s while to 
n’rite an octavo of near 400 pages, for the discussion of such a question as 
this? And if, as he assures ns, they have said more than is necessary, in 
jiroof of a truth which he himself thinks indisputable, was it no more than 
necessary in Dr. Priestley to compose so large a volume, in order to convince 
the world that too much had been said already on the subject ? 1 do not 

enter into the examination of his objections to some of the particular prin- 
ciples produced as primary truths. An attempt of this kind would be foreign 
to my purpose; besides that the authors he has attacked are better qualified 
for defending their own doctrine, and no doubt will do it, if they think there 
is occasion. I shall only subjoin two remarks on this hook. The first is, 
that the author, through the whole, confounds two things totally distinct, 
certain associations of ideas, and certain judgments implying belief, which, 
though in some, arc not in all cases, and therefore not necessarily, connected 
with association. And if so, merely to account for the association is in no 
case to account for the belief with which it is attended. Nay, admitting his 
plea, [page 86,] that by the principle of association not only the ideas but 
the concomitant belief may he accounted for, even this docs not invalidate 
the doctrine he impugns. For, let it be observed that it is one thing to 
assign a cause which, from the mechanism of our nature, has given rise to a 
particular tenet or belief, and another thing to produce a reason by W’hich 
the understanding has been convinced. Now, unless this be done as to the 
principles in question, they must be considered as primary truths, in respect 
of the understanding, which never deduced them from other truths, and 
which is under a necessity, in all moral reasonings, of founding upon them. 
In fact, to give any other account of our conviction of them is to confirm 
instead of confuting the doctrine, that in all argumentation they must be 
regarded as primary truths, or truths which reason never inferred, through 
any medium, from other truths previously perceived. My second remark is, 
that though this examiner has, from Dr. lleid, given us a catalogue of first 
principles, which he deems unworthy of the honourable place assigned them, 
he has no vvhere thought proper to give us a list of those self-evident truths 
which, by his own account, and in his own express words, ** must be assumed 
as the foundation of all our reasoning.” How much light might have been 
thrown upon the subject by the contrast ! Perhaps we should have been 
enabled, on the comparison, to discover some distinctive characters in his 
^nuin© axioms, which would have preserved us from the danger of con- 
founding them with their spurious ones. Nothing is mor^evident than that, 
matter of fact, the mathematical axioms will not answer. 
1 hese are purely fitted for evolving the abstract relations of quantity. This 
he in effect owns himself [page It would have been obliging, then, and 
would have greatly contributed to shorten the controversy, if he had given 
us at least a specimen of those self-evident principles, which, in his estima- 
tion, are the plus ultra of moral reasoning. 
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destitute of it, who is not accounted a monster in his kind; 
for such, doubtless, are all idiots and changelings. By mad- 
ness, a disease which makes terrible havoc on the faculties of the 
mind, it may be in a great measure, but is never entirely lost. 

It is purely hence that we derive our assurance of such 
truths as these; Whatever has a beginning has a cause” — 

When tliere is in the effect a manifest adjustment of the 
several parts to a certain end, there is intelligence in the 
cause.” The course of nature will be the same to-morrow 
that it is to-day; or, the future w^l resemble the past” — 

There is such a thing as body; or, there are material sub- 
stances independent of the mind’s conceptions” — There are 
other intelligent beings in the universe besides me” — The 
clear representations of my memory, in regard to past events, 
are indubitably true.” These, and a great many more of the 
same kind, it is impossible for any man by reasoning to evince, 
as might easily be shown, were this a proper place for the dis- 
cussion. And it is equally impossible, without a full convic- 
tion of them, to advance a single step in the acquisition of 
knowledge, especially in all that regards mankind, life, and 
conduct. 

T am sensible that some of these, to men not accustomed to 
inquiries of this kind, will appear at first not to be primary 
principles, but conclusions from other principles; and some of 
them will be thought to coincide with the other kinds of intui- 
tion above mentioned. Thus the first, “ Whatever hath a 
beginning hath a cause,” may be thought to stand on tJlie same 
footing with mathematical axioms. I acknowledge that in 
point of evidence they are equal, and it is alike impossible, in 
cither case, for a rational creature to withhold his assent. 
Nevertheless, there is a difference in kind. All the axioms in 
mathematics arc but the enunciations of certain properties in 
our abstract notions, distinctly perceived by the mind, but have 
no relation to any thing without themselves, and can never be 
made the foundation of any conclusion concerning actual exist- 
ence; whereas, in the axiom last specified, from the existence 
of one thing we intuitively conclude the existence of another. 
This proposition, however, so far differs, in my apprehension, 
from others of the same order, that I cannot avoid considering 
the opposite assertion as not only false but contradictory ; but 
I do not pretend to explain the ground of this difference. 

The faith we give to memory may be thought, on a super- 
ficial view, to be resolvable into consciousness, as well as that 
we give to the immediate impressions of sense. But on a little 
attention one may easily perceive the difference. To believe 
the report of our senses doth indeed commonly imply to 
believe the existence of certain external and corporeal objects, 
which give rise to our particular sensations. This, I acknow- 
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ledge, is a principle which doth not spring from consciousness, 
(for consciousness cannot extend beyond sensation,) but from 
common sense, as well as the assurance we have in the report 
of memory. But this was not intended to be included under 
the second branch of intuitive evidence. By that firm belief 
in sense, which I there resolved into;con8ciousness, I meant 
no more than to say, I am certain that I sec, and feel, and 
think, what I actually sec, and feel, and think. As in this I 
pronounce only concerning my own present feelings, whose 
essence consists in being felt, and of which 1 am at present 
conscious, my conviction is reducible to this axiom, or coinci- 
dent with it, It is impossible for a thing to be and not to be 
at the same time.” Now when I say, I trust entirely to the 
clear report of my memory^ I mean a good deal more than, 
I am certain that my memory gives such a report, or repre- 
sents things in such a manner,” for this conviction I have 
indeed from consciousness; but I mean, I am certain that 
things lmj)pcned heretofore at such a time, in the precise man- 
ner in which I now remember that they then happened.” 
Thus there is a reference in the ideas of memory to former 
sensible impressions, to which there is nothing analogous in 
sensation. At the same time it is evident, that remembrance 
is not always accompanied with this full conviction. To 
describe, in words, the difference between those lively sig- 
natures of memory, which command an unlimited assent, and 
those fainter traces which raise opinion only, or even doubt, is 
perhaps impracticable; but no man stands in need of such 
assistance to enable him in fact to distinguisli them, for the 
direction of his own judgment and conduct. Some may 
imagine that it is from experience we come to know what faith 
In every case is due to memory. But It will appear more fully 
.afterwards, that unless we had implicitly relied on the distinct 
and vivid informations of that faculty, we could not have 
moved a step towards the acquisition of experience. It must, 
however, be admitted, that experience is of use in assisting us 
to judge concerning the more languid and confused suggestions 
of memory; or, to speak more properly, concerning the reality 
of tliose things, of which we ourselves are doubtful whether 
we remember them or not. 

In regard to the primary truths of this order, it may be 
urged that it cannot be affirmed of them all at least, as it may 
of the axioms in mathematics, or the assurances we have from 
consciousness, that the denial of them implies a manifest con- 
tradiction. It is, perhaps, physically possible that the course 
of nature will be inverted the very next moment; that my 
memory is no other than a delirium, and my life a dream; that 
all is mere illusion; that I am the only being in the universe, 
and that there is no such thing as body. Nothing can be 
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juster than the reply given by Buffier, It must be owned,” 
says he,^ that to maintain propositions, the reverse of the 
primary truths of common sense, doth not imply a contradic- 
tion; it only implies insanity.” But if any person, on account 
of this difference in the nature of these two classes of axioms, 
should not think the tetm intuitive so properly applied to the 
evidence of the last mentioned, let him denominate it, if he 
please, instinctive: I have no objection to the term; nor do I 
think it derogates in the least from the dignity, the certainty, 
or the importance of the truths themsQlves. Such instincts are 
no other than the oracles of eternal wisdom. 

For, let it be observed further, that* axioms of this last kind 
are as essential to moral reasoning, to all deductions concern- 
ing life and existence, as those of the first kind are to the 
sciences of arithmetic and geometry. Perhaps it will appear 
afterwards that, without the aid of some of them, these sci- 
ences themselves would be utterly inaccessible to us. Besides, 
the mathematical axioms can never extend their influence be- 
yond the precincts of abstract knowledge, in regard to number 
and extension, or assist us in the discovery of any matter of 
fact: whereas, with knowledge of the latter kind, the whole 
conduct and business of human life is principally and intimately 
connected. All reasoning necessarily Bui)po8es that there are 
certain principles in which we must acquiesce, and beyond 
which we cannot go — principles clearly discernible by their own 
light, which can derive no additional evidence from any thing 
besides. On the contrary supposition, the investigation of 
truth would be an endless and a fruitless task ; we should be 
eternally proving, whilst nothing could ever be proved ; be- 
cause, by the hypothesis, we could never ascend to premises 
which require no proof. If there be no first truths,” says 
the author lately quoted,^ there can be no second truths, nor 
third, nor indeed any truth at all.” 

So much for intuitive evidence, in the extensive meaning 
which hath here been given to that term, as including every 
thing whose evidence results from the simple contemplation of 
the ideas or perceptions which form the proposition under con- 
sideration, and requires not the intervention of any third idea 
as a medium of proof This, for order’s sake, I have dis^ 
tributed into three classes, the truths of pure intellection, of 
consciousness, and of common sense. The first may be deno- 
minated metaphysical, the second physical, the third moral; 
all of them natjiral, original, and unaccountable. 


^ Premieres Verites, Part i. Chap. xi. 
* lb. Dessein de TOuvrage. 
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Section II . — Of deductive evidence. 

Part I . — Division of the subject into scientific and morale 
with the principal distinctions between them. 

All rational or deductive evidence Ss derived from one or 
other of these two sources: from the invariable propeii:ies or 
relations of general ideas ; or Irom the actual, though perhaps 
variable connexions subsisting among things. The former we 
call demonstrative, theJgittcr moral. Demonstration is built 
on pure intellection, and consistetli in an uninterrupted series 
of axioms. That propositions formerly demonstrated are taken 
into the series, doth not in the least invalidate this account; 
inasmuch as these propositions are all resolvable into axioms, 
and are admitted as links in the chain; not because necessary, 
but merely to avoid the useless prolixity which frequent and 
tedious repetition of proofs formerly given would occasion. 
Moral evidence is founded on the principles we have from con- 
sciousness and common sense, improved by experience; and 
as it proceeds on this general presumption or moral axiom, 
that the course of nature in time to come will be similar to 
what it hath been hitherto, it decides, in regard to particulars, 
concerning the future from the past, and concerning things un- 
known from things familiar to us. The first is solely con- 
versant about number and extension, and about those other 
qualities which are measurable by these. Such are duration, 
velocity, and weight. With regard to such qualities as pleasure 
and pain, virtue and vice, wisdom and folly, beauty and de- 
formity, though they admit degrees, yet, as there is no stand- 
ard or common measure, by which their differences and pro- 
portions can be ascertained and expressed in numbers, they 
can never become the subject of demonstrative reasoning. 
Here rhetoric, it must be acknowledged, hath little to do. 
Simplicity of diction, and precision in an^angement, whence 
results perspicuity, are, as was observed already,® all the 
requisites. The proper province of rhetoric is the second, or 
moral evidence; for to the second belong all decisions concern- 
ing fact, and things without us. 

But that the nature of moral evidence may be better under- 
stood, it will not be amiss to remark a few of the most eminent 
differences between this and the demonstrative. 

The first difference that occurs is in their subjects. The sub- 
ject of the one is, as hath been observed, abstract independent 
truth, or the unchangeable and necessary relations of ideas; 
thart of the other, the real but often changeable and contingent 
connexions that subsist among things actually existing. Ab- 
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stract truths, as the proj)erties of quantity, have no respect to 
time or to place, no dependence on the volition of any being, 
or on any cause whatever, but are eternally and immuta- 
bly the same. The very reverse of all this generally ob- 
tains with regard to fact. In consequence of what has been 
now advanced, assertion^ opposite to truths of the former kind, 
are not only false, but absurd. They are not only not true, 
but it is impossible they should be true, whilst the meanings of 
the words (and consequently the ideas compared) remain the 
same. This doth not hold commonjy in any otlier kind of 
evidence. Take, for instance, of the first kind, the following 
affirmations, “ The cube of two is thcdialf of sixteen,” — The 
square of the hypothenuse is equal to the sum of the squares of 
the sides ,” — ‘‘ If equal things be faken from equal things, the 
remainders will be equal.” Contrary propositions, as, “ The 
cube of two is more than the half of sixteen,” — The square of 
the hypothenuse is less than the sum of the squares of the sides,” 
— If equal things be taken from equal things, the remainders 
will be unequal,” are chargeable, not only with falsity, but with 
absurdity, being inconceivable and contradictory. Whereas, to 
these truths which we acquire by moral evidence, Caesar over- 
came Pornpey,” — The sun wdll rise to-morrow,” — All men 
will die,” — the opposite assertions, though untrue, are easily 
conceivable without changing, in the least, the import of the 
words, and therefore do not imply a contradiction. 

The second difference I shall remark is, that moral evidence 
admits degrees, demonstration doth not. This is a plain con- 
sequence of the preceding difference. Essential or necessary 
truth, the sole object of the latter, is incompatible with degree. 
And though actual truth, or matter of fact, be the ultimate aim 
of the former, likelihood alone, which is susceptible of degree, 
is usually the utmost attainment. Whatever is exhibited as 
demonstration is cither mere illusion, and so no evidence at 
all, or absolutely perfect. There is no medium. In moral 
reasoning we ascend from possibility, by an insensible grada- 
tion, to probability, and thence, in the same manner, to the 
summit of moral certainty. On this summit, or on any of the 
steps leading to it, the conclusion of the argument may rest. 
Hence the result of that is, by way of eminence, denominated 
science, and the evidence itself is termed scientific; the result 
of this is frequently (not always) entitled to no higher denomi- 
nation than opinion. Now, in the mathematical sciences, no 
mention is ever made of opinions. 

The third difference is, that in the one there never can be 
any contrariety of proofs; in the other, there not only may be, 
but almost always is. If one demonstration were ever capable 
of being refuted, it could be solely by another demonstration, 
this being the only sort of evidence adapted to the subject, and 
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the only sort by which the former could be matched. But to 
suppose that contraries are demonstrable, is to suppose that the 
same proposition is both true and false, which is a manifest 
contradiction. Consequently, if there should ever be the ap- 
pearance of demonstration on opposite sides, that on one side 
must be fallacious and sophistical, dt is not so with moral 
evidence, for, unless in a few singular instances, there is always 
real, not apparent evidence on both sides. There are contrary 
experiences, contrary presumptions, contrary testimonies, to 
balance against one aitather. In this case, the probability, 
upon the whole, is in the proportion which the evidence on the 
side that preponderates bea^s to its opposite. We usually say, 
indeed, that the evidence lies on such a side of the question, 
and not on the reverse ; bujb by this expression is only meant 
the overplus of evidence, on comparing both sides. In like 
manner, when we affirm of an event, that it is probable, we say 
the contrary is only possible, although, when they are severally 
considered, we do not scruple to say. This is more probable 
than that; or, The probabilities on one side outweigh those 
on the other. 

The fourth and last difference I shall observe is, that scien- 
tific evidence is simple, consisting of only one coherent series, 
every part of which depends on the preceding, and, as it were, 
suspends the following : moral evidence is generally compli- 
cated, being in reality a bundle of independent pi’oofs. Tlie 
longest demonstration is but one uniform chain, the links 
whereof, taken severally, are not to be regarded as so many 
arguments, and consequently when thus taken, they conclude 
notliing ; but taken together, and in their proper order, they 
form one argument, which is perfectly conclusive. It is 
true, the same theorem may be demonstrable in different 
ways, and by different mediums; but as a single demonstra- 
tion, clearly understood, commands the fullest conviction, every 
other is superfluous. After one demonstrative proof^ a man 
may try a second, purely as an exercise of ingenuity, or the 
better to assure himself that he hath not committed an over- 
sight in the first. Thus it may serve to warrant the regular 
procedure of his faculties, but not to make an addition to the 
former proof, or supply any deficiency perceived in it. So far 
is it from answering this end, that he is no sooner sensible of 
a defect in an attempt of this nature, than the whole is rejected 
as good for nothing, and carrying with it no degree of evidence 
whatever. In moi’al reasoning, on the contrarjs, there is often 
a combination of many distinct topics of argument, no way de- 
pendent on one another. Each hath a certain portion of evi- 
dence bdonging to itself, each bestows on the conclusion a 
particular degree of likelihood, of all which accumulated the 
credibility of the fact is compounded. The former maybe 
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cpmpared to an arch, no part of which can subsist inde- 
pendently of the rest. If you make any breach in it, you 
destroy the whole. The latter may be compared to a tower, 
the height whereof is but the aggregate of the heights of the 
several parts reared above one another, and so may be gradually 
diminished, as it was gradually raised. 

So much for the respective natures of scientific and of moral 
evidence, and those characteristical qualities which discriminate 
them from each other. On a survey of the whole, it seems in- 
dubitable, that if the former is infinitely superior in point of 
authority, the latter no less excels in point of importance. 
Abstract truth, as far as it is ^he 'object of our faculties, 
is almost entirely confined to quantity, concrete or discrete. 
The sphere of Demonstration is narrow, but within her 
sphere she is a despotic sovereign, her sway is uncontrol- 
lable. Her rival, on the contrary, hath less power but wider 
empire. Her forces, indeed, are not always irresistible ; but 
the whole world is comprised in her dominions. Reality or fact 
comprehends the laws and the works of nature, as well as the 
arts and the institutions of men ; in j^rief, all the beings which 
fall under the cognizance of the human mind, with all their 
modifications, operations, and effects. By the first, we must 
acknowledge, wdien applied to things, and combined with the 
discoveries of the second, our researches into nature in a 
certain line are facilitated, the understanding is enlightened, 
and many of the arts, both elegant and useful, are improved 
and perfected. Without the aid of the second, society must 
not only suffer but perish. Human nature itself could not 
subsist. This organ of knowledge, which extends its influence 
to every precinct of philosophy, and governs in most, serves 
also to regulate all the ordinary but indispensable concern- 
ments of life. To these it is admirably adapted, notwithstand- 
ing its inferiority in respect of dignity, accuracy, and perspi- 
cuity. For it is principally to the acquisitions procured by 
experience that we owe the use of language, and the know- 
ledge of almost every thing that makes the soul of a man differ 
from that of a new-born infant. On the other hand, there is 
no despot so absolute as not to be liable to a check on some 
side or other ; and that the prerogatives of demonstration are 
not so very considerable, as on a cursory, view one is apt to 
imagine ; and this, as well as every other operation of the in- 
tellect, must partake in the weakness incident to all our 
mental faculties, and inseparable from our nature, I shall after^ 
wards take an opportunity particularly to evince. 

II . — The nature and origin of E^eperienee* 

I should now consider the principal tribes comprehended 
under the general name of moral evidence; but, that every ^ 
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difficulty may be removed, which might retard our progress 
in the proposed discussion, it will be necessary, in the first 
place, to explore more accurately those sources in our nature 
which give being to experience, and consequently to all those 
attainments, moral and intellectual, that are derived from it. 
These sources are two, sense and meitiory. The senses, both 
external and internal, are the original inlets of perception. 
They inform the mind of the facts, which in the present instant 
are situated within the sphere of their activity, and no sooner 
discharge their office ip any particular instance than the 
articles of information exhibited by them are devolved on the 
memory. Remembrance instantly succeeds sensation, insomuch 
that the memory becomes the sole repository of the knowledge 
received from sense ; knowledge which, without this repository, 
would be as instantaneously lost as it is gotten, and could be of 
no service to the mind. Our sensations would be no better 
than the fleeting pictures of a moving object on a camera ob- 
scura, which leave not the least vestige behind them. Memory, 
therefore, is the only original voucher extant of those past 
realities for which we had once the evidence of sense. Her 
ideas are, as it were, the prints that have been left by sensible 
impressions. But from these two faculties, considered in them- 
selves, there results to us the knowledge only of individual facts, 
and only of such facts as either heretofore have come, or at 
present do come, under the notice of our senses. 

Now, in order to render this knowledge useful to us, in dis- 
covering the nature of things, and in regulating our conduct, a 
further process of the mind is necessary, w^hich deserves to be 
carefully attended to, and may be thus illustrated. I have ob- 
served a stone fall to the ground when nothing intervened to 
impede its motion. This single fact produces little or no effect 
on the mind beyond a bare remembrance. At another time, T 
observe the fall of a tile, at another of an apple, and so of 
almost every kind of body in the like situation. Thus my 
senses first, and then my memory, furnish me with numerous 
examples, which, though different in every other particular, 
are similar in this, that they present a body moving downwards, 
till obstructed either by the ground or by some intervenient 
object. Hence my first notion of gravitation. For, with re- 
gard to the similar circumstances of different facts, as by the 
repetition such circumstances are more deeply imprinted, the 
mind acquires a habit of retaining them, omitting these circum- 
stances peculiar tQ each wherein their differences consist. 
Hence, if objects of any kind, in a particular manner circum- 
stanced, are remembered to have been usually, and still more if 
uniformly, succeeded by certain particular consequences, the 
idea of the former, in the supposed circumstance introduced 
into the mind, immediately associates the idea of the latter; 
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and if the object itself^ so circumstanced, be presented to the 
senses, the mind instantly anticipates the appearance of the 
customary consequence. This holds also inversely. The re- 
tention and association above explained are called Experience. 
The anticipation is in effect no other than a particular conclu- 
sion from that experieiice. Here we may remark by the way, 
that though memory gives birth to experience, which results 
from the comparison of facts remembered, the experience or 
habitual association remains, when the individual facts on which 
it is founded are all forgotten. I know from an experience 
which excludes all doubt, the power of fire in melting silver, 
and yet may not be able at present to recollect a particular 
instance in which I have seen this effect produced, or even in 
which I have had the fact attested by a credible witness. 

Some will perhaps object that the account now given makes 
our experimental reasoning look like a sort of mechanism, 
necessarily resulting from the very constitution of the mind. I 
acknowledge the justness of the remark, but do not think that 
it ought to be regarded as an objection. It is plain that our 
reasoning in this way, if you please to calf it so, is very early, 
and precedes all reflection on our faculties, and the manner of 
applying them. Those who attend to the progress of human 
nature through its different stages, and through childhood in 
particular, will observe that children make great acquisitions 
in knowledge from experience long before they attain the use 
of speech. The beasts also, in their sphere, improve by ex- 
perience, which hath in them just the same foundations of 
sense and memory as in us, aiid hath, besides, a similar in- 
fluence on their actions. It is precisely in the same manner, 
and with the same success, that you might train a dog, or 
accustom a child to expect food on your calling to him in one 
tone of voice, and to dread your resentment when you use 
another. The brutes have evidently the rudiments of this 
species of rationality, which extends as far in them as the 
immediate purposes of self-preservation require, and which, 
whether you call it reason or instinct, they both acquire and 
use in the same manner as we do. That it reaches no further 
in them, seems to arise from an original incapacity of classing, 
and (if I may use the expression) generalizing their percep- 
tions; an exercise which to us very quickly becomes familiar, 
and is what chiefly fits us for the use of language. Indeed, in 
the extent of this capacity, as much, perhaps, as in any thing, 
lies also the principal natural superiority of one man over 
another. 

But that we may be satisfied, that to this kind of reasoning, 
in its earliest or simplest form, little or no reflection is necessary, 
let it be observed, that it is now universally admitted by opti- 
cians, that it is not purely from sigh% ib«tifr^ sight aided by 
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experience, that we derive our notions of the distance of visible 
objects from the eye. The sensation, say they, is instan- 
taneously followed by a conclusion or judgment founded on 
experience. The point is determined fi'om the different phases 
of the object found, in former trials, to be connected with 
different distances, or from the efforts that accompanies the 
different conformations we arc obliged to give the organs of 
sight, in order to obtain a distinct vision of the object. Now, 
if this be the case, as I think hath been sufficiently evinced of 
late, it is manifest that this judgment is so truly instantaneous, 
and so perfectly the result of feeling and association, that the 
forming of it totally escapes our notice. Perhaps in no period 
of life will you find a person, that, on the first mention of it, 
can be easily persuaded that he derives this knowledge from 
experience. Every man will be ready to tell you that he 
needs no other w'itnesscs than his eyes, to satisfy him that 
objects are not in contact with liis body, but are at different 
distances from him as well as from one another. So passive is 
the mind in this matter, and so rapid arc the transitions which, 
by this ideal attraction, she is impelled to make, that she is, in 
a manner, unconscious of her own operations. There is some 
ground to think, from tlie exact analogy which their organs 
bear to ours, that the discovery of distance from the eye is 
attained by brutes in the same manner as by tts. As to this, 
however, 1 will not be positive. But tliough, in this way, the 
mind acquires an early pcrcej)tion of the most obvious and 
necessary truths, without which the bodily organs would be of 
little use ; in nmtters less important her procedure is much 
slower, and more the result of voluntary application ; and as 
the exertion is more deliberate, she is more conscious of her 
own activity, or, at least, remembers it longer. It is then only 
that in common style we honour her operation wdth the name 
of reasoning ; though there is no essential difference between 
the two cases. It is true, indeed, that the conclusions in the 
first way, by which also in infancy we learn language, are 
commonly more to be regarded as infallible, than those effected 
iu the second. 

Part III. — T'he subdivisions of Moral Reasoning. 

But to return to the proposed distribution of moral evidence. 
Under it I include these three tribes, experience, analogy, and 
testimony. To these I shall subjoin the consideration of a 
fourth, totally distinct from them all, but which appears to be a 
jiiixture of the demonstrative and the moral ; or rather a parti- 
application of the former, for ascertaining the precise force 
of the latter. The evidence I mean is that resulting from 
calculations concerning chances. 

1 .' 
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I. — Experience. 

The first of these I have named peculiarly the evidence of 
experience, not with philosophical propriety, but in compliance 
with common language, and for distinction’s sake. Analogical 
reasoning is surely reasoning from a more indirect experience. 
Now, as to this first kind, our experience is either uniform or 
various. In the one case, provided .the facts on which it is 
founded be sufficiently numerous, the conclusion is said to be 
morally certain. In the other, the. conclusion, built on the 
greater number of instances, is said to be probable, and more 
or less so, according to the proportion which the instances on 
that side bear to those on the opposite. Thus we are perfectly 
assured that iron thrown into the river will sink, that deal will 
float ; because these conclusions are built on a full and uniform 
experience. That in the last week of December next, it will 
snow in any part of Britain specified, is perhaps probable ; 
that is, if, on inquiry or recollection, we are satisfied that this 
hath more frequently happened than the contrary; that some 
time in that month it will snow, is more probable, but not cer- 
tain, because, though this conclusion is founded on experience, 
that experience is not uniform ; lastly, that it will snow some 
time during winter will, I believe, on the same pilnciples, be 
pronounced certain. 

It was affirmed that experience, or the tendency of the mind 
to associate ideas under the notion of causes, effects, or ad- 
juncts, is never contracted by one example only. This asser- 
tion, it may be thought, is contradicted by the principle on 
which physiologists commonly proceed, who consider one 
accurate experiment in support of a particular doctrine as suffi- 
cient evidence. The better to explain this phenomenon, and 
the further to illustrate the nature of experience, I shall make 
the following observations. First, whereas sense and memory 
are conversant only about individuals, our earliest experiences 
imply, or perhaps generate, the notion of a species, including 
all those individuals which have the most obvious and universal 
resemblance. From Charles, Thomas, William, we ascend to 
the idea of man ; from Britain, France, Spain, to the idea of 
kingdom. As our acquaintance with nature enlarges, we dis- 
cover resemblances, of a striking and important nature, between 
one species and another, which naturally begets the notion of a 
genus. Froin comparing men with beasts, birds, fishes, and 
reptiles, we perceive that they are all alike possessed of life, or 
a principle of sensation and action, and of an organized body, 
and hence acquire the idea of animal : in like manner, from 
comparing kingdoms with republics and aristocracies^ we ob^ 
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tain the idea of nation, and thence again rise in the same track 
to ideas still more comprehensive. Further, let it be remeia- 
bered, that by experience we not only decide concerning the 
future from the past, but concerning things uncommon from 
things familiar which resemble them. 

Now, to apply this observation : a bfetanist, in traversing the 
fields, lights on a particular plant, which appears to be of a 
species he is not acquainted with. The flower, he observes, is 
monopetalous, and the number of flowers it carries is seven. 
Here arc two facts thatpccur to his observation ; let us con- 
sider in what way he will be disposed to argue from them. 
From the first he docs not. hesitate to conclude, not only as 
probable, but as certain, that this individual, and all of the 
same species, invariably produce monopetalous flowers. From 
the second, he by no means concludes, as either certain, or 
even probable, that the flowers which either this plant, or 
others of the same species, carry at once, will always be seven. 
This difference, to a superficial inquirer, might seem capricious, 
since there appears to be one example, and but one in either 
case, on which the conclusion can be founded. The truth is, that 
it is not from this example only that he deduces these infer- 
ences. Had he never heretofore taken the smallest notice of any 
plant, he could not have reasoned at all from these remarks. 
The mind recui^s instantly from the unknown to all the other 
known species of the same genus, and thence to all the known 
genera of the same order or tribe ; and having experienced in 
the one instance, a regularity in every species, genus, and tribe, 
which admits no exception ; in the other a variety as boundless 
as that of season, soil, and culture, it learns hence to mark the 
difference. 

Again, we may observe that, on a closer acquaintance with 
those objects wherewith we are surrounded, we come to dis- 
cover that they are mostly of a compound nature, and that not 
only as containing a complication of those qualities Called ac- 
cidents, as gravity, mobility, colour, extension, figure, solidity, 
which are common almost to all matter, not only as consisting 
of difiPerent members, but as comprehending a mixture of bodies, 
often very different in their nature and properties, as air, fire, 
water, earth, salt, oil, spirit, and the like, toiese, perhaps, on 
deeper researches, will be found to consist of materials still 
siinpler. Moreover, as w^e advance in the study of nature, we 
daily find more reason to be convinced of her constancy in all 
her operations, that like causes, in like circumstances, always 
produce like effects, and inversely, like effects always flow 
from like causes. The inconstancy which appears at first in 
some of nature^s works, a more improved experience teacheth 
us to account for in this manner. As most of the objects we 
know are of a complex nature, on a narrower scrutiny we find. 



52 


THE PHILOSOPHY 


[book 1. 


that the effects ascribed to them ought often solely to be as- 
cribed to one or more of the component parts ; that the others 
noway contribute to the production : that, on the contrary, they 
sometimes tend to hinder it. If the parts in the composition 
of similar objects were always in equal quantity, their being 
compounded would malte no odds ; if the parts, though not 
equal, bore always the same proportion to the whole, this would 
make a difference : but such as in many cases might be com- 

{ mted. In both respects, however, there is an immense variety. 
!^erhaps every individual differs from every other individual of 
the same species, both in the quantities and in the proportions 
of its constituent members and coniponent parts. This diver- 
sity is also found in other things, which, though hardly reducible 
to species, are generally known by.the same name. The atmo- 
sphere in the same place at different times, or at the same time 
in different places, differs in density, heat, humidity, and the 
number, quality, and proportion of the vapours or particles 
with which it is loaden. The more then we become acquainted 
with' elementary natures, the more we are ascertained by a 
general experience of the uniformity of their operations. And 
though perhaps it be impossible for us to attain the knowledge 
of the simplest elements of any body, yet when any thing 
appears so simple, or rather so exactly uniform, as that we 
have observed it invariably to produce similar effects ; on dis- 
covering any new effects, though but by one experiment, wc 
conclude, from the general experience of the efficient, a like 
constancy in this energy as in the rest. Fire consumes wood, 
melts copper, and hardens clay. In these instances it acts uni- 
formly, but not in these only. I have always experienced 
hitherto, that whatever of any species is consumed by it once, 
all of the same species it will consume upon trial at any time; 
The like may be said of what is melted, or hardened, or other- 
wise altered by it. If then, for the first time, I try the influ- 
ence of fire on any fossil, or other substance, whatever be the 
effect, I readily conclude that fire will always produce a similar 
effect on similar bodies. This conclusion is not founded on 
this single instance, but oh this instance compared with a 
general experience of the regularity of this element in all its 
operations. 

So much for the first tribe, the evidence of experience, on 
whichT have enlarged the more, as it is, if not the foundation, 
at least the criterion of all moral reasoning whatever. It is, 
besides, the principal organ, of truth in all the branches of 
physiolo^ (I use the word in its largest acceptation), including 
natural histoiy, astronomy, geography, mechanics, optics, 
hydrostatics, meteorology, medicine, chemistry. Under the 

f general tem I also comprehend natural theology and psycho- 
ogy, wluch, in my opinion, have been most unnaturally dis- 
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joined by philosophers. Spirit, which here comprises only the 
Supreme Being and the human soul, is surely as much included 
under the notion of i^atural object as bod^ is, and is knowable 
to the philosopher purely in the same way, by observation and 
experience. 


II. — Analogy. 

The evidence of analogy, as was hinted above, is but a more 
indirect experience, foin\ded on some remote similitude. As 
things, however, arc often more easily comprehended by the 
aid of example than by definition, I shall in that manner illus- 
trate the difference between experimental evidence and ana- 
logical. The circulation o^ the blood in one human body is, 
I shall suppose, experimentally discovered. Nobody will doubt 
of this being a sufficient proof from experience, that the blood 
circulates in every human body. Nay, further, when we con- 
sider the great similarity wliich other animal bodies bear to the 
human body, and that both in the structure and in the destina- 
tion of the several organs and limbs ; particularly when we 
consider the resemblance in the blood itself, and blood-vessels, 
and in the fabric and pulsation of the heart and arteries, it will 
appear sufficient experimental evidence of the circulation of the 
blood in brutes, especially In quadrupeds. Yet, in this appli- 
cation, it is manifest, that the evidence is weaker than in the 
former. But should I from the same experiment infer the 
circulation of the sap in vegetables, this would be called an 
argument only from analogy. Now, all reasonings from ex- 
perience are obviously weakened in proportion to the remote- 
ness of the resemblance subsisting between that on which the 
argument is founded, and that concerning which we form the 
conclusion. 

The same thing may be considered in a different way. I 
have learnt from experience, that like effects sometimes pro- 
ceed from objects which faintly resemble, but not near so fre- 
quently as from objects which have a more perfect likeness. 
By this experience I have been enabled to determine the de- 
grees of probability from the degrees of similarity i^ the 
different cases. It is presumable that the former of these ways 
has the earliest influence, when the mind, unaccustomed to re- 
flection, forms but a weak association, and consequently but a 
weak expectation of a similar event from a weak resemblance. 
The latter seems more the result of though^, and is better 
adapted to the ordinary forms of reasoning. 

It is allowed that an analogical evidence is at best but a 
feeble support, and is hardly ever honoured with the name of 
proof. Nevertheless, when the analogies are numerous, and 
the subject admits not evidence of another kind, it doth not 
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want elfficacy. It must be owned, however, that it is generally 
more successful in silencing objections than in evincing truth, 
and on this account ^jiay more properly be styled the defensive 
arms of the orator than the offensive. Though it rarely re- 
futes, it frequently repels refutation, like those weapons which, 
though they cannot kill the enemy, will ward his blows.® 


III. — Testimony, 

The third tribe is the evidence of testimony, which is either 
oral or written. This also hath ,becn thought by some, but 
unjustly, to be solely and originally derived from the same 
source, experience.’' The utmost in regard to this, that can be 
affirmed with truth, is that the evidence of testimony is to be 
considered as strictly logical, no further than human veracity in 
general, or the veracity of witnesses of such a character, and 
ill such circumstances in particular, is supported, or perhaps 
more properly, hath not been refuted, by experience. But that 
testimony, antecedently to experience, hath a natural influence 
on belief, is undeniable. In this it resembles memory; for 
though the defects and misrepresentations of memory are cor- 
rected by experience, yet that this faculty hath an innate evi- 
dence of its own we know from this, that if we had not 
previously given an implicit faith to memory, we had never been 
able to acquire cxperi<3tice. This will appear from the revisal 
of its nature, as explained above. Nay, it must be owned, 
that in what regards single facts, testimony is more adequate 
evidence than any conclusions from experience. The imme- 
diate conclusions from exjierience are general, and run thus : 
“ This is the ordinary course of nature;” — ^^Such an event may 
reasonably be expected, when all the attendant circumstances 
are similar.” When we descend to particulars, the conclusion 
necessarily becomes weaker, being more indirect. For 
though all the known circumstances be similar, all the actual 
circumstances may not be similar ; nor is it possible in any case 
to be assured, that all the actual circumstances are known to 
us. Accordingly, experience is the foundation of philosophy ; 
which consists in a collection of general truths, systematically 
digested. On the contrary, the direct conclusion from testi- 
mony is particular, and runs thus : This is the fact in the 
instance specified.” Testimony, therefore, is the foundation of 

« Dr. Butler, irf his excellent treatise called The Analogy of {Religion nat- 
ural and revealed, to the Constitution and Course <f Nature, liath shown us how 
useful this mode of reasoning may be rendered, by the application he hath 
«o successfully made of it for refuting the cavils of infidelity. . 

7 I had occasion to make some reflections on this subject formerly. Sec 
Dissertation on Miracles, Part i. Sect. 1. There are several ingenious ob- 
servations on the same subject in Reid's Inquiry, Ch. vi. Sect. 23, 
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history, which is occupied about individuals. Hence we (Jerive 
our acquaintance with past ages, as from experience we derive 
all that we can discover of the future. But the former is dig- 
nified with the name of knowledge, whereas the latter is re- 
garded as matter of conjecture only. When experience is 
applied to the discovery of the truth inli particular incident, we 
call the evidence presumptive ; ample testimony is accounted a 
positive proof of the fact. Nay, the strongest conviction built 
merely on the former is sometimes overturned by the slightest 
attack of the latter. Testimony is capable of giving us abso- 
lute certainty (Mr. Ilume himself being judge ®) even of the 
most miraculous fact, or of Ayhat is contrary to uniform experi- 
ence. For, perhaps, in no other instance can experience be 
a])plied to individual evcnts*with so much certainty, as in what 
relates to the revolutions of the heavenly bodies. Yet, even 
his evidence, he admits, may not only be counterbalanced, but 
destroyed by testimony. 

But to return. Testimony is a serious intimation from an- 
other, of any fact or observation, as being what he remembers 
to have seen or heard or experienced. To this, when we have 
no positive reasons of mistrust or doubt, we are, by an original 
principle of our nature (analogous to that which compels our 
faith in memory), led to give an unlimited assent. As on me- 
mory alone is founded the merely personal experience of the 
individual, so on testimony in concurrence witfi memory is 
founded the much more extensive experience which is not ori- 
ginally our own, but derived from others.^ By the first, I 
question not, a man might acquire all the knowledge necessary 
for mere animal support, in that rudest state of human nature 
(if ever such a state existed) which was without speech and 
without society ; to the last, in conjunction with the other, we 
are indebted for every thing which distinguishes the man from 
the brute, fdr language, arts, and civilization. It hath been 
observed, that from experience we learn to confine our belief 
in human testimony within the proper bounds. Hence we are 
taught to consider many attendant circumstances, which serve 
either to corroborate or to invalidate its evidence. The repu- 
tation of the attester, his manner of address, the nature of the 
fact attested, the occasion of giving the testimony, tWfe possible 
or probable design in giving it, the disposition of the hearers to 
whom it was given, and several other circumstances, have all 
considerable influence in fixing the decree of credibility. But 
of these I shall have occasion to take notice afterwards. It 
deserves likewise to be attended to on this subject, that in a 
number of concurrent testimonies (in cases wherein there could 
have been no previous concert), there is a probability distinct 

® Essay on Miracles, p. 2. 

® Dissertation on Miracles, Fart i. Sect. 2. 
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from^that which may be termed the sum of the probabilities re- 
sulting from the testimonies of the witnesses, a probability 
which would remain even though the witnesses were of such a 
character as to merit no faith at all. This probability arises 
purely from the concurrence itself. That such a concurrence 
should spring from chUnce is as one to infinite ; that is, in 
other words, morally impossible. If therefore concert be ex- 
cluded, there remains no other cause but the reality of the fact. 

Now to this species of evidence, testimony, we are first im- 
mediately indebted for all the branc)ios of philology, such as, 
history, civil, ecclesiastic, and literary; grammar, languages, 
jurisprudence, and criticism ; to which I may add revealed re- 
ligion, as far as it is to be considered as a subject of historical 
and critical incpiiry, and so discoverable by natural means : and 
secondly, to the same source we owe, as was hinted above, a 
great part of that light which is commonly known under the 
name of experience, but which is, in fact, not founded on our own 
personal observations, or the notices originally given by our 
own senses, but on the attested experiences and observations of 
others. So that as hence we derive entirely our knowledge of 
the actions and productions of men, especially in other regions 
and in former ages, hence also we derive, in a much greater 
measure than is commonly imagined, our acquaintance mill 
Nature and her works. — Logic, rhetoric, ctliics, economics, and 
politics are properly branches of pneumatology, though very 
closely connected with the philological studies above enumerated. 


IV. — Calculations of Chances, 

The last kind of evidence I proposed to consider, was that 
resulting from calculations of chances. Chance is not com- 
monly understood, either in philosophic or in vulgar language, 
to imply the exclusion of a cause, but our ignorance of the cause. 
It is often employed to denote a bare possibility of an event, 
when nothing is known either to produce or to hinder it. But 
in this meaning it can never be made the subject of calculation. 
It then only affords scope to the calculator, when a cause is 
known for the production of an effect, and when that effect 
must nedfessarily be attended with this or that or the other cir- 
cumstance; but no cause is known to determine us to regard 
one particular circumstance in preference to the rest, as that 
which shall accompany the supposed effect. The effect is then 
considered as necessary, but the circumstance as only casual or 
contingent. When a die is thrown out of the hand, we know 
that its gravity will make it fall; we know also that this, to- 
gether with its cubical figure, will make it lie so, when intercept- 
ed by the table, as to have one side facing upwards. Thus far 
weproceedonthe certain principles of a uniform experience; but 
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there is no principle which can lead me to conclude that one 
side rather than another will be turned up. I know that this 
circumstance is not without a cause ; but is, on the contrary, as 
really effected by the previous tossing which it receives in the 
hand or in the box, as its fall and the manner of its lying are 
by its gravity and figure. But the various turns or motions 
given it, in this manner, do inevitably escape my notice ; and 
so are held for nothing. I say, therefore, that the chance is 
equal for every one of the six sides. Now, if five of these were 
marked with the same figure, suppose a dagger [t], and only one 
with an asterisk [*], I should in that case say, there were five 
chances that the die would turn up the dagger, for one that it 
would turn up the asterisk. ‘For the turning up each of the six 
sides being equally possihlcj there are five cases in which the 
dagger, and only one in which the asterisk would be uppermost. 

This differs from experience, inasmuch as 1 reckon the pro- 
bability here, not from numbering and comparing the events 
after repeated trials, but without any trial, from balancing the 
possibilities on both sides. But though different from experience, 
it is so similar, that we cannot wonder that it should produce a 
similar effect upon the mind. These different positions being 
considered as equal, if any of five shall produce a similar 
effect, and but the sixth another, the mind, weighing the differ- 
ent events, resteth in an expectation of that in which the greater 
number of chances concur ; but still accompanied with a degree 
of hesitancy, which appears proportioned to the number of 
chances on the opposite side. It is much after the same manner 
that the mind, on comparing its own experiences, when five in- 
stances favour one side to one that favours the contrary, deter- 
mines the greater credibility of the former. Hence, in all com- 
plicated cases, the very degree of probability may be arithmeti- 
cally ascertained. That two dice marked in the common way 
will turn up seven, is thrice as probable as that they will turn up 
eleven, and six times as probable as that they will turn up 
twelve.^ The degree of probability is here determined demon- 
stratively. It is indeed true that such mathematical calculations 
may be founded on experience, as well as upon chances. Ex- 
amples of this we have in the computations that have been 
made of the value of annuities, insurances, and several other 
commercial articles. In such cases a great number of instances 

^ Call one die A, the other B. The chances for 7 are 
A 1. B 6. A4. B 3. 

A2. B5. A5. B2. 

A3. B.4. A6. B 1. 

The chances for eleven are 
A 6. B5. 

A5. B6. 

The only chance for 12 is A 6. B 6. The 1st is to the 2nd as 6 to 2; to the 3rd, 
as 6 to 1. 
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is necessary, the greatest exactness in collecting them on each 
side, and due care that there be no discoverable peculiarity in 
any of them, which would render them unfit for supporting a 
general conclusion. 

Part IV. — The\superioHty of Scientific Evidence 
re-examined* 

After the enumeration made in the first part of this section, 
of the principal dilfercnces between “scientific evidence and 
moral, I signified my intention of resuming the subject after- 
wards, as far at least as might be^ necessary to show, that the 
prerogatives of demonstration are not so considerable, as on a 
cursory view one is apt to imagine. It will be proper to 
execute this intention. I could not attempt it sooner, as the 
right apprehension of what is to be advanced will depend on a 
just conception of those things which have lately been explain- 
ed. In the comparison referred to, I contrasted the two sorts 
of evidence, as they are in themselves, without considering the 
influence which the necessary application of our faculties in 
using both, has, and ought to have, on the effect. The ob- 
servations then made in that abstracted view of the subject, ap- . 
pear to be well founded. But that view, I acknowledge, doth 
not comprehend the whole with which we are concerned. 

It was observed of memory, that as it instantly succeeds 
sensation, it is tlie repository of all the stores from which our 
experience is collected, and that without an impli^t faith in the 
clear representations of that faculty, we could not advance a 
step in the acquisition of experimental knowledge. Yet we 
know that memory is not infallible ; nor can avc pretend that in 
any case there is not a physical possibility of her making a 
false report. Here, it may be said, is an irremediable imbeci- 
lity in the very foundation of moral reasoning. But is it less 
so in demonstrative reasoning ? This point deserves a careful 
examination. 

It was remarked concerning the latter, that it is a proof con- 
sisting of an uninterrupted series of axioms. The truth of 
ejich IS intuitively perceived as we proceed. But this process 
is of necessity gradual, and these axioms are all brought in 
succession. It must then be solely by the aid of memory, that 
they are cmjable of producing conviction in the mind. Nor 
by this do I mean to affirm, that we can remember the preced- 
ing steps with their connexions, so as to have them all present 
to our view at one instant ; for then we should, in that instant, 
perceive the whole Intuitively. Our remembrance, on the con- 
trary, amounts to no more than this, that the perception of the 
truth of the axiom to which we are advanced in the proof, is 
accompanied with a strong impression on the memory of the 
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satisfaction that the mind received from the justness and regu- 
larity of what preceded. And in this we are under a necessity 
of acquiescing ; for the understanding is no more capable of 
contemplating and perceiving at once the truth of all the pro- 
positions in the series, than the tongue Is capable of uttering 
them at once. Before we make progrejfS in geometry, we come 
to demonstrations, wherein there is a reference to preceding 
demonstrations ; and in these perhaps to others that preceded 
them. The bare reflection, that as to these we once were satis- 
fied, is accounted by eveg:y learner, and teacher too, as suffi- 
cient. And if it were not so, no advancement at all could be 
made in this science. Yet, here again, the whole evidence is 
reduced to the testimony of memory. It may be said that, 
aIon§ with the remembrance* now mentioned, there is often in 
tlie mind a conscious power of recollecting the several steps, 
wlienever It pleases ; but the power of recollecting them sever- 
ally, and successively, and the actual instantaneous recollection 
of the whole, are widely different. Now, what is the conse- 
quence of this induction? It is plainly this, that, in spite of 
the pride of mathesis, no demonstration whatever can produce, 
or reasonably ought to produce, a higher degree of certainty 
than that whicli results from the vivid representations of me- 
mory, on which the other is obliged to lean. Such is here the 
natural subordination, however rational and purely intellectual 
the former may be accounted, however mysterious and inexplic- 
able the latter. For it is manifest, that without a perfect ac- 
quiescence in such representations, the mathematician could not 
advance a single step beyond his definitions and axioms. No- 
thing therefore is more certain, however inconceivable it appear- 
ed to Dr. Priestley, than what was affirmed by Dr. Oswald, that 
ike j)ossibility of error attends the most complete demonstration. 

If fi’om theory we recur to fact, we shall quickly find, that 
those most deeply versed in this sort of reasoning are con- 
scious of the justness of the remark now made. A geometri- 
cian, I shall suppose, discovers a new theorem, which, having 
made a diagram for the purpose, he attempts to demonstrate, 
and succeeds in the attempt. The figure he hath constructed 
is very complex, and the demonstration long. Allow me now 
to ask, Will he be so perfectly satisfied on the first trial as not 
to think it of importance to make a second, perhaps a third, 
and a fourth ? Whence arises this diffidence ? Purely from 
the consciousness of the fallibility of his own faculties. But 
to what purpose, it may bo said, the reiterations of the at- 
tempt, since it is impossible for him, by any efforts, to shake 
off his dependence on the accuracy of his attention and fidelity 
of his memory ? Or, what can he have more than reiterated 
testimonies of his memory, in support of the truth of its former 
testimony ? I acknowledge, that after a hundred attempts he ' 
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can have no more. But even this is a great deal. We learn 
from experience, that the mistakes or oversights committed by 
the mind in one operation, are sometimes, on a review, correct- 
ed on the second, or perhaps on a third. Besides, the repeti- 
tion, when no error is discovered, enlivens the remembrance, 
and so strengthens th^ conviction. But, for this conviction, 
it is plain that we are in a great measure indebted to memory, 
and in some measure even to experience. 

Arithmetical operations, as well as geometrical, are in their 
nature scientific; yet the most accurate accountants are very 
sensible of the possibility of committing a blunder, and there- 
fore rarely fail, for securing the matter, when it is of import- 
ance, to prove what they have done, by trying to effect the 
same thing another way. You have employed yourself, i sup- 
pose, in resolving some difficult problem by algebra, and are 
convinced that your solution is just. One whom you know to 
be an expert algebraist, carefully peruses the whole operation, 
and acquaints you that he hath discovered an error in your pro- 
cedure. You are that instant sensible that your conviction was 
not of such an impregnable nature, but that his single testimo- 
ny, in consequence of the confidence you repose in his experi- 
enced veracity and skill, makes a considerable abatement in iU 

Many cases might be supposed, of belief founded only on 
moral evidence, which it would be impossible thus to shake. 
A man of known probity and good sense, and .(if you thifik it 
makes an addition of any moment in this case) an astronomer 
and philosopher, bids you look at the sun as it Jbes down, and 
tells you, with a serious countenance, that the sun which sets 
to-day will never again rise upon the earth. What would be 
the effect of this declaration? Would it create in you any 
doubts ? I believe it might, as to the soundness of the man’s 
intellects, but not as to the truth of what he said. Thus, if 
we regard only the effect, demonstration itself doth not always 
produce such immovable certainty, as is sometimes consequent 
on merely moral evidence. And if there are, on the other 
hand, some well known demonstrations, of so great authority, 
that it would equally look like lunacy to impugn, it may deserve 
the attention of the curious to inquire how far, with respect to 
the bulk of mankind, these circumstances, their having stood 
the test of ages, their having obtained the universal suffrage 
of tliose who are qualified to examine them (things purely of the 
nature of moral evidence), have contributed to that unshaken 
faith with which they are received. 

The principal difference then, in respect of the result of both 
kinds, is reduced to this narrow point. In mathematical reason- 
ing, provided you are ascertained of the regular procedure 
of the mind, to affirm that the conclusion is false implies a 
contradiction ; in moral reasoning, though the procedure of 
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the mind were quite unexceptionable, there still remains a phy- 
sical possibility of the falsity of the conclusion. But how 
small this difference is in reality, any judicious person who but 
attends a little may easily discover. The geometrician, for in- 
stance, can no more doubt whether the book called Euclid’s 
Elements is a human composition, whather its contents were 
discovered and digested into the order in which they are there 
disposed, by human genius and art, than he can doubt the truth 
of the propositions therein demonstrated. Is he in the smallest 
degree surer of any of the^ properties of the circle, than that if 
he take away his hand from the compasses with which he is 
describing it on the wall, they will immediately fall to the 
ground. These things affect* his mind, and influence his prac- 
tice, precisely in the same maniier. 

So much for the various kinds of evidence, whether intuitive 
or deductive ; intuitive evidence, as divided into that of pure 
intellection, of consciousness, and of common sense, under the 
last of which that of memory is Included ; deductive evidence, 
as divided into scientific and moral, with the subdivisions of 
the latter into experience, analogy, and testimony, to which 
hath been added the consideration of a mixed species concern- 
ing chances. So much for the various subjects of discourse, 
and the sorts of eviction of which they are respectively suscep- 
tible. This, though peculiarly the logician’s province, is the 
foundation of all conviction, and consequently of persuasion 
too. To attain either of these ends, the speaker must always 
assume the character of the close candid reasoner : for though 
he may be an acute logician who is no orator, he will never 
be a consummate orator who is no logician. 


CHAP. VI. 

Of the Nature and Use of the scholastic art of Syllogizing, 

Having in the preceding chapter endeavoured to trace the 
outlines of natural logic, perhaps with more minuteness than in 
such an inquiry as this was strictly necessary, it might appear 
strange to pass over in silence the dialectic of the schools ; an 
art which, though now fallen into disrepute, maintained, for a 
tract of ages, the highest reputation among the learned. What 
was so long regarded as teaching the only legitimate use and 
application of our rational powers in the acquisition of know- 
ledge, ought not surely, when we are employed in investigating 
the nature and the different sorts of evidence, to be altogether 
overlooked. 

It is long since I was first convinced, by what Mr. Locke 
had said on the subject, that the syllogistic art, with its figures 
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and moods, serves more to display the ingenuity of the in- 
ventor, and to exercise the address and fluency of the learner, 
than to assist the diligent inquirer in his researches after truth. 
The method of proving by syllogism, appears, even on a super- 
ficial review, both unnatural and prolix. The rules laid down 
for distinguishing the conclusive from the inconclusive forms of 
argument, the true syllogism from the various kinds of sophism, 
are at once cumbersome to the memory, and unnecessary in 
practice. No person, one may venture to pronounce, will ever 
be made a reasoner, who stands in ne/3d of them. In a word, 
the whole bears the manifest indications of an artificial and 
ostentatious parade of learning, calculated for giving the ap- 
pearance of great profundity to what in fact is very shallow. 
Such, I acknowledge, have been, for a long time, my sentiments 
on the subject. On a nearer inspection, I cannot say I have 
found reason to alter them, though I think I liavc seen a little 
further into the nature of this disputativc science, and conse- 
quently into the grounds of its futility, 1 shall, therefore, as 
briefly as possible, lay before the reader a few observations on 
the subject, and so dismiss this article. 

Permit me only to premise in general, that I proceed all 
along on the supposition, that the reader hath some previous 
acquaintance with school logic. It would be extremely super- 
fluous, in a work like this, to give even the shortest abridgment 
that could be made of an art so well known, and which is still 
to be found in many thousand volumes. On the other hand, it 
is not necessary that he be an adept in it ; a mere smattering 
will sufficiently serve the present purpose. 

. My first observation is, that this method of arguing has not 
the least affinity to moral reasoning, the procedure in the one 
being the very reverse of that employed in the other. In moral 
reasoning we proceed by analysis, and ascend from particulars 
to universals ; in syllogizing we proceed by synthesis, and de- 
scend from universale to particulars. The analytic is the only 
method which we can follow, in the acquisition of natural 
knowledge, or whatever regards actual existences ; the syn- 
thetic is more properly the method that ought to be pursued, in 
the application of knowledge already acquired. It is for this 
reason it has been called the didactic method, as being the 
shortest way of communicating the principles of a science. 
But even in teaching, as often as we attempt, not barely to in- 
form, but to convince, there is anecessity of recurring to the track 
in which the knowledge we would convey was first attained. 
Now, the mefhod of reasoning by syllogism more resembles 
mathematical demonstration, wherein, from universal principles, 
called axioms, we deduce many truths, which, though general 
in their nature, may, when compared with those first principles, 
be justly styled particular. Whereas in all kinds of knowledge, 
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wherein experience is our only guide, we can proceed to gene- 
ral ti’uths solely by an induction of particulars. 

Agreeably to this remark, if a syllogism be regular in mood 
and figure, and if the premises be true, the conclusion is infal- 
lible. The whole foundation of the syllogistic art lies in these 
two axioms : Things which coincidi^ with the same thing, 
coincide with one another;’’ and Two things, whereof one 
does, and one does not coincide with the same thing, do not 
coincide with one another.” On the former rest all the affir- 
mative syllogisms, on the latter all the negative. Accordingly, 
there is no more mention here of probability and of degrees of 
evidence, than in the operations of geometry and algebra. It is 
true, indeed, that the term probable may be admitted into a syl- 
logism, and make an essential part of the conclusion, and so it 
may also in an arithmetical computation ; but this does not in 
the least affect what was advanced just now ; for in all such 
coses, the probability itself is assumed in one of the premises : 
v/hereas, in the inductive method of reasoning, it often happens, 
that from certain facts we can deduce only probable conse- 
quences. 

I observe secondly, that though this manner of arguing has 
more of the nature of scientific reasoning than of moral, it has, 
nevertheless, not been thought worthy of being adopted by 
mathematicians, as a proper method of demonstrating their 
theorems. I am satisfied that mathematical demonstration is 
capable of being moulded into the syllogistic form, having 
made the trial with success on some propositions. But that 
this form is a very incommodious one, and has many disadvan- 
tages, but not one advantage of that commonly practised, will 
be manifest to every one who makes the experiment. It is at 
once more indirect, more tedious, and more obscure. I may 
add, that if into those abstract sciences one were to introduce 
some specious fallacies, such fallacies could be much more 
easily sheltered under the awkward verbosity of this jirtificial 
method, than under the elegant simplicity of that which has 
hitherto been used. 

My third remark, which, by the way, is directly consequent 
on the two former, shall be, that in the ordinary application of 
this art to matters with which we can be made acquainted 
only by experience, it can be of little or no utility. So far 
from leading the mind, agreeably to the design of all argument 
and investigation, from filings kn#wn to things unknown, and 
by things evident to things obscure ; its usual progress is, on 
the contrary, from things less known to things oetter known, 
and by things obscure to things evident. But that it may not 
be thought that I do injustice to the art by this representation, 
I must entreat that the few following considerations may be 
attended to. 
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When, in the way of Induction, the mind proceeds from Indi- 
vidual instances to the discovery of such truths as regard a 
species, and from these again to such as comprehend a genus, 
we may say with reason, that as we advance, there may be in 
every succeeding step, and commonly is, less certainty than in 
the preceding ; but in instance whatever can there be more. 
Besides, as the judgment formed concerning the less general 
was anterior to that formed concerning the more general, so 
the conviction is more vivid arising from both circumstances, 
that, being less general, it is more distinctly conceived, and 
being earlier, it is more deeply imprinted. Now, the customary 
procedure in the syllogistic science is, as was remarked, the 
natural method reversed, being from general to special, and 
consequently from less to moi*e obvious. In scientific reason- 
ing the case is very different, as tlie axioms, or universal truths 
from which the mathematician argues, are so far from being 
the slow result of induction and experience, that they are self- 
evident. They are no sooner apprehended than necessarily 
assented to. 

But to illustrate the matter by examples, take the following 
specimen in Barbara^ the first mood of the first figure: — 


AH animals feel ; 

AH horses are animals ; 
Therefore all horses feel. 


It is Impossible that any reasonable man, who really doubts 
whether a horse has feeling or is a mere automaton, should be 
convinced by this argument. For, supposing he uses the 
names horse and animal^ as standing in the same relation of 
species and genus which they bear in the common acceptation 
of the words, the argument you employ is, in effect, hut an 
afiSrmation of the point which he denies, couched in such terms 
as include a multitude of other similar affirmations, which, 
whether true^ or false, are nothing to the purpose. Thus all 
animals feel^ is only a compendious expression, for all horses 
feel^ all dogs feel^ all camels feely all eagles feely and so 
through the whole animal creation. I affirm, besides, that the 
procedure here is from things less known to things better 
known. ^ It is possible that one may believe the conclusion 
who denies the major : but the reverse is not possible ; for, to 
express myself in the language of the art, that may be predi- 
cated of the species, which is not predicablc of the genus ; but 
that can never®be predicated of the genus, which is not predi- 
cable of the species. If one, therefore, were under such an 
error in regard to the brutes, true logic, which is alwavs coin- 
cident with good sense, would lead our reflections to the indi- 
cations of perception and feeling, given hf these animals, and 
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the remarkable conformity which in this respect, and in respect 
to their bodily organs, they bear to our own species. 

It may be said, that if the subject of the question were a 
creature much taore ignoble than the horse, there would be no 
scope for this objection to the argument. Substitute, then, 
the word oysters for horses in the minorf and it will stand thus. 


All animals feel; 

All oysters are animals ; 

T'hereforc all oysters feel. 

• 

In order to give the greater advantage to the advocate for 
this scholastic art, let us suppose the antagonist does not main- 
tain the opposite side from any favour to Descartes’ theory 
concerning brutes, but from some notion entertained of that 
particular order of beings which Is the subject of dispute. It 
is evident, that thougli he should admit the truth of the major, 
he would regard the minor as merely another manner of ex- 
pressing the conclusion; tor he would conceive an animal no 
otherwise than as a body endowed with sensation or feeling. 

Sometimes, indeed, tliere is not in the premises any position 
more generic, under which the conclusion can be comprised. 
Ill this case you always find that the same proposition is ex- 
hibited in different words; insomuch that the stress of the 
iirgunient lies in a mere synonyma or something equivalent. 
The following is an example: — 

The Almighty ought to be worshipped; 

God is the Almighty; 

Therefore God ought to be worshipped. 

It would be superfluous to illustrate that this argument 
could have no greater influence on the Epicurean, than the 
first mentioned one would have on the Cartesian. To suppose 
the contrary is to suppose the conviction effected by the charm 
of a sound, and not by the sense of what is advanced. Thus 
also the middle term and the subject frequently correspond to 
each other, as the definition, description, or circumlocution, 
and the name. Of this I shall give an example in Disamisy 
as ill the technical dialect the third mood of the third figure 
is denominated, — 


Some men are rapacious ; 

All men are rational anin^als ; 

Therefore some rational animals are rapacious. 

Who does not perceive that “rational animals’* is but a peri- 
phrasis for men? 

It may be proper to subjoin one example at least, in negative 
syllogisms. The sul^equent is one in Celarenty the second 
mood of the first figure : — 
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Nothing violent is lasting; 

But tyranny is violent; 

Therefore tyranny is not lasting. 

Here a thing violent serves for the genus of which tyranny 
Is a species; and nothteg can be clearer than that it requires 
much less experience to discover whether shortness of dura- 
tion be justly attributed to tyranny the species, tlian whether 
it be' justly predicated of every violent thing. The application 
of what was said on the first exampje, to that now given, is so 
obvious that it would be losing time to attempt further to illus- 
trate it. ^ 

Logicians have been at pains to discriminate the regular and 
consequential combinations of three terms, as they are ^ 
called, from the irregular and inconsequent. A combination of 
the latter kind, if the defect be in the form, is called a para- 
logism; if in the sense, a sophism; though sometimes these two 
appellations are confounded. Of the latter, one kind is de- 
nominated petitio which is commonly rendered in 

English, a begging of the question^ and is defined the proving 
of a thing by itself, whether expressed in the same or in dif- 
ferent words, or which amounts to the same thing, assuming 
in the proof the very opinion or principle pro]>oscd to be 
proved. It is surprising that tins should ever have been by 
those artists styled a sophism, since it is in fact so essential to 
the art, that there is always some radical defect in a syllogism 
which is not chargeable with this. The truth of what I now 
affirm will appear to any one, on the slightest review of what 
has been evinced in the preceding part of this chapter. 

The fourth and last observation I shall make on this topic 
is, that the proj^er province of the syllogistical science is rather 
the adjustment of our language, in expressing ourselves on 
subjects previously known, than the acquisition of knowledge 
in things themselves. According to M. du Marsais, Reason- 
ing consists in deducing, inferring, or drawing a judgment 
from other judgments already known; or rather in showing 
that the judgment in question has been already formed im- 
plicitly, insomuch that the only point is to develope it, and 
show its identity with some anterior judgment. Now I affirm 
that the former part of this definition suits all deductive reason- 
ing, whether scientifical or moral, in which the principle de- 
*duced is distinct from, however closely related to, the prin- 
ciples from \yhich the deduction is made. The latter part of 


^ Le raisonnement consiste d^duire, k inferer, ^ tirer un jugement d’autres 
jugemens deja connus ; ou plut6t a faire voir quo le jugement dont il s’agit, a 
d(Qii 6te porte d'une maniere impUoite ; de sorte n’est plus question que 
de le divelopper, et d’ en faire voir I’identitfe avec quelque jugement 
auterieur. Logique Art. 7. 



CIIA-P. VI.] 


OF RHETORIC. 


67 


the definition, which begins with the words or r'ailier^ does not 
answer as an explication of the former, as the author seems to 
have intended, but exactly hits the character of syllogistic 
reasoning, and indeed of all sorts of controversy merely verbal. 
If you regard only the thing signified, the argument conveys 
no instruction, nor does it forward u^ in the knowledge of 
things a single step. But if you regard principally the signs, 
it may serve to correct misapplications of them, tlirough inad- 
vertency or otherwise. 

In evincing the truth .of this doctrine, I shall begin with a 
simple illustration from *what may happen to any one in 
studying a foreign tongue. I learn from an Italian and French 
dictionary, that the Italian Vord pccora corresponds to the 
French word brebisy and from a French and English dictionary, 
that the French brebis corresponds to the English sheep. 
Hence I form this argument, 

Pccora is tlie same with brebis; 

Prehis i.s the same with sheep ; 

Therelbro is the same with sheep. 

This, thougli not in mood and figure, Is evidently conclusive. 
Nay, more, if the words pecora^ brebis^ and sheeps under the 
notion of signs, be regarded as the terms, it has three distinct 
terms, and contains a direct and scicntifical deduction from this 
axiom, Things coincident with the same thing are coincident 
with one another.” On the other hand, let the things signified 
be solely regarded, and there is but one term in the whole, 
namely, the species of quadruped denoted by the three names 
above mentioned. Nor is there, in this view of the matter, 
another judgment in all the three propositions, but this identical 
one, A sheep is a sheep.” 

Nor let it be imagined that the only right ap^ication can be 
in the acquisition of strange languages. Every tongue 
whatever gives scope for it, inasmuch as in every tongue the 
speaker labours under great inconveniences, especially on abs- 
tract questions, both from the paucity, obscurity, and ambiguity 
of the words on the one hand; and from his own misapprehen- 
sions, and imperfect acquaintance with them on the other. As 
a man may, therefore, by an artful and sophistical use of them, 
be brought to admit, in certain terms, what he would deny in 
others, this disputatious discipline may, under proper manage- 
ment, by setting in a stronger light the inconsistencies oceg.- 
sioned by such improprieties, be rendered instrumental in 
correcting them. It was remarked above/ that such pro- 
positions as these, Twelve are a dozen,” Twenty are a 
score,” unless considered as explications of the words dozen and 

^Chap. V. Sect. 1. Part 1. 



TIIK PHILOSOPHY 


[book I. 


G8 

scorC) are quite insignificant. This limitation, however, It was 
necessary to add; for those positions which are identical 
when considered purely as i-clatiiig to the things signified, are 
nowise identical when regarded purely as explanatory of the 
names. Suppose that through the imperfection of a man’s 
knowledge in the langi^age, aided by another’s sophistry, and 
perhaps his own inattention, he is brought to admit of the one 
term, what he would refuse of the other, such an argument as 
this flight be employed, 

Twelve, you allow, are equal to the fifth part of sixty; 

Now a dozen are equal to twelve; 

Therefore a dozen are equ£^l to the fifth part of sixty. 


I mark the case rather strongly,' for the sake of illustration; 
for I am sensible, that in what regards things so definite as all 
names of number are, it is imj)ossible for any one, who is not 
quite ignorant of the tongue, to be misled. But the intelligent 
reader will easily conceive, that in Jibstrusc and metaphysical 
subjects, wherein the terms arc often both extensive and inde- 
finite in their signification, and sometimes even equivocal, the 
most acute and wary may be entangled in them. 

In further confirmation of my fourtli remark, J shall produce 
an example in Camestres, the second mood of the second 
figure ; 

All animals are mortal ; 

But anfjels are not mortal ; 

Therefore angels are not animals. 


When the antagonist calls an angel an animal, it must pro- 
ceed from one or other of these two causes, either from an 
error in regarej to the nature of the angelic order, or from a 
mistake as to the import of the English word animal. If the 
first be the case, — namely, some erroneous opinion about angels, 
as that they are embodied spirits, generated and corruptible like 
ourselves, — it is evident that the fbrementioned syllogism labours 
under the common defect of all syllogisms. It assumes the very 
point in question. But if the difference between the disputants 
be, as it frequently happens, merely verbal, and the oj)ponent 
uses the word animal as another name for living creature, and 
as exactly corresponding to the Greek term,^ arguments of this 
sort may be of service, for setting the Impropriety of such a 
misapplication of the English name in a clearer light. For 
let it be observed, that though Nature hath strongly marked 
the principal differences to be found in different orders of 
beings, a procedure which hath suggested to men the manner 
of classing things into genera and species, this does not hold 

* Zm \ , 
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equally in every case. Hence it is, tliat the general terms in 
different languages do not always exactly correspond. Some 
nations, from particular circumstances, are more affected by 
one propei’ty in objects, others by another. This leads to a 
different distribution *of things under their several names. 
Now, though it is not of importance 'that the words in one 
tongue exactly correspond to those in another, it is of im- 
portance that in the same tongue uniformity in this respect 
be, as much as is possible, observed. Errors in regard to the 
signs tend not only to retard the progress of knowledge, but to 
introduce errors in regard to the things signified. Now, by sug- 
gesting the different attribute^ comprised in the definition of the 
term, as so many mediums in the proof, an appeal is made to 
the adversary’s practice in 4:he language. In this way such 
mediums may be presented as will satisfy a candid adversary, 
that the application he makes of the term in question is not 
conformable to the usage of the tongue. 

On the other hand, it is certain, that in matters of an abstract 
and complex nature, where the terms are comprehensive, in- 
definite, not in frequent use, and consequently not well ascer- 
tained, men may argue together eternally, without making the 
smallest impression on each other, not sensible, all the while, 
that there is not at bottom any difference between them, except 
as to the import of words and phrases. I do not say, however, 
that this is a consequence peculiar to this manner of debating, 
though perha])s oftener resulting from it, on account of its 
many nice distinctions, unmeaning subtleties, and mazy wind- 
ings, than from any other manner. For it must be owned, 
that the syllogistic art has at least as often been employed for 
imposing fallacies on the understanding, as for detecting those 
imposed. And though verbal controversy seems to be its 
natural province, it is neither the only method adapted to such 
discussions, nor the most expeditious. 

To conclude then ; what shall we denominate the artificial 
system, or organ of truth, as it has been called, of which we 
have been treating? Shall we style it the art of reasoning? 
So honourable an appellation it by no means merits, since, as 
hath been shown, it is ill adapted to scientific matters, and for 
that reason never employed by the mathematician ; and is ut- 
terly incapable of assisting us in our researches into nature! 
Shall we then pronounce it the science of logomachy ^ or in 
plain English, the art of fighting with words, and about 
words ? And in this wordy warfare, shall say that the 
rules of syllogizing are the tactics ? This would certainly hit 
the matter more nearly ; but I know not how it happens, that 
to call any thing logomachy or altercation^ would be considered 

giving bad names; and when a good use may be made of an 
invention, it seems unreasonable to fix an odious name upon it, 
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which ought only to discriminate the abuse. I shall therefore 
only title it the scholastic art of disputation.^ It is the school- 
men’s science of defence. 

When all erudition consisted more in an acquaintance with 
words, and an address in using them, than in the knowledge of 
things, dexterity in this cxercitation conferred as much lustre 
on the scholar, as agility in the tilts and tournaments added 

f lory to the knight. In proportion as the attention of man- 
ind has been drawn off to the study of nature, the honours of 
this contentious art have faded, and ct is now almost forgotten. 
There is no reason to wish its revival, as eloquence seems 
to have been very little benefited by it, and philosophy still 

Nay, there is but good rcasomto affirm, that there are two 
evils at least which it has gendered. These are, first, an itch 
of disputing on every subject, however uncontrovertible ; the 
other, a sort of philosophic pride, which will not permit us to 
think that we believe any thing, even a sclf-evitlcnt principle, 
without a previous reason or argument. In order to gratify 
this passion, we invariably recur to words, and are at immense 
pains to lose ourselves m clouds of our own raising. We 
imagine we are advancing and making wonderful progress, 
while the mist of words in which we have involved our 
intellects, hinders us from discerning that we are moving in 
a circle all the time.® 

* It answers to that branch of logic which Lord Venilam styles Doctrina 
de elenchis hermenice ; concerning which he affirms, “ Dedimus ei noinen ex 
usu, quiayerus ejus usus est jjlanercdargutio, etcautio circa usum verborum. 
Quinimo partem ill am de pricdicamentis, si recte instituator, circa cautiones, 
de non coufundendis aut transponendis definitionum et divisionum termiiiis, 
praecipuum usum sortiri existimamus, ct hue ctiam referri malumus." De 
Aug. Scient. L. v. c. 4. 

® How ridiculous are the efforts which some very learned and judicious 
men have made, in order to evince that whatever begins to exist must have 
a cause. One argues, “ There must have been a cause to determine the time 
and place,” as though it were more evident that the accidents could not be 
determmed without a cause, than that the existence of the thing could not be 
so determined. Another insists very curiously, that if a thing had no cause, 
it must have been the cause of itself; a third, with equal consistency, that 
nothing must have been the cause. Thus, by always assuming the absolute 
necessity of a causey they demonstrate the absolute necessity of a cause. For a 
full illustration of the lutility of such pretended reasonings, see the Treatise 
of Human Nature, B. i. Part iii. Sect. 3. I do not think they have succeeded 
better, who have attempted to assign a reason for the faith we have in this 
principle, that the future will resemble the past. A late author imagines that 
he solves the difficulty at once, by saying, that what is now time past, was 
once ftiture; and that though no wan has had experience of what is future, 
©very man has experience of what was future.” Would it then be more 
perspicuous to state the question thus : “ How come we to believe that what 
Ufuturey not what wasfuturcy will resemble the past? ” Of the first he says 
expressly, that no man has had experience, though almost in the same breath 
he tells us, not very consistently, “The answer is sufficient, have we not 
always found it to be so ? ” an answer which appears to me not more illogical 
than ungrammatical. But admitting with him, that to consider time as past 
or future (though no distinction can be more precise) is only puzzling the 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Of the Consideration lohich the Speaker ought to have of the 
Hearersj as men in gmeraL 

RiietoriCj as was observed already, not only considers tlie 
subject, but also the hearers and the speaker/ The hearers 
must be considered in a twofold view, as men in general, and as 
such men in particular. 

As men in general, it must be allowed there are certain 
principles in our nature, which, when properly addressed and 
managed, give no inconsidepible aid to reason in promoting 
belief. Nor is it just to conclude from this concession, as 
seme have hastily done, that oratory may be defined, The 
art of deception.” The use of such helps will be found, on a 
stricter examination, to be in most cases quite legitimate, and 
even necessary, if we would give reason herself that influence 
wliicli is certainly her due. In order to evince the truth con- 
sidered by itself^ conclusive arguments alone are requisite ; but 
ill order to convince me by these arguments, it is moreover 
requisite that they be understood, that they be attended to, 


fjiiostion ; lot us inquire wliothor a reason can be assigned for judging that 
the unknown time will resemble the knowm. Suppose our whole time divided 
into equal portions. Call those portions A, B, O, I), E, F, G. Of those the 
tlireo first nave been experienced, the remaining four are not. The three 
first 1 found to resemble one another, but how must I argue with regard to 
the rest? Shall 1 say B was like A, therefore D will be like C; or, if you 
think it strengthens the argument, shall I say, C resembled A and B, there- 
fore D will resemble A, B, and C. I would gladly know what sort of 
reasoning, scieiitifical or moral, this could be denominated; or what is the 
medium by which the conclusion is made out? Suppose, further, I get ac- 
quainted with D, formerly unknown, and find that it actually resembles A, 
B, and C, how can this furnish me with any knowledge of E, F, and G, things 
totally distinct ? The resemblance I have discovered in D, to A, B, and C, 
can never be extended to any thing that is not D, nor any part of D, namely 
to E, F, and G ; unless you assume this as the medium, that the unknown 
will resemble the known ; or, which is equivalent, that the future will resemble 
the past. So far is this principle, therefore, from being. deduced from par- 
ticular experience, that it is fundamental to all particular deductions from 
experience, in which we could not advance a siqgle step without it. We are 
often misled, in cases of this nature, by a vague and popular use of words, 
not attending to the nicer differences in their import in different situations. 
If one were to ask me, Have you, then, no reason to believe that the future 

will resemble the past?” I should certainly answer, “ I have the greatest 
reason to believe it.” And if the question had been concerning a geometrical 
axiom, I should have returned the same answer. By reason we often mean, 
not an argument, or medium of proving, but a ground in human nature on 
which a particular judgment is founded. Nay further,, as no progress in 
reasoning can be made where there is no foundation,, (and first principles 
are here the sple foundation,) I should roadilv admit, that the man who docs 
not believe such propositions, if it w'ero possible to find such a man, is per- 
^rational, and consequently not. to be argued with. 

' Chap, iv, 
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that they be remembered by me ; and in order to persuade me 
by them to any particular action or conduct, it is further re- 
quisite, that by interesting me in the subject, they may, as it 
were, be felt. It is not therefore the understanding alone that 
is here concerned. If the orator would prove successful, it is 
necessary that he engage in his service all these different 
powers of the mind, the imagination, the memory, and the 
passions. These are not the supplanters of reason, or even 
rivals in her sway ; they are her handmaids, by whose ministry 
she is enabled to usher truth into the heart, and procure it 
there a favourable reception. As handmaids they are liable to 
be seduced by sophistry in the garb of reason, and sometimes 
are made ignorantly to lend their aid in the introduction of 
falsehood. But their service is i^ot on this account to be dis- 
pensed with ; there is even a necessity of employing it, founded 
on our nature. Our eyes and hands and feet will give us the 
same assistance in doing mischief as in doing good ; but it 
would not therefore be better for the world, that all mankind 
were blind and lame. Arms are not to be laid aside by honest 
men, because carried by assassins and ruffians ; they are to be 
used the rather for this very reason. Nor are those mental 
powers, of which eloquence so much avails herself, like the art 
of war or other human arts, perfectly indifferent to good and 
evil, and only beneficial as they are rightly employed. On 
the contrary, they arc by nature, as will perhaps appear after- 
wards, more friendly to truth than to falsehood, and more easily 
retained In the cause of virtue, than in that of vice!® 


Section I. — Men considered as endoived with Understanding, 

But to descend to particulars ; the first thing to be studied 
by the speaker is, that his arguments may be understood. If 
they be unintelligible, the cause must be either in the sense or 

® “ Notandum est enim, affectus ipsos ad bonum apparens semper frrri, 
atque hac ex parte aliquid habere cum rationc commune ; verum illud in- 
terest, quod affectus intuentur prcccipue bonum in prccsentia ; ratio prospiciens 
in longum, etiam futurum^ et in summa. Ideoque cum quae in prmsentia ob- 
versentur, impleant phantasiam fortius, succumbit plerumquc ratio et sub* 
jugatur. Sea postquam eloquontia et suasionum vi eflFectum sit, ut futura 
et remota constituantur et conspiciantur tanquam prmsentia, turn demiim 
abeunte in partes rationis, phantasia ratio fit superior, (^oncludamus igitur, 
non deberi magis vitio vcjrti Rhetoricccy quod deteriorem partem cohonestare 
sciat quam Dialectica’, quod sophismata concinnarc doceat. Quis enim 
nescit contrariorifm oandem rationera esse, licet usu opponantur ? " He 
Aug. Scient. L. vi. C. 3. Ta birotUfAtvet OjUojwf adt t* 

Hai ra rn <pva^tt iua"v\>oytg-rorgpet nat itwiiv . — ti i* on 

/uiyaXa o ahsjg; rn roiavrn iuya'Ati twv ^oyooVy rovro ti xooov to'Tt 

Kara fravrm twv aya$vv, orXtif apirnff nai fxahiffra xetra roov )(^pnfftfAiorareoVy olov 
Lytiiaty fr^ourou, a-rpmrnyteii' roiovron yap air rtf ra ptyiara, 

luam^y xai ahxoof. Arist, Rhet. L. i. c. I . 
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in the expression. It lies in the sense if the mediums of proof be 
such as the hearers are unacquainted with ; that is, if the ideas 
introduced be either without the sphere of their knowledge, or 
too abstract for their apprehension and habits of thinking. It 
lies in the sense likewise, if the tram of reasoning (though no 
unusual ideas should be introduced) be longer, or more com- 
plex, or more intricate, than they are accustomed to. But as 
the fitness of the arguments, in these respects, depends on the 
capacity, education, and attainments of the hearers, which in 
dift’erent orders of men* are different, •tliis properly belongs to 
the consideration which the speaker ouglit to have of his audi- 
ence, not as men in generaj, but as men in particular. The 
obscurity wliich ariseth from the expression will come in course 
to be considered in the sequel. 


Section II . — Men considered as endoived with Imagination* 

The second thing requisite is that his reasoning be attended 
to ; for this purpose the imagiiifition must be engaged. Atten- 
tion is prerequisite to every effect of speaking, and without 
some gratification in hearing, there will be no attention, at 
least of any continuance. Those qualities in ideas which prin- 
cipally gratify the fancy, are vivacity, beauty, sublimity, novelty. 
Nothing contributes more to vivacity than striking resem- 
blances in the imagery, which convey, besides, an additional 
pleasure of their own. 

But there is still a further end to be served by pleasing the 
imagination, than that of awakening and preserving the atten- 
tion, however important this purpose alone ought to be account- 
ed. I will not say with a late subtle metaphysician,^ that 

Belief consisteth in the liveliness of our ideas.” That tins 
doctrine is erroneous, it would be quite foreign to my purpose 
to attempt here to evince,^ Thus much however is indubitable, 
that belief commonly enlivens our ideas ; and that lively ideas 
have a stronger influence tlian faint ideas to induce belief. But 
so far are these two from being coincident, that even this con- 
nexion between them, though common, is not necessary. Vi- 
vacity of ideas is not always accompanied with faith, nor is 
faith always able to produce vivacity. The ideas raised in my 
mind by the CEdipus Tyrannus of Sophocles, or the Lear of 
Shakespeare, are incomparably more lively than those excited 
by a cold but faithful historiographer. Yet I m|iy give full cre- 
dit to the languid narrative of the latter, though I believe not 
a single sentence in those togedies. If a proof were asked of 

® The author of a Treatise of Human Nature, in 3 vols. 

' If one is desirous to see a refutation of this principle, let him consult 
Reid’s Inquiry, Chap. ii. Sect. 5. 
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the greater vivacity in the one case than in the other (which, 
by the way, must be finally determined by consciousness), let 
these eflfects serve for arguments. The ideas of the poet give 
greater pleasure, command closer attention, operate more 
strongly on the passions, and are longer remembered. If these 
be not sufficient evidences of greater vivacity, I own I have no 
apprehension of the meaning which that author affixes to the 
term. The connexion, however, that generally subsisteth be- 
tween vivacity and belief will appear less marvellous, if we re- 
flect that there is not so great a difference between argument 
and illustration as is usually imagined. The same ingenious 
writer says, concerning moral reaspiiing, that it is but a hind of 
comparison. The truth of this assertion any one will easily be 
convinced of, who considers the preceding observations on that 
subject. 

Where then lies the difference betw'een addressing the judg- 
ment and addressing the fancy ? and what hath given rise to 
the distinction between ratiocination and imagery ? The fol- 
lowing observations will serve for an answer to this query. It 
is evident, that thougli the mind receives a considerable plea- 
sure from the discovery of resemblance, no pleasure is received 
when the resemblance is of such a nature as is familiar to every 
body. Such are those resemblances which result from the 
specific and generic qualities of ordinary objects. What gives 
the principal delight to the imagination, is the exhibition of a 
strong likeness, which escapes the notice of the generality of 
people. The similitude of man to man, eagle to eagle, sea to 
sea, or in brief, of one Individual to another individual of 
the same species, affects not the fiincy in the least. What 
poet would ever think of comparing a combat between two of 
his heroes to a combat between other two ? Yet no where 
else will he find so strong a resemblance. Indeed, to the 
faculty of imagination, this resemblance appears rather under 
the notion of identity ; although it be the foundation of the 
strongest reasonings from experience. Again, the similarity of 
one species to another of the same genus, as of the lion to the 
tiger, of the alder to the oak, though this too be a considerable 
fund of argumentation, hardly strikes the fancy more than the pre- 
ceding, inasmuch as the gencrical properties, whereof every 
species participates, are also obvious. But if from the experimen- 
tal reasoning we descend to the analogical, we may be said to 
pome upon a common to which reason and fancy have an equal 
claim. “A co/nparison,” says Quintilian,^ “hath almost the 
effect of an example.’’ But what are rhetorical comparisons, 
when brought to illustrate any point inculcated on the hearers, — 
what are th^ey, I say, but arguments from analogy ? In proof of 

^ Instit. lib. V. cap. 11. Proximas exempli vires habot similitudo. 
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thisletus borrow an instance from the foremcntioned rhetorician, 

Would you be convinced of the necessity of education for 
the mind, consider of what importance culture is to the ground : 
the field which, cultivated, produceth a plentiful crop of useful 
fruits, if neglected, will be overrun with briars and brambles, 
and other useless or noxious weeds.” It would be«io better 
than trifling to point out the argument couched in this passage. 
Now if comparison, which is the chief, hath so great an influ- 
ence upon conviction, it is no wonder that all those other ora- 
torical trojies and figur^» addressed to the imagination, which 
arc more or less nearly related to comparison, should derive 
licnce both life and efficacy. Even antithesis implies com- 
parison. Simile is a comparison in epitome.^ Metaphor is an 
allegory in miniature. Allogory and prosopopeia are compari- 
sons conveyed under a particular form. 

Section III. — Men considered as endowed, with Memory, 

Further, vivid ideas are not only more powerful than languid 
ideas in commanding and preserving attention, they are not only 
more efficacious in producing conviction, but they are also more 
easily retained. Those several powens, understanding, imagi- 
nation, memory, and passion, are mutually subservient. That 
it is necessary for the orator to engage the help of memory, 
will appear from many reasons, imrticularly from what was re- 
marked above, on the fourth difference between moral reasoning 
and demonstrative. It was there observed, that in the former 
tlie credibility of the fact is the sum of the evidence of all the 
arguments, often independent of one another, brought to sup- 
port it. And though it was shown that demonstration itself^ 
without the assistance of this faculty, could never produce con- 
viction ; yet here it must be owned, that the natural connexion 
of the several links in the chain renders the remembrance 
easier. Now, as nothing can operate on the mind which is not 
in some respect present to it, care must be taken by the orator 
that, in introducing new topics, the vestiges left by the former 
on the minds of trie hearers may not be effkced. It is the 
sense of this necessity which hath given rise to the rules of’ 
composition. 

Some will perhaps consider it as irregular, that I speak here 

3 Ibid. Ut si animum dicas excolendum, similitudine utaris terra?, qua? 
neglecta sentes atque dumos, exculta fructus creat. 

^ Prseterea, nescio quoraodo etiam credit facilius, quf^ audienti jucunda 
sunt, et voluptate ad ndem ducitur. Quint. L. iv. c. 2. 

^ Simile and comparison are in common language frequently confounded. 
The difference is this: Simile is no more than a comparison suggested iq^a 
word or two; as, He fought like a lion : His face shone as the sun. Com- 
parison is a simile circumstantiated and included in one or more separate 
Sentences. 

® Chap. V. Sect. ii. P. 1. 
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of addressing the memory, of which no mention at all was made 
in the first chapter, wherein I considered the different forms of 
eloquence, classing them by the different faculties of the mind 
addressed. But this apparent irregularity will vanish, when it 
is observed, that, with regard to the faculties there mentioned, 
each of them may not ohly be the direct, but even the ultimate 
object of what is spoken. The whole scope may be at one 
time to inform or convince the understanding, at another to de- 
light the imagination, at a third to agitate the passions, and 
at a fourth to determine the will. Ikit it is never the ultimate 
end of speaking to be remembered, when what is spoken tends 
neither to instruct, to please, to move, nor to persuade. This 
therefore is of necessity no more on any occasion than a subor- 
dinate end ; or, which is precisely -the same thing, the means to 
some further end ; and as such, it is more or less necessary on 
every occasion. The speaker’s attention to this subserviency 
of memory is always so much the more requisite, the greater 
the difficulty of remembrance is, and the more important the 
being remembered is to the attainment of the ultimate end. 
On both accounts, it is of more consequence in those discour- 
ses whose aim is either instruction or persuasion, than in those 
whose design is solely to please the fancy, or to move the 
passions. And if there are any which answer none of tliosc 
ends, it were better to learn to forget them than to teach the 
method of making them to be retained. 

The author of tlie treatise above quoted hath divided the 
principles of association in ideas into resemblance, contiguity, 
and causation. I do not here inquire into all tlie defects of 
this enumeration, but only observe that, even on his own system, 
order both in space and time ought to have been included. It 
appears at least to have an equal title with causation, which, 
according to him, is but a particular modification and combina- 
tion of the other two. Causation, considered as an associating 
principle, is, in his theory, no more than the contiguous succes- 
sion of two ideas, which is more deeply imprinted on the mind 
by its experience of a similar contiguity and succession of the 
impressions from which they are copied. This therefore is the 
result of resemblance and vicinity united. Order in place is 
likewise a mode of vicinity, where this last tie is strengthened 
by the regularity and simplicity of figure ; which qualities arise 
solely from the resemblance of the corresponding pai'ts of the 
figure ; or the parts similarly situated. Regular figures, besides 
the advantage^ they derive from simplicity and uniformity, have 
this also, that they are more familiar to the mind than irregular 
f^ures, and arc therefore more easily conceived. Hence the 
influence which order in place hath upon the memory. If any 
person question this influence, let him but reflect, how much 
easier it is to remember a considerable number of persons, 
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whom one hath seen ranged on benches or chairs, round a hall, 
than the same number seen standing promiscuously in a crowd: 
and how natural it is, for assisting the memory in recollecting 
the persons, to recur to the order wherein they were placed. 

As to order in time, which in composition is properly styled 
Method, it consisteth principally in conijecting the parts in such 
a manner as to give vicinity to things in the discourse which 
have an affinity ; that is, resemblance, causality, or other rela- 
tion in nature ; and thus making their customary association 
and resemblance, as in ijie former case, co-operate with their 
contiguity in duration, or immediate succession in the delivery. 
The utility of method for aiding the memory, all the w^orld 
knows. But besides this, tln5re are some parts of the discourse, 
as well as figures of speech, peculiarly adapted to this end. 
Such are the division of the 'subject, the rhetorical repetitions 
of every kind, the different modes of transition and recapitu- 
lation. 


Section IV . — Men considei'ed as endowed with Passions. 

To conclude ; when persuasion is the end, passion also must 
be engaged. If it is fancy which bestows brilliancy on our ideas, 
if it is memory which gives them stability, passion dotli more, 
it animates them. Hence they derive spirit and energy. To 
say that it is possible to persuade without speaking to the pas- 
sions, is but at best a kind of specious nonsense. The coolest 
rcasoner always in persuading addresseth himself to the pas- 
sions some way or other. This he cannot avoid doing, if he 
speak to the purpose. To make me believe it is enough to 
show me that things are so ; to make me act, it is necessary 
to show that the action will answer some end. That can never 
be an end to me which gratifies no passion or affection in 
my nature. You assure me, It is for my honour.” Now 
you solicit my pride, without which I had never been able to 
understand the word. You say, It is for my interest.” Now 
you bespeak my self-love. It is for the public good.” Now 
you rouse my patriotism. It will relieve the miserable.” Now 
you touch my pity. So far therefore it is from being an unfair 
method of persuasion to move the passions, that there is no 
persuasion without moving them. 

But if so much depend on passion, where is the scope for 
argument ? Before I answer this question, let it be observed 
that, in order to persuade, there are two things^hich must be 
carefully studied by the orator. The first is, to excite some 
desire or passion in the hearers ; the second is to satisfy their 
judgment that there is a connexion between the action to which 
he would persuaile them, and the gratification of the desire or 
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passion which he excites. This is the analysis of persuasion. 
The former is effected by communicating lively and glowing 
ideas of the object ; the latter, unless so evident of itself as to 
supersede the necessity, by presenting the best and most forci- 
ble arguments which the nature of the subject admits. In the 
one lies the pathetic, ii\ tlic other the argumentative. These 
incorporated together (as was observed in the first chapter) 
constitute that vehemence of contention, to which the greatest 
exploits of eloquence ought doubtless to be ascribed. Here 
then is the principal scope for argumenj:, but not the only scope, 
as will appear in tlie sequel. Wlicn the first end alone is at- 
tained, the pathetic without the rational, the passions are indeed 
roused from a disagreeable languor by the help of the imagina- 
tion, and the mind is thrown into a state which, though ac- 
companied with some painful emotions, rarely fails, upon the 
Avhole, to affect it with pleasure. But, if the hearers are judi- 
cious, no practical effect is produced. They cannot by such 
declamation be influenced to a particular action, because not 
convinced that that action will conduce to the gratifying of the 
passion raised. Your eloquence hath fired my ambition, and 
makes me burn with public zeal. The consequence is, there is 
nothing which at present I would not attempt for the sake of 
fame, and the interest of my country. You advise me to sucli 
a conduct ; but you have not shown me how that can contri- 
bute to gratify either passion. Satisfy me in this, and I am 
instantly at your command. Indeed, when the hearers arc 
rude and ignorant, nothing more is necessary in the speaker 
than inflame their passions. They will not require that the 
connexion between the conduct he urges and the end proposed 
be evinced to them. His word will satisfy. And therefore 
bold aflSrmations are made to supply the place of reasons. 
Hence it is that the rabble are ever the prey of quacks and 
impudent pretenders of every denomination. 

On the contrary, when the other end alone is attained, the 
rational without the pathetic, the speaker is as far from his 
purpose as before. I ou have proved, beyond contradiction, 
that acting thus is the sure way to procure such an object. I 
perceive that your reasoning is conclusive : but I am not affect- 
ed by it. Why ? I have no passion for the object. I am 
indifferent whether I procure it or not. You have demonstrated 
that such a step will mortify my enemy. I believe it ; but I 
have no resentment, and will not trouble myself to give pain to 
another. Your arguments evince that it would gratify my 
vanity. But 5 prefer my ease. Thus passion is the mover to 
action, reason is the guide. Good is the object of the will? 
truth is the object of the understanding.’' 

7 Several causes have contributed to involve this subject in confusion. 
One is the ambiguity and imperfection of language. Motives are often 
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It may be thought that when the motive is the equity, the 
generosity, or the intrinsic merit of the action recommended, 

called arguments, and both motives and arguments are promiscuously styled 
reasons. Another is, the idle disputes that have arisen among philosophers 
concerning the nature of good, both physical and moral. “ Truth and 
good are one,” says the author of the Pleasures of Imagination, an author 
whose poetical merit will not be questioned’* by persons of taste. The 
expression might have been passed in the poet, whose right to the use of 
catachresiSf one of the many privileges comprehended under the name of 
poetic license, proscription hath fully establislied. But by philosophizing on 
this passage in his notes, ho warrants us to canvass his reasoning, for no 
such jirivilege hath as yet, been conceded to pliilosophers. Indeed, in 
attempting to illustrate, he hUs, I think, confuted it, or, to speak more 
properly, shown it to have no meaning. He mentions two opinions 
concerning tlie connexion of truth and beauty, which is one species of 
good. “Some philosophers,” sa*ys he, “assert an independent and in- 
varialde law in nature, in consequence of which all rational beings must alike 
perceive beauty in some certain proportions^ and deformity in the contrary.** 
Now, though 1 do not conceive what is meant either by an independent 
law, or by contrary proportions, this, if it proves any thing, proves as 
clearly that deformity and truth are one, as that beauty and truth are one; 
for those contrary proportions are surely as much proportions, or, if you will, 
as true proportions, ixs some certain proportions arc. Accordingly, if, in the 
coiu'hision deduced, you put the word deformity instead of heauty, and 
the word beauty instead of deformity, the sense will be equally complete. 
“ Others,” ho adds, “ there are, who believe beauty to be merely a relative 
and arbitrary thing; and that it is not impossible, in a physical sense, that 
two beings of equal capacities for truth, should perceive, one of them beauty, 
and the other deformity, in the same redations. And upon this supposition, 
by that truth which is always connected with beauty, nothing more can be 
meant than the conformity of any object to those proportions, upon which, 
after a careful examination, the beauty of that .species is found to depend.” 
This opinion, if I am able to comprehend it, dilfers only in one point from 
the preceding. It supposes the standard or law of beauty not invariable or 
universal. It is liable to the same objection, and that rather more glaringly ; 
for if the same relations must be always ecpially true relations, <leformity is 
as really one with truth as beauty is, since the very same relations can ex- 
hibit both appearances. In short, no hypothesis hitherto invented hath 
shown that by means of the discursive faculty, without the aid of any other 
menial power, we could ever obtain a notion of either the beautiful or the 
good; and till this be shown, nothing is shown to the purpose. The author 
aforesaid, far from attempting this, proceeds on the supposition, that we 
first perceive beauty, he says not how, and then having, by a careful examina- 
tion, discovered the proportions which give rise to the perception, de- 
nominate them true; so that all those elaborate disquisitions with which we 
are amused, amount only to a few insignificant identical propositions very 
improperly expressed. For out of a vast profusion of learned phrase, this 
is all the information we can pick, that “ Beauty is — truly beauty,” and that 
‘‘Good is — truly good.” “Moral good,” says a celebrated writer, “ eon- 
sisteth in fitness.** From this account any person would at first readily 
eoTiclude, that morals, according to him, are not concerned in the ends 
which we pursue, but solely in the choice of means for attaining our ends ; 
that if this cht>ice be judicious the conduct is moral ; if injudicious, the con- 
trary. But this truly pious author is far from admitting such an interpreta- 
tion of his words. Fitness in this sense hath no relation to a farther end. 
It is an absolute fitness, a fitness in itself. We are obliged to ask, What 
then iis that fitness, which you call absolute ? for the application of the word 
in every other case invariably implying the proper direction of means to an 
end, far from affording light.to the meaning it has here, tends directly to 
mislead us. The only answer, as far as I can learn, that hath ever been 
given to this question, is neither more nor less than this, “ That alone is 
absolutely fit which is morally good so that in saying moral good consisteth 
m fitness, no more is meant than that it consisteth in moral good. Another 
moralist appears, who hath made a mo.st wonderful discovery. It is, that 
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argument may be employed to evince the reasonableness of the 
end, as well as the fitness of the means. But this way of 
sneaking suits better the popular dialect than the philosophical. 
Ihe term reasonableness ^ when used in this manner, means 
nothing but the goodness, the amiableness, or moral excel- 
lency. If therefore tha hearer liath no love of justice, no 
benevolence, no regard to right, although he were endowed 
with the perspicacity of a cherub, your harangue could never 
have any influence on his mind. The reason is, when you 
speak of the fitness of the means, you address yourself only to 
the head; when you speak of the goodness of the end, you 
address yourself to the heart, of which we supposed him desti- 
tute. Are we then to class the virthes among the passions ? By 
no means. But without entering into a discussion of the 
difference, which would be foreign to our purpose, let it suffice 
to observe, that they have this in common with passion. They 
necessarily imply an habitual propensity to a certain species of 
conduct, an habitual aversion to the contrary : a veneration for 
such a charact^, an abhorrence of such another. They are, 
therefore, though not passions, so closely related to them, that 
they are properly considered as motives to action, being equally 
capable of giving an impulse to the will. The difference is 
akin to that, if not the same, which rhetoricians observe be- 
tween and ethos, passion and disposition.® Accordingly, 

what is addressed solely to the moral powers of the mind, is not 
so properly denominated the pathetic, as the sentimentaL The 
term, I own, is rather modern, but is nevertheless convenient, 
as it fills a vacant room, and doth not, like most of our new- 
fangled words, jus tie out older and worthier occupants, to the 
no small detriment of the language. It occupies, so to speak, 
the middle place between the pathetic and that which is ad- 
dressed to the imagination, and partakes of both, adding to the 
warmth of the former the grace and attractions of the latter. 

there is not a vice in the world but lying, and that acting virtuously in any 
situation is but one way or other of telling truth. When this curious 
theory comes to be explained, we find the practical lie results solely from 
acting contrary to what those moral sentiments dictate, which, instead of 
deducing, he everywhere presupposeth to be known and acknowledged by us. 
Thus he reasons perpetually in a circle, and without advancing a single step 
beyond it, makes the same things both causes and effects reciprocally. 
Conduct appears to be false for no other reason than because it is immoral, 
and immoral for no other reason but because it is false. Such philosophy * 
would not have been unworthy those profound ontologists, who have blest 
the world with the discovery that “ One being is but one being,” that “ A 
being is truly a being,” and that “ Every being has all the properties that 
it has,” and who, /.o the unspeakable increase of useful knowledge, have 
denominated these the general attributes of being, and distinguished them 
by the titles, unity t trutAf and goodness. This,, if it be any thing, is the very 
sublimate of science. 

® This seems to have been the sense which Quintilian had of the difference 
between and when he gave amor for an eicanipie of the first, and 

charitas of the second. The word ndo; is also sometimes used for moral 
sentiment. Inst, L. vi. c. 2, 
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Now, the principal questions on this subject are these two: — 
How is a passion or disposition that is favourable to the desi<i;ii 
of the orator, to be excited in the hearers ? How is an unfa- 
vourable passion or disposition to be calmed ? As to the first it 
was said already in general, that passion must be awakened by 
communicating lively ideas of the object. The reason will be 
obvious from the following remarks : A passion is most strongly 
excited by sensation. The sight of danger, immediate or near, 
instantly rouseth fear; the feeling of an injury, and the pre- 
sence of the injurer, in a moment kindle anger. Next to the 
influence of sense is that of memory, the effect of which upon 
passion, if the fact be recent, and remembered distinctly and 
circumstantially, is almost equal. Next to the influence of 
memory is that of imagination; by which is here solely meant 
the faculty of apprehending what is neither perceived by the 
senses, nor remembered. Now, as it is this power of which 
the orator must chiefly avail himself, it is proper to inquire 
what those circumstances are, which will make the ideas he 
summons up in the imaginations of his hearei^, resemble, in 
lustre and steadiness, those of sensation and remembrance. 
For the same circumstances will infallibly make them resemble 
also in their eft'ects ; that is, in the influence they will have 
upon the passions and affections of the heart. 

Section V. — The circumstances that are chiefly instrumental 
in opcf^ating on the Passions, 

These are perhaps all reducible to the seven following, pro- 
bability, plausibility, importance, proximity of time, connexion 
of place, relation of the actors or sufferers to the hearers or 
speaker, interest of the hearers or speaker in the consequences. 

Part I. — probability. 

The first is probability^ which is now considered only as an 
expedient for enlivening passion. Here again there is com- 
monly scope for argument.^ Probability results from evidence, 
and begets belief. Belief invigorates our ideas. Belief raised 
to the highest becomes certainty. Certainty flows either from 
the force of the evidence, real or apparent, that is produced ; or 

^ ® I am not quite positive as to the accuracy of this enumeration, and shall 
therefore freely permit my learned and ingenious friend Dr. Reid, to annex 
the et ccetera he proposes in such cases, in order to supply all defects. See 
Sketches of the History of Man, B. iii. Sk. 1. Appendix, c. ii. sect. 2. 

^ In the judiciary orations of the ancients, this was the principal scope for 
argument. That to condemn the guilty, and to acquit the innocent, would 
gratify their indignation against the injurious, and their love of right, was 
too manifest to req^uire a proof. The fact that there was guilt in the prisoner, 
or that there was innocence, did require it. It was otherwise in deliberative 
orations, as the conduct recommended was more remotely connected with 
the emotions raised. ■' 

G 
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without any evidence protluced by the speaker, from the pre- 
vious notoriety of the fact. If the fact be notorious, it will not 
only be superfluous in the speaker to^attempt to prove it, but 
it will be pernicious to his design. The reason is plain. By 
proving he supposeth it questionable, and by supposing actually 
renders it so to his audience : he brings them from viewing it 
in the stronger light of certainty, to view it in the weaker light 
of probability : in lieu of sunshine he gives them twilight. Of the 
diferent means and kinds of probation I have spoken already. 

Part II. — Plausibility, 

. The second circumstance is ptausihility, a thing totally dis- 
tinct from the former, as having an effect upon the mind quite 
independent of faith or probability. It ariseth chiefly from the 
consistency of the narration, from its being what is commonly 
called natural and feasible. This the French critics have aptly 
enough denominated in their language vraiserMance^ the Eng- 
lish critics more improperly in theirs probability. In order to 
avoid the manifest ambiguity there is in this application of the 
word, it had been better to retain the word verisimilitude^ now 
almost obsolete. That there is a relation between those two 
qualities must, notwithstanding, be admitted. This, however, 
is an additional reason for assigning tJiem different names. An 
homonymous term, whose different significations have no affinity 
to one another, is very seldom liable to be misunderstood. 

But as to the nature and extent of this relation, let it be 
observed, that the want of plausibility implies an internal im- 
probability, which it will require the stronger external evidence 
to surmount. Nevertheless, the implausibility may be sur- 
mounted by such evidence, and we may be fully ascertained of 
what is in itself exceedingly iniplausible. Implausibility is, in 
a certain degre% positive evidefrce against a narrative ; whereas 
plausibility implies no positive evidence for it. We know that 
fiction may be as plausible as truth. A narration may be 
possessed of this quality to the highest degree, which we not 
only regard as improbable, but know to be false. Probabi- 
lity is a light darted on the object, from the proofs, which for 
this reason are pertinently enough styled evidence. Plausi- 
bility is a native lustre issuing directly from the object. The 
former is the aim of the histonan, the latter of the poet. Th^ 
every one may be satisfied that the second is generally not infe- 
rior to the first, in its influence on the mind, we need but appeal 
to the effects of tragedy, of epic, and even of romance, which, 
in its principal characters, participates of the nature cf poesy, 
though written in prose. . 

It deserves, however, to be remarked, that though plausi- 
bility alone hath often greater eflScacy in rousing the passions 
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than probability, or even certainty ; yet, in any species of com- 
position wherein truth, or at least probability, is expected, the 
mind quickly nauseates the most plausible tale, which is iinsup- 
poi'ted by proper arguments. For this reason it is the business 
of the orator, as much as his subject will permit, to avail him- 
self of both qualities. There is one case, and but one, in which 
plausibility itself may be dispensed with ; that is, when the fact 
is so incontestiblc that it is impossible to entertain a doubt of 
it ; for when implausibility is incapable of impairing belief, it 
hath sometimes, especiai^y in forensic causes, even a good 
effect. By presenting us with something monstrous in its hind, 
it raiseth astonishment, and thereby heightens every passion 
which the narrative is fitted \o excite. 

But to return to the explication of this quality. When I 
explained the nature of experience, I showed that it consisteth 
of all the general truth collected from particular facts remem- 
bered ; the mind forming to itself, often insensibly, and as it 
were mechanically, certain maxims, from comparing, or rather 
asso(nating the similar circumstances of different incidents.^ 
Hence it is, that when a number of ideas relating to any fact or 
event are successively introduced into my mind by a speaker ; 
if the train he deduceth coincide with the general current of my 
experience ; if in nothing it thwart those conclusions and anti- 
cipations which are become habitual to me, my mind accom- 
panies him with facility, glides along from one idea to another, 
and admits the whole with pleasure. If, on the contrary, the 
train he introduceth run counter to the current of my expe- 
rience ; if in many things it shock those conclusions and anti- 
cipations which are become habitual to me, my mind attends 
him with difficulty, suffers a sort of violence in passing from 
one idea to another, and rejects the whole with disdain : 

For while upon such moilfetrous scenes we ffaze, 

They shock our faith, our in(lip:nation raise.* 

Francis, 

In the former case I pronounce the narrative natural and 
credible, in the latter I say it is unnatural and incredible, if not 
impossible ; and, which is particularly expressive of the differ- 
ent appearances in respect of connexion made by the ideas in 
my mind, the one tale I call coherent, the other incoherent. 
When therefore the orator can obtain no direct aid from the 
memory, of his hea,rers, which is rarely to be obtained, he must, 
for tWsake of brightening, and strengthening, and if I may be 
permitted to use so bold a metaphor, cementing bis ideas, be- 
speak the assistance of experience. ThiA, if proj^erly employed, 

. Ch^p. y. ^ct. ii. 

* Quodcunque bgtondis milil sic, inCrCdalus odi. 

. . H6r; De Arte Poet. 
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will prove a potent crlly, by adding the grace of verisimilitude 
to the whole. It is therefore ^rst of all requisite, that the cir« 
cumstances of the narration, And the order in which they are 
exhibited, be what is comin^nly called natural, that is, congru- 
ous to general experience. 

Where passion is the 0id, it is not a sufficient reason for in- 
troducing any circumstance that it is natural ; it must also be 
pertinent. It is pertinent, when cither necessary for giving a 
distinct and consistent apprehension of the object, at least for 
obviating some objection that may bq started, or doubt that may 
be entertained conoerning it ; or when such as, in its particular 
tendency, promotes the general aim. All circumstances, how- 
ever plausible, which serve merely for decoration, never fail to 
divert the attention, and so becoipc prejudicial to the proposed 
influence on passion. 

But I am aware that, from the explication I have given of 
this quality, it will be said, that I have run into the error, if it 
be an error, which I intended to avoid, and have confounded it 
with probability, by deriving it solely from the same origin, ex- 
perience. In answer to this, let it be observed, that in every 
plausible tale wdiich is unsupported by external evidence, there 
will be found throughout the whole, when duly canvassed, a 
mixture of possibilities and probabilities, and that not in such a 
manner as to make one part or incident probable, another barely 
possible, but so blended as equally to affect the whole, and 
every member. Take the Iliad for an example. That a 
haughty, choleric, and vindictive hero, such as Achilles is 
represented to have been, should, upon the public affront and 
injury he received from Agamemnon, treat that general with in- 
dignity, and form a resolution of wthdrawdng his troops, re- 
maining thenceforth an unconcerned spectator of the calamities 
of his countrymen, our experience of the baleful influences of 
pride and angqr renders in some degree probable ; again, that 
one of such a character as Agamemnon, rapacious, jealous of 
his pre-eminence as commander-in-chief, who envied the supe- 
rior merit of Achilles, and harboured resentment against him — 
that such a one, I say, on such an occurrence as is related by 
the poet, should have given the provocation, will be. acknow- 
ledged also to have some probability. But that there were 
such personages, of such characters, in such circumstances, is 
merely possible. Here there is a total want of evidence. 
Experience is silent. Properly indeed the case comes not 
within the verge of its jurisdiction. Its general conclusions 
may serve in confutation, but can never serve in proof of par- 
ticular or historical facts. Suflicient testimonyyand thatonly? 
will answer here. The testimony of the poet in this case goes 
for nothing. His object we know is not truth but likelihood. 
Experience, however, advances nothing against those allega- 
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tlons of the poet, therefore wc call them possible ; it can say 
nothing for them, therefore we do not call them probable. The 
whole at most amounts to this— if such causes existed, such 
effects probably followed. But we have no evidence of the 
existence of the causes ; therefore we have no evidence of the 
existence of the effects. Consequently, all the probability im- 
plied in this quality is a hypothetical probability, which is in 
effect none at all. It is an axiom among dialecticians, in rela- 
tion to the syllogistic art, that the conclusion always follows 
the weaker of the premises. To apply this to the present pur- 
pose, an application not illicit, though unusual, — if one of the 
premises, suppose the major, contain an affirmation that is 
barely possible, the minor, one that is probable, possibility only 
can be deduced in the conclusion. 

These two qualities, therefore. Probability and Plausi- 
bility, (if I may be indulged a little in the allegoric style), I 
shall call sister-graces, daughter of the same father Experience^ 
ivlio is the progeny of Memory^ the first-born and heir of Sense. 
These daughters Experience had by different mothers. The 
elder is the offspring of Reason^ the younger is the child of 
Fancy. The elder, regular in her features, and majestic both 
in shape and mien, is admirably fitted for commanding esteem, 
and even a religious veneration : the younger, careless, bloom- 
ing, sprightly, is entirely formed for captivating the heart, and 
engaging love. The conversation of each is entertaining and 
instructive, but in different ways. Sages seem to think that 
there is more instruction to be gotten from the just observations 
of the elder ; almost all are agreed that there is more entertain- 
ment in the lively sallies of the younger. The principal com- 
panion and favourite of the first is Truthy but whether Truth 
or Fiction share most in the favour of the second it were often 
difficult to say. Both are naturally well-disposed, and even 
friendly to Virtue, but the elder is by much the more steady of 
the two ; the younger, though perhaps not less capable of doing 
good, is more easily corrupted, and hath sometimes basely 
turned procuress to Vice. Though rivals, they have a sisterly 
affection to each other, and love to be together. The elder, 
sensible that there ar^ but few who can for any time relish her 
society alone, is generally anxious that her' sister be of the 
party ; the younger, conscious of her own superior talents in 
this respect, can more easily dispense with the other’s company. 
Nevertheless, when she is discoursing on great and serious sub- 
jects, in order to add weight to her words, she often quotes her 
sister’s testimony, which she knows is better credited than her 
own, a compliment that is but sparingly returned by the elder. 
Each sister hath her admirers. Those of the younger are more 
numerous, those of the elder more constant. In the retinue of 
the former you will find the young, the gay, the dissipated ; but 
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these are not her only attendants. The middle-aged, however, 
and the thoughtful, more commonly attach themselves to the 
latter. To conclude ; as something may be learned of charac- 
ters from the invectivesof enemies, as well as from the encomiums 
of friends, those who have not judgment to discern the good 
qualities of the first-bohi, accuse her of dulness, pedantry, and 
stiffness ; those who have not taste to relish the charms of the 
second, charge her with folly, levity, and falseness. Meantime, 
it appears to be the universal opinion of the impartial, and such 
as have been best acquainted with bevth, that though the attrac- 
tives of the younger be more irresistible at sight, the virtues 
of the elder will be longer remembered. 

So much for the two qualities prohahility and plaiisihility^ 
on which I have expatiated the more, as they are the principal, 
and in some respect, indispensable. The others are not com- 
patible with every subject ; but as they are of real moment, it 
is necessary to attend to them, that so they may not be over- 
looked in cases wherein the subject requires that they be urged. 

. Part III. — Importance, 

The third circumstance I took notice of wasimportancey the ap- 
pearance of which always tends, by fixing attention more closely, 
to add brightness and strength to the ideas. The importance 
in moral subjects is analagous to the quantity of matter in phy- 
sical subjects, as on quantity the moment of moving bodies in a 
great degree depends. An action may derive imj)ortance from 
its own nature, from those concerned in it as acting or suffering, 
or from its consequences. It derives importance from Its own 
nature, if it be stupendous in its kind, if the result of what is 
uncommonly great, whether good or bad, passion or invention, 
virtue or vice, as what in respect of generosity is'godlike, what 
in respect of atrocity is diabolical : it derives importance from 
those concerned in it, when the actors or the sufferers are con- 
siderable, on account either of their dignity or of their number, 
or of both : it derives importance from its consequences, when 
these are remarkable in regard to their greatness, their multi- 
tude, their extent, and that either as to^the many and distant 
places affected by them, or as to the future and remote periods 
to which they may reach, or as to both, 

AJl the four remaining circumstances derive their efficacy 
purely from one and the same cause, the connexion of the sub- 
ject with those, occupied, as speaker or hearers, in the discourse. 
Self is the centre here, which hath a similar power in the ideal 
world to that of the sun in the material world, in communicat- 
ing both light and heat to whatever is within the sphere of its 
activity, and in a greater or less degree according to the 
nearness or remoteness. 
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Part IV . — Proximity of Time, 

First, as to proximity of time^ every one knows that any 
melancholy incident is the more affecting that it is recent. 
Hence it is become common with story-tellers, that they may 
make a deeper impression*on the hcareft's, to introduce remarks 
like these ; that the tale which they relate is not old, that it 
happened but lately, or in their own time, or that they are yet 
living who had a part in it, or were witnesses of it. Proximity 
of time regards not only the past but the future. An event that 
will probably soon happen hath greater influence upon us than 
what will probably happen a^long time hence. I have hitherto 
proceeded on the hypothesis, that the orator rouses the passions 
of his hearers by exhibiting some past transaction ; but we 
mist acknowledge that })asslon may be as strongly excited by 
Ills reasonings concerning an event yet to come. In the judi- 
ciary orations there is greater scope for the former, in the deli- 
berative for the latter ; though in each kind there may occa^ 
sionally be scope for both. All the seven circumstances enu- 
merated arc applicable, and have equal weight, whether they 
relate to the future or to the past. The only exception that I 
know of is, thafprobability and ])lausibility are scarcely distin- 
guishable, when used in reference to events in futurity. As in 
these there is no access for testimony, what constitutes the 
principal distinction is quite excluded. In comparing the In- 
fluence of the past upon our minds, with that of the future, it 
appears iii general, that if the evidence, the importlince, and the 
distance of the objects be equal, the latter will be greater than 
the former. The reason, I imagine, is, we are conscious that 
as every moment, the future, which seems placed before us, is 
approaching ; and the past, which lies, as it were, behind, is re- 
tiring, our nearness or relation to the one constantly increaseth 
as the other decreaseth. There is something like attraction in 
the first case, and repulsion in the second. This tends to in- 
terest us more in the future than in the past, and consequently 
to the present view aggrandizes the one and diminishes the * 
other. 

What, nevertheless, gives the past a veryconsidemble advan- 
tage, is its being generally susceptible of much stronger evi- 
dence than the future. The lights of the mind are, if I may so- 
express myself, in an opposite situation to the lights of the body. 
These discover clearly the prospect lying before us, but not the 
ground we have already passed. By the memory, on the con- 
trary, that great luminary of the mind, things past are exhibited 
in retrospect : we have no correspondent faculty to irradiate the 
fifture ; and even in matters which fall not within the reach of 
our memoiy, past events are often clearly discoverable by testi- 
mony, and by eflfects at present existing ; whereas we have 
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nothing equivalent to found our arguments upon in reason- 
ing about things to come. It is for this reason, that the 
future is considered as the province of conjecture and un- 
certainty. 


Part V. — Connexion of Place, 

Local connexion^ the fifth in the above enumeration, hath a 
more powerful effect than proximitjr‘of time. Duration and 
space are two things, (call them entities or attributes, or what 
you please,) in some respects the n?ost like, and in some respects 
the most unlike to one another. They resemble in continuity, 
divisibility, infinity, in their being deemed essential to the exist- 
ence of other things, and in the doubts that have been raised as 
to their having a real or independent existence of their own. 
They differ, in that the latter is permanent, whereas the very 
essence of the former consisteth in transitoriness ; the parts of 
the one are all successive, of the other all co-existent. The 
greater portions of time are all distinguished by the memorable 
things which have been transacted in them, the smaller portions 
by the revolutions of the heavenly bodies : the portions of place, 

f reat and small, (for we do not here consider tlic regions of the 
xed stars and planets,) are distinguished by the various tracts 
of land and water, into which the earth is divided and subdi- 
vided ; the one distinction intelligible, the other sensible ; the 
one chiefly Known to the inquisitive, the other in a great mea- 
sure obvious to all. 

Hence perhaps it arises, that the latter is considered as a 
firmer ground of relation than the former. Who is not more 
curious to know the notable transactions which have happened 
in his own country from the earliest antiquity, than to be ac- 
quainted with those which have happened in the remotest 
regions of the globe, during the century wherein he lives ? It 
must be owned, however, that the former circumstance is more 
* frequently aided by that of personal relation than the latter. 
Connexion of place not only includes vicinage, but every other 
local relation, such as being in a -province under the same 
gOYcrnment with us, in a state that is in alliance with us, in a 
country well known to us, and the like. Of the influence of 
this connexion in operating on our passions we have daily 
proofs. With how much indifference, at least with how slight 
and transient pmotion, do we read in newspapers the accounts 
of the most deplorable accidents in countries distant and un- 
known I How much, on the contrary, are we alarmed and 
agitated on being informed that any such accident hath h^ 
pened in our neighbourhood, and that even though we be 
totally unacquainted wdth the persons concerned 1 
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Part VI . — Relation to the Persons concerned. 

Still greater is the power of relation to the persons con- 
cerned, which was the sixth circumstance mentioned, as this 
tie is more direct than that which attacheth us to the scene of 
action. It is the persons, not the place, that arc the immediate 
objects of the passions love or hatred, pity or anger, envy or 
contempt. Relation to the actors commonly produces an effect 
contraiy to that produced by relation to the sufferers, the first 
in extenuation, the second in aggravation of the crime alleged. 
The first makes for the apologist, the second for the accuser. 
This I say is commonly the case, not always. A remote rela- 
tion to the actors, when the pftence is heinous, especially if the 
sjffcrers be more nearly related, will sometimes rather aggra- 
vate than extenuate the guilt in our estimation. But it is 
impossible with any precision to reduce these effects to rules ; 
so much depending on the different tempers and sentiments of 
different audiences^ Personal relations ai’e of various kinds. 
Some have generally greater influence than others ; some again 
have greater influence with one person, others with another. 
They are consanguinity, affinity, friendship, acquaintance, be- 
ing fellow-citizens, countrymen, of the same suniame, language, 
religion, occupation, and inimuierable others. 

Part VII . — Interest in the Consequences, 

But of all the connective circumstances, the most powerful 
is inierestj which is the last. Of all relations, personal rela- 
tion, by bringing the object very near, most enlivens that sym- 
pathy which attacheth us to the concerns of others ; interest in 
the effects brings the object, if I may say so, into contact with 
us, and makes the mind cling to it as a concern of its own. 
Sympathy is but a reflected feeling, and therefore, in ordinary 
cases, must be weaker than the original. Though the mirror 
be ever so true, a lover will not be obliged to it for presenting 
him with the figure of his mistress when he hath an opportu- 
nity of gazing on her person. Nor will the orator place his 
chief confidence in the assistance of the social and sympathetic 
affections, when he hath it in his power to arm the selfish. 

Men universally, from a just conception of the difference, 
have, when self is concerned, given a different name to w hat 
seems originally the same passion in a higher degree. Injury, 
to whomsoever offered, is to every man that Observes it, and 
whose sense of right is not debauched by vicious practice, the 
natural object of indignation. Indignation always implies 
resentme^tj or a desire of retaliating on the injurious person, 
so far at: least as to make him repent the wrong he hath com- 
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mittcd. This Indignation In the person injured is, from our 
knowledge of mankind, supposed to be, not indeed universally, 
but generally so much stronger, that it ought to be distin- 
guished by another appellation, and is, accordingly, denomi- 
nated revenge* In like manner beneficence, on whomsoever 
exercised, is the naturai object of our love; love always implies 
henevolence^ or a desire of promoting the happiness of the 
beneficent person ; but this passion in the person benefited is 
conceived to be so much greater, and to infer so strong an 
obligation to a return of good office^ *to his benefactor, that it 
merits to be distinguished by the title gratitude* Now by this 
circumstance of interest in the effects, the speaker, from en- 
gaging pity in his favour, can proceed to operate on a more 

E owerful princi[)lc, self-preservation* The benevolence of his 
earers he can work up into gratitude^ their indignation into 
revenge* 

The two last-mentioned circumstances, personal relation and 
interest, are not without influence, as was hinted in the enu- 
meration, though they regard the speaker only, and not the 
hearers. The reason is, a person present with us, whom wc 
see and hear, and who, by words, and looks, and gestures, 
gives the liveliest signs of his feelings, has the surest and most 
immediate claim upon our sympathy. We become infected 
with his passions. We are hurried along by them, and not 
allowed leisure to distinguish between his relation and our 
relation, his interest and our interest. 


Section VI . — Other Passionsy as well as Moral SentimentSy 
useful auxiliai'ies. 

So much for those circumstances in the object presented by 
the speaker, which serve to awaken and inflame the passions 
of the hearers.* But when a passion is once raised, there arc 

* To illustrate most of the preceding circumstances, and show, the manner of 
applying them, I shall take an example from Cicero's last oration against 
Verres, where, after relating the crucifixion of Gavius, a Roman citizen, he 
exclaims, “ 1. O nomen dulce libcrtatisl O juseximium nostrm civitatisl 0 
lex Porcia, legesque Semproni® I O graviter desiderata, et aliquando reddita 
plcbi Roman® tribunitia potestas I 2. Huccine tandem omnia reciderunt, ut 
civis Romanus in provincia populi Romani, in oppido feederatorum, ab eo qui 
beneficio populi Romani fasces et secures haberet, deligatus in foro virgis 
emderetur?.— .3. Sed quid e^o plura do Gavio? quasi tu Gavip turn fueris 
infestus, ac non nomini, generi, juri civium hostis, non ilU inquam homini, sed 
caus® communi libertatis inimicus fuisti. 4. Quid enim attinuit, cum Ma- 
mertini more atque instituto suo, crueem fixissent post urbem, in via Fompeia; 
te jubere in ea |*arte figere, qu® ad fretum spectat ; et hoc addere, quod 
negare nulio modo potes, quod omnibus audientibus dixisti palam, te idcirco 
ilium locum deligero, ut ille qui se civem Romanum esse diceret, ex cruce 
Italiam cerneret, ac domum suam prospicere posset? 5. Itaque ilia crux sola, 
judices, post conditam Messanam illo in loco fixa est. 6. Itali® conspectus 
ad earn reia ab isto delectus est, ut ille in dolore oruciatuque morlens, per* 
angusto freto divisa servitutis ao libertatis jura oognosceret; Italia autem 
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also other means by which it may be kept alive, and even Q,ug- 
mentcd. Other passions or dispositions may be called in as 
auxiliaries. Nothing Is more efficacious in this respect than a 

alumnum suum, servitutis extremo summoque supplicio affectum videret. 7. 
Facimis est Tiucire civem Romanura, scelus v|jrberare, propo parricidium 
nceare, quid dioam, in crucem tollcro? verbo satis digiio tarn nefaria res 
appellari nullo modo potest. 8. Non fuit his omnibus iste contentus. Spectot, 
inquit, patriam; in conspectu leguin libertatisquo moriatur. 9. Non tu hoc 
loco Gaviiim, non uiium hominem, nescio ijuem, civem Romanum, sod com- 
immom libertatis ot civitatis caiisam in ilium cruciatum et crucem egisti. 
10. Jam vero videto hominis Hqdaciam! Nonne enim graviter tulissc arbi- 
tramini, quod illam civibus Romanis crucem non posset in foro, non in comitio, 
non in rostris defigere ? 11. Quod enim his locis in provincia sua celebritate 

simillimum, regione proxirniim, potiiit, elegit. 12. Monuraontum sceleris 
— audaciaeque sum voluit esse in conspectu ltalia% praitervcctione omnium 
qui ultro citroque navigarent. 13. Paulo ante, judiccs, lacrymas in mort© 
misera atque indignissiraa navarcliorum non tenebamus : et recjte de merito 
'' orum innocontium miseria commovebamur. 14. Quid nunc in nostor 
sanguine tandem lacore debemus? nam civium Romanoriim sanguis con- 

jniictus existimaiidus est. 15. Omnos hoc loco cives Romani, et qui 

adsunt et qui ubicunque .sunt, vestram severitatern desidcrant, vestram 
fidem implorant, vestrum auxilium requirimt. 16. Omnia sua jura, com- 
moda, auxilia, totam denique libertatem in vestris sententiis versarl arbi- 

traiitiir.” 1 shall point out the pathetic circumstances exemplified in 

this passage, ob.scrving the order wherein they were enumerated. I have 
numbered the sentences in the quotation to prevent repetition on referring 
to them. It must be remarked, first of all, that in judiciary orations, such 
as this, the proper place for plau.sibility is the narration; for probability, 
the confirmation or proof: the other five, though generally admissible into 
either of those places, shine principally in peroration. I shall show how the 
orator hath availed himself of these in the passage now cited. First, 
portance; and that first in respect of the enormity of the action, No. 7; of 
the disposition of the actor, No. 3, 9, 10; and to render probable what might 
otherwise appear merely conjectural, No. 4, 5, 8, 11, 12 ; in respect of con- 
sequences, their greatness, No. 1,2: where the crime is most artfully though 
implicitly represented as subversive of all that was dear to them, liberty, 
the right of citizens, their most valuable laws, and that idol of the people, 
the tribunitian power ; their extent, No. 15, 16. Secondly, proxiniitij of time ; 
there is but an insinuation of this circumstance in the word tandem, jNo. 2. 
There are two reasons which probably induced the orator in this particular 
to be so sparing. One is, the recency of the crime, as if the criminal’s 
l)rrptorship was notorious ; the other and the weightier is, that of all relations 
this is the weakest; and even what innuence it hath, reflection serves rather 
to correct than to confirm. In appearing to lay stress on so slight a circum- 
stance, a speaker displays rather penury of matter than abundance. It is 
better, therefore, in most cases, to suggest it as it were by accident, than to 
insist on it as of design. It deserves also to be remarked, that the word 
here employed is very emphatical, as it conveys at the same time a tacit 
foinpari.son of their so recent degeneracy with the freedom,^ security, and 
glory which they had long emoyed. The same word is again introduced, 
No. 14, to the same intent. Thirdly, local connexion; in respect of vicina^, 
how affectingly, though indirectly, is it touched, No. 4 , o, 8, 11, 12! in- 
directly, for reasons similar to those mentioned on the circumstance of time; 
as to other local connexions, No. iL “in provincia populi Romani, in oppido 
foederatorum.*’ Fourthly, persons relation; first of the perpetrator, No. 2, 
“ ab eo qui beneficio,” &o. his crime therefore more atrociofts and ungrateful, 
the most sacred rights violated by one who ought to have protected them ; 
next of the sufferer, No. 2, ** civis Romanus."* This is most pathetically 
urgedj and, by a comparison introduced, greatly heightened, No. 13, 14. 
fifthly, the interest^ which not the hearers only, but all who bear the Roman 
name, have in the conseauences, No. 15, 16. vVe see, in the above example, 
with what uncommon address and delicacy those circumstances ought to bo 
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sense of justice, a sense of public utility, a sense of glory; and 
uotning conducetli more to operate on these, than the senti- 
ments of sages whose wisdom we venerate, the example of 
heroes whose exploits we admire. I shall conclude what 
relates to the exciting of passion when I have remarked, that 
pleading the importance and the other pathetic circumstances, 
or pleading the authority of opinions or precedents, is usually 
considered, and aptly enough, as being likewise a species of 
reasoning. 

This concession, however, doth not hnply, that by any reason- 
ing we are ever taught that such an object ought to awaken 
such a passion. This we must karn originally from feeling, 
not from argument. No speaker attempts to prove it ; though 
he sometimes introduceth moral considerations, in order to 
justify the passion when raised, and to prevent the hearers 
from attempting to suppress it. Even when ho is enforcing 
their regard to the pathetic circumstances above mentioned, it 
is not so much his aim to show that these circumstances ought 
to augment the passion, as that these circumstances are in the 
object. The effect upon their minds he commonly leaves to 
nature ; and is not afraid of the conclusion, if he can make 
every aggravating circumstance be, as it were, both perceived 
and felt by them. In the enthymeme, (the syllogism of orators, 
as Quintilian^' terms it,) employed Ini^uch cases, the sentiment 
that such a quality or circumstance ought to rouse such a 
passion, though the foundation of all, is generally assumed 
without proof, or even without mention. This forms the major 
proposition, which is suppressed as obvious. His whole art is 
exerted in evincing the minor, which is the antecedent in his 
argument, and which maintains the reality of those attendant 
circumstances in the case in hand. A careful attention to the 
examples of vehemence in the first chapter, and the quotation 
in the foregoing note, will sufficiently illustrate this remark. 

sometimes blended, sometimes but insinuated, sometimes, on the contrary, 
warmly urged, sometimes shaded a little, that the art may be concealed ; 
and, in brief; the whole conducted so as that nothing material may be 
omitted, that every sentiment may easily follow that which precedes, a^d 
usher that which follows it, and that every thing said may appear to be the 
language of pure nature. The art of the rhetorician, like that of the philo- 
sopher, is analytical; the art of the orator is synthetical. The former acts 
the part of the skilful anatomist, who, by removing the teguments, and 
jjicelv separating the parts, presents us with views at once n&ed, distinct, 
audjuideous, now of the structure of the bones, now of the muscles and 
tendons, now of the arteries and veins, now of the bowels, now of the brain 
and nervous system. The latter imitates Nature in the constructing of her 
W0rkr who, witb wonderful symmetry, unites the various organs, adapts 
them to their respective uses, and covers all with a decent veil, the skin. 
This, though she hide entirely the more minute and the interior parts, and 
show not to equal advantage even the articulations of the limbs, and the 
adjustment of the larger members, adds inexpressible beauty, and strength, 
and energy to the whole. 

^ Instit. 1. i. c. 9. 
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Section VIL — Hoic an Unfavourable Passion must he 
calmed* 

I come now to the second question o^^ the subject of passion. 
How is an unfavourable passion, or disposition, t5 be calmed? 
The answer is, either, first, by annihilating, or at le.ast diminish- 
ing the object which raised it; or secondly, by exciting some 
other passion which may counterwork it. 

By proving the falsity of the namtion, or the utter incredi- 
bility of the future event, on the supposed, truth of which the 
passion was founded, the object is annihilated. It is diminished 
by all such circumstances as are contrary to those by which it 
is increased. These are, improbability, implausibility, insig- 
nificance, distance of time, remoteness of place, the persons 
Concerned such as we have no connexion with, the consequences 
such as we have no interest in. The method recommended by 
Gorgias, and approved by Aristotle, though peculiar in its 
manner, is, in those cases wherein it may properly be attempted, 
coincident in effect with that now mentioned. ‘‘ It was a just 
opinion of Gorgias, that the serious argument of an adversary 
should be confounded by ridicule, and his ridicule by serious 
argument.” For this^s only endeavouring, by the aid of 
laughter and contempt, to dimmish, or even quite undo, the 
unfriendly emotions that have been raised in the minds of the 
hearers ; or, on the contrary, by satisfying them of the serious- 
ness of the subject, and of the importance of its consequences, 
to extinguish the contempt, and make the laughter, which the 
antagonist wanted to excite, appear when examined, no better 
than madness. 

The second way of silencing an unfavourable passion or dis- 
position, is by conjuring up some other passion or disposition, 
which may overcome it. With regard to conduct, whenever 
the mind deliberates, it is conscious of contrary motives im- 
pelling it in opposite directions ; in other words, it finds that 
Acting thus would gratify one passion ; not acting, or acting 
otherwise, would gratify another. To take such a step, I 
perceive, would promote my interest, but derogate from my 
honour. Such another will gratify my resentment, but hurt 
my interest. When this is the case, as the speaker can be at 
no loss to discover the conflicting passions, he must be sensible 
that whatever force he adds^ to the disposition that favours his 
design, is in fact so much subtracted from the disposition that 
opposeth it, and conversely ; as in the two scales of a balance^ 

^ Aiiv, i4>h rnr /wiv rm rev h 

trifevh* Rhet, 1. iii. c. 18. 
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it 18 equal in regard to the effect, whether you add so much 
weight to one scale, or take it from the other. 

Thus we have seen in what manner passion to an absent ob- 
ject may be excited by eloquence, which, by enlivening and in- 
vigorating the ideas of imagination, makes them resemble the 
impressions of sense apd the traces of memory; and in this 
respect hath an effect on the mind similar to that produced by 
a telescope on the sight; things remote afe brought near, 
things obscure rendered conspicuous. We have seen also in 
what manner a passion already excit(;d may be calmed; how, 
by the oratorical magic, as by inverting the telescope, the 
object may be again rentoved and diminished. 

It were endless to enumerate all the rhetorical figures that 
are adapted to the patlietic. Let it suffice to say, that most of 
those already named may be successfully employed here. Of 
others the principal arc these, correction, climax, vision, ex- 
clamation, apostrophe, and interrogation. The three first, coi^‘ 
rection, climax, and vision, tend greatly to enliven the ideas, by 
the implicit, but animated comparison and opposition conveyed 
in them. Implicit and indirect comparison is more suitable to 
the disturbed state of mind required by the pathetic, than that 
which is explicit and direct. The latter implies leisure and 
tranquillity, the former rapidity and fire. Exclamation and 
apostrophe operate chiefly by sympathy, as they the most 
ardent expressions of perturbation in ihc speaker. It at first 
sight appears more difficult to account for the effect of interro- 
gation, which, being an appeal to the hearers, though it might 
awaken a closer attention, yet could not, one would imagine, 
excite in their minds any emotion that was not there before. 
This, nevertheless, it doth excite, through an oblique operation 
of the same principle. Such an appeal implies in the orator the 
strongest confidence in the rectitude of his sentiments, and in 
the concurrence of every reasonable being. The auditors, by 
sympathizing with this frame of spirit, find it impracticable to 
withhold an assent which is so confidently depended on. But 
there will be occasion afterwards for discussing more particu- 
larly the rhetorical tropes and figures, when we come to treat 
ofclocution. 

Thus I have finished the consideration which the speaker 
pu^ht to have of his hearers as men in general; that is, as 
thinking beings endowed with understanding, imagination, 
inemory, and passions, such as we are conscious of in our- 
selves? and kam from the experience of their effects tp be in 
pthers. I hay t pointed out the arts to be employed by him in 
engaging all those faculties in his service, that what he ad- 
vanceth may not only be understood, not only command at- 
tention, not only be remembered, but, which is the chief point 
of ail, may interest the heart. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Of the Consideration which the Speaker ought to have of the 
Hearers^ as such men m particular. 

It was remarked in the ^beginning of the preceding chapter, 
that the hearers ought to be considered in a twofold view, as 
men in general, and as such fnen in particular. The first con- 
sideration I have despatched, I now enter on the second. 

When it is affirmed that the hearers are to be considered as 
such men in particular, no more is meant, than that regard 
Ought to be had by the speaker to the special character of the 
audience, as composed of such individuals ; that he may suit 
himself to them, both in his style and in his arguments.’" Now, 
the difference between one audience and another is very great, 
not only in intellectual but in moral attainments. That may be 
clearly intelligible to a House of Commons, which w^ould ap- 
pear as if spoken in an unknown tongue to a conventicle of 
enthusiasts. That mayjcindle fury in the latter, which would 
create no emotion in the former but laughter and contempt. 
The most obvious difference that appears in different audi- 
tories, results from the different cultivation of the understand- 
ing; and the influence which this, and their manner of life, 
have both upon the imagination and upon the memory. 

But even in cases wherein the difference in education and 
moral culture hath not been considerable, different habits after- 
wards contracted, and different occupations in life, give different 
propensfties, and make one incline more to one passion, another 
to another. They consequently afford the intelligent speaker 
an easier passage ft the heart, through the channel of the 
favourite passion. Thus liberty and independence wiU ever be 
prevalent motives with republicans, pomp and splendour with 
those attached to monarchy. In mercantile states, such as 
Carthage among the ancients, or Holland among the modems, 
mterest.will always prove the most cogent argument; in states 
solely or chiefly composed of soldiers, suem as Sparta and 
ancient Rome, no inducement will be found a counterpoise to 
glory. Similar differences afe also to be made in addressing 
different classes of men. With men of geniu* the most suc- 
cessful topic will be fame ; with men of industry, riches ; with 
men of fortune, pleasure. 

T He iuttsthe Orpheus iu sylvis, inter delphinaS Arion.‘* Viro. 
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But as the characters of audiences may be infinitely diversi- 
fied, and as the influence they ought to have respectively upon 
the speaker must be obvious to a person of discernment, it is 
suflftcient here to have observed thus much in the general 
concerning them. 


CHAPTER IX. 

Of the Consideration which the Speaker ought to have of 
llimself. 

The last consideration I mentioned, is that which the speaker 
ought to have of himself. By this we are to understand, not 
that estimate of himself which is derived directly from con- 
sciousness or self-acquaintance, but that which is obtained re- 
flexively from the opinion entertained of him by the hearers, 
or the character which he bears with them. Sympathy is one 
main engine by which the orator operates on the passions. 


With them who laugh, our social joy appears ; 

With them who mourn, w# sympathize in tears ; 

If you would have me w'eep, begin the strain, 

Then I shall feel your sorrows, feel your pain.® 

Francis. 


Whatever, therefore, weakens that principle of sympathy, 
must do the speaker unutterable prejudice in respect of his 
power over the passions of his audience, but not in this respect 
only. One source, at least, of the primary influence m testi- 
mony on faith, is doubtless to be attributed to the same com- 
municative principle. At the same tim^it is certain, as was 
remarked above, that every testimony doth not equally attach 
this principle ; that in this particular the reputation of the at- 
tester hath a considerable power. Now, the speaker’s apparent 
conviction of the truth of what he advanceth, adds to all his 
other arguments an evidence, though not precisely the same, 
yet near akin to that of his own testimony.^ This hath some 

weight even with the wisest hearers, but is every thing with 

# 

® Ui ridentlbus arrident, ita flentibus adflcnt 
Humani vultus. Si vis me flere, dolendum est 
Primum ipsi tibi : tunc tua me infortunia Isedent. 

Hor. De Arte Poet. 

• Ne illud quidem praeteribo, quantam afferat fidem expositioni narrantis 
auctoritas* QoiiUT. lib. iv. cap. 2. 
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tlie vulgar. Whatever therefore lessens sympathy, must also 
impair belief. 

Sympathy in the hearers to the speaker may be lessened 
several ways, chiefly by these two ; by a low opinion of his 
intellectual abilities, by a bad opinion of his morals. The 
latter is the more prejudicial of the twq. Men generally will 
think themselves in less danger of being seduced by a man of 
weak understanding, but of distinguished probity, than by a 
man of the best understanding who is of a profligate life. So 
much more powerfully do the qualities of the heart attach us, 
than those of the head. This i^reference, though it may be 
justly called untaught and instinctive, arising purely from the 
original frame of the mind, re«ison, or the knowledge of man- 
kind acquix’ed by experience, instead of weakening, seems after- 
wards to corroborate. Hcncfe it hath become a common topic 
AVI til rhetoricians, that, in order to be a successful orator, one 
must be a good man; for to be good is the only sure way of 
Ix'ing long esteemed good, and to be esteemed good is pre- 
viously necessary to one’s being heard with due attention and 
regard. Consequently, the topic hath a foundation in human 
nature. There arc indeed other things in the character of the 
speaker, which, in a less degree, will hurt his influence; youth, 
inexperience of affairs, former want of success, and the like. 

But of all the prepossessions in the minds of the hearers 
which tend to impede or counteract the design of the speaker, 
party-spirit, where it happens to prevail, is the most pernicious, 
being at once the most inflexible and the most unjust. This 
prejudice I mention by itself, as those above recited may have 
place at any time, and in any national circumstances. This 
hath place only when a people is so unfortunate as to be torn 
by faction. In that case, if the speaker and the hearers, or the 
bulk of the hearers, be of contrary parties, their minds will be 
more prepossessed against him, though his life were ever so 
blameless, than if he were a man of the most flagitious manners, 
but of the same party. This holds but too much alike of all 
parties, religious and political. Violent party-men not only 
lose all sympathy with those of the opposite side, but contract 
an antipathy to them. This, on some occasions, even the 
divinest eloquence will not surmount. 

As to personal prejudices in general, 1 shall conclude with 
two remarks. The first is, the more gross the hearers are, so 
much the more susceptible they are of such prejudices. No- 
thing exposes the mind more to all their baneful influences 
than ignorance and rudeness; the rabble chiefly consider who 
speaks, men of sense and education what is spoken. Nor are 
the multitude, to do them justice, less excessive in their love 
than in their hatred, in their attachments than in their aver- 
sions. From a consciousness, it would seem, of their own in- 

H 
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capacity to gukie thenciselves, they arc ever prone blindly to 
submit to the guidance of some popular orator, who hath had 
the address first, either to gain their approbation by his real or 
pretended virtues, or, which is the easier way, to recommend 
himself to their esteem by a flaming #eal for their favourite 
distinctions, and afterwards by his eloquence to work upon 
their passions. At the same time it must be acknowledged, on 
the other hand, that even men of the most improved intellects, 
and most refined sentiments, are not altogether beyond the 
reach of preconceived opinion, either in the speaker’s favour or 
to his prejudice. 

The second remark is, that when the opinion of the audience 
is unfavourable, the speaker hatSi need to be much more cau- 
tious in every step he takes, to show more modesty, and greater 
deference to the judgment of his hearers ; perhaps in order to 
win them, he may find it necessary to make some concessions 
in relation to his former princqdes or conduct, and to entreat 
their attention from pure regard to the subject ; that, like men 
of judgment and candour, they would impartially consider what 
is said, and give a welcome reception to truth, from what quarter 
soever it proceed. Thus he must attempt, if possible, to mollify 
them, gradually to insinuate himself into their favour, and 
thereby imperceptibly to transfuse his sentiments and passions 
into their minds. 

The man who enjoys the advantage of popularity needs not 
this caution. The minds of his auditors are perfectly attuned 
to his. They are prepared for adopting implicitly his opinions, 
and accompanying him in all his most passionate excursions. 
When the people are willing to run with you, you may run as 
fast as you can, especially when the case requires impetuosity 
and despatch. But if you find in them no such ardour, if it is 
not even without reluctance that they arc induced to walk w itli 
you, you must slacken your pace and ke^ them company, lest 
they either stand still or turn back. Dinerent rules are given 
by rhetoricians as adapted to different circumstances. Differ- 
ences in this respect are numberless. It is enough here to 
have observed those principles in the mind on which the rules 
are founded. 


CHAPTER X. 

The different Mnde of public speaking in use among the moderns 
compared^ with a view to their different advantages in respect 
of eloquence. 

The principal sorts of discourses which here demand our no- 
tice, and on which I intend to make some obeervati(on$> are the 



CHAP. X.] 


OF RHETORIC. 


99 


three following: orations delivered at the bar, those pronounced 
in the •senate, and those spoken from the pulpit. I do not 
make a separate article of the speeches delivered by judges to 
their colleagues on the bench ; because, though there be some- 
thing peculiar here, arising from the difference in character that 
subsists between the judge and the pV'ader, in all the other 
material circumstances, the persons addressed, the subject, the 
occasion, and the purpose in ,spe<aking, there is in these tw^o 
sorts a perfect coincidence. In like manner, I forbear to men- 
tion the theatre, because entirely dissimilar, both in form and 
in kind, as liardly to be capable of a place in the comparison. 
Besides, it is only a cursory view of the chief differences, and 
not a critical examination of •them all, that is here proposed ; 
rny design being solely to assist the mind both in apprehending 
rightly, and in applying properly, the jDrinciples above laid 
down. In this respect, the present discussion will serve to ex- 
emplify and illusfrate those principles. Under these five parti- 
culars, therefore, the speaker, the hearers or persons addressed, 
the subject, the occasion, and the end in view, or the effect 
intended to be produced by the discourse, I shall arrange, for 
order’s sake, the remarks I intend to lay before the reader. 

Section I . — In regard io the Speaker, 

The first consideration is that of the character to be sustained 
by the speaker. It was remarked in general, in the preceding 
chapter, that for promoting the success of the orator, (whatever 
be the kind of public spealiing in which he Is concerned,) It is 
a matter of some consequence that, in the opinion of those 
whom he addresseth, he is both a wise and a good man. But 
though this in some measure holds universally, nothing is more 
certain than that the degree of consequence w^hich lies in their 
opinion, is exceedingly diflPeretit in the different kinds. In each 
it depends chiefly on two circumstances, the nature of his pro- 
fession as a public speaker, and the character of those to whom 
his discourses are addressed. 

As to the first, arising from the nature of the profession, it 
will not admit* a question, that the preacher hath in this respect 
the most difficult task; Inasmuch as he hath a character to sup- 
port, which is much more easily injured than that either of the 
senator, or the speaker at the bar. No doubt the reputation of 
capacity, experience in affairs, and as much integrity as is 
thought attainable by those called men of the world,^ will add 
^cight to the words of the senator; that of skilhiii his profes- 
sion, and fidelity in his representation, will serve to recommend 
what is spoken by the lawyer at the bar ; but if these charac- 
ters in general remain unimpeached, the public will be suffi- 
ciently it^ulgent to both in eveiy other respect. On the con- 
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trary, there is little or no indulgence, in regard to his own fail- 
ings, to be expected by the man who is professedly assort of 
authorized censor, who hath it in charge to mark and repre- 
hend the faults of others. And even in the execution of this 
so ticklish a part of his office, the least excess on either hand 
exposeth lihn to censure and dislike. Too much lenity is enough 
to stigmatize him as lukewarm in the cause of virtile, and too 
much severity as a stranger to the spirit of the gospel. 

But let us consider more directly what is implied m the cha- 
racter, that we may better judge of the effect it will have on the 
expectations and demands of the people, and consequently on 
his public teaching. First, then, it is a character of some 
authority, as it is of one educated for a purpose so Important 
as that of a teacher of religion. This authority, however, from 
the nature of the function, must be tempered with moderation, 
candour, and benevolence. The preacher of the gosj^cl, as the 
very terms import, is the minister of grace, the herald of divine 
mercy to ignorant, sinful, and erring men. The magistrate, on 
the contrary, (under which term may be included secular mdges 
and counsellors of every denomination,) is the minister of divine 
justice and of wrath. He heareth not the sword in vain,^ lie 
is on the part of heaven the avenger of the society with whose 
protection he is intrusted, against all who invade Its rights. 
The first operates chiefly on our love, the second on our fear. 
Minister of religion^ like angel of God, is a name that ought to 
convey the idea of something endearing and attractive; whereas 
the title minister of justice invariably suggests the notion of 
something awful and unrelenting. In the former, even his in- 
dignation against sin ought to be surmounted by his pity of the 
condition, and concern for the recovery, of the sinner. Though 
firm in declaring the will of God, though steady in maintaining 
the cause of truth, yet mild in his addresses to the people, con- 
descending to the weak, using ilither entreaty than command, 
beseeching them by the lowliness and gentleness of Christ, know- 
ing that ‘Hhe servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle 
to all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves.”^ He must be grave without morose- 
ness, cheerful without levity. And even in setting before his 
people the terrors of the Lord, affection ought manifestly to pre- 
dominate in the warning which he is compelled to give. From 
these few hints it plainly appears, that there is a certain deli- 
cacy in the character of a preacher, which he is never at liberty 
totally to overlook, and to which, if there appear any thing in- 
congruous, either in his conduct or in his public perfornaanees, 
it will never fail to injure their effect. On the contrary, it is 
well known, that as, in the other professions, the speaker’s pri- 

i Romans xiii. 4. « 2 Tipi. ii. 24, 25. 
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vatc life is but very little minded, so there arc many things 
which, though they would be accounted nowise unsuitable from 
the bar or in the senate, would be deemed altogiether unbefitting 
the pulpit. 

It ought not to be overlooked, on the other hand, that there 
is one peculiarity in the lawyer’s professional character, which 
is unfavourable to conviction, and consequently gives him some 
disadvantage both of the senator and the preacher. We know 
that he must defend his client, and argue on the side on which 
he is retained. We knowfjso that a trifling and accidental cir- 
cumstance, which nowise affects the merit of the cause, such as 
a prior application from the adverse party, would probably have 
made him employ the same acuteness, and display the same 
fervour, on the opposite side, of the question. This circum- 
st.irice, though not considered as a fault in the cliaracter of the 
man, but a natural, because an ordinary, consequent of the 
office, cannot fail, when reflected on, to make us shyer of yield- 
ing our assent. It removes entirely what was observed in the 
preceding chapter to be of great moment, our belief of the 
speaker’s sincerity. This belief can hardly be rendered com- 
patible with the knowledge that both truth and right are so 
commonly and avowedly sacrificed to interest. I acknowledge 
that an uncommon share of eloquence will carry off the minds 
of most people from attending to this circumstance, or at least 
from paying any regard to it. Yet Antony is represented by 
Cicero,^ as thinking the advocate’s reputation so delicate, that 
the practice of amusing himself in philosophical disputations 
with his friends is sufficient to hurt it, and consequently to 
affect the credibility of his pleadings. Surely the barefaced 
prostitution of his talents, (and in spite of his commonness, 
what else can we call it ?) in supporting indifferently, as pecu- 
niaiy considerations determine him, truth or falsehood, justice 
or injustice, must have a still worse effect on the opinion of his 
hearers. 

It was affirmed that the consequence of the speaker’s own 
character, in furthering or hindering his success, depends iii 
some measure on the character of those whom he addresseth. 
Here indeed it will be found, on inquiry, that the preacher 
labours under a manifest disadvantage. Most congregations 
of that kind, as will appear from the article immediately 
succeeding, which, agreeably to an observation made in the 
former chapter, very much considers who speaks; those 
addressed from the bar, or in the senate, consider more what 
^8 spoken. * 

* De Orat. Lib 2. Ego ista studia non improbo, moderata modo sint. 
ypmionem ietorum studiorum, et suspicionein omnium artificii apud eos qui 

judicent, oratpri adversariam esse arbitror. Imminuit enim et oratoris 
auctoritatem, et orationis fidera. 
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Section II . — In regard to the Persons addressed. 

m 

The second particular mentioned as a ground of comparison, 
is the consideration of the character of the hearers, or more 
properly the persons addressed. The necessity which a speaker 
is under of suiting himself to bis audience, both that he may be 
understood by them, and that his words may have influence 
upon them, is a maxim so evident as to need neither proof nor 
illustration. 

Now, the first remark that claims our attention here is, that 
the more mixed the auditory is,«jthe greater is the difficulty of 
speaking to them with effect. I'hc reason is obvious — what will 
tend to favour your success with one, may tend to obstruct it 
with another. The more various therefore the individuals are, 
in respect of age, rank, fortune, education, prejudices, the more 
delicate must dc the art of preserving propriety in an address 
to the whole. The pleader has, in this respect, the simplest 
and the easiest task of all ; the judges, to whom his oration is 
addressed, being commonly men of the same rank, of similar 
education, and not differing greatly in respect of studies or 
attainments. The difference in these respects is much more 
considerable when he addresses the jury. A speaker in the 
house of peers hath not so mixed an auditory as one who 
harangues in the house of commons. And even here, as all the 
members may be supposed to have been educated as gentlenien, 
the audience is not nearly so promiscuous as were the popular 
assemblies of Athens and of Eome, to which their demagogues 
declaimed with so much vehemence, and so wonderful success. 
Yet, even of these, women, minors, and servants made no 
I)art. 

We may therefore justly reckon a Christian congregation in a 
populous and flourishing city, where there is a great variety in 
rank and education, to be of all audiences the most promiscuous. 
And though it is impossible that, in so mixed a multitude, every 
thin^ that is advanced by the speaker should, both in sentiment 
and in expression, be adapted to the apprehension of every in- 
dividual hearer, and fall in with his particular prepossessions, 
yet it may be expected, that wdiatever is advanced shall be 
within the reach of every class of hearers, and shall not un- 
necessarily shock the innocent prejudices of any. This is stillj 
however, to be understood with the exception of mere children, 
fobis, and a Jew others who, through the total neglect of 

g arents or guardians in their education, are grossly ignorant. 

ueb^ though in the audience, are not to be considered as con- 
stituting a part of it. But how great is the attention requisite 
in the speaker in such an assembly, that, whilst on the one 
hand he avoids, either in style or in setttimtmt, Soaring above 
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tlic capacity of the lower class, he may not, on the other, sink 
below the regard of the higher. To attain simplicity without 
flatness, delicacy without refinement, perspicuity without recur- 
ring to low idioms and similitudes, will require his utmost 
care. 

Another remark on this article that«deserves our notice is, 
that the leas improved in knowledge and discernment the hearers 
are, the easier it is for the speaker to work upon their passions, 
and by working on thQir passions, to obtain his end. This, it 
nuist be owned, appears, <vi the other hand, to give a consider- 
able advantage to tlie preacher, as in no congregation can the 
bulk of the people be regarded as on a footing, in point of im- 
provement, with either house of parliament, or with the judges 
ill a court of judicature. It is certain, that the more gross the 
hearers are, the more avowedly may you address yourself to 
tlieir passions, and the less occasion there is for argument; 
wlicreas, the more intelligent they are, the more covertly must 
you operate on their passions, and the more attentive must you 
be in regard to the justness, or at least the speciousness of your 
reasoning. Hence some have strangely concluded, that the 
only scope for eloquence is in haranguing the multitude ; that 
in gaining over to your purpose men of knowledge and breed- 
ing, the exertion of oratorical talents hath no Infiucnce. This 
is precisely as if one should argue, because a mob is much 
easier subdued than regular troops, there is no occasion for the 
art of war, nor is there a proper field for the exertion of military 
skill, unless when you are quelling an undisciplined rabble. 
Every body sees in this Qi|se, not only how absurd such a way 
of arguing would be, but that the very reverse ought to be the 
conclusion. The reason why people do not so quickly perceive 
the absurdity in the other case is, that they affix no distinct 
meaning to the word eloquence^ often denoting no more by that 
term than simply the power of moving the passions. But even 
in this improper acceptation, their notion is far from being just ; 
for wherever there are men, learned or ignorant, civilized or 
barbarous, there are passions ; and the greater the difficulty is 
in affecting these, the more art is requisite. The truth is, elo- 
quence, like every other art, proposeth the accomplishment of a 
certain end. Passion is for the most part but the means em- 
ployed for effecting the end, and therefore, like all other means, 
will no further be regarded in any case, than it can be rendered 
conduciWe to the end. 

Now the preacher’s advantage even here, in point of facility, 
at least in several situations, will not appear, o*h reflection, to 
be 80 great as on a superficial view it may be thought. Let it 
be observed, that in such congregations as were supposed, there 
is a inixture of superior and inferior ranks. It is therefore the 
business of the speaker, so far only to accommodate himself to 



104 


THE PHILOSOPHY 


[book I. 


one class, as not wantonly to disgust another. Besides, it will 
scarcely be denied that those in the superior walks of life, how- 
ever much by reading and conversation improved in all genteel 
accomplishments, often have as much need of religious instruc- 
tion and moral improvement,. as those who in every other par- 
ticular are acknowledgfed to be their inferiors. And doubtless 
the reformation of such will be allowed to be, in one respect, of 
greater importance, (and therefore never to be overlooked,) 
that in consequence of such an event, more good may redound 
to others, from the more extensive ki'rluence of their authority 
and example. 


Section III . — In regard to the Subject, 

The third particular mentioned was the subject of discourse. 
This may be considered in a twofold view ; first, as implying 
the topics of argument, motives, and principles, which are suited 
to each of the different kinds, and must be employed in order 
to produce the intended effect on the hearers ; secondly, as im- 
plying the person or things in whose favour, or to whose pre- 
judice, the speaker purposes to excite the passions of the 
audience, and thereby to influence their determinations. 

On the first of these articles, I acknowledge the preacher 
hath incomparably the advantage of every other public orator. 
At the bar, critical explications of dark and ambiguous statutes, 
quotations ofprecedents sometimes contradictory, and comments 
on jarring decisions and reports, often necessarily consume the 
gi*eat part of the speaker’s time. Hence the mixture of a sort of 
metaphysics and verbal criticism, employed by lawyers in their 
pleadings, hath come to be distinguished by the name chicane^ a 
species of reasoning too abstruse to command attention of any 
continuance even from the studious, and consequently not very 
favourable to the powers of rhetoric. When the argument doth 
not turn on the common law, or on nice and hypercritical expli- 
cations of the statute, but on the great principles of natural 
right and justice, as sometimes happens, particularly in criminal 
cases, the speaker is much more advantageously situated for 
exhibiting nis rhetorical talents than in the former case. 
When, in consequence of the imperfection of the evidence, the 
question happens to be more question of fact than either of 
municipal law or of' natural equity, the pleader hath more ad- 
vantages than jn the first case, and fewer than in the second. 

Again, in the deliberations in the senate, the utility or the 
disadvantages that will probably follow on a measure proposed, 
if it should receive the sanction of the legislature, constitute the 
principal topics of debate. This, thpugh it sometimes leads to 
a kind of reasoning rather too complex and involved for ordi- 
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nary apprehenslonjis in the main more favourable to the display 
of pathos, vehemence, and sublimity than the much greater 
part of the forensic causes can be said to be. That these 
qualities have been sometimes found in a very high degree in 
the orations pronounced in a British senate, is a fact incontro- 
vertible. • 

But beyond all question, the preacher’s subject of argument, 
considered in itself^ is infinitely more lofty and more aflFect- 
ing. The doctrines of religion are such as relate to God, the 
adorable Creator and Eulor of the world, his attributes, govern- 
ment, and law. What science to be compared with it in sub- 
limity ? It teaches also the oi;igin of man, his primitive dignity, 
the source of his degeneracy, the means of his recovery, the 
eternal happiness that awaits the good, and the future misery 
of the impenitent. Is there any kind of knowledge in which 
human creatures arc so deeply interested ? In a word, whether 
we consider the doctrines of religion or its documents, the ex- 
amples it holds forth to our imitation, or its motives, promises, 
and threat enings, we see on every hand a subject that gives 
scope for the exertion of all the highest powers of rhetoric. 
VVliat arc the sanctions of any human laws, compared witli the 
sanctions of the divine law, with which we are brought ac- 
quainted by the gospel ? Or where shall we find instructions, 
similitudes, and examples, that speak so directly to the heart, as 
the parables and other divine lessons of our blessed Lord ? 

In regard to the second thing which I took notice of as in- 
cluded under the general term subject^ namely the persons or 
things in whose favour, or to whose prejudice the speaker in- 
tends to excite the passions of the audience, and thereby to in- 
fluence their determinations, the other two have commonly the 
advantage of the preacher. The reason is, that his subject is 
generally things ; theirs, on the contrary, is persons. In what 
regards the painful passions, indignation, hatred, contempt, ab- 
horrence, this difference invariably obtains. The preacher’s 
business is solely to excite your detestation of the crime ; the 
pleader’s business is principally to make you detest the crimi- 
nal. The former paints vice to you in all its odious colours ; 
the latter paints the vicious. There is a degree of abstraction, 
and consequently a much greater degree of attention, requisite 
to enable us to form just conceptions of the ideas and senti- 
ments of the former ; whereas, those of the latter, referring to 
an actual, perhaps a living, present, and well-known subject, 
are much more level to common capacity, and therefore not 
only are more easily apprehended by the understanding, but 
take a stronger hold of the imagination. It would have been 
inipossible even for Cicero to inflame the minds of the people 
to so high a pitch against oppression^ considered in the abstract, 
as he actually did mflame them against Verres the oppressor; 
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nor conld he have Incensed them so much against treason and 
conspiracy^ as he did incense them against Catiline the traitor 
and conspirator. The like may be observed of the effects of 
his orations against Antony, and in a thousand other instances. 

Though the occasions in this way are more frequent at the 
bar, yet, as the deliberjTtions in the senate often proceed on the 
reputation and past conduct of individuals, there is commonly 
here also a much better handle for rousing the passions than 
that enjoyed by the preacher. How much advantage Demo- 
sthenes drew from the known characfter and insidious arts of 
Philip king of Macedon, for influencing the resolves of the 
Athenians, and other Grecian stages, those wh6 are acquainted 
with the Philippics of the orator, and the history of that period, 
wilFbe very sensible. In what concerns the pleasing affections, 
the preacher may sometimes, not often, avail himself of real 
human characters, as in funeral sermons, and in discourses on 
the patterns of virtue given us by our Saviour, and by those 
saints of whom we have the history in the sacred code. But 
such examples are comparatively few. 


Section IV . — Li regard to the Occasion. 

The fourth circumstance mentioned as a ground of compari- 
son, is the particular occasion of speaking. And in this I think 
it evident, that both the pleader and the senator have the ad- 
vantage of the preacher. When any important cause comes to 
be tried before a civil judicatory, or when any important ques- 
tion comes to be agitated in cither house of parliament, as the 
point to be discussed hath generally for some time before been 
a topic of conversation in most companies, perhaps throughout 
the kingdom, (which of itself is sufficient to give consequence 
to any thing,) people are apprized beforehand of the particular 
day fixed for the discussion. Accordingly, they come prepared 
with some knowledge of the case, a persuasion of its import- 
ance, and a curiosity which sharpens their attention, and assists 
both their understanding and their memory. 

Men go to church without any of these advantages. The 
subject of the sermon is not known to the congregation, till the 
minister announce it just as he begins, by reading the text. 
Now, from our experience of human nature, we may be sensi- 
ble that whatever be the comparative importance of the things 
themselves, the generality of men cannot here be wrought up? 
in an instant, to the like anxious curiosity about what is to be 
said, nor can be so well prepared for hearing it.. It may indeed 
be urged, in regard to those subjects which come regularly to 
be discussed at stated times, as on public festivals, as well as 
in regard to assize-sermons, charity-sermons> and other coca- 
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sional discourses, that these must be admitted as exceptions. 
Perhaps in some degree they are, but not altogether : for first, 
the precise point to be argued, or proposition to be evinced, is 
very rarely known. The most that we can say is, that the sub- 
ject will have a relation (sometimes remote enough) to such an 
article of faith, or to the obligations wt3 lie under to the prac- 
tice of such a duty. But further, if the topic were ever so 
well known, the frequent recurrence of such occasions, once 
a year at least, hath long familiarized us to them, and, by de- 
stroying their novelty, }*%th abated exceedingly of that ardour 
which ariseth in the mind for hearing a discussion, conceived 
to be of importance, which ope never had access to hear before, 
and probably never will have access to hear again. 

1 shall here take notice ♦of another circumstance, which, 
Av thout great stretch, may be classed under this article, and 
which likewise gives some advantage to the counsellor and the 
senator. It is the opposition and contradiction which they 
expect to meet with. Opponents sharpen one another, as iron 
sharpeneth Iron. There is not the same spur eitlier to exertion 
in the speaker, or to attention in the hearer, where there is no 
conflict, where you have no adversary to encounter with equal 
terms. Mr. Bickerstaft’ would have made but small progress 
In the science of defence, by pushing at the human figure which 
he had chalked upon the wall,'* in comparison of what he might 
liave made by the help of a fellow combatant of flesh and 
blood. I do not, however, pretend that these cases are entirely 
parallel. The whole of an adversary’s plea may be perfectly 
known, and may, to the satisfaction of every reasonable person, 
be perfectly confuted, though he hath not been heard by the 
counsel at the bar. 


Section V . — In regard to the End in view. 

The fifth and last particular mentioned, and indeed the most 
important of them all, is the effect in each species intended to 
be produced. The primary intention of preaching is the refor- 
mation of mankind. The grace of God, that bringeth salva- 
tion, hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world.”® Reformation of life and 
manners- — of all things that which is the most difficult by any 
means whatever to effectuate; I may add, o^ all tasks ever 
attempted by persuasion, that which has the most frequently 
baffled its power. 

What is the task of any other orator compared with this? 

* Tatl^r. 


i Tit. ii. II, 12. 
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It is really as no tiling at all, and hardly deserves to be named. 
An unjust judge, gradually worked on by the resistless force of 
human eloquence, may be persuaded, against his inclination, 
perhaps against a previous resolution, to pronounce an equitable 
sentence. All the effect on him, intended by the pleader, was 
merely momentary. The orator hath had the address to em- 
ploy the time allowed him in such a manner as to secure the 
happy moment. Notwithstanding this, there may be no real 
change wrought upon the judge. He may continue the same 
obdurate wretch he was before. Nayy»if the sentence had been 
delayed but a single day after hearing the cause, he would per- 
haps have given a very different award. 

Is it to be wondered at, that \vhen the passions of the peo- 
ple were agitated by the persuasiife powers of a Demosthenes, 
whilst the thunder of his eloquence was yet sounding in their 
ears, the orator should be absolute master of their resolves ? 
But an apostle or evangelist (for there is no anachronism in 
a bare supposition) might have thus addressed the celebrated 
Athenian, You do, indeed, succeed to admiration, and the 
address and genius which you display in speaking justly entitle 
you to our praise. But however great the consequences may 
be of the measures to which, by your eloquence, they are de- 
termined, the chaise produced in the people is nothing, or 
next to nothing. If you would be ascertained of the truth of 
this, allow the assembly to disperse immediately after hearing 
you ; give them time to cool, and then collect their votes, and it 
IS a thousand to one you shall find that the charm is dissolved.’’ 

But very different is the purpose of the Christian orator. It 
is not a momentary, but a permanent effect at w’hich he aims. 
It is not an immediate and favourable suffrage, but a thorough 
change of heart and disposition, that will satisfy his view. 
That man would need to be possessed of oratory superior to 
human, who would effectually persuade him that stole to steal 
no more, the sensualist to forego his pleasures, and the miser 
his hoards, the insolent and haughty to become meek and hum- 
ble, the vindictive forgiving, the cruel and unfeeling merciful 
and humane. 

I may add to these considerations, that the difficulty lies not 
only in the permanency, but in the very nature of the change 
to oe effected. It is wonderful, but it is too well vouched to 
admit of a doubt, that by the powers of rhetoric you may pro- 
duce in mankind almost any change more easily than this. It is 
not unprecedented that one should persuade a multitude, from 
mistaken motivfes of religion, to act the part of ruffians, fools, or 
madiUen ; to perpetrate the most extravagant, nay, the most 
flagitious actions ; to steel their hearts against humanity, and 
the loudest calls of affection ; but where is the eloquence that 
will gain such an ascendant over a multitude, as to piersuafle 
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them, for the love of God, to be wise, and just, and good? 
Happy the preacher whose sermons, by the blessing of Heaven, 
have been instrumental in producing even a few such instances ! 
Do but look into the annals of church history, and you will soon 
be convinced of the surprising difference there is in the two 
cases mentioned — the amazing facility qf the one, and the almost 
impossibility of the other. 

As to the foolish or mad extravagances, hurtful only to them- 
selves, to which numbers may be excited by the powers of per- 
suasion, the history of tjie flagellants, and even the history of 
monacliisni, afford many unquestionable examples. But what 
is much worse, at one time you see Europe nearly depopulated 
at the persuasion of a fanatical monk, its inhabitants rushing 
armed into Asia, in order to fight for Jesus Christ, as they 
termed It, but as it proved in fact, to disgrace, as far as lay in 
them, the name of Christ and of Christian amongst infidels ; to 
butcher those who never injured them, and to whose lands they 
had at least no better title than those whom they intended, by all 
possible means, to dispossess ; and to give the world a melancholy 
proof, that there is no pitch of brutality and rapacity to which 
the passions of avarice and ambition, consecrated and inflamed 
by religious enthusiasm, will not drive mankind. At another 
time you see multitudes, by the like methods, worked up into a 
fury against innocent countrymen, neighbours, friends, and kins- 
men, glorying in being most active in cutting the throats of 
those who were formerly held dear to them. 

Such were the crusades preached up but too effectually, first 
against the Mahometans in the East, and next against Chris- 
tians whom they called heretics, in the heart of Europe. And 
even in our own time, have we not seen new factions raised by 
popular declaimers, whose only merit was impudence, whose 
only engine of influence was calumny and self-praise, whose 
only moral lesson was malevolence? As to the dogmas whereby 
such have at any time affected to discriminate themselves, these 
are commonly no other than the shibbolethy the watchword of 
the party, worn, for distinction’s sake, as a badge, a jargon uUy 
intelligible alike to the teacher and to the learner. apos- 

tles never fail to make proselytes. F or who would not purchase 
heaven at so cheap rate ? There is nothing that people can 
more easily afford. It is only to think very well of tneir leader 
and of themselves, to think very ill of their neighbour, to 
calumniate him freely, and to hate him heartiljr, 

I am sensible that some will imagirtfethat this accbuiit itself 
throws an insuperable obstacle in oulS^ay, as from If^oJae will 
naturally infer, that oratory must be one of the most dangerous 
things in the world, and much more capable of dqmgj ill than 
good. It needs but some reflection p^ake this mighty ob- 
stacle entirely vapish.— Very little ekSi^^ce is necessai^ for 
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E ersuading people to a conduct to which their own depravity 
ath previously given them a bias. How soothing is it to them 
not only to have their minds made easy under the indulged 
malignity of their disposition, but to have that very malignity 
sanctified with a good name ! So little of the oratorical talent 
is required here, that thqse who court popular applause, and look 
upon it as the pinnacle of human glory to be blindly followed 
by the multitude, commonly recur to defarhation, especially of 
superiors and brethren, not so much for a subject on which they 
may display their eloquence, as for a succedaneuin to supply 
their want of eloquence, a succedan'eum which never yet was 
found to fail. I knew a preacher who, from this expedient 
alone, from being long the aversion of the populace, on account 
of his dulness, awkwardness, and coldness, all of a sudden be- 
came their idol. Little force is necessary to push down heavy 
bodies placed on the verge of a declivity, but much force is 
requisite to stop them in their progress, and push them up. 

If a man should say, that because the first is more frequently 
effected than the last, it is the best trial of strength, and the 
only suitable use to which it can be applied, we should at least 
not think him remarkable for distinctness in his ideas. Popu- 
larity alone, therefore, is no test at all of the eloquence of the 
speaker, no more than velocity alone would be of‘ the force of 
the external impulse originally given to the body moving. As 
in this the direction of the body, and other circumstances, must 
be taken into the account ; so in that, you must consider the 
tendency of the teaching, whether it favours or opposes the 
vices of the hearers. To head a sect, to infuse party-spirit, to 
make men arrogant, uncharitable, and malevolent, is the easiest 
task imaginable, and to which almost any blockhead is fully 
equal. But to produce the contrary effect, to subdue the spirit 
of faction, and that monster spiritual pride, with which it is 
ifivariably accompanied, to inspire equity, moderation, and 
charity into men’s sentiments and conduct with regard to others, 
is the genuine test of eloquence. Here its triumph is truly 
glorious, and in its application to this end lies its great utility : 

The gates of hell are open night and day ; 

Smooth the descent, and easy is the way : 

But to return and view the cheerful skies, 

In this the task and mighty labour lies.® 

Now in regard to the comparison, from which I fear I shall 
be tbdught to have digressed, between the forensic and sena- 

^ Facilis descensus Averni ; 

IJoctes atque dies patet atri janua Ditis : 

Sed revocare gradum, superasquo evadere ad auras, . 

BUc labor, boo opus est. ViRO. Ma* lib vi.' 
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torian eloquence, and that of the pulpit, I must not omit to ob- 
serve, that in what I say of the difference of the effect to be 
produced by the last mentioned species, I am to be understood 
as speaking of the effect Intended by preaching in general, and 
even of that which, in whole or in part, is, or ought to be, 
either more immediately or more remotely, the scope of all 
discourses proceeding from the pulpit. I am, at the same 
time, sensible that in some of these, beside the ultimate view, 
there is an immediate and outward effect which the sermon is 
intended to produce. This is the case particularly in charity- 
sermons, and perhaps some other occasional discourses. Now 
of these few, in respect of such immediate purpose, we must 
admit, that they bear a preUy close analogy to the pleadings 
of the advocate, and the orations of the senator. 

Upon the whole of the comparison I have stated, it appears 
manifest that, in most of the particulars above enumerated, 
the j)reacher labours under a very great disadvantage. He 
liath himself a more delicate part to perform than either the 
pleader or the senator, and a character to maintain which is 
much more easily injured. The auditors, though rarely so ac- 
complished as to require the same accuracy of composition, or 
acuteness of reasoning, as may be expected in the other two, 
are more various in age, rank, taste, inclinations, sentiments, 
prejudices, to which he must accommodate himself. And if he 
derives some advantages from the richness, the variety, and the 
nobleness of the principles, motives, and arguments with which 
his subject furnishes him, he derives also some inconveniences 
from this circumstance, that almost the only engine by which 
he can operate on the passions of his hearers, is tJic exjjibition 
of abstract qualities, virtues, and vices, whereas that chiefly 
employed by other orators is the exhibition of real persons, 
the virtuous and the vicious. Nor are the occasions of his ad- 
dresses to the people equally fitted with those of the senator 
and of the pleader for exciting their curiosity and riveting 
their attention. And, finally, the task assigned him, the effect 
which he ought ever to have in view, is so great, so important, 
so durable, as seems to bid defiance to the strongest eftbrts of 
oratorical genius. 

Nothing is more common than for people, I suppose without 
reflecting, to express their wonder that there is so little elo- 
quence amongst our preachers, and that so little success attends 
their preaching. As to the last, their success, it is a matter 
Bot to be ascertained with so much precision as some appear 
fondly to imagine. The evil jprevented, as well as the good 
promoted, ou^t here, in all justice, to come into the reckoning. 
And what that may be, it is impossible in any supposed cir- 
cumstances to determine. As to the first, their eloquence, I 
acknowledge that for my own part, considering how rare the 
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talent is among men In general, considering all the disadvan- 
tages preachers labour under, not only those above enumerated, 
but others, arising from their different situations, particularly 
considering the frequent of this exercise, together with the 
other duties of their office, to which the fixed pastors are 
obliged, I have been for a long time more disposed to wonder, 
that we hear so many instructive and even eloquent sermons, 
than that we hear so few. 


CHAPTER XT. 

Of the cause of that 'pleasure icklch ice receive from ohjects or 
representations that excite pity and other painful feelings. 

« 

It hath been observed already,^ that without some gratifica- 
tion in hearing, the attention must inevitably flag. And it is 
^manifest from experience that nothing tends more effectually 
to prevent this consequence, and keep our attention alive and 
vigorous, than the pathetic, which consists chiefly in exhibitions 
of human misery. Yet that such exhibitions should so highly 
gratify us, appears somewhat mysterious. Every body is sen- 
sible, that of all qualities in a work of genius, this is that which 
endears it most to the generality of readers. One would ima- 
gine, on the first mention of this, that it were impossible 
to account for it otherwise than from an innate principle of 
^liee, which teacheth us to extract delight to ourselves from 
the sufferings of others, and as it were to enjoy their calamities. 
A very little reflection, however, would suffice for correcting 
this error ; nay, without any reflection, we may truly say, that the 
common sense of mankind prevents them effectually from falling 
into it. Bad as we are, and prone as we are to be hurried into 
the worst of passions by self-love, partiality, and pride, malice 
is a disposition which, either in the abstract, or as it discovers 
itself in the actions of an indifferent person, we can never con- 
template without feeling a jtist detestation and abhorrence, 
bein^ ready to pronounce it the ugliest of obj^ts. Yet this 
sentiment is nqt more universal than is the approbation and 
even love that we bestow on the tender-hearted, or those who 
are most exquisitely susceptible of all the influence of the 
pathetic. Nor are there any Jwo dispositions of whiqh human 

7 Chapter iv. 
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nature is capable, that have ever been considered as further re- 
moved from each other, than the malicious and the compassion- 
ate are. The ftict itself, that the mind derives pleasure from 
representations of anguish, is undeniable : the question about 
the cause is curious, and hath a manifest relation to my sub- 
ject. 

I purposed, indeed, at first, to discuss* this point in that part 
of the sixth chapter which relates to the means of operating on 
the passions, with which the present inquiry is intimately con- 
nected. Finding afterwards that the discussion would prove 
rather too long an interruption, and that the other points 
which came naturally to be treated in that place could be ex- 
plained with sufficient clearness Independently of this, I judged 
it better to reserve this question for a separate chapter. Va- 
rious hypotheses have been devised by the ingenious, in order 
to solve the difficulty. These I shall first briefly examine, and 
then lay before the reader what appears to me to be the 
true solution. Of all that have entered into the sulbject, those 
who seem most to merit our regard arc two French critics and 
one of our own country. 


Section I. — The different solutions hitherto given by 
philosophers examined. 


Part I . — The first hypothesis, 

Abb4 du Bos begins his excellent reflections on poetry and 
painting, with that very question which is the subject of this 
chapter, and in answer to it supports at some length® a theorj^ 
the substance of which I shall endeavour to comprise in a few 
words. Few things, according to him, are more disagreeable 
to the mind, than that listlessness into which it falls, when it 
has nothing to occupy it, or to awake the passions. In order 
to get rid of this most painful situation, it seeks with avidity 
every amusement and pursuit; business, gaming, news, shows, 
public executions, romances; in short, whatever will rouse the 
passions, and take off the mind’s attention from itself. It mat- 
ters not what the emotion be, only the stronger it is, so Inuch 
the better. And for this reason, those passions which, consi- 
dered in themselves, are the most afflicting an<]^ disagreeable, 
preferable to the pleasant, inasmuch as they most effectually 
relieve the soul from that oppressive languor which preys upon 


® Reflexions critiques sur la Poesie et sur la Peinture, Sect. i. ii. iii. 

I 
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it ia a state of inactivity. They afford it ample occupation, 
and, by giving play to its latent movements and springs of 
action, convey a pleasure which more than counterbalances the 
pain. 

I admit, with Mr. Ilume,''^ that there is some weight in these 
observations, which may sufficiently account for the pleasure 
taken in gaming, hunting, and several other diversions and 
sports. But they are not quite satisfactory, as they do not as- 
sign a sufficient reason why poets, painters, and orators, exer- 
cise themselves more in actuating the painful passions, than in 
exciting the pleasant. These, one would think, ought in every 
respect to have the advantage, because, at the same time tliat 
they preserve the mind from a state of inaction, they convey a 
feefing that is allowed to be agreeable. And though it were 
granted, that passions of the former kind arc stronger than 
those of the latter (which doth not liold invariably, there being 
perhaps more examples of persons who have been killed with joy, 
than those who have died of grief), strength alone will not ac- 
count for the preference. It by no means holds here, that the 
stronger the emotion is, so much the fitter for this purpose. . 
On the contrary, if you exceed but ever so little a certain mea- 
sure, instead of that sympathetic d^ightful sorrow, which 
^ makes affliction itself wear a lovely aspect, and engages the 
mind to hug it, not only with tenderness, but with transport, 
you only excite horror and aversion. ^^It is certain,’’ says the 
author last quoted, very justly,^ ‘Hhat the same object of dis- 
tress which pleases In a tragedy, were It really set before us, 
would give the most unfeigned uneasiness, though it be then the 
most effectual cure of languor and indolence.” And it is more 
than barely possible, eveninthe representations of the tragedian, 
or in the descriptions of the orator or the poet, to exceed that 
measure. I acknowledge, indeed, that this measure or degree is 
not the same to every temper. Some arc much sooner shocked 
with mournful representations than others. Our mental, like 
our bodily appetites and capacities, are exceedingly various. It 
is, hovrever, the business of both the speaker and the writer, 
to accommodate himself to what may be styled the common 
standard; for there is a common standard, in what regards the 
faculties of the mind, as well as in what concerns the powers of 
the body. Now, if there be any quality in the afflictive passions, 
besides their strength, that renders them peculiarly adapted to 
rescue the mind from that torpid but corrosive rest which is 
considered as the greatest of evils, that quality ought to have 
been pointed mi : for tUl then the phenomenon under exami- 
nation is not accounted for. The most that can be concluded 

UWd. 
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from the Abba’s premises is the utility of exciting passion of 
some kind or other, but nothing that can evince the superior 
fitness of the distressful affections. 


Part II,— The second hypothesis. 

The next hypothesis is Fontenclle’s.^ Not having the ori- 
ginal at hand at present, I shall give Mr. Hume’s translation 
of the passage, in his ^ Essay on Tragedy above guoted. 

Pleasure and pain, whwh are two sentiments so different 
in themselves, differ not so much in their cause. From the 
instance of tickling it appear^ that the movement of pleasure, 
pushed a little too far, becomes pain ; and that the movement 
of pain, a little moderated, becomes pleasure. Hence it pro- 
ceeds, that there is such a thing as a sorrow soft and agreeable. 
It is a pain weakened and diminished. The heart likes natu- 
rally to be moved and affected. Melancholy objects suit it, 
and even disastrous and sorrowful, provided they are softened 
by some circumstance. It is certain that, on the theatre, the 
representation has ahnost the effect of reality ; but yet it has 
not altogether that effect. However we may be hurried away 
by the spectacle, whatever dominion the senses and imagination 
may usurp over the reason, there still lurks at the bottom a cer- 
tain idea of falsehood in the whole of what we see. This idea, 
though weak and disguised, suffices to diminish the pain which 
we suffer from the misfortunes of those whom we love, and to re- 
duce that affliction to such a pitch as converts it into a pleasure. 
We weep for the misfortunes of a hero to whom we are attach- 
ed. In the same instant we comfort ourselves by reflecting 
that it is nothing but a fiction : and it is precisely that mixture 
of sentiments \raich composes an agreeable sorrow, and tears 
that delight us. But as that affliction which is caused by 
exterior and sensible objects is stronger than the consola- 
tion which arises from an internal reflection, they are the 
, effects and symptoms of sorrow which ought to prevail in 
the composition.’’ 

I cannot affirm that this solution appears to me so just and 
convincing as it seems it did to Mr. Hume. If this English 
version, like a faithftil mirror, reflect the true image of the 
French orimnal, I think the author in some degree chargeable 
with what In that language is emphatically enough styl^ ver- 
biage^ a manner of writing very common with those of his na- 
tion, and with their imitators in ours. The only truth that I 
can discover jn his hypothesis, lies in one small circumstance, 
which is so fiir from being applicable to the whole case under 


^ Eeflexions sur la Poeiiquo, Sect. xxxvL 
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consideration, that it can properly be applied but to a very few 
particular instances, and is therefore no solution at all. That 
there arc at least many cases to which it cannot be applied, 
the author last mentioned declares himself to be perfectly 
sensible. 

But let us examine ^he passage more narrowly. He begins 
with laying it down as a general principle, that however different 
the fecUngs of pleasure and of pain are in themselves, they differ 
not much in their cause ; that the movement of pleasure pushed 
a little too far becomes pain ; and that the movement of pain a 
little moderated becomes pleasure. *’t"or an illustration of this 
he gives an example in tickling. I will admit that there are 
several other similar instances, in** which the observation to ap- 
pearance holds. The warmth received from sitting near the 
fire, by one who hath been almdst chilled with cold, is very 
pleasing; yet you may increase this warmth, first to a dis- 
agreeable heat, and then to burning, which is one of the 
greatest torments. It is nevertheless extremely hazardous, on 
a few instances, and those not perfectly parallel to the case in 
hand, to found a general theory. Let us make the experiment, 
how the application of this doctrine to the passions of the mind 
will answer. And for our greater security against mistake, let 
us begin with the simplest cases in the direct, and not in the 
reflex or sympathetic passions, in which hardly ever any feeling 
or affection comes alone. A merchant loscth all his fortune 
by a shipwreck, and is reduced at one stroke from opulence to 
indigence. His grief, we may suppose, will be very violent. If 
he had lost half his stock only, it is natural to think he would 
have borne the loss more easily, though still he would have 
been affected ; perhaps the loss of fifty pounds he would have 
scarcely felt : but I should be glad to know how much the 
movement or passion must be moderated ; or, in other words, 
as the difference ariseth solely from the different degrees of the 
cause, how small the loss must be when the sentiment of feeling 
■of it begins to be converted into a real pleasure : for to me it 
doth not appear natural that any the most trifling loss, were 
it of a single shilling, should be the subject of positive delight. 

But to try another instance, a gross and public insult com- 
monly provokes a very high degree of resentment, and gives a 
most pungent vexation to a person of sensibility. I would 
gladly know whether a smaller affront, or some slight instance 
of neglect or contempt, givel such a person any pleasure. Try 
the experiment also on friendship and hatred, and you will find 
the same succ^s. As the warmest firiendsbip is highly agree- 
able to the mind, the slightest liking is also agreeable, though 
in a less de^ee. Perfect hatred is a kind of torture to the 
breast that harbours it, which will not be found capable of 
being mitigated into pleasure ; {pt there is no degree of ill-will 
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without pain. The gradation in the cause and in the effect are 
entirely correspondent. 

Nor can any just conclusion be drawn from the affections of 
the body, as in these the consequence is often solely imputable 
to a certain proportion of strength, in the cause that operates, 
to the present disposition of the organs! But though I cannot 
find that in any uncompounded passion the most remote degrees 
are productive of such contrary effects, I do not deny that when 
different passions are blended, some of them pleasing and some 
painful, the pleasure or the pain of those which predominate 
may, through the wonderful mechanism^ of our mental frame, 
be considerably augmented hy the mixture. 

The only truth which, as I hinted already, I can discover in 
the preceding hypothesis, is^ that the mind in certain cases 
avails itself of the notion of falsehood, in order to prevent the 
representation or narrative from producing too strong an effect 
upon the imagination, and consequently to relieve itself from 
such an excess of passion as could not otherwise fail to be 
painful. But let it be observed, that this notion is not a 
necessary concomitant of the pleasure that results from pity 
and other such affections, but is merely accidental. It was 
remarked above, that if the pathetic exceeds a certain measure, 
from being very pleasant it becomes very painful. Then the 
mind recurs to every expedient, and to disbelief amongst others, 
by which it may be enabled to disburden itself of what dis- 
tresseth it. And, indeed, whenever this recourse is had by any, 
it is a sure indication that, with regard to such, the poet, orator, 
or historian hath exceeded the proper measure. 

But that this only holds when we are too deeply Interested 
by the sympathetic sorrow, will' appear from the following con- 
siderations : first, from the great pains often taken by writers 
(whose design is certainly not to shock, but to please their 
readers) to make the most moving stories they relate be firmly 
believed ; secondly, from the tendency, nay fondness, of the 
generality of mankind to believe what moves them, and their 
averseness to be convinced that it is a fiction. This can result 
only from the consciousness that, in ordinary cases, disbelief, 
by weakening their pity, would diminish, instead of increasing, 
their pleasure. They must be very far then from entertaining 
Fontenelle’s notion, that it is necessary to the producing of that 
pleasure ; for we cannot well suspect them of a plot against 
their own enjoyment. Thirdly, and lastly, from the delight 
which we take in reading or hearing the most tragical narra- 

J The word mechanism, applied to the mind, ought not reasonably to ^ve 
offence to any. I only use the term metaphorically, for those effects in the 
Operation of the mental faculties produced in consequence of such fixed laws 
as are independent of the will. It hath here therefore no reference to the 
doctrine of the materialist, a system which, in my opinion, is not only 

'int enable, but absurdi 
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tions of orators and historians, of the reality of which we enter- 
tain no doubt ; I might add, in revolving in our own minds, 
and in relating to others, disastrous incidents which have fallen 
within the compass of our own knowledge, and as to which, 
consequently, we have an absolute assurance of the fact. 

# 

Paet III . — The third hypothesis. 

The third hypothesis which I shall produce on this subject, 
is Mr. Hume’s. Only it ought to. Jbe remarked previously, 
that he doth not propose it as a full solution of the question, 
but rather as a supplement to the former two, in the doctrine 
of both which he, m a great measure, acquiesces. Take his 
theory in his own words. He begins with putting the question, 
What is it, then, which, in this case,” that is, when the sorrow 
is not softened by fiction, raises Of pleasure from the bosom 
of uneasiness, so to speak ; and a pleasure which still I'ctains 
all the features and outward symptoms of distress and sorrow 
I answer : This extraordinary effect proceeds from that Very 
eloquence with which the melancholy scene is represented. 
The genius required to paint objects in a lively manner, the art 
employed in collecting all the pathetic circumstances, the judg- 
ment displayed in disposing them ; the exorcise, I say, of these 
noble talents, together with the force of expression, and beauty 
of oratorlal numbers, diffuse the highest satisfaction on the 
audience, and excite the most delightful movements. By this 
means, the uneasiness of the melancholy passions is not only 
overpowered and effaced by something stronger of an opposite 
kind, but the whole movement of those passions is converted 
into pleasure, and swells the delight which the eloquence raises 
in us. The same force of oratory, employed on an uninteresting 
subject, would not please half so much, or rather would appear 
altogether ridiculous ; and the mind, being left in absolute calm- 
ness and indifference, would relish none of those beauties of 
imagination or expression which, if joined to passion, give it 
such exquisite entertainment. The impulse or vehemence 
arising from sorrow, compassion, indignation, receives a new 
direction from the sentiments of beauty. The latter, being the 
predominant emotion, seize the whole mind, and convert the 
former into themselves, or at least tincture them so strougly? 
as totally to alter their nature : and the soul being, at the same 
time, roused by passion and charmed by eloquence, feels on 
the whole a strong movement which is altogether delightfuh’' 

I am sorry lo say, but truth compels me to acknowledge? 
that I have reaped no more satisfaction from this account of 
the matter, than from those which preceded it. I could have 
wished, indeed, that the author had been a little more explicit 
in his manner of expressing himself ; for I am not certain that 
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I perfectly comprehend his meaning. At one time he seems 
only to intend to say, that it is the purpose of eloquence, to the 
promoting of which its tropes and figures are wonderfully 
adapted, to infuse into the mind of the hearer such compassion, 
sorrow, indignation, and other passions, as are, notwithstanding 
their original character, when abstractly considered, accompa- 
nied with pleasure. At another time it appears rather his 
design to vsignify, though he doth not plainly speak it out, that 
the discovery made by the hearer, of the admirable art and 
ingenuity of the speaker^ /ind of the elegance and harmony of 
what is spoken, gives that peculiar pleasure to the mind which 
makes even the painful passions become delightful. 

If the first of these be all that he intended to affirm, he hath 
told us indeed a certain truth, but nothing new or uncommon ; 
xhiy more, he hath told us nothing that can serve in the smallest 
degree for a solution of th^ difficulty. Who ever doubted, that 
it is the design and work of eloquence to move the passions, 
and to please ? The question which this naturally gives rise to 
is, How doth eloquence produce this effect? This, I believe, 
it will be acknowledged to do principally, if not solely, agreeably 
to tlie doctrine explained above, by communicating lively, dis- 
tinct, and strong ideas of the distress which it exhibits. By a 
judicious yet natural arrangement of the most affecting circum- 
stances, by a proper selection of the most suitable tropes and 
figures, it enlivens the ideas raised in the imagination to such a 
pitch as makes them strongly resemble the perceptions of the 
senses, or the transcripts of the memory. The question, then, 
with which we are immediately concerned, doth obviously 
recur, and seems, if possible, more mysterious than before : for 
how can the aggravating of all the circumstances of misery in 
the representation, make it be contemplated with pleasure? 
One would naturally imagine that this must be the most 
effectual method for making it give still greater pain. How 
can the heightening of grief^ fear, anxiety, and other uneasy 
sensations, render them agreeable? 

Besides, this ingenious author has not adverted, that his 
hypothesis, instead of being supplementary to Fontenelle’s, as 
iie appears to have intended, is subversive of the principles on 
which the French critic^s theory is founded. The effect, ac- 
cording to the latter, results from moderating, weakening, 
softening, and diminishing the passion : according to the for- 
wier, it results from what is directly opposite, from the arts 
employed by the orator for the purpose of exaggerating, 
strengthening, heightening, and inflaming tht passion. In- 
deed, neither of these writers seems to have attended suffi- 


^ Chap* vi. 
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ciently to one particular, winch of itself might have shown the 
insufficiency oi their sy^gtems. The particular alluded to is, 
that pity, if it exceed not a certain degree, gives pleasure to 
the mind, when excited by the original objects in distress, as 
well as by the representations made by poets, painters, and 
orators : and, on the oontrary, if it exceed a certain degree, 
it is on the whole painful, whether awakened by the real ob- 
jects of pity, or roused by the exhibitions of the historian or 
of the poet. Indeed, as sense operates much more strongly on 
the mind than imagination does, jbhe excess is much more 
frequent in the former ease than in the latter. 

Now, in attempting to give a solution of tlie difficulty, it is 

E lain, that all our theorists ought regularly and properly to 
egin with the former case. If in that, which is the original 
and the simplest, the matter is sufficiently accounted for, it is 
accounted for in every case, it bein^tlie manifest design both 
of painting and of oratory, as nearly as possible, to produce the 
same affections which the very objects represented would have 
produced in our minds : whereas, though Mr. Hume should be 
admitted to have accounted fully for the impression made by 
the poet and the orator, we are as far as ever from the dis- 
covery of the cause why pity excited by the objects themselves, 
when it hath no eloquence to recommend it, is on the whole, if 
not excessive, a pleasant emotion. 

But if this celebrated writer intended to assert that the dis- 
covery of the oratory, that is, of the address and talents of the 
speaker, is what gives the hearer a pleasure, which, mingling 
itsel£ with pity, fear, indignation, converts the whole, as he 
expresseth it, into one strong movement, which is altogether 
delightful : if this be his sentiment, he hath indeed advanced 
something extraordinary, and entirely new. And that this is 
his opinion, appears,.! think, obliquely, from the expressions 
which he iiseth. The genius required, the art employed, the 
judgment displayed, along with force of expression, and beauty 
of qratorial numbers, diffuse the highest satisfaction on the 
audience.” — Again, “ The impulse or vehemence arising from 
sorrow, compassion, indignation, receives a new direction from 
the sentiments of beauty.” If this then be a just solution of 
the difficulty, and the detection of the speaker's talents and 
address be necessary to render the hearer susceptible of this 
charming sorrow, this delightful anguish, how grossly have all 
critics and rhetoricians been deceived hitherto. These, in 
direct opposition to this curious theory, have laid it down in 
their rhetorics fts a fundamental maxim, that it is essential to 
the art to conceal the art « a maxim, too, which, in their esti- 
mation, the orator, in no part of his province, is obliged to such 


^ Artis est celare artem. 
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a scrupulous observance of, as in the pathetic.® Tn this the 
speaker, if he would prove successful, must make his subject 
totally engross the attention of the hearers ; insomuch that he 
himself, his genius, his art, his judgment, his richness of lan- 
guage, his harmony of numbers, are not minded in the least.^ 
iSlevcr does the orator obtain a nobier triumph by his elo- 
quence than when his sentiments and style and order appear 
so naturally to arise out of the subject, that every hearer is 
inclined to think, he could not have either thought or spoken 
otherwise himself; when%overy thing, in short, is exhibited in 
such a manner, 


Afi all mi^’lit hope to imitate with ease; 

Yet while they strive the same success to gain, 

Should find their labour and their hopes are vain.® 

• 

As to the harmony of numbers, it ought no further to be the 
speaker’s care, than that he may avoid an offensive dissonance 
or halting in his periods, which, by hurting the ear, abstracts 
the attention from the subject, and must by consequence serve 
to obstruct the effect. Yet, even this, it may be safely averred, 
will not tend half so much to counteract the end, as an elaborate 
harmony, or a flowing elocution, which carries along with it 
the evident marks of address and study.® 

Our author proceeds all along on the supposition that there 
arc two distinct effects produced by the eloquence on the 
hearers ; one the sentiment of beauty, or (as he explains it 
more particularly) of the harmony of oratorial numbers, of the 
exercise of these noble talents, genius, art, and judgment ; the 
other the passion which the speaker purposeth to raise in their 
minds. He maintains, that when the first predominates, the 
mixture of the two effects becomes exceedingly pleasant, 

® Effugienda igitur in hac praccipue parte omnis calliditatis suspicio : nihil 
videatur fictum, nihil solicitum : omnia potius a causa quam ab oratore pro- 
iocta credantur. Sed hoc pati non possumus, et perire artem putamus, nisi 

apparoat: cum desinat ars esse, si apparet Quint. Instit. lib. iv. cap. 2. 

* Ubi res agitur, et vera dimicatio cst, ultimus sit famte locus. Propterea 
non debet quisquam, ubi maxima rerura momenta versantur, de verbis esse 
solicitus. Neque hoc eo pertinet, ut in his nullus sit ornatus, sed uti pressior 
so verier, minus confessus, prmcipue ad materiam accommodatus. — Quint. 
bistit. lib, viii. cap. 3. ^ 

® — XJt sibi quivis it 

Speret idem ; sudet multum, frustraque laboret, 

Ausus id<im. IIoiT. De Arte Poet. 

et ^'lisquam ejus fortune, quern tumidum^c sui jactantem, 

oder> eloqueutisB in ancipiti forte videat? JJon : imo 

vaeet **®J?**^ verba aucupantem, et anxium de fama ingenii, et cui esse diserto 
nandi * 1. xi, cap. 1, Ubi vero atrocitate, invidi&, miseratione pug- 

irasoe^ pontrapositia et pariter catdentibus, et consimilibus, 

roga^tem? cum in hia rebus cura verborura deroget 
Dns ndem ; et ubicunque ars osientatiir, v^itas abesse videatur, cap. 3. 



122 


THE PHIEOSO^PHY 


[book I . 


and the reverse when the second is superior. At least, if this 
is not what he means to assert and vindicate, I despair of being 
able to assign a meaning to the following expressions : The 
genius required to paint, — ^the art employed in collecting, — 
the judgment displayed in disposing — diffuse the highest satis- 
faction on the audience, and excite the most delightful move- 
ments. By this means the uneasiness of the melancholy 
passions is not only overpowered and effaced by something 
stronger of an opposite kind, but the whole movement of those 
passions is converted into pleasure, and swells the delight 
which the eloquence raises in us.” Again, “ The impulse or 
vehemence arising from sorrow— receives a new direction from 
the sentiments of beauty. The latter being the predominant 

emotion, seize the whole mind, -and convert the former ” 

Again, The soul, being at the same time roused with passion 

and charmed by eloquence, feels o^|the whole And in 

the paragraph immediately succeeding, ^Mt is thus the fiction of 
tragedy softens the passion, by an infusion of a new feeling, not 

merely by weakening or diminishing the sorrow ” Now to 

me it is manifest, that this notion of two distinguishable, and 
even opposite effects, as he terms them, produced in the hearer 
by the eloquence, is perfectly imaginary; that, on the contrary, 
whatever charm or fascination, if you please to call it so, there 
is in the pity excited by the orator, it ariseth not from any 
extrinsic sentiment of beauty blended with it, but intimately 
from its own nature, from those passions which pity necessarily 
associates, or, I should rather say, includes. 

But do we not often hear people speak of eloquence as 
moving them greatly, and pleasing them highly at the same 
time ? Nothing more common. But these are never under- 
stood by them as two original, separate, and independent 
effects, but as essentially connected. Push your inquiries but 
ever so little, and you will find all agree in affirming, that it 
is by being moved, and by that solely, that they are pleased : 
in philosophical strictness, therefore, the pleasure is the imme- 
diate effect of the passion, and the passion the immediate 
effect of the eloquence. 

But is there then no pleasure in contemplating the beauty 
of composition, the richness of fancy the power of numbers, 
and the energy of expression ? There is undoubtedly. But 
so is this pleasure from dommixing with the pathos, and 
giving a direction to it, that, on the contrary,^ they seem to be 
in a ^eat measure incompatible. Such indeed is the pleasure 
which the artist or the critic enjoys, who can coolly ana delibe- 
rately survey the whole; upon whose passions tne art of thp 
speaker hath little or no influence, and that purely for this 
reason, because he discovers that art. The bulk of bearers 
nofurtlier than to approve the man who aflfects them, who speaks 
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to their heart, as they very properly and emphatically term it, 
and to commend the performance by which this is accomplished. 
But how it is accomplished, they neither give themselves the 
trouble to consider, nor attempt to explain.^ 


Part IV. — The fourth Jiypothesis. 

Lastly, To mention only one other hypothesis ; there are 
who maintain that compassion is ^^an example of iinmixed 
selfishness and malignity,^' and may be ^‘resolved into that 
power of imagination by which we apply the misfortunes of 
others to ourselves ; ” that we are said to pity no longer than 
we fancy ourselves to suffer, and to be pleased only by reflect* 
iiig that our sufferings are not real ; thus indulging a dream of 
(^utress, from which we can awake whenever we please, to exult 
in our security, and cnjojjgthe comparison of the fiction with 
truth.” ^ 

This is no other than the antiquated doctrine of the philo- 
sopher of Malmesbury, rescued from oblivion, to which it had 
been fast descending, and republished with improvements. 
Hobbes indeed thought it a sufficient stretch, in order to ren- 
der the sympathetic sorrow purely selfish, to define it, imagi- 
nation or fiction of future calamity to ourselves, proceeding from 
the sense of another man’s calamity.”^ But in the first quota- 
tion we have another kind of fiction ; namely, that we are at 
present the very sufferers ourselves, the identical persons whose 
cases are exhibited as being so deplorable, and whose calami- 
ties we so sincerely lament. There were some things hinted 
in the beginning of the chapter, in relation to this paradoxical 
conceit, which I should not have thought it necessary to resume, 
had it not been adopted by a late author, whose periodical 


^ The inquiry contained in this chapter was written long before I had an 
opportunity of perusing a very ingenious English commentary and notes on 
Horace’s Epistles to the Pisos and to Augustus, in which Mr. Hume’s sen- 
timents on this subject are occasionally criticized. The opinions of that 
commentator, in regard to Mr. Hume’s theory, coincide in every thing mate- 
»*ial with mine. Thi^ author considers the question no further than it relates 
to the representations of tragedy, and hath, by confining his view to this 
•‘tingle point, been led to lay greater stress on Fontenelle’s hypothesis than, 
for the solution of the general phenomenon, it is entitled to. It is very true 
that our theatrical entertainments commonly exhibit a degree of distress 
which we could not bear to witness in the objects represented. Consequently 
the consideration that it is but a picture, and not the original, a fictitious 
exhibition, i|nd not the reality, which we contemplate, is essential for render- 
ing the whole, I may say, supportable as well as pleasant. But oven in this 
case, when it is necessary to our repose to consider the scenical misery before 
ns as mere illusion, we are generally better pleased to consider the things 
*’^**^sented as genuine fact. It requires, indeed, but a farther degree of 
affliction to m^ke us even pleased to think that the copy never had any archer 
type ih nature. But when this is the case we may truly say, that the poet 
hath exceeded and wrought up pity to a kind of horror. 

* Adventurer, No. 110. ® Hum. Nat. chap. ix. sect. 10. 
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essays seemed to entitle him to the character of an ingenious, 
moral, and instructive writer.'^ For though he hath declined 
entering formally into the debate, he hath sufficiently shown 
his sentiments on this article, and hath endeavoured indirectly 
to support them. 

I doubt not that it nvill appear to many of my readers as 
equally silly to refute this hypothesis and to defend it. No- 
thing could betray reasonable men into such extravagances, 
but the dotage with which one is affected towards every ap- 
pendage of a fiivourite system. Aijd this is an appendage of 
that system which derives all the affections and springs of ac- 
tion in the human mind from self-love. In almost all system- 
builders of every denomination, there is a vehement desire of 
simplifying their principles, and i;educing all to one. Hence in 
medicine, the passion for finding a cathoHcon, or cure of all 
diseases; and in chemistry, for discovering the true alcahest, or 
universal dissolvent. Nor have our moralists entirely escaped 
the contagion. One reduceth all the virtues to prudence^ and 
is ready to make it clear as sunshine that there neither is nor 
can be another source of moral good, but a right conducted 
self-love : another is equally confident that all the virtues are 
but different modifications of disinterested benevolence : a third 
will demonstrate to you that veracity is the whole duty of man : 
a fourth, with more ingenuity, and much greater appearance of 
reason, assures you that the true system of ethics is comprised 
in one word, sympathy. 

But to the point in hand : it appears a great objection to the 
selfish system, that in pity we are affected with a real sorrow 
for the sufferings of others, or at least that men have universally 
understood this to be the case, as appears from the very words 
and phrases expressive of this emotion to be found in all known 
languages. But to one who has thoroughly imbibed the prin- 
ciples and spirit of a philosophic sect, which hath commonly as 
violent an appetite for mystery (though under different name, 
for with the philosopher it is paradox) as any religious sect what- 
ever, how paltry must an objection appear, which hath nothing 
to support it but the conviction of all mankind, those only 
excepted whose minds have been perverted by scholastic 
sophistry! 

It 18 remarkable, that though so many have contended that 
some fiction of the imagination is absolutely necessary to the 
production of pity, and though the examples of fhis emotion 
ajre so frequent (I hope, in the theorists themselves no less 
than in others) as to give ample scope for exanjihation, they 
ai*e so Kttle agreed what this fiction is. Some contend only? 
that in witnessing tragedy one is under a sqrt of niomcntary 

* Hawkesworth. 
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deception, which a very little reflection can correct, and ima- 
gines that he is actually witnessing those distresses and miseries 
which are only represented in borrowed characters, and that 
the actors are the very persons whom they exhibit. This sup- 
position, I acknowledge, is the most admissible of all. That 
children and simple people, who are uttey strangers to theatrical 
amusements, are apt at first to be deceived in this manner, is 
undeniable. That, therefore, through the magical power (if I 
may call it so) of natural and animated action, a transient illu- 
sion somewhat similar may be produced in persons of know- 
ledge and experience, I \’ml not take upon me to controvert. 
But this hypothesis is not necessarily connected with any par- 
ticular theory of the passions. The persons for whom we 
grieve, whether the real objects or only their representatives 
mistaken for them, are still other persons, and not ourselves. 
Besides, this was never intended to account but for the degree 
of emotion in one particular case only. 

Others, therefore, who refer every thing to self, will have it, 
tliat by a fiction of the mind we instantly conceive some future 
and similar calamity as coming upon ourselves ; and that it is 
solely this conception, and this dread, which call forth all our 
sorrow and our tears. Others, not satisfied with this, maintain 
boldly, that we conceive ourselves to be the persons suffering 
the miseries related or represented, at the very instant that our 
pity is raised. When nature is deserted by us, it is no wonder 
that we should lose our way in the devious tracks of imagina- 
tion, and not know where to settle. 

The first would say, “ When I see Garrick in the character 
of King Lear in the utmost agony of distress, I am so trans- 
ported with trie passions raised in my breast, that I quite forget 
the tragedian, and imagine that my eyes are fixed on that much 
injured and most miserable monarch.” Says the second, I 
am not in the least liable to so gross a blunder ; but I cannot 
help, in consequence of the representation, being struck with the 
impression that I am soon to be in the same situation, and to be 
used with the like ingratitude and barbarity.” Says the third, 
“ The case is still worse with me ; for I conceive myself, and 
not the player, to be that wretched man at the very time that 
he is acted. I fancy that I am actually in the midst of the 
storm, suffering all his anguish, that my daughters have turned 
me out of doors, and treated me with such unheard-of cruelty 
and injustice^’ It is exceeding lucky that there do not oftener 
follow terrible consequences from these misconceptions. It will 
be said, They are transient, and quickly cured bj^ recollection.” 
liut however transient, if they really exist, they must exist for 
soine time. Now^ if unhappily a man had two of his daughters 
sitting near him at the very instant he was under this delusion, 
RRd by a very natural fmd consequential fiction, he fancied 
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them to be Goneril and Regan, the effects might be fatal to the 
ladies, though they were the most dutiful children in the 
world. 

It hath never yet been denied (for it is impossible to say 
what will be denied) that pity influences a person to contribute 
to relieve the object wjien it is in his power. But if there is a 
mistake in the object, there must of necessity be a mistake in 
the direction of the relief. For instance, you see a man pcrisli- 
ing with hunger, and your compassion is raised; now you will 
pity no longer, say these acute reasoners, than you fency your- 
self to suffer. You yourself properly are the sole object of your 
own pity, and as you desire to relieve the person only whom 
you pity, if there be any food within your reach, you will no 
doubt devour it voraciously, in order to allay the famine which 
you fancy you are enduring; but you will not give one morsel 
to the wretch who really needs your aid, but who is by no 
means the object of your regret, for whom you can feel no com- 
punction, and with whose distress (which is quite a foreign 
matter to you) it is impossible you should be affected, espe- 
cially when under the power of a passion consisting of unmixed 
selfishness and malignity. For tliough, if you did not pity him, 
you w^ould, on cool reflection, give him some aid, perhaps from 

f )rinciple, perhaps from example, or perhaps from habit, uii- 
uckily this accursed pity, this unmixed malignant selfishness, 
interposeth, to shut your heart against him, and to obstruct 
the pious purpose. 

I know no way of eluding this objection but one, which is 
indeed a very easy way. It is to introduce another fiction of 
the imagination, and to say, that when this emotipn is raised, I 
lose all consciousness of my own existence and identity, and 
fancy that the pitiable object before me is my very self ; and 
that the real I, or what I formerly mistook for myself, is some 
other body, a mere spectator of my misery, or perhaps nobody 
at all. Thus unknowingly I may contribute to his relief, when 
under the strange illusion which makes me fancy that, instead 
of giving to another, I am taking to myself. But if the man 
be scrupulously honest, he will certainly restore to me, when I 
am awake, what I gave him unintentionally in my sleep. 

That such fictions may sometimes take place in madness, 
which almost totally unhinges our mental faculties, I will not 
dispute; but that such are the natural operations of the pas- 
sions in a sound state, when the intellectual powirs are unim- 
paired, is what no man would have ever eimer conceived or 
advanced, that had not a darling hypothesis to Support. And 
by such arguments, it is certain tnat eveir hypothesis whatever 
may equally be supported. Suppose I have taken it into my 
bead to write a theory of the minu : and, in order to give unity 
and simplicity to my system, as wettas to recommend it by the 
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grace of novelty, I have resolved to deduce all the actions, all 
the pursuits, and all the passions of men from self-hatred, as the 
common fountain. If to degrade human nature be so great a 
recommendation as we find it is to many speculators, as well 
as to all atheists and fanatics, who happen, on this point, I know 
not how, to be most cordially united, the theory now suggested 
is by no means deficient in that sort of* merit from which one 
might expect to it the very best reception. Self-love is certainly 
no vice, however justly the want of love to our neighbour be 
accounted one ; but if any thing can be called vicious, self- 
hatred is undoubtedly so.*** 

Let it not be imagined that nothing specious can be urged 
ill favour of this hypothesis ;» what else, it may be pleaded, 
could induce the miser to deny himself not only the comforts, 
but even almost the neccssarfes of life, to pine for want in the 
midst of plenty, to live in unintermitted anxiety and terror ? 
All the world sees that it is not to procure his own enjoyment, 
which he invariably and to the last repudiates. And can any 
reasonable person be so simple as to believe that it is for the 
purpose of leaving a fortune to his heir, a man whom he despises, 
for whose deliverance from perdition he would not* part with 
half-a-crown, and whom of all mankind next to himself he hatps 
the most ? What else could induce the sensualist to squander 
his all in dissipation and debauchery ; to rush on ruin certain 
and foreseen ? You call it pleasure. But is he ignorant that 
his pleasures are more than ten times counterbalanced by the 
plagues and even torments which they bring ? Docs the con- 
viction, or even the experience of this deter him ? On the con- 
trary, with what steady perseverance, with what determined 
resolution doth he proceed in his career, not intimidated by the 
haggard forms which stare him in the face, poverty and infamy, 
disease and death ? What else could induce the man who is 
reputed covetous, not of money but of fame, that is of wind, to 
sacrifice his tranquillity, and almost all the enjoyments of life ; 
to spend his days and nights in fruitless disquietude and endless 
care ? Has a bare name, think you, an empty sound, silch in- 
conceivable charms ? Can a mere nothing serve as a counter- 
poise to solid and substantial good ? Are we not rather imposed 
upon by appearances, when we conclude this to be his motive ? 
Can we be senseless enough to imagine that it is the bubble 
reputation (which^ were it any thing, a dead man surely can- 
not enjoy) that the soldier is so infatuated as to seek even in 
the cannon’s mouth ? Are not these, therefore, but the various 
ways of self-destroying, to which, according t<\ their various 
tastes, men are prompted, by the same universal principle 
of self-hatred ? 

If you should ipaist on certain phenomena, which appear to 
be irrecopoilable to my hypothesis, I think I am provided with 
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an. answer. You urge our readiness to resent an affront or 
injury, real or imagined, which we receive, and which ought to 
gratify instead of provoking us, on the supposition that we hate 
ourselves. But may it not be retorted, that its being a gratifi- 
cation is that which excites our resentment, inasmuch as we 
are enemies to every kind of self-indulgence ? If this answer 
will not suffice, I hav6 another which is excellent. It lies in 
the definition of the word revenge. Revenge, I pronounce, 
may be justly deemed an example of unmixed self-abhor- 
rence and benignity, and may be resolved into that power of 
imagination, by which wc apply t\h3 sufferings that we inflict 
on others to ourselves ; we are said to wreak our vengeance no 
longer than we fancy ourselves to suffer, and to be satiated by 
reflecting that the sufferings of others are not really ours ; 
that we have been but indulging a dream of self-punishment, 
from which, when we awake and discover the fiction, our 
anger instantly subsides, and wc arc meek as lambs.” Is this 
extrjivagant ? Compare it, I ])ray you, with the preceding ex- 
plication of compassion, to which it is a perfect counterpart. 
Consider seriously, and you will find that it is not in the 
smallest dfegree more manifest, that another and not ourselves 
is the object of our resentment when we are angry, than it is 
that another and not ourselves is the object of our compassion 
when we are moved with pity. Both indeed have a self-evi- 
dence in them, which, whilst our minds remain unsophisticated 
by the dogmatism of system, extorts from us an unlimited 
assent. 


Section II. — T/te author^ s hypothesis on this subject 

Where so many have failed of success, it may be thought 
presumptuous to attempt a decision. But despondency in 
regard to a question which seems to fall within the reach of 
our faculties, and is entirely subjected to our observation and 
experience, must appear to the inquisitive and philosophic 
mind a still greater fault than even presumption. The latter 
may occasion the introduction of a false theory, which must 
necessarily come under the review and correction of succeeding 
plnlosophers. And the detection of error proves often instru- 
mental to the discovery of truth. Whereas the former quashes 
curiosity altogether, and influences one implicitly to abandon 
an inquiry as utterly undeterminable. I shall therefore now 
offer a few o^jservations concerning the passions, which, if 
rightly apprehended and weighed, will, I hope, contribute to 
the solution of the present question. 

My first observation shall be, that almost all the simple 
padsions of which the mind is susceptible may be divided 
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two classes, pleasant and the painful. It is at the same 
time acknowledged, that the pleasures and the pains created 
by the different passions, differ considerably from one another, 
both in kind and degree. Of the former class are love, joy, 
hope, pride, gratitude; of the latter, hatred, grief, fear, shame, 
anger. Let it be remarked, that by the^iamepnrfe in the first 
class, (which I own admits a variety of acceptations,) no more 
is meant here than the feeling which we have on obtaining the 
merited approbation of other men, in which sense it stands in 
direct opposition to shame^m the second class, or the feeling 
which we have when conscious of incurring the deserved blame 
of others. In like manner ^ratitude^ .or the resentment of 
favour, is opposed to angevy or the resentment of injury. To 
the second class I might have added desire and aversioiiy 
which give the mind some uneasiness or dissatisfaction with 
its present state; but these are often the occasion of pleasure, 
as they are the principal spurs to action, and perhaps more 
than any other passion relieve the mind from that languor 
which, according to the just remark of Abbe du Bos, is per- 
fectly oppressive. Besides, as they are perpetually accom- 
panied with some degree of cither hope or feavy generally with 
both, they are either pleasant or painful as the one or the 
other preponderates. For these reasons they may be con- 
sidered as in themselves of an indifferent or intermediate kind. 

The second observation is, that there is an attraction or 
association among the passions, as well as among the ideas of 
the mind. Rarely any passion comes alone. To investigate 
the laws of this attraction would be indeed a matter of curious 
incpiiry, but it doth not fall within the limits of the present 
question. Almost all the other affections attract or -excite 
desire or aversion of some sort or other. The passions which 
seem to have the least influence on these are joy and grief ; 
and of the two, joj^, I believe, will be acknowledged to have 
less of thifii attractive power than grief. Joy is the end of 
desire and the completion of hope; therefore when attained, it 
not only excludes occasion for the others, but seems, for a 
while at least, to repel them, as what \vould give an imperti- 
nent interruption to the pleasure resulting from the contem- 
plation of present felicity, with which the mind, under the 
influence of joy, is engrossed. Grief hath a like tendency. 
When the mind is overwhelmed by this gloomy passion, it 
resists the instigations of desire, as what would again, to no 
purpose, rouse its activity; it disdains hope, it even loathes it 
^ a vain and a delusive dream. The first suggestions of these 
passions seem but as harbingers to the cuttmg recollection of 
lormer flattering prospects, once too fondly entertained, now 
^ extinct, and succeeded by an insupportable and irren^e^ 
uiable disappointment, which evei^ r^llection serves but to 

K 
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aggravate, Nay, how unaccountable soever it may appear, the 
mind seems to have a mournful satisfaction in being allowed to 
indulge its anguish, and to immerse itself wholly in its own 
afflictions. But this can be affirmed of sorrow only in the 
extreme. When it begins to subside, or when originally but 
in a weak degree, it loads the mind to seek relief from desire, 
and hope, and other passions.— Love naturally associates to it 
benevolence, which is one species of desire, tor here no more 
is meant by it than a desire of the happiness of the person 
loved. Hatred as naturally associates malevolence or malice, 
which is the desire of evil to the person hated.® 

My third observation is, that pain of every kind generally 
makes a deeper impression on the imagination than pleasure 
does, and is longer retained by the memory. It is a common 
remark of every people and of every age, and consequently 
hath some foundation in human nature, that benefits are sooner 
forgotten than injuries, and favours than affronts- Those who 
are accustomed to attend the theatre will be sensible, that the 
plots of the best tragedies which they haVe witnessed are bet- 
ter remembered by them than those of the most celebrated 
comedies. And indeed every body that reflects may be satis- 
fied that no story takes a firmer hold of the ifiemory than a 
tale of woe. In civil history, as well as in biography, it is the 
disastrous, and not the joyous events, which are oftenest recol- 
lected and retailed. 

The fourth observation Is, that from a group of passions (if 
I may so express myself) associated together, and having the 
same object, some of which are of the pleasifint, others of the 
painful kind, if the present predominate, there aviseth often a 
greater and a more durable pleasure to the mind than would 
result from these, if alone and unmixed. That the case is so, 

® The ambiguity and even penury of all languages, in relation to our internal 
feelings, make it very difficult, in treating of them, to preservo at once perspi> 
cuity and accuracy. Benevolence is sometimes used, perhaps with little varia- 
tion from its most common import, for charity or universal love ; and love itself 
will be thought by some to be properly defined by the desire or wish of the hap- 
piness of its object. As to the first, it is enough that I have assigned the pre- 
cise meaning in which I use the term ; and in regard to the second, those who 
are duly attentive to what passes within thmr own breasts ^i^ill be sensible, that 
by love, in the strictest acceptation, is meant a certain pleasurable emotion 
excited in the mind by a suitable object, to which the desire of the happiness of 
the object is generally consequent. The felicity of the object may however be 
such as to leave no room for any desire or Wish of ours in regard to it; This 
holds particularly in our love to God. Besides, there may be a desire of the 
happiness of others, arising from very different causes, where ther® is nothings 
of that sentimei^ or feeling which is strictly called /ote. I own/ at the same 
timof that the term lore is also often used to denote simply benevolence or 
goo4rwUU when aro commanded to love all men, known and unknown, 
good and bad, friendly and injurious. To that ten4ot emotipn 
ties supposed amiable alone can excite, the precept surely doth not extend. 
These things (thought it necessar/ to observe, in oi^er tOiirdysnt mistakes 
in a oa^e roqniro® 89 muoH precisi^^ 
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will, I believe, on a careful inquiry, be found to be a matter of 
experience ; how it happens to be so, I am afraid human 
sagacity will never be able to investigate. 

This observation holds especially when the emotion^ and 
affections raised in us are derived from sympathy, and have not 
directly self for the object. Sympathy is not a passion, but 
that quality of the soul which renders it susceptible of almost 
any passion, by communication from the bosom of another. It 
is by sympathy we rejoice with them that rejoice^ and weep 
with them that weep,^ Thi^ fiiculty, however, doth not act 
with equal strength in these opposite cases, but is much 
weaker in the first than in the second. It would perhaps be 
easier to assign the intention of nature in this difference, than 
the cause of the difference. The miserable need the aid and 
sympathy of others; the happy do not. I must further ob- 
serve on this subject, what 1 believe was hinted once already, 
that sympathy may be greatly strengthened or weakened by 
the influence of connected passions. Thus love associates to 
it benevolence, and both give double force to sympathy. Ha- 
tred, on the contrary, associates to it malice, and destroys 
sympathy. 

There are consequently several reasons why a scene of pure 
unmixed joy, in any work of genius, cannot give a great or 
lasting pleasure to the mind. First, sympathetic joy is much 
fainter and more transient than sympathetic grief, and they are 
generally the sympathetic passions which are infused by poets, 
orators, painters, and historians : secondly, joy is the least 
attractive of all the affections. It perhaps can never properly 
be said to associate to it desire, the great spring of action. 
The most we can say is, that when it begins to subside it 
again gives place to desire, this passion being of such a nature, 
as that it can hardly for any time be banished from the soul. 
Hence it is that the joy, which has no other foundation but 
sympathy, quickly tires the mind and runs into satiety. Hence 
It 18, also, that dramatic writers, and even romance writers, 
make a scene of pure joy always the last scene bf the piece, 
and but a short one. It may just be mentioned, thirdly, not 
indeed as an argument, (for of its weakness in this respect I 
am very sensible,) but as an illustration from analogy, that 
every thing in nature is heightened and set off by its contrary, 
which, by giving scope for comparison, enhances every excel- 
lence. The colours in painting acquire a double lustre from 
shades; the harmony in music is greatly improved by a 
judicious mixture of discords. The whole conduct of life, 
it necessary, might exemplify the position. A mixture of 
pain, then, seoms to m of consequence to give strength and sta- 
Wdv to Measure. ; : 

The fifth observation is, that under the name pitv may be 
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included all the emotions, excited by tragedy. In common 
speech all indeed are included under this name that are ex- 
cited by that species of eloquence which is denominated the 
pathe^tic. The passions moved by tragedy have beeti com- 
monly said to be fity and terror. This enumeration is more 
popular than philosophical, even though adopted by the Sta- 
gyrite himself. For what is pity but a participation by sym- 
pathy in the woes of others, and the feelings naturally 
consequent upon them, of whatever kind they be, their fears as 
well as sorrows? whereas, this way, of coijtradistinguishing ter- 
ror from pity, would make one who knew nothing of tragedy 
but from the definition, imagine that it were intended to make 
us compassionate others in trouble, and dread mischief to our- 
selves. If this were really the case, I believe there are few or 
none who would find any pleasure in this species of entertain- 
ment. Of this there occurs an example, when, as hath some- 
times happened, in the midst of the performance, the audien(ie 
are alarmed with the sudden report that the house hath taken 
fire, or when they hear a noise which makes them suspect that 
the roof or walls are falling. Then, indeed, terror stares in 
every countenance; but such a terror as gives no degree of 
pleasure, and is so far from coalescing with the passions raised 
by the tragedy, that, on the contrary, it expels them altogether, 
and leaves not in the mind, for some time at least, another idea 
or reflection but what concerns personal safety. 

On the other hand, if all the sympathetic affections excited 
by the theatrical representation were to be severally enume- 
rated, I cannot see why hope, indignation, love and hatred, 
gratitude and resentment, should not be included as well as 
fear. To account then for the pleasure which we find in pity, 
is, in a great measure, to give a solution of the question under 
review. I do not say that this will satisfy in every case. On 
the contrary, there are many cases in which Abb6 du Bos’s 
account above recited, of the pleasure arising from the agita- 
tion and fluctuation of the passions, is the only solution that 
can be ^verT. 

My sixth and last observation on this head is, that pit^ is 
not a simple passion, but a group of passions, strictly united 
by association, and as it were blended by centring in the 
same object. Of these some are pleasant, some painml; com- 
monly the pleasant preponderate. It hath been remarked 
already, that love attracts benevolence, benevolence quickens 
sympathy. The same attraction takes place inversely, though 
not, peyhapsj with equal strength. Svmpathy engages benev^ 
lence, and benevolence love. That benevolence, or the habit 
of wishing happiness to another, from whatever motive it hath 
originallv sprung, will at length draw in love, might be proved 
from a thousana instances. 
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In the party divisions which obtain in some countries, it 
often happens, that a man is at first induced to take a side, 
purely from a motive o|^ interest; for some time, from this 
motive solely, he wishes the success of the party with which 
he is embarked. From a habit of wishing this, he will con- 
tinue to wish it, when, by a change of pircumstanccs, his own 
interest is no longer connected with it ; nay, which is more 
strange, he will even contract such a love and attachment to 
the party, as to promote their interest in direct opposition to 
his own. That commiseration or sympathy in woe hath still 
a stronger tendency* to engage our love is evident. • 

This is the only rational account that can be given, why 
mothers of a humane disposition generally love most the sick- 
liest child in the family, though perhaps far from being the 
loveliest in respect either of temper or of other qualities. The 
habit of commiseration habituates thorn to the feeling and 
exertion of benevolence. Benevoleqpc, habitually felt and ex- 
erted, confirms and augments their love. Nothing,’’ says 
Mr. Hume, ^ endears so much a friend as sorrow for his 
death. The pleasure of his company hath not so powerful an 
influence.” Distress to the pitying eye diminishes every fault, 
and sets oflF every good quality in the brightest colours. Nor 
is it a less powerful advocate for the mistress than for the 
friend : often does the single circumstance of misfortune sub- 
due all resentment of former coldness and ill usage, and make 
a languid and dying passion I'evive and flame out with a vio- 
lence which it is impossible any longer to withstand. Every 
body acknowledges that beauty is never so irresistible as in 
tears. Distress is commonly sufficient, with those who are 
not very hard-hearted or pitiless (for these words are nearly of 
the same import), to make even enmity itself relent. 

There are, then, in pit^ these three diflFerent emotions, first, 
commiseration^ purely painful ; secondly, benevolence^ or a de- 
sire of the relief and happiness of the object pitied, a passion, 
as was already observed, of the intermediate kind ; thirdly, 
in which is always implied one of the noblest and most exqui- 
site pleasures whereof the soul is susceptible, and which is 
itself, in most cases, sufficient to give a counterpoise of pleasure 
to the whole. 

For the further confirmation of this theory, let it be remarked, 
that orators and poets, in order to strengthen this association 
and union, are at pains to adorn the character of him for whom 
they would engage our pity, with every amiable q^uality which, 
in a consistency with probability, they can crovnd into it. ^ On 
the contrary, when the character is hateful, the person^ misfor- 
tunes are: qnpitied* Sometimes they even occasion a pleasure 

* Essay on Tragedy. 
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of a very different kind ; namely, that which the mind naturally 
takes in viewing the just punishment of demerit. When the 
character has such a mixture of good and odious qualities, as 
that we can neither withhold our commiseration, nor bestow our 
love ; the mind is then torn opposite ways at once, by passions 
which, instead of uniting, repel one another. Hence the piece 
becomes shocking and disgustful. Such, to a certain degree, 
in my judgment, the tragedy of Venice Preseroed^ wherein the 
hero, notwithstanding several good qualities, is a villain and a 
traitor, will appear to every well disposed mind. All the above 
cases, if attended to, will be found ^exactly to tally with the 
hypothesis here suggested. 

All the answer then which I am able to produce, upon tlie 
whole, and which results from the foregoing observations, is 
this : the principal pleasure in pity ariseth from its own na- 
ture, or from the nature of those passions of which it is com- 
pounded, and not from any thing extrinsic or adventitious. 
The tender emotions of love which enter into the composition, 
sweeten the commiseration or sympathetic sorrow ; the commi- 
seration gives a stability to those emotions, with which other- 
wise the mind would soon be cloyed, when directed towards a 
person, imaginary, unknown, or with whom we are totally unac- 
quainted. The very benevolence or wish of contributing to his 
relief, affords an occupation to the thoughts, which agreeably 
rouses them. It impels the mind to devise expedients by which 
the unhappy person (if our pity is excited by some calamitous 
incident) may be, or (if it is awaked by the art of the poet, tlie 
orator, or the historian) might have been, relieved from his dis- 
tress. Yet the whole movement of the combined affections is 
not converted into pleasure ; for though the uneasiness of the 
melancholy passions be overpowered, it is not effaced by somo^ 
thing stronger of an opposite kind. 

Mr. Hume, indeed, in his maimer of expressing himself on 
this article, hath not observed either an entire uniformity, or 
his usual precision. I should rather say, from some dubious- 
ness in relation to the account he was giving, he seems to have, 
in paj't, retracted what he liad been establishing, and thus 
leaves the reader with an alternative in the decision. First he 
tells us, that the whole movement of those [melancholy] pas- 
sions is converted into pleasure.^^ Afterwards, the latter [the 
sentiments of beauty] being the predominate emotion, seize the 
wh^ie mind, and convert the former [the impulse or vehemence 
arising from sorrow, compassion, indignation] into themselves f 
he adds, by ’j^y of correction, or at least tincture them so 
strongly^as totally to alter their nature.” Again, ^^the soul 
feels, on the whole, a strong movement, which is altogether de- 
lightful.” All this, I acknowledge, appears to me to be neither 
suflSciently definite, nor quite, intelligible. 
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But passing that, I shall only subjoin, that the combination 
of the passions in the instance under our examination, is not 
like the blending of coloiys, two of which will produce a third, 
wherein you can discern nothing of the original hues united in 
producing it ; but it rather resembles a mixture of tastes, when 
you are quite sensible of the different sayours of the ingredient. 
Thus blue and yellow mingled make green, in which you dis- 
cover no tint of cither; and all the colours of a rainbow, 
blended, constitute a white, which appears to the eye as simple 
and original as any of them, and perfectly unlike to each. On 
the other hand, in eating meat with salt, for instance, we taste 
both distinctly ; and though the latter singly would be disagree- 
able, thti former is rendered tnore agreeable by the mixture 
than it would otherwise have^been. 

I own, indeed, that certain adventitious circumstances may 
(‘ontribute to heighten the effect. But these cannot be regarded 
as essential fo the passion. They oepur occasionally. Some 
of them actually occur but seldom. Of this sort is the satis- 
faction which ariseth from a sense of our own ease and security, 
compared with the calamity and the danger of another. 

’Tis pleasant, safely to behold from shore 
The rolling ship, and hear the tempest roar: 

Not that another’s pain is our dclignt, 

But pains unfelt produce the pleasing sight. 

’Tis pleasant also to behold from far 
The moving legions mingled in the war. " 


The poet hath hit here on some of the very few circumstances 
ill which it would be natural to certain tempers, not surely the 
most humane, to draw comfort in the midst of sympathetic 
sorrow, from such a comparison. The reflection, in my opinion, 
occurs almost only when a very small change in external situa- 
tion, as a change in place to the distance of a few furlongs, would 
put us into the same lamentable circumstances which we are 
commiserating in others. Even something of this kind will pre- 
sent itself to our thoughts, when there is no particular object to 
demand our pity. A man who, in tempestuous weather, sits 
snug in a close house^ near a good fire, and hears the wind and 
rain beating upon the roOf and windows, will naturally think of 
his own comfortable situation, compared with that of a traveller, 
''vho, perhaps, far from shelter, is exposed to all the violence of 
the tempest. But in such cases, a difference, as I said, in a 
single accidental circumstance, which may happen at any time, is 

7 Suave mari magno, turbantibus aequora ventis, 

- E terra xnagnum ilterbis spectare laborem, 

Non quia vexari quenquam 'at jucunda voluptaa, 

Se^ quibua ipse malis careas, quia cernere suave ’st. 

SdaVe etiam belli eertamina magtia tueri, 

Campos totrueta, tua sine parte perlcli. Lvcbbt. I 2. 



136 


THE PHILOSOPHY 


[book I. 


, all that is necessary to put a man in the same disastrous situa- 
tion/ wherein he either sees or conceives others to be. And 
the very slightness of the circumstance which would have been 
sufficient to reverse the scene, makes him so ready to congratu- 
late with himself on his better luck. Whereas nothing is less 
natural, and I will vepture to say, less common, than such a 
reflection, when the differences are many, and of a kind which 
cannot be reckoned merely accidental ; as when the calamity is 
what the person pitying must consider himself as not liable 
to, or in the remotest hazard of. A man who, with the most 
undissembled compassion, bewails* the wretched and unde- 
served fete of Desdemona, is not apt to think of himself, how 
fortunate he is in not being the* wife of a credulous, ^jealous, 
and revengeful husband ; though perhaps a girl who hath lately 
rejected a suitor of this character, will reflect with great com- 
placency on the escape she has made. 

Another adventitious source of pleasure is the satisfaction 
that results from the conscious exercise of the humane affec- 
tions, which it is our duty to cherish and improve. I mention 
this as adventitious, because, though not unnatural, I do not 
imagine that the sensations of sympathetic sorrow, either always 
or immediately, give rise to this reflection. Children, and even 
savages, are susceptible of pity, who think no more of claiming 
any merit to themselves on this score, than they think of claim- 
ing merit from their feeling the natural appetites of hunger and 
thirst. Nay, it is very possible that persons may know its 
power and sweetness too, when, through the influence of edu- 
cation and bad example, they consider it as a weakness or 
blemish in their disposition, and as such endeavour to conceal 
and stifle it. A certain degree of civilization seems to be ne- 
cessary to make us thoroughly sensible of its beauty and utility, 
and consequently that it ought to be cultivated. Bigotry may 
teach a man to think inhumanity, in certain circumstances, 
a virtue. Yet nature will reclaim, and may make him, in spite 
of the dictates of a misguided conscience, feel all the tender- 
ness of pity to the heretic, who, in his opinion, has more than 
merited the very worst that can be inflicted on him. 

I acknowledge that, on the other hand, when the sentiment 
comes generally to prevail, that compassion is in itself praise- 
worthy, it may be rendered a source of much more self-satis- 
faction to the vain-glorious, than reasonably It ought to yield. 
Such persons gladly lay hold of every handle which serves to 
raise tnem in their own esteem. And I make no doubt that 
several, from this very motive, have exalted this principle as 
immoderiately as others have vilified it. Every good man will 
agree^ that this is the case when people consider it as either a 
veil for their vices, or an atonement for the neglect of their duty. 
For lUy own part, I am inclined to think, that those who are 
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most reader to abuse it thus, are not the most remarkable for 
any exercise of it by which society can be profited. There is 
a species of deception in the case, which it is not beside the 
purpose briefly to unravel. 

It hath been observed that sense invariably makes a stronger 
impression than memory, and memory stronger than imagina- 
tion ; yet there are particular circumstances which appear to 
form an exception, and to give an efficacy to the ideas of imagi- 
nation, beyond what either memory or sense can boast. So 
great is the anomaly which sometimes displays itself in human 
characters, that it is not ‘impossible to find persons who are 
quickly made to cry at seeing a tragedy, or reading a romance, 
which they know to be fictio*ns, and yet are both inattentive 
and unfeeling in respect of th9 actual objects of compassion who 
li/e in their neighbourhood, and are daily under their eye. 
Nevertheless, this is an exception from the rule, more in ap- 
pearance than in reality. The cases are not parallel : there 
are certain circumstances which obtain in the one, and have no 
place in the other ; and to these peculiarities the difference in 
the effect is solely imputable. What follows will serve fully 
to explain my meaning. 

Men may be of a selfish, contracted, and even avaricious dis- 
position, who are not what we should denominate hard-hearted, 
or insusceptible of sympathetic feeling. Such will gladly en- 
joy the luxury of pity (as Hawkesworth terms it) when it nowise 
interferes with their more powerful passions ; that is, when it 
comes unaccompanied with a demand upon their pockets. With 
the tragic or the romantic hero or heroine they most cordially 
sympatliize, because the only tribute which wretches of their 
dignity exact from them is sighs and tears. And of these their 
consciences inform them, to their inexj^ressible consolation, that 
they are no niggards. But the case is totally different with 
living objects. Barren tears and sighs will not satisfy these. 
Hence it is that people’s avarice, a most formidable adversary to 
the unhappy, is interested to prevent their being moved by such, 
find to make them avoid, as much as possible, every opportu- 
iiity of knowing or seeing them.® But as that cannot always be 

® In the parable of the compassionate Samaritan, Luke x, 30, &c. this 
disposition to shun the sight of misery, which one is resolved not to redress, 
IS finely touched in the conduct of the priest and the Levite, who, when they 
<^apied a person naked, wounded, and almost expiring on the road, are said 
to have “ passed by on the other side.” Indeed, in the account given of the 
Levite in our version, there is a something which, to me, has a contradictory 
Wearance. He “ came and looked on him, and passed by %n the other side.” 
Inhere is not a vestige of this inconsistency in the original, which says simply, 
the meaning of which plainly is, “travelling that 
^ay, and seeing one in this wretched plight, he kept on the other side of the 
*’oad, and passed on.” In such a case, a man who is not quite obdurate, 
^ould avoid the cutting reflection, that he knows any thing of the matter. 
And though he must be conscious that he knew a little, and might have known 
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doi;i4 commiseration is attended with benevolence, and as 
benevolence itself, if not gratified, by our giving relief when it 
is in our power, embitters the pleasure which would otherwise 
result from pify, as the refusal is also attended with self-re- 
proach ; a person of such a temper, stroi^ly, and for the most part 
effectually, resists his bping moved. He puts his ingenuity to 
the rack, in order to satisfy himself that he ought not to be 
affected. He is certain that the person is not a proper object 
of beneficence, he is convinced that his distress is more pre- 
tended than rear; or, if that cannot ^be alleged, the man hath 
surely brought it on by his vices, ‘ therefore he deserves to 
suffer, and is nowise entitled to our pity ; or at least he makes 
not a good use of what may charitably, but injudiciously, be 
bestowed upon him. Such are, the common shifts by which 
selfishness eludes the calls of humanity, and chooses to reserve 
all its worthless stock of pity for fictitious objects, or for those 
who, in respect of time, or place, or eminence, are beyond its 
reach. 

For these reasons, I am^ satisfied that compassion alone, es- 
pecially that displayed on occasion of witnessing public spectacles, 
is at best but a very weak evidence of philanthropy. The only 
proof that is entirely unequivocal, is actual beneficence, when 
one seeks out the real objects of commiseration, not as a matter 
of self-indulgence, but in order to bring relief to those who 
need it, to give hope to the desponding, and comfort to the 
sorrowful, for the sake of which one endures the sight of 
wretchedness, when, instead of giving pleasure, it distresseth 
every feeling heart. Such, however, enjoy at length a luxury 
far superior to that of pity, the godlike luxury of dispelling 
grief) communicating liappiness, and doing good. 

more if he would, he is glad to gloss his inhumanity evea to himself, with 
some pretext of hurry or thoughtlessness, or anything that may conceal the 
naked truth, — a truth which he is as averse to discover in himself, as he is 
to see in another the misery which ho is determined not to relieve. 
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THE FOUNDATIONS AND- ESSENTIAL PROPERTIES OF 
ELOCUTION. 

ClIAPTEE L 

The Nature and Characters of the Use which gives Law to 
Lajiguagen,. 

Eloquence hath always been considered, and very justly, as 
having a particular connexion with language. It is the inten- 
tion of eloquence to convey our sentiments into the minds of 
others, in order to produce a certain effect upon them. Lan- 
guage is the only vehicle by which, this conveyance can be 
made. The art of speaking, then, is not less necessary to the 
orator than the art of thinking. Without the latter, the former 
could not have existed. Without the former, the latter would 
be ineffective. Every tongue whatever is founded in use or 
custom, 

• Whose arbitrary sway 

Words andftithe forms of language must obey.® Francis, 

Language is purely a species of fashion (for this holds 
equally of every tongue) in which, by the general but tacit 
consent of the people of a particular state or country, certain 
sounds come to be appropriated to certain things, as their 
signs, and certain ways of inflecting and combining those 
sounds come to be established, as denoting the relations which 
subsist among the things signified. 

It is not the business of grammar, as some critics seem 
preposterously to imagine, to give law to the fashions which 
regulate our speech. On the contrary, from its conformity to 
;^e8e, and from that alone, it derives all its authority and value. 
For, what is the grammar of any language ? It is noT other than 

® — ... Usus, 

Quern penes arbitrium est et jus et norma loquendi. 

Hor. Do Arte Poet. 
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a collection of ganeral observations methodically digested, and 
comprisoig all the modes previously and independently esta- 
blished, by which the significations, derivations, and combi- 
nations of words in that language are ascertained. It is of no 
consequence here to what causes originally these modes or 
fashions owe their exjistence, to imitation, to reflection, to 
aflfectation, or to caprice ; they no sooner obtain and become 
general, than they are laws of the language, and the gramma- 
rian’s only business is to note, collect, and methodize them. 
Nor does this truth concern only those more comprehensive 
analogies or rules, which affect whole classes of words, such as 
nouns, verbs, and the other parts of speech ; but it concerns 
every individual word, in the ‘inflecting or the combining 
of which a particular mode hath prevailed. Every single 
anomaly, therefore, though departing from the rule assigned 
to the other words of the same class, and on that account 
called an exception, stands on the same basis on which the 
rules of the t^gue are founded, custom having prescribed for 
it a separate rule.^ 

The truth of this position hath never, for aught I can re- 
member, been directly controverted by anybody; yet it is 
certain, that both critics and grammarians often argue in such 
a way as is altogether inconsistent with it. What, for example, 
shall we make of that complaint of Doctor Swift, that our 
language, in many instances, offends against every part of 
grammar? ”2 Or what could the doctor’s notion of grammar 
be, when expressing himself in this manner? . Some notion, 
possibly, he had of grammar in the abstract^ an universal 
archetype by which the particular grammars of all different 
tongues ought to be regulated. If this was his meaning, 1 
cannot say whether he is in the right or in the wrong in this 
accusation. I acknowledge myself to be qptirely ignorant of 
this ideal grammar; nor can I form a conjecture where its 
laws are to be learnt. One thing, indeed, every, smatterer in 
philosophy will tell us, that there can be no natural connexion 
between the sounds of any language, and the things signified, 
or between the modes of inflection and combination and the 
relations they are intended to express. Perhaps he meant the 
grammar of some other language ; if so, the charge was cer- 
tainly true, but not to the purpose, since we can say with equal 
truth, of every language, ths^ it offends against tne grammar 
of every other language whatsoever. If he meant the English 

Thus in the verbs call and shally the second person singular of thfi 
former is caZ/csf,* agreeably to tba general rule, the second person singular ot 
the latter is shalt, agreeably to a particular rule affecting that verb. To say 
ghallest'Tor would be as much a barbarism, though according to the 
generarmle, as to say colt for cdle$u which is acoording to^no rule. 

? Letter to the Lord High Treasurer, &c. 
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grammar, I would ask, whence has that gran^tnar derived its 
laws? If from general use, (and I cannot conceive. another 
origin,) then it must be owned, that there is a general use in 
that language as well as in others ; and it were absurd to accuse 
the langi^age which is purely what is conformable to generalise 
in speaking and writing, as offending against general use. - But 
if he meant to say, that there is no fixed, established, or 
general use in the language, that it is quite irregular, he hath 
been very unlucky in his manner of expressing himself. No- 
thing is more evident, than that where there is no law there is 
no transgression. In that case, he ought to have said that it 
is not susceptible of grammar; which, by the way^ would not 
have been true of English, or ilideed of any the most uncultivated 
language on the earth. 

It is easy then to assign the reason, why. the justness of the 
complaint, as .Doctor Lowth observes,^ has never yet been 
questioned ; it is purely because, not being understood, it hath 
never been minded, l^ut if, according to this ingenious gentle- 
man, the words our language^ have, by a new kind of trope, 
been used to denote those who speak and write English, and 
no more have been intended than to signify, that our best 
speakers and most approved authors frequently offend against 
the rules of grammar, that is, against the general use of lan- 
guage, I shall not here enter on a discussion of the question. 
Only let us rest in these as fixed principles, that use, or the 
custom of speaking, is the sole original standard of conversa- 
tion, as far as regards the expression, and the custom of writing 
is the sole standard of style : that the latter comprehends the 
former, and something more ; that to the tribunal of use, as to 
the supreme authority, and consequently, in every grammatical 
controversy, the last resort, we are entitled to appeal from the 
laws and the dec^ions of grammarians ; and that this order of 
subordination ought never, on any account, to be reversed.^ 

But if use be here a matter of such consequence, it will be 
necessary, before advancing any further, to ascertain precisely 
what it is. We shall otherwise be in danger, though we agree 
about the name, of differing widely in the notion that we assign 
to it. 


Sbotion I . — Reputable Use. 

In what extent then must the word be understood ? It is 
sometimes called general use ; yet is it not manifest that the 

• Preface to hia Introduction to English Grammar. 

^ Non ratione nititur analogia, sed ©xempio : neo lex est loquendi, sed obser- 
▼atio: nt ipiMB anttloiriMa rbU. res alia fecerit qusm consuetudo. Quint. 

Inst. 1. i. c. 6. 
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generalif^ of people speak and write very badly? Nay, is not 
this a t^th that will be even generally acknowledged ? It will 
be so; and this very acknowledgment shows that many terms 
and idioms may be common, which nevertheless, have not the 
general sanction, no, nor even the suflfrage of those^ that use 
them. The use here spoken of, implies not only currency.^ but 
vayiie. It is properly reputable custom. 

This leads to a dStinction between good use and bad use in 
laii^Viage, the former of which will be found to have the appro- 
bation of those who have not themselves attained it. The far 
greater part of mankind, perhaps nin6ty-nine of a hundred, are, 
by reason poverty and other circumstances, deprived of the 
advantages of education, and condemned to toil for bread, 
almost incessantly, in some narrow occupation. They have 
neither the leisure nor the means of attaining any knowledge, 
except what lies within the contracted circle of their several 
professions. As the ideas which occupy their minds are few, 
the portion of the language known to them must be very scanty. 
It is impossible that our language of words sjbould outstrip our 
knowledge of things. * It may, and often doth, come short of it. 
Words may be remembered as sounds, but cannot be under- 
stood as signs, whilst we remain unacquainted with the things 
signified. 

Hence It will happen, that in the lower walks of life, from 
the intercourse which all ranks occasionally have with one 
another, the people will frequently have occasion to hear 
words of which they never had occasion to learn the meaning. 
These they will pick up and remember, produce and misapply. 
But there is rarely any uniformity in such blunders, or any 
thing determinate in the senses they give to words which are 
not within their sphere. Nay, they are not themselves alto- 
gether unconscious of this defect. It often ariseth from an 
admiration of the manner of their superiors, and from an ill- 
judged imitation of their way of speaking, that the greatest 
errors of the illiterate, in respect of conversation, proceed. And 
were they sensible how widely different their use and ^plica- 
tibn of such words is, from that of those whom they affect to 
imitate, they would renounce their own immediately. 

But it may be said, and said with truth, that in such subjects 
as are within their reach, many words and idioms prevail ampng 
the populace which, notwithstanding a use pretty uniform and 
extensive, are considered as corrupt, and like counterfeit money, 
thc^h common, not valued. This is the ease particularly with 
tboao teripa and phrases which critics have denominate w/- 
garism* Their use is not reputable. On the contrary, we 
always associate with it such notions of meanness, as suit those 
oinlers^ of fobtt amo whom chie% the use is fouhd^^^^^ 
it is lhat many, who h^ contracted a habit of emplbyiii% 
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idioms, do not approve them ; and though, through negligence, 
they frequently fall into thejp in conversation, they Qarefully 
avoid them in writing, or even in a solemn speech on any im- 
portant occasion* Their currency, therefore, is without author- 
ity and weight. The tattle of children hath a currency, but, 
however universal their manner of corrupting words may be 
among themselves, it can never cstablisfi what is accounted use 
in language. Now, what children are tolnen, that prmsely 
the ignorant are to the knowing. 

From the practice of those who are conversant in any art, 
elegant or mechanical, we^always take the sense of the terms 
and phrases belonging to that art ; in like manneif from the 
practice of those vs^ho have had a liberal education, and are 
therefore presumed to be best acquainted with men and things, 
judge of the general use in language. If in this particular 
there be any deference to tlic practice of the great and rich, it 
is not ultimately because they are greater and richer than 
others, but because, from their greatness and riches, they are 
imagined to be wiser and more knowing. The source, there- 
fore, of that preference which distingiiisheth good use from bad 
in language, is a natural propension of the human mind to be- 
lieve that those are the best judges of the proper signs, and of 
the proper application of them, who understand best the things 
which they represent. 

But who are they that in the public estimation are possessed 
of this character? This question is of the greatest moment for 
ascertaining that use which is entitled to the epithets rej)utable 
and good. Vaugelas makes them in France to be the sound- 
est pai't of the court, and the soundest part of the authors of 
the age.”^ With us Britons, the first part at least of this 
description will not answer. In France, which is a pure 
monarchy, as the dependence of the inferior orders is much 
greater, their submission to their superiors, and the humble 
respect which in every instance they show them, seem, in our 
way of judging, to border even upon adoration. With us, on 
the contrary, who in our spirit, as well as in the constitution of 
our government, have more of the republican than of the 
monarchical, there is no remarkable partiality in favour of 
courtiers. At least their being such rarely enhanceth our 
opinion either of their abilities or of their virtues. 

I would not by this be understood to signify, that the pri- 
mary principle which gives rise to the distinction between good 
Ese and bad in language, is different in diflferent countries. It is 
not ori^naily^ even in France, a deference to power, but to 


** Void comme 1© Von usage. C’ost la fa^on de parler de la 

P*ns saine partie de la eoiUbrla^nient ^ la fa^on d’ecrire de la plus saine 
partie aatours du idiia, Prefiee a«x Remarques sur la Langue Franij aise. 
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wisdom. ^ Only it must be remarked, that the tendency of the 
imagination is to accumulate all great qualities into the same 
character. Wherever we find one or two of these, we naturally 
presume the rest. This is particularly true of those qualities, 
which by their immediate consequences strongly affect the ex- 
ternal senses. We are in a manner dazzled by them. — Hence 
it happens, that it is difficult even for a man of discernment, 
till he be better instructed by experience, to restrain a venera- 
tion for the judgment of a person of uncommon splendour and 
magnificence; as if one who is more powerful and opulent 
than his 'neighbours were of necessity wiser too. Now, this 
original bias of the mind some political constitutions serve to 
strengthen, others to correct. 

But without resting the matter entirely on the difference in 
respect of goveimment between France and Britain, the British 
court is commonly too fluctuating an object. Use in language 
requires firmer ground to stand upon. No doubt, the conver- 
sation of men of rank and eminence, whether of the court or not, 
will have its influence. And in what concerns merely the pro- 
nunciation, it is the only rule to which we can refer the matter 
in every doubtful case ; but in what concerns the words them- 
selves, their construction and application, it is of importance to 
have some certain, steady, and well-known standard to recur to, 
a standard which every one hath access to canvass and examine. 

And this can be no other than authors of reputation. Accord- 
ingly, we find that these are, by universal consent, in actual 
possession of this authority; as to this tribunal, when any doubt 
arises, the appeal is always made. 

I choose to name them authors of reputation, rather than 
good authors, for two reasons: first, because it is more strictly 
conformable to the truth of the case. It is solely the esteem of 
the public, and not their intrinsic merit (though these two go 
generally together), which raises them to this distinction, and 
stamps a value on their language. Secondly, this character is 
more definitive than the other, and therefore more extensively 
intelligible. Between two or more authors, different readers 
i^iU differ exceedingly, as to the preference in point of merit, 
who agree perfectly as to the respective places they hold in the 
favour of the public. You may find persons of a taste so par- 
ticular as to prefer Parnell to Milton; but you will hardly find 
a person that will dispute the superiority of the latter in the 
a^ide of fame. For this reason, I affirm that Vaugelas’ defi- 
idticn labours under an essential defect; inasmuch as it may 
he^ dlifficult topieet with two persons whose judgments entirely 
coincide in determining who are the sounder parif of the court, 
or of the authors of the age. I need scarcely ddd, that when I 
speak of reputation, 1 mean not only in regard to knowledge, 
but in regard to the talent of communicating knowledge. I 
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could name writers, who, in respect of the first, have been 
justly valued by the public, but who, on account of a supposed 
deficiency in respect of the second, are considered as of no 
authority in language. 

Nor is there the least ground to fear that we should be 
cramped here within too narrow limits. In the English tongue 
there is a plentiful supply of noted wrifings in all the various 
kinds of composition, in prose and verse, serious and ludicrous, 
grave and familiar. Agreeably then to this first qualification of 
the terra, we must understand to be comprehended under gene- 
ral use, ivhatever modes of speech are authorized as good by the 
writings of a great number^ if not the majority^ of celebrated 
authors. 


Section IT . — National Use, 

Another qualification of the term use which deserves our 
attention, is that it must be national. This I consider in a 
twofold view, as it stands opposed both to provincial and to 
foreign. 

In cveiy province there arc peculiarities of dialect which 
affect not only the pronunciation and the accent, but even the 
inflection and the combination of words, whereby their idiom is 
distinguished both from that of the nation and from that ' 
of every other province. The narrowness of the circle to which 
the currenej^ of the words and phrases of such dialects is con- 
fined, sufiSciently discriminates them fi’om that which is pro- 
perly styled the language, and which commands a circulation 
incomparably wider. This is one reason, I imagine, why the 
term use^ on this subject, is commonly accompanied with the 
epithet general. In the use of provincial idioms, there is, it 
niust be acknowledged, a pretty considerable concurrence both 
of the middle and of the lower ranks. But still this use is 
bounded by the province, county, or district, which gives name 
to the dialect, and beyond which its peculiarities are sometimes 
nnintelligibli^. and always ridiculous. But the language, pro- 
perly so called, is found current, especially in the upper and the 
iiiiddle ranks, over the whole British empire. Thus, though in 
every province they ridicule the idiom of every other province, 
fbey all vail to the English idiom, and scruple not to acknow- 
ledge its superiority over their own. 

For example, in some parts of Wales, (If we may credit 
^hakspeare,^') the common people say goot for good ; in the • 
^uth of Scotland they said gude^ and in the* north gueed. 
Wherever one of these pronunciations prevails, you will never 

® Fluelltjp iu Henry V. 

L 
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hear from a native either of the other two ; but the word good 
is to be heard every where from natives as well as strangers ; 
nor do the people ever dream that there is any thing laughable 
in it, however much they are disposed to laugh at the county- 
accents and idioms which they discern in one anothex’. Nay 
more, though the people of distant provinces do not understand 
one another, they moAly all understand one who speaks pro- 
perly. It is a just and curious observation of Dr. Kcnrick, 
that the case of languages, or rather speech, being quite con- 
trary to that of science, in the former the ignorant understand 
the learned better than the learned do the ignorant ; in the 
latter, it is otherwise.”^ 

Hence it will perhaps be found true, upon inquiry, notwith- 
standing its paradoxical appearance, that though it be very un- 
common to speak or write pure ‘English, yet, of all the idioms 
subsisting amongst us, that to which we give the character of 
purify is the commonest. The faulty idioms do not jar more 
with true English, than they do with one another ; so that, in 
order to our being satisfied of the truth of the apparent para- 
dox, it is requisite only that we remember that these idioms are 
diverse one from another, though they come under the common 
denomination of impme. Those wiio wander from the road 
may be incomparably more than those who travel in it; and 
yet, if it be into a thousand different bypaths that they deviate, 
* there may not in any one of these be found so many as those 
whom you wDl meet upon the king’s highway. 

What hath been now said of provincial dialects^ may, with 
very little variation, be applied to professional dialects, or the 
cant which is sometimes observed ti^revail among those of the 
same profession or way of life. The currency of the latter 
cannot be so exactly circumscribed as that of the former, whose 
distinction is purely local ; but their use is not on that account 
either more extensive or more reputable. Let the following 
serve as instances of this kind. Advice^ in the commercial 
idiom, means information or intelligence; nervom^ in open 
defiance of analogy, doth in the medical cant, as Johnson ex- 
presseth it, denote, having weak nerves ; and the word turtk, 
though pre-occupied time immemorial by a species of dove, is> 
as we learn from the same authority, employed by sailors and 
gluttons to signify a tortoise.^ 

It was remarked, that national might also be opposed to 
foreign. I imagine it is too evident to need illustration? 
the introduction of extraneous words and idioms, from other 
languages and foreign nations, cannot be a smaller transgres' 
sion against \he established custom of the English tongne, 

^ Bhet, Oram, chap. ii. sect. 4. 

7 thaflA m fliA ir.ncii>U«li / 
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than the introduction of words and Idioms peculiar to some 
precincts of England, or at least somewhere current within the 
British pale. The only material difference between them is, 
that the one is more commonly the error of the learned, the 
other of the vulgar. But if, in this view, the former is entitled 
^to greater indulgence from the respec^t paid to learning; in 
another view, it is entitled to less, as it is much more commonly 
the result of affectation. Thusr two essential qualities of usage, 
in regard to language, have been settled, that it be both repii- 
table and naiionaL 


Section III . — Present Use. ' 

But there will naturally arise here another question, Is not 
use, even good and national use, in the same country, different 
in different periods ? And if so, to the usage of what period 
shall we attach ourselves, as the proper rule ? If you say the 
present^ as it may reasonably be expected that you will, the dif- 
ficulty is not entirely removed. In what extent of signification 
must we understand the y/oriX present^ How far may we safely 
range in quest of authorities ? or, at what distance backwards 
from this moment are authors still to be accounted as possessing 
a legislative voice in language ?” To this I own it is difficult 
to give an answer with all the precision that might be desired. 
Yet it is certain, that when we are in search of precedents for 
any word or idiom, there are certain mounds which we cannot 
overleap with safety. For instance, the authority of Hooker 
or of Raleigh, however great their merit and their fame be, will 
not now be admitted in support of a term or expression not to 
be found in any good writer of a later date. 

In truth, the boundary must not be fixed at the same dis- 
tance In every subject. Poetry hath ever been allowed a 
wider range than prose ; and it is but just that, by an indul- 
gence of this kind, some compensation should be made for the 
peculiar restraints she is laid under by the measure. Nor is 
this only a matter of convenience to the poet ; it is also a matter 
of gratification to the reader. Diversity in the style relieves 
the ear, and prevents its being tired with the too frequent re- 
currence of the rhymes, or sameness of the metre. But still 
thei|L are limits to this diversity. The authority of Milton and 
of Waller, on this article, remains as yet unquestioned. I 
should not think it prudent often to introduce words or phrases 
^f which np^ example could be produced sincQ the days of 

And even in prose, ^he bounds are not the same for every 
kind of comppsitipn. In matters of science, for instance, whose 
terms, from the nature of the thing, are not capable of such a 
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currency as those which belong to ordinary subjects, and are 
within the reach of ordinary readers, there is no necessity of 
confining an author within a very narrow circle. But in com- 
posing pieces which come under this last* denomination, as 
history, romance, travels, moral essays, familiar letters, and the 
like, it is safest for a^n author to consider those words and. 
idioms as obsolete, which have been disused by all good 
authors for a longer period than the age of man extends to. 
It is not by ancient, but by present use, that our style must be 
regulated. And that use can never be denominated present, 
which hath been laid aside time imrrfemorial, or, which amounts 
to the same thing, falls not within the knowledge or remem- 
brance of any now living.^ 

This remark not only affects terms and phrases, but also the 
declension, combination, and the construction of words. Is it 
not then surprising to find, that one of Lowth’s penetration 
should think a single person entitled to revive a form of inflec- 
tion in a particular word, which had been rejected by all good 
writers, of every denomination, for more than a hundred and 
fifty years But if present use is to be denounced for ancient, 
it \yill be necessary to determine at w^hat precise period anti- 
quity is to be regarded as a rule. One inclines to remove the 
standard to the distance of a century and a half ; another may, 
with as ^ood reason, fix it three centuries backwards, and 
another six. And if the language of any of these periods is to 
be judged by the use of any other, it wall be found, no doubt, 
entirely barbarous. To me it is so evident, either that the pre- 
sent use must be the standard of the present language, or that 
the language admits no standard whatsoever, that I cannot 
conceive a clearer or more indisputable principle, from which 
to bring an argument to support it. 

Yet it is certain, that even some of our best critics and 
grammarians talk occasionally as if they had a notion of some ' 
other standard, though they never give us a single hint to dii’cct 
us where to search for it. Dr. Johnson, for example, in the 
preface to his very valuable dictionary, acknowledges properly 
the absolute dominion of custom over language, and yet, in the 
explanation of particular words, expresseth himself sometimes 

® Nam fuerit peno ridiculum malle sermonem quo locuti sunt homines, 
quam quo loquantur. Quint. Inst. 1. i. cap. 6. 

® Introd. &c. In a note on the irregular verb sit, he says, ‘ ‘ Dr. Middle- 
ton hath, with great propriety, restored the true participle sitten.'* would 
he not have acted with as great propriety, had he restored the true parti- 
ciples, pight for pitched, raught for reached, blent for blended, and shright for 
snriehed, on full as good authority, the authority of Spenser, one of the 
sweetest of our rfheient bards ? And why might not'Dr. Lowth himself have, 
with great propriety, restored the true participles kitten, casten, letten, putten, 
setten, shutten, slitten, splitten, founden, grounden, of the verbs hit, cast, let* 
put, set, shut, slit, split, find, grind : for it would not be impossible to pJ*®" 
duce antiquated authors in support of all theso.*.-.Bo8ides, they are all used 
to this day in some provincial dialects. 



CHAP. 1.] 


OF RHETORIC. 


149 


in a manner that is inconsistent with this doctrine, ‘‘ This 
word/’ says he in one place, though common, and used by the 
best writers, is perhaps barbarous.”^ I have always understood 
a barbarism in speech to be a term or expression totally unsup- 
ported by the present usage of good writers in the language. 
A meaning very different is suggested h^re, but what that mean- 
ing is it will not be easy to conjecture. Nor has this celebrated 
^vriter given us, on the word barbarous^ any definition of the 
term which will throw light on his application of it in the pas- 
sage quoted. I entirely agree with Doctor Priestley, that it will 
never be the arbitrary rules of any man, or body of men what- 
ever, that will ascertain the language,^ there being no other 
dictator here but use. 

It is indeed easier to discoyer the aim of our critics in their 
observations on this subject, than the meaning of the terms 
which they employ. These are often employed without preci- 
sion; their aim, however, is generally good. It is, as much as 
possible, to give a check to innovation. But the means which 
they use for this purpose have sometimes even a contrary 
tendency. If you will replace what hath been long since ex- 
punged from the language, and extirpate what is firmly rooted, 
undoubtedly you yourself become an innovator. If you desert 
the present use, and by your example at least, establish it as a 
maxim, that every critic may revive at pleasure old-fashioned 
terms, inflections, and combinations, and make such alterations 
ou words as will bring them nearer to what he supposeth to be 
the ctfinon, there can be nothing fixed or stable on the subject. 
Possibly you prefer the usage that prevailed in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth ; another may, with as good reason, have a 
partiality for that which subsisted in the days of Chaucer. And 
with regard to etymology, about which grammarians make so 
much useless bustle, if every one hath a privilege of altering 
words, according to his own opinion of their origin, the opinions 
of the learned being on this subject so various, nothing but a 
general chaos can ensue. 

On the other hand, it may be said, “ Are we to catch at 
every new-fashioned term and phrase which whim or afi^ctation 
may invent, and folly circulate? Can this ever tend to give 
either dignity to our style, or permanency to our language?” It 
cannot, surely. This leads to a further explanation and liinita- 
tiouAof the term present use, to prevent our being misled hy a 
mere name. It is possible, nay, it is common, for men, in avoid- 
ing one error, to run into another and a worse.® There is a 
mean in every thing. I have purposely avoided tjie expressions 
recent use and moaern use, as tnese seem to stand m direct 

^ See the word Nowadays. 

Preface to his Rudiments of English Grammar. 

In vitium ducit culpee fhga, si caret arte. Hor. De Arte Poet. 
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opposition to what is ancient But I have used the word pre^^ 
sent which) in respect of place, is always opposed to absent^ and 
in respect of time, to past or future, that now have no existence. 
When, therefore, the word is used of language, its proper con- 
trary is not ancient but obsolete. Besides, though I have 
acknowledged language to be a species of mode or fashion, as 
doubtless it is, yet, being much more permanent than articles of 
apparel, furniture, and tlie like, that, in regard to their form, are 
under the dominion of that inconstant power, I have avoided 
also using the words fashionable and modish, which but too 
generally convey the ideas of novelty and levity. Words, there- 
fore, are by no means to be accounted the worse for being old, 
if they are not obsolete ; neither is any word the better for 
being new. On the contrary, some time is absolutely necessary 
to constitute that custom or use, on which the establishment of 
words depends. 

If we recur to the standard already assigned, namely, the 
writings of a plurality of celebrated authors ; there will be no 
scope for the comprehension of words and idioms which can be 
denominated novel and upstart. It must be owned that wc 
often meet with such terms and phrases in newspapers, peri- 
odical pieces, and political pamphlets. The writers to the times 
rarely fail to have their performances studded with a competent 
number of these fantastic ornaments. A popular orator in the 
House of Commons hath a sort of patent from the public, dur- 
ing the continuance of his popularity, for coining as many as he 
pleases. And they are no sooner issued, than they obtrude 
themselves upon us from every quarter, in all the daily papers, 
letters, essays, addresses, &c. But this is of no significancy. 
Such words and phrases are but the insects of a season at the 
most. The people, always fickle, are just as prompt to drop 
them, as they w ere to take them up. And not one of a hundred 
survives the particular occasion or party-struggle which gave it 
birth. We may justly apply to them what Johnson says of a 
great number of the terms of the laborious and mercantile part 
of the people, This fugitive cant cannot be regarded as any 
part oAhe durable materials of a language, and therefore must 
be suffered to perish, with other things unworthy of preserva- 
tion.”* 

As use, therefore, implies duration, and as even a few years 
are not sufficient for ascertaining the characters of authors, I 
have, for the most part, in the following sheets, taken my prose 
examples, neither from living authors, nor those who wrote be- 
fore the Revolution; not from the first, because an author’s 
feme is not so firmly established in his lifetime; nor from the 
last, that there may be no suspicion that the style is super- 


* Preface to bis Dictionary. 
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annuatcd. The vulgar translation of the Bible I must indeed ex- 
cept from this restriction. The continuance and universality 
of its use throughout the British dominions affords an obvious 
reason for the exception. 

Thus I have attempted to explain vrhat that use is, which 
is the sole mistress of language, and to ascertain the precise 
Import and extent of these her essential attributes, reputable^ 
national^ and present^ and to give the directions proper to be 
observed in searching for the laws of this empress. In truth, 
grammar and criticism aro^but her ministers ; and though, like 
other ministers, they would sOtnetimes impose the dictates of 
tlieir own humour upon the people, as the commands of their 
sovereign, they are not so often successful in such attempts 
as to encourage the frequent Tepetition of them. 


CHAPTER II. 

Tilt nature and use of verbal Criticism^ with its principal 
Canons. 


The first thing in elocution that claims our attention is purity ; 
all its other qualities have their foundation in this. The great 
standard of purity is use, whose essential properties, as regard- 
ing language, have been considered and explained in the pre- 
ceding chapter. But before I proceed to illustrate and specify 
the various offences against purity, or the different ways in 
which it may be violated, it will be proper to inquire so much 
further into the nature of the subject, as will enable us to fix 
on some general rules or canons, by which, in all our particu- 
lar decisions, we ought to be directed. This I have judged the 
more necessary, as mai!y of the verbal criticisms which have 
been made on English authors, since the beginning of the pre- 
sent century (for in this island we had little or nothing of the 
kind before), seem to have proceeded either from no settled 
principles at all, or from such ad will not bear a*near examina- 
tion. There is this further advantage in beginning with estab- 
hshing Certain canons, that, if thej^ shall be found reasonable, 
they will tend to make what remains of our road both shorter 
8-nd clearer than it would otherwise have been. Much in 
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the way of illustration and eviction may be saved, on the parti- 
cular remarks. And if, on the contrary, they should not be 
reasonable, and consequently the remarks raised on them should 
not be well founded, no way that I can think of bids fairer for 
detecting the fallacy, and preventing every reader from being 
misled. A fluent and specious, but superficial manner of 
criticizing, is very apt to take at * first, even with readers 
whom a deliberate examination into the principles on which 
the whole is built, would quickly undeceive. 

But,” it may be said, if custom, which is so capricious 
and unaccountable, is cveiy thhig in language, of what signi- 
ficance is either the grammarian or the critic?” Of consider- 
able significance notwithstanding ; and of most then when they 
confine themselves to their legal departments, and do not usurp 
an authority that doth not belong to them. The man who, in 
a country like ours, should compile a succinct, perspicuous, and 
faithful digest of the laws, though no lawgiver, would be uni- 
versally acknowledged to be a public benefactor. How easy 
would that important branch of knowledge be rendered by such 
a work, in comparison of what it must be, when we have 
nothing to have recourse to, but a labyrinth of statutes, reports, 
and opinions. That man also would be of considerable use, 
though not in the same degree, who should vigilantly attend to 
every illegal practice that was beginning to prevail, and evince 
its danger, by exposing its contrariety to law. Of similar 
benefit, though in a different sphere, are grammar and criticism. 
In language, the grammarian is properly the compiler of the 
digest ; and the verbal critic, the man who seasonably notifies 
the abuses that are creeping in. Both tend to facilitate the 
study of the tongue to strangers, and to render natives more 
perfect in the knowledge of it, to advance general use into 
universal, and to give a greater stability at least, if not a per- 
manency, to custom, the most mutable thing in nature. These 
are advantages which, with a moderate share of attention, may 
be discovered from what hath been already said on the subject : 
but they are not the only advantages. From what I shall have 
occasion to observe afterwards, it will probably appear, that 
these arts, by assisting to suppress every unlicensed term, and 
to stigmatize every improper idiom, tend to give greater preci- 
sion^ and consequently more perspicuit^and beauty to our style. 

The observations made in the preceding chapter, might easily 
be converted into so many canons of criticism, by which, what- 
ever is repugnant to reputable, to national, or to present use, 
in the sense wherein these epithets have been explained, would 
be condemned as a transgression of the radical laws of the 
language. But on this subject of use, there arise two eminent 
questions, the determination of which may lead to the establish- 
ment of other canons not less important. The first question is 
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this, Is reputable, national, and present use, which, for bre- 
vity’s sake, I shall hereafter simply denominate good use, always 
uniform in her decisions ? ” The second is, As no term, 
idiom, or application, that is totally unsupported by her, can 
be admitted to be good, is every term, idiom, and application 
that is countenanced by her, to be estdiemed good, and there- 
fore worthy to be retained ? ” 

Section I . — Good use not always uniform in her decisions. 

In answer to the former of these questions, I acknowledge, 
that in every case there is not a perfect uniformity in the deter- 
minations, even of such use as may justly be denominated good. 
Wherever a considerable number of authorities can be produced 
Hi support of two different though resembling modes of expres- 
sion for the same thing, there is always a divided use, and one 
cannot be said to speak barbarously, or to oppose the usage of 
the language, who conforms to either side.^ This divided use 
hath place sometimes in single words, sometimes in construction, 
and sometimes in arrangement. In all such cases there is scope 
for choice ; and it belongs, without question, to the critical 
art, to lay down the principles by which, in doubtful cases, 
our choice should be directed. 

There are, indeed, some differences in single words, which 
ought still to be retained. They arc a kind of synonymas, and 
afford a little variety, without occasioning any inconvenience 
whatever.^ In arrangement, too, it certainly holds that various 
manners suit various styles, as various styles suit various sub- 
jects, and various sorts of composition. F or this reason, un- 
less when some obscurity, ambiguity, or inelegance is created, 
no disposition of words which hath obtained the public appro- 
bation ought to be altogether rejected. In construction the 
case is somewhat different. Purity, perspicuity, and elegance 
generally require, that in this there be the strictest uniformity. 
Yet differences here are not only allowable, but even convenient, 

® The words nowise^ noway^ and noways^ aftbrd a proper instance of this 
divided use. Yet our learned and Ingenious lexicographer hath denominated 
all those who either write or pronounce the word noways^ ignorant barbarians. 
These ignorant barbarians (but he hath surely not adverted to this circum- 
stance) are only Pope, and and Addison, and Locke, and several others 

of our most celebrated writers. This censure is the more astonishing, that 
oven in this form which he has thought 6t to repudiate, the meaning assigned 
to it is strictly conformable to that which etymology, according to his own ex- 
plication, would suggest. See Johnson's Dictionary on the words nowise and 
^l^^^ticularly j^he senses of way, marked with these numbers, 15, 16, 18, 

® Such are; subterranean and subtei^ranoous, homogeneal and homogeneous, 
autheatie and authentical, isle and island, mount and mountain, clime and 
olimate, near and nigh, betwixt ^d between, amongst and among, amidst 
and amid. NOr 'do I see any hurt that would ensue from adding nowise and 
to tWhuniber, 
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wken attended with correspondent differences in the application. 
Thus the verb to founds when used literally, is more properly 
foilowed by the preposition on^ as, The house was founded 
on a rock ; ” in the metaphorical application, it is often better 
with zn, as in this sentence, They maintained, that dominion 
is founded in grace.” 'Both sentences would be badly e^:pre88- 
ed, if these prepositions were transposed, though there are 
perhaps cases wherein either would be good. In those instan- 
ces,' therefore, of divided use, which give scope for option, the 
following canons arc humbly proposed, in order to assist us in 
assigning the preference. Let it, in the mean time, be remem- 
ber^, as a point always presupposed, that the authorities on 
the opposite sides are equal, or nearly so. When those of one 
side greatly preponderate, it is in vain to oppose the prevailing 
usage. Custom, when wavering, may be swayed, but when re- 
luctant, will not be forced. And in this department a person 
never effects so little, as when he attempts too much.^ 

Canon the first 

The first canon, then, shall be. When use is divided as to any 

E articular word or phrase, and the expression used by one part 
ath been pre-occupied, or is in any instance susceptible of a 
different signification, and the expression employed by the 
other part never admits a different sense, both perspicuity and 
variety require, that the form of expression which is in every 
instance strictly univocal be preferred. 

For this reason aught, signifying any thing, is preferable to 
ought, which is one of our defective verbs : hy consequence, 
meaning consequently, is preferable to of consequence ; as this 
expression is often employed to denote momentous or impor- 
tant. • In the preposition toward and towards, and the adverbs 
forward and forwards, backward and backwards, the two forms 
are used indiscriminately. But as the first form in all these is 
also an adjective, it is better to confine the particles to the 
second. Custom, too, seems at present to lean this way. Be- 

7 For this reason it is to no purpose to Johnson to pronounce the word 
news a plural, (whatever it might have been in the days of Sidney and Ra- 
Mgh, ) since custom hath evidently determined otherwise. Nor is the ob- 
servation on the letter [s] in his Dictionary well founded, that “it seems to 
be established as a rule, that no noun singular should end with [s] single;’ 
the words alms, amends, summons, sous, genus, specks, genius, chorus, and 
several others, show the contrary. For the same reason the words averse 
and aversion are jpore properly construed with to than with /rom. The ex- 
amples in favour of the latter preposition are beyond comparison outnumbered 
by those in favour of the former. The argument from etymology is hero ot 
no value, being taken from the use of another language. the samo 

rule we were to regulate all nouns and verbs of Latm original, our present 
syn^x would be overturned. It is more conformable to English analog 
with to; the words dislike and hatred, nearly synonymous, are thus oonstruocu 
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sides and beside serve both as conjunctions and as prepositions.® 
There appears some tendency at present to assign to each a 
separate province. This tendency ought to be humoured by em- 
ploying only the former as the conjunction, the latter as the 
preposition. 

This principle like^^ise leads me to prefer extemporary as an 
adjective to extemporsy which is properly an adverb, and ought, 
for the sake of precision, to be restrained to that use. It is 
only of late that this last term begins to be employed adjec- 
tively. Thus we say, wi^h equal propriety, an extemporary 
prayer^ an extemporary sermoriy and, he prays extempore^ he 
preaches extempore. I know not how Dr. Priestley hath 
happened to mention the term externporaryj in a way which 
would make one think he considered it as a word peculiar to 
Mr. Hume. The word hath evidently been in good use for a 
lunger time than one thinks of searching back in quest of 
authorities, and remains in good use to this day. By the same • 
nile we ought to prefer scarcely y as an adverb, to scarccy which 
is an adjective; and exceedingly y^^ an adverb, to exceeding yV^hieh 
is a participle. For the same reason also I am inclined to prefer 
that use, which makes ye invariably the nominative plural 
of the personal pronoun thouy and you the accusative, when 
applied to an actual plurality. When used for the singular 
number, custom hath determined that it shall be you in noth 
cases. This renders the distinction rather more Important, as 
for the most part it would show directly, whether one or more 
were addressed; a point in which we are often liable to mistake 
in all modern languages. From the like principle, in those 
verbs which have for the participle passive both the preterite 
form and one peculiar, the peculiar form ought to have the pre- 
ference. Thus, I have gotteuy I have liiddeny I have sp>okeny are 
better than I have goty I have hidy I have spoke. ^ From the same 
principle I think ate is preferable in the preterite tense, and 
eaten in the participle, to eaty which is the constant form of the 
present, though sometimes also used for both the others. 

But though in this judgment concerning the participles I 
agree entirely with all our approved modern grammarians,! can 
by no means concur with some of them in their manner of sup- 
porting it. We should be immediately shocked,” says one of 
the best of them,^ at I have hxeWy I have sawy I have gave, &c., 
but our ears are grown familiar with I have wrotCy I have dranky 
1 have borcy &c. which are altogether as barbarous.” Nothing 

^r^Thwe^arly correspond to the conjunction prxterea an3 the proposition 

® Yet X should prefer, ** X hsiye heldf helped^ melted,** to “I have holden, 
fto/nen, moUeny ” these last participlos being now obsolete. Holden is indeed 

used when we speak formally of courts or public meetings. 

nowth’s Introduction to English Grammar. 
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can be more inconsistent, in my opinion, with the very first 
principles of grammar than what is here advanced. This in- 
genious gentleman surely will not pretend, that there is a bar- 
barism in every word which serves for preterite and participle 
both, else the far greater part of the preterites and participles 
of our tongue are barbarous. If not, what renders many of 
them, such as loved^ liatedy sent^ brought^ good English when em- 
ployed either way? I know no answer that can be given, but 
custom; that is, in other words, our ears are familiarized to 
them by frequent use. And what was ever meant by a barbar- 
ism in speech, but that which shocks us by violating the con- 
stant usage in speaking or in writing? If so, to be equally 
barbarous and to be equally shocking are synonymous ; whereas 
to be barbarous, and to be in familiar use, are a contradiction 
in terms. Yet in this manner docs our author often express him- 
self. ^^No authority,’^ says he in another place, is sufficient 
, to justify so manifest a solecism.” No man needed less to be 
informed that authority is every thing in language, and that it 
is the want of it alone that constitutes both the barbarism and 
the solecism. 


Canon the second. 

The second canon is, In doubtful cases regard ought to be 
had in our decisions to the analogy of the language. 

For this reason I prefer contemporary to cotemporary. The 
general use in words compounded with the inseparable preposi- 
tion con, is to retain the (n) before a consonant, ami to expunge 
it before a vowel or an (h) mute. Thus we say condisciple, 
conjuncture, concomitant; but co-equal, co-eternal, co-incide, 
co-heir. I know but one exception, which is co-partner. But 
in dubious cases we ought to follow the rule, and not the ex- 
ception. If by the former canon the adverbs backwards and 
forwards are * preferable to backward and forward; by this 
canon, from the principle of analogy, afterwards and home- 
wards should be preferred to afterward and homeward. Of the 
two adverbs thereabout and thereabouts, compounded of the 
particle there and the preposition, the former alone is analogical, 
there being no such word in the language as abouts. The same 
holds of hereabout and whereabout. In the verbs to dare, and 
ta need, many say in the third person present singular, dare 
md need, as ^^he need not go; ne dare not do it.” Others 
say, dares and needs. As the first usage is exceedingly irregu- 
lar, hardly any thing less than uniform practice could authorize 
it. This rule supplies us with another reason for preferring 
scarcely and exceedingly as adverbs to ecarce md exceeding- 
The phrases Would to God, and Would can both plead 
the authority of custom; but the latter is strictly anidogieal; 
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the former is not. It is an established idiom in the English 
tongue that any of the auxiliaries mighty could, would, slioidd, 
did, and had, with the nominative subjoined, should express 
sometimes a supposition, sometimes a wish : which of the two 
it expresses in any instance is easily discovered from the con- 
text. Thus the expression, ‘‘Woidd Ae^but ask it of me,” de- 
notes either, he loould, or I wish that he icould but ask it 
of me.” Would God, then is properly, I ivish that God would, 
or, 0 that God ivould. The other expression it is impossible 
to reconcile to analogy any way.^ For a like reason the phrase 
ever so, as when w^e say, ‘^though he were ever so good,” is 
preferable to 72ever so. In both these decisions I subscribe to 
the judgment of Dr. Johnson. Of the two phrases in 710 wise 
in three words, and nowise in one, the last only is conformable 
to the present genius of the tongue. The noun wise, signify- 
ing manner, is quite obsolete. It remains now only in compo- 
sition, in which, along with an adjective or other substantive, it 
forms an adverb or conjunction. Such are sidewise, lerigthwise, 
coastwise, C07it7^ariwise, likewise, othei^wise. These always 
preserve the compound form, and never admit a preposition ; 
consequently nowise, which is an adverb of the same order, 
ought analogically to be written in one word, and not to be pre- 
ceded by m. In every ancient style all these words were un- 
coinpounded, and had the preposition. They said in like ivise, 
and in other tvise.^ And even at present if custom were uni- 
form, as it is divided, in admitting in before 7iowise, it ought to 
be followed, though anomalous. In these matters it is foolish 
to attempt to struggle against the stream. All that I here plead 
for is, that when custom varies, analogy should decide the ques- 
tion. In the determination of this particular instance I differ 
from Dr. Priestley. Sometimes whether is followed by no, 
sometimes by not For instance some would say, Whether 
he will or no others, Whether he will or not^ Of these it 
is the latter only that is analogical. There is an ellipsis of the 
verb in the last clause, which when you supply, you find it ne- 

^ What has given rise to it is evidently the French Pliit h Dieu, of the same 
import. But it has not been adverted to (so servile commonly are imitators), 
that the verb »/aiVe is impersonal, and regularly construed with the preposition 
0 ; neither of which is the case with the English will and would. 

® In proof of this I shall produce a passage taken from the Prologue of 
the English translation of the Legenda Aurea, which seems to have been made 
towards the end of the fifteenth century. “I haue submysod my selfe to 
translate into Englysshe the legende of sayntes whyche is called legenda aurea 
lu latyn ; That is to save, the golden legende. For in lyke wyse as golde 
IS moost noble aboue all other metallys ; in lyke wise i& thys legende holden 
”Joost noble aboue all ot W werkes. ” About the time that ovSf present version 
91 the Scriptures was made, the old usage was wearing out. The phrase 

/lAc wise occurs but once (Matt. xxi. 24), whereas the compound term 

occurs frequently We find in several places, on this wise, in any 

and m no wise. The tWo first phrases are now obsolete, and the third 
eems to be in the state which Dr. Johnson calls obsolescent. 
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cessary to use the adverb not^ Whether he will or will notr 
I shall only add, that by both the preceding canons we ought 
always to say rend in the present of the indicative and of the 
infinitive, and never 7^enty as is sometimes done. The latter 
term hath been pre-occupied by the preterite and the participle 
passive, besides that it is only in this application that it can be 
said to be used analogically. For this reason, the active parti- 
ciple ought always to be rending and not renting. 


Canon the third. 

The third canon is, When the terms or expressions are in 
other respects equal, that ought to be preferred which is most 
agreeable to the ear. 

This rule hath perhaps a greater chance of being observed 
than any other, it having been the general bent for some time 
to avoid harsh sounds and unmusical periods. Of this we 
have many examples. Delicateness hath very properly given 
way to delicacy ; and for a like reason authenticity will pro- 
bably soon displace autheniicalnessy and vindictive dispossess 
vindicative altogether. Nay, a regard to sound hath, in some 
instances, had an influence on the public choice, to the preju- 
dice of both the former canons, which, one would think, ought 
to be regarded as of more importance. Thus the terra inge- 
nuity hath obtained a preference to ingeniousness y though the 
former cannot be deduced analogically from ingenious y and had 
besides been pre-occupied, and consequently would be ec^uivo- 
cal, being a regular derivative from the term ingenuousy if the 
newer acceptation had not before now supplanted the other 
altogether. 

Canon the fourth. 

The fourth canon is. In cases wherein none of the foregoing 
rules gives either side a ground of preference, a regard to sim- 
plicity (in which I include etymology when manifest) ought to 
determine our choice.. 

Under the name simplicity, I must be understood to com- 
prehend also brevity ; wr that expression is always the sim- 
riest which, with equal purity and perspicuity, is the briefest. 
Wq have, for instance, several active verbs which are used 
either with or without a preposition indiscriminately. Thus 
we say either ace^t or accept of admit or admit of approve 
or approve of; in lixe manner address or address tOy attain or 
aitain t<h In such instances it will hold, 1 suppo^^, pr^^^X 
generally, that the simple form is preferable. This 
particularly in the passive voice, in which every one tntist 
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the difference. ITis present was accepted of by his friend.’’ 
— ^^His exeuse was admitted of by bis master.” — The 
magistrates were addressed to by the townsmen/’ are evidently 
much worse than, His present was accepted by his friend.” 
— His excuse was admitted by his master.” — The magis- 
trates were addressed by the townsmen.” We have but too 
many of this awkward, disjointed soft of compounds, and 
therefore ought not to multiply them without necessity. Now, 
if once the preposition should obtain in the active voice, the 
rules of syntax will absolutely require it in the passive. Some- 
times, indeed, the verb hath two i^gimcns, and then the pre- 
position is necessary to one of them, as, I address myself to 
ray judges.” — “ They addressed their vows to Apollo.” But 
of such cases I am not here speaking. 

Both etymology and analogy, as well as euphony and sim- 
plicity, determine us in preferring subtract to substract, and 
consequently subtraction to substraction.^ 


Canon the fifth. 

The fifth and only other canon that occurs to me on the 
subject of divided use is. In the few cases wherein neither 
perspicuity nor analogy, neither sound nor simplicity assists 
us in fixing our choice, it is safest to prefer that manner which 
is most conformable to ancient usage. 

This is founded on a very plain maxim, that in lan^age, as 
in several other things, change itself, unless when it is clearly 
advantageous, is ineligible. This affords another reason for 
preferring that usage which distinguishes ye as the nominative 
plural of thou^ when more than one are addressed, from you 
the accusative. For it may be remarked, that this distinction 
is very regularly observed in our translation of the Bible, as 
well as in all our best ancient authors. Milton, too, is parti- 
cularly attentive to it. The words causey and causeway are at 
present used promiscuously, though I do not know whether 
there be any difference but in the spelling. The old way is 
causey j whicn, as there appears no good reason for altering it, 

Subtract is reg^ularly deduced fVom the supine subtractum of the Latin 
verb suhtrahq^ in the same way as act from actum, the supine of ago, and 
translate from translatum, the supine of transfero. But it would bo ^ite un- 
exampled to derive the English verb ft*om the French soustraire. Besides, 
there is not anotlwr instance in the ian^age of a word beginning with the 
Uatm preposition sub, where the sub is followed by s, unless when the 
original word compounded with the preposition begins with»an s. Thus we 
^^oscribe from sub .and scriho, subsist from sub and sisto, substitute from 
^0 and statue. But we cannot say substraet from sub and straho, there being 
0 such Word, l^heris cah be no. doubt, therefore, that a mistaken etymology, 
arising from an aShity to the French term, notin the verb, but in the ver- 
oai noun, has given riso to this harsh anomaly. 
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ought to be held the best. The alteration, I suppose, hath 
sprung from some mistaken notion about the etymology ; but 
if the notion had been just, the reason would not have been 
sufficient. It tends, besides, either to introduce a vitiated 
pronunciation, or to add to the anomalies in orthography (by 
far too numerous already), with which the language is encum- 
bered. Much the sailie may be said of jail and gaol^ jailer 
and gaoler. That jail and jailer liave been first used, is pro- 
bable, from the vulgar translation of the Bible.^ The quota- 
tions on the other side from Shakspeare are not much to be 
minded, as it is well knowrPthat his/^ditors have taken a good 
deal of freedom with his orthography. The argument, from 
its derivation from theflVench geoUj is very puerile. For the 
same reason we ought to write jarter^ and not garter y and 
plead the spelling of the French primitive jartiere. Nor 
would it violate the laws of pronunciation in Englisli, more to 
sound the [ja] as though it were written [ga], than to sound 
the [ga] as though it were widtten [ja]. 


Section II. — Every thing favoured hy good use not on that 
account worthy to be retained. 

I come now to the second question for ascertaining both the 
extent of the authority claimed by custom, and the rightful 
prerogatives of criticism. As no term, idiom, or application, 
that is totally unsupported by use, can be admitted to be good ; 
is every term, idiom, and application, that is countenanced by 
use, to be esteemed good, and therefore worthy to be retained ? 
I answer, that though nothing in language can be good from 
which use withholds her approbation, there may be many 
things to which she gives it that are not in all respects good, 
or such as are worthy to be retained and imitated. In some 
instances custom may very properly be checked by criticisniy 
which hath a sort of negative, and though not the censorian 
power of instant degradation, the privilege of remonstrating? 
and by means of this, when used discreeuy, of bringing what 
is bad into disrepute, and so cancelling it gradually; but which 
liath no positive right to establish any thing, ^[er power too 
is like that of eloquence ; ghe operates on us purely by per- 
suasion, depending for success on the solidity, or at least the 
speciousness of her arguments ; whereas custom hath an unac- 
countable and irresistiole influence over us, an influence which 
is prior to persuasion, and independent of it, nay, sometimes 
even in contrfidiction to it. Of diflferent modes of expression, 
that which comes to be favoured by general practice may be 


^ Acts xvi. 23. 
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denominated best, because established; but it cannot always 
be said with truth, that it is established because best. And, 
therefore, though I agree in the general principles maintained 
by Priestley^ on this subject, I do not concur m this sentiment 
as holding universally, that the best forms of speech will, in 
time, establish themselves by their own superior excellence.’^ 
Time and chance have an influence on* all things human, and 
on nothing more remarkably than on language ; insomuch that 
we often see that, of various forms, those will recommend 
themselves, and come into general use, which, if abstractedly 
considered, are neither the simplest nor the most agreeable to 
the ear, nor the most conformable to analogy. And though 
we cannot say properly of any expressiDn which has the sanc- 
tion of good use, that it is barbarous, we must admit that, in 
otlier respects, it may be faulty. 

It is therefore, I acknowledge, not without meaning, that 
Swift, in the proposal above quoted,’^ affirms that, ‘‘ there are 
many gross improprieties, which, though authorized by prac- 
tice, ought to be discarded.” Now, in order to discard them, 
nothing more is necessary than to disuse them. And to bring 
us to disuse them, both the example and the arguments of the 
critic will have their weight. A very little attention will satisfy 
every reasonable person of the difference there is between the 
bare omission, or rather the not employing of what is used, 
and the introduction of what is unusual. The former, provided 
what you substitute in its stead be* proper, and have the 
authority of custom, can never come under the observation, or 
at least the reprehension of a reader ; whereas the latter shocks 
our ears immediately. Here, therefore, lies one principal pro- 
vince of criticism, to point out the characters of those words 
and idioms which deserve to be disfranchised and consigned to 
perpetual oblivion. It is by carefully filing off all roughnesses 
and inequalities that languages, like metals, must be polished. 
This, indeed, is an effect of taste. And hence it happens, that 
the first rudiments of taste no sooner appear in any people, 
than the language begins, as it were of itself, to emerge out of 
that state of rudeness in which it will ever be found in uncivil- 
ized nations. As they improve in arts and sciences their 
speech refinesi it not only becomes richer and more compre- 
hensive, but acquires greater jprecision, perspicuity, and har- 
mony. ^ This effect taste insensibly produces among the people 
long before the language becomes the object of their attention. 
But when criticismdhath called forth theit attention to this ob- 
ject, there is a probability that the effect will be accelerated. 

It is, however, no less certain, on the other fiand, that in 

7 ^he Kiidiments of English Grammar. 

ascertaining the English tongue; see the Letter to the Lord High 

M 
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declension of taste and science language will unavoidably 
degenerate, and though the critical art may retard a little, it 
will never be able to prevent this degeneracy, I shall there- 
fore subjoin a few remarks under the form of canons, in rela- 
tion to those words or expressions which may be thought to 
merit degradation from,the rank they have hitherto maintained, 
submitting these remarks entirely, as every thing of the kind 
must be submitted, to the final determination of the impartial 
public. 


Canon the sixth. 

The first canon on^iis subject is, All words and phrases 
which are remarkably harsh and. unharmonious, and not abso- 
lutely necessary, may justly be judged worthy of this fate. 

I call a word or plu-ase absolutely necessary, when we have 
no synonymous words, in the event of a dismission, to supply 
its place, or no way of conveying properly the same idea with- 
out the aid of circumlocution. The rule, with this limitation, 
will, I believe, be generally assented to. The only difficulty 
is, to fix the criteria by which we may discriminate the ob- 
noxious words from all others. 

It may well be reckoned that we have lighted on one cri- 
terion, when we have found a decompound or term composed 
of words already compounded, whereof the several parts are 
not easily, and therefore not closely united. Such are the 
words, bare-faced-nessy shayne-faced^-nessj un^suecess^ful^ness, 
dis^interesb-ed-ness^ wrong-’headed^ness^ tender-hearted-neM. 
They are so heavy and drawling, and withal so ill compacted, 
that they have not more vivacity than a periphrasis, to com- 
pensate for the defect of harmony. 

Another criterion is, when a word is so formed and accented 
as to render it of dIflScult utterance to the speaker, and conse- 
quently disagreeable in sound to the hearer. This happens in 
two cases ; first, when the syllables, which immediately follow 
the accented syllable, are so crowded with consonants, as of 
necessity to retard the pronunciation. The yrord^ quistionlessj 
chrdniclerSf conv^nticlerSy concupiscencey rerfUmhrancery are 
examples of this. The accent in all these is on the antepenul- 
timate, for which reason the last two syllableji ought to be pro- 
nounce quick ; a thing scarcely practicably, on account of the 
number of consonants which occur in these syllables. The 
attempt to quicken the pronunciation, though famUiar to Eug' 
lishmen, exhibits to strangers the appearance of awkwardl hurry? 
instead of that easy fluency to be found in those wor<te wherein 
the unaccented syllables are naturally shoit, , Suwsh 

(iMifyi ajl accented in like mann^ btt the ^ntypenu^ 
mate. The second case in which a, similar dissoufthce is found, 
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is when too many syllables follow the accented syllable. For 
though these be naturally short, their number, if they exceed 
two, makes a disagreeable pronunciation. Examples of this 
are the words primarily^ ciirsorilijj sdmmarilyj peremptorily^ 
peremptoriness^ vindicative ; all of which are accented on the 
fourth syllable from the end. It were to be wished that the 
use which now prevails, in regard to the manner of accenting 
some words, would alter, as we cannot afford to part with every 
term that is liable to exception in this respect. Nor Is a change 
here to be despaired of, since we find it hath happened to several 
words already, as the places which they occupy in ancient 
poetry sufficiently evince. 

A third criterion is, when a short or unaccented syllable is 
repeated, or followed by another short or unaccented syllable 
^ cry much resembling. This always gives the appearance of 
stammering to the pronunciation. Such are the words holily, 
fdrriering, sillily. We have not many words chargeable with 
this fault : nay, so early have the people been sensible of the 
disagreeable sound occasioned by such recurrences, that it 
would, appear they have added the adverbial termination to 
very few of our adjectives ending in ly. I believe there are no 
example^ extant of heavenlilyy godlily^ timelily^ dailily. J ohn- 
son hath given us, in his Dictionary, the word lotvlily, which is 
as bad as any of them, but without quoting authorities. In 
these and such like, the simple forms, as heavenly^ godly y timely y 
daily y homely y courtly y comely y seem always to have served both 
for adjective and adverb; though this too hath its inconvenience. 
It deserves our notice, that the repetition of a syllable is never 
offensive, when either one or both are long, as in papoy mamma y 
murmury tartavy barbarousy lily. 

Besides the cases aforesaid, I know of none that ought to 
dispose us to the total disuse of words really significant. A 
little harshness by the collision of consonants, which, neverthe- 
less, our organs nnd no difficulty in articulating, and which do 
not suggest to the hearer the disagreeable idea either of pre- 
cipitation or of stammering, are by no means a sufficient reason 
for the suppression of a useful term. The monosyllables dy 
drudg'dy grud^dy which some have thought very offensive, ap- 
pear not itt the least exceptionable compared with the words 
above mentioned. It would not do well to introduce such hard 
and strong soundis too frequently ; but when they are used 
sparingly and properly, they have even a good effect. Variety 
m sound is ^vantageous to a language : and it is convenient 
that we should have spine sounds that are rough and masculine, 
ae well as some that itre liquid and fieminine. 

I observe this the rather^ because I think there is at present 
a greater visk of; going too far in refining than of not going far 
^^ough. The ears of some critics are immoderately delicate. 
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A late essayist,® one who seems to possess a considerabh 
share of ingenuity and taste, proposes the utter extirpation o 
encroach y encroachment^ inculcate^ purport^ methinksy and som< 
others, the precise meaning of which, wc have no single wordi 
in English that perfectly express. An ear so nice as to b< 
hurt by these, appears ^o me in the same light as a stomacl 
so squeamish as to nauseate our beef and beer, the ordinar} 
food of the country. Such ears, I should say, are not adaptec 
to our speech, nor such stomachs to our climate. This humour 
were it to become general, would have a very unfavourable 
aspect to the language; and it might'adrnit a question whether, 
on such principles, if an expurgation of the vocabulary were 
attempted, there would remain one third of the whole stock, 
that would not be deemed worthy of excision. This would be 
particularly inconvenient, if every body were as much an enem;y 
as this gentleman seems to be to all new-fashioned terms and 
phrases. We should hardly have words enow left for necessar}' 
purposes.® 

Canon the seventh. 

The second canon on this subject is, When etymology 
plainly points to a signification different from that which the 

® Sketches by Launcolot Temple, Esq. — of late republished and owned by 
Dr. Armstrong. 

® I shall only observe here, by the way, that those languages which areal- 
lowed to be the most susceptible of all the graces of harmony have admitted 
many ill-sounding w^ords. Such are in Greek 

HtMaxoxuy fAtfxtfxrtfxgyov. In the two last, one finds a dissonant recur- 
rence of the same letter to a degree quite unexampled with us. There is, how- 
ever, such a mixture of long and short syllables, as prevents that difficulty of 
utterance which was remained in some English words, Sucli are also in Latin 
dixissesy ttjnssisstmusy percrebrescebantque. The last of these words is very 
rough, and the two first have as much of the hissing letters as any Engli.sh 
word whatever. The Italian is considered, and I believe justly, as the most 
musical of all languages, yet there are in it some sounds which even to tis, ac- 
customed to a dialect boisterous like our weather, ^pear harsh and jarring. 
Such are incrocicckiare, sdrucciolosoy smegiatrice, T^ere is a great difference 
between words which sound harshly, but are of easy pronunciation to the na- 
tives, and those words which even to natives occasion difficulty in the utter- 
ance, and consequently convey some idea of awkwardness to the hearer, which 
is prejudicial to the design. There are in the languages of all countries many 
words which foreigners will find a difficulty in pronouncing, that the natives 
have no conception of. The Greeks could not easily articulate the Latin termi- 
nations in ans and ens. On the other hand, there were many sounds in Greek 
which appeared intolerable to the Latins, such as words beginning with 
4, vTf HT, and many others. No people have so studiously avoided, the collision 
of consonants as the Italians. To their delicate ears pt, ct, and cs, or 
though belonging to different syllables, and interposed netween vowels, sre 
offensive, nor can they easily pronounce them . Instead of aptOt and iecioy and 
AlexandrOy they must say attOy and letto, and Ale^ndro, But these very 
people begin some of their words with the three consonants sdr, which to our 
ears are perfectly shocking. It is hot therefore so much harshness of sound, 
as difficulty of utterance, that should make some words be rejected altogether* 
The latter tends to divert our attention, and consequently to obstruct the 
effect. The former hath not this tendency, unless they be obtruded on u» 
too frequently. . . 
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word commonly bears, propriety and simplicity both require its 
dismission. 

I use the word 'plainly ^ because, when the etymology is from 
an ancient or foreign language, or from obsolete roots in our 
own language, or when it is obscure or doubtful, no regard 
should be had to it. The case is diflferent when the roots 
either are, or strongly appear to be, English, are in present use, 
and clearly suggest another meaning. Of this kind is the word 
heholderiy for obliged or indebted. It should regularly be the 
passive participle of the verb to behold^ which would convey a 
sense totally different. Not that I consider the term as equi- 
vocal, for in the last acceptation it hath long since been disused, 
having been supplanted by beheld. But the formation of the 
word is so analogical, as to n\ake it have at least the appearance 
of impropriety when used in a sense that seems naturally so 
foreign to it. The word beholding^ to express the same thing, 
is still more exceptionable than the other, and includes a real 
impropriety, being an active form with a passive signification. 
To vouchsafe^ as denoting to condescend^ is liable to a similar 
exception, and for that reason, more than for its harshness, 
may be dispensed with. Coaction and coactive^ as signifying 
corn'^ulsion and compulsive^ though regularly deduced from the 
Latin coactumy have so much tiie appearance of being com- 
pounded of the English words action and activcy with the in- 
separable preposition co, which would give them a meaning 
quite different, that one can scarcely hear them without some 
tendency to mistake the sense. The verb to unloose should 
analogically signify to ticj in like manner as to untie signifies 
to loose. To what purpose is it, then, to retain a term, with- 
out any necessity, in a signification the reverse of that which 
its etymology manifestly suggests ? In the same way to annuly 
and to disannul ought by analogy to be contraries, though 
irregularly used as synonymous. The verb to unravel com- 
monly indeed, as well as analogically, simifies to disentanglcy 
to extricate: sometimes, however, it is absurdly employed to 
denote the contrary, to disordevy to entanglcy as in these lines 
in the address to the goddess of Dulness, 

Or quite unravel all the reasoning thread, 

And hand some curious cobweb in its stead.^ 

All considerations of analogy, propriety, perspicuitr, unite in 
persuading us to repudiate this preposterous application al- 
together. ‘ 

1 Dunoiad, B. i. 
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Canon ike eiglith. 

The third canon is, When any words become obsolete, or at 
l^st arc never used, exgept as constituting part of particular 
phrases, it is better to dispense with their service entirely, and 
give up the phrases. 

The reasons are; first, because the disuse in ordinary cases 
renders the term somewhat indefinite, and occasions a degree 
of obscurity: secondly, because thfe introduction of words 
which never appear but with the same attendants, gives the 
style an air of vulgarity and cant. Examples of this we have 
in the words liefy dinty whit, mooty pro and cow, as, “ / had as 
lief go myself,” for I should like as well to go myself.” He 
convinced his antagonist hy dint of argumenty^ that is, ^^by 
strength of argument.” He made them yiefii by di^ of 
armsf — by force of arms.” He is not a whit better f no 
better.” The case you mention is a moot pointy ^ — a dis- 
putable point.” The question was strenuously debated pro 
and cow,” — on both sides.” 


Canon the ninth. 

The fourth and last canon I propose, is, All those phrases 
which, when analyzed grammatically, include a solecism, and 
all those to which use hath affix^ a particular sense, but 
which, when explained by the general and established rules of 
the language, are susceptible either of a different sense or pf 
no sense, ought to be discarded altogether. 

It is this kind of phraseology which is dfetinguk|pecnBj^ the 
epithet idiomaticaly and hath been originally the spawn, partly 
of ignorance, and partly of affectation. Of the first sort, which 
includes a solecism, is the phrase, I had rather do such a thing,” 
for, I would rather do it,” The auxiliary^ Aarf joined to the 
infinitive active doy is a gross violation of the rules of conjugar 
tion in our language, and though good use may be considered 
as protecting this expression from being branded with the name 
of a blunder, yet, as it is both irregular and unnecessary, I can 
foresee no inconvenience that will arise fronS dropping it* I 
have seen this idiom criticized in some essf^y, whose name I 
cannot now reipember, and its origin very natni»lly accounted 
for, by iupposing it to have sprung from the contraction Fd, 
which supplies the place both of I had and of / muldy and 
which hatn been at first ignorantly resolved into / Aad when 
it ought to have been I would. The phrase^ thus iiequently 
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mistaken, hath come at length to establish itself, and to stand 
on its own foot.^ 

^Of the second sort, which, when explained grammatically, 
leads to a different sense from what the words m conjunction 
commonly bear, is, ^^He sings a good song,” for ^Mie sings 
well.” The plain meaning of the words ^s they stand connected 
is very different, for who sees not that a good song may be ill 
sung ? Of the same stamp is, ^^Ile plays a good fiddle,” for ^^he 
plays well on the fiddle.” This seems also to involve a solecism. 
We speak indeed of playing a tunc, but it is always on the in- 
strument. * 

Nothing can be more common or less proper than to speak 
of a river^s emptying itself . Dr. Jdhnson, in his dictionary, 
explains the verb to empty importing to evacuate.^ to ex^ 
Inust Amongst his authorities we have this sentence from 
Arbuthnot. “ The Euxine sea is conveniently situated for 
trad(% by the communication it has with Asia and Europe, and 
the great navigable I'ivers that empty themselves into it.” 
Passing the word rivers as a metonymy for their channels^ are 
these ever evacuated or exhausted?” To say a Hver falls 
into the sca^ or a ship falls down the river, is entirely proper, 
as the motion is no other than a fall down a real though gen- 
tle declivitY. , 

Under the ihird sort, which can scarcely be considered as 
literally conveying any sense, may be ranked a number of vile, 
but common phrases, sometimes to be found in good authors, 
like shooting at rovers^ having a months mind^ currying favour^ 
dancing attendance^ and many others. Of the same kind also, 
though not reprehensible in the same degi'ee, is the idiomatical 
use that is sometimes made of cerfain verbs, as stands for insist, 
he stands upon security take for understand, in such phrases 
as take me,” and as I take it ; ” hold for continue, 

as, ^ not hold long in one mind.” But of all kinds, 

the worst that wherein the words, when construed, are 
susceptible of no meaning at all. Such an expi*ession is the 
following, There were seven ladies in the company, every one 
prettier than another,” by which it is intended, I suppose, to 
denote that they were all very pretty. One prettier, implies 
that there is another less pretty, out where every one is prettier 

* VVhcjtbejr with jQhnson and Lpwth we should consider the ]j>hrases hy tlm 
nieanSf by that meanSf it is a means, as liable to the same exception, is perhaps 
niore doubtftil; f^iestley considers the word means as of both numbers, and 
pf such nouns we have several examples in the language. But it may be ob- 
J^ctecJ, th^t as the ^hgular form mean is still frequently to be met with, this 
HUist inevitably give to the above phrases an appearanci^ of solomsm in the 
judgment of those wbo are accustomed to attend to the rules of syntax. But 
/However this may induce such critics to aroid the expressions in question, no 
tij person of ta|te,, X presume* will venture so far to violate the present usage, 
^Ud consequently to shook the ears of the generality of readers as to say* 

‘ By this mean,” or ** By that mean. 



168 


THE PHlLOSOPHir 


[book II. 


there can be none less, and consequently none more pretty. 
Such trash is the disgrace of any tongue. Auibifiously to dis- 
play nonsensical phrases of this sort, as some writers haje 
affected to do, under the ridiculous notion of a familiar and easy 
manner, is not to set off the riches of a language, but to expose 
its rags. As such idioms, therefore, err alike against purity, 
simplicity, perspicuity, and elegance, they are entitled to no 
quarter from the critic. A few of these, in the writings of 
good authors, I shall have occasion to point out when I come 
to speak of the solecism and the impropriety. 

So much for the canons of verbal criticism, which properly 
succeed the characters of good use, proposed in the preceding 
chapter for the detection of the most flagrant errors in the 
choice, the construction, and the application of words. The 
first five of these canons are intended to suggest the prineiplcs 
by which our choice ought to be directed, in cases whertHii use 
itself is wavering, and the four last to point out those filrther 
improvements which the critical art, without exceeding her 
legal powers, may assist in producing. There are, indeed, 
those who seem disposed to extend her authority much filrther. 

But we ought always to remember, that as the principal 
mode of improving a language, which she is empowered to 
employ, is by condemning and exploding, there is a con- 
sidcraole danger lest she carry her improvements this way too 
far. Our mother-tongue, by being too much impaired, may be 
impoverished, and so more injured in copiousness and norv(‘ 
than all our refinements will ever be able to compensate. For 
this reason there ought, in support of every sentence of pro- 
scription, to be an evident plea from the principles of perspi- 
cuity, elegance, or harmony. 

If so, the want of etymology, whatever be the opinion of 
some grammarians, cannot be reckoned a suflScient ground for 
the suppression of a significant term which hath come into good 
use. For my part, I should think it as unreasonable to reject, 
on this account, the assistance of an expressive word, which 
opportunely oflers its service, when perhaps no other could so 
exactly answer my purpose, as to refuse the needful aid of a 
proper person because he could give no account of his family or 
pedigree. Though what is called emt is generallj", not neces- 
sarily nor always, without etymology, it is not this defect, but 
the baseness of the use which fixeth on it that disgraceful 
appellation. No absolute monarch bath it more in his power 
to nobilitate a person of obscure birth, than it is in the power 
of good^se tOr ennoble ‘words of low or dubious extraction; 
such, foPinstance, as have either arisen, nobody knows how, 
Y\k% fij banter j bigot^ fopy flippant^ among the rabble, or liko 
fiimsyy sprung from the cant of manufacturers. It is never from 
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an attention to etymology, which would frequently mislead us, 
but from custom, the only infallible guide in this matter, that 
the meanings of words in present use must be learnt. And, 
indeed, if the want in question were material, it would equally 
alFect all those words, no inconsiderable part of our language, 
whose descent is doubtful or unknown. ^Besides, in no one case 
can the line of derivation be traced backwards to infinity. We 
must always terminate in some words of whose genealogy no 
account can be given. ^ 

It ought, at the same time to be observed, that what hath 
been said on this topic relates only to such words as bear no 
distinguishable traces of the baseness of their source ; the case 
is quite different in regard to those terms which may be said to 
proclaim their vile and despicable origin, and that either by 
.usociating disagreeable and unsuitable ideas, as bellytimber^ 
tliorow stitch^ durnfound; or by betmying some frivolous humour 
in the formation of them, as trayismopri/y^ bamboozle^ toiysyturvy^ 
yellmeMj heller skelter^ hurlybiirly. These may all find a place 
in burlesque, but ought never to show themselves in any serious 
performance. A person of no birth, as the phrase is, may be 
raised to the rank of nobility, and, which is more, may become 
it ; but nothing can add dignity to that man, or fit him for the 
company of gentlemen, who bears indelible marks of the clown 
ill his look, gait, and whole behaviour. 


CHAPTER III. 


Of Grammatical Purity. 

It was remarked formerly,^ that though the grammatical art 
bears mufeh the same relation to the rhetorical, which the art 
of the mason bears to that of the architect, there is one very 
nicmorable difference between the two cases. In architecture 
It is not necessary that he who designs should execute his own 

^ Dr. Johnson, who, notwithstanding his acknowledged learning, penetra- 
tion, and Ingenuity, appears sometimes, if I may adopt his omti expression, 
“lost in lexicography," hath declared the name jpwncA, which signifies a cer- 
tain mixed liquor very well known, ^ant word, because, being to appearance 
Without etymology, it hath proba^ arisen from some silly conceit among 
the people. The name sherbet, which signifies another known mixture, he 
allows to be good, because it is Arabic j though’ for aught we know, its 
origin among the Arabs hath been equally ignoble or uncertain. By this way 
of reckoning, if the word punch, in the sense wherein we use tt, shouW by any 
accident bo imported into Arabia, and come into use there, it would make 
1 though it be but cant English ; as their sherbet, though in all 

^aelihpod but cant Arabic, makes good English. This, I own, appears to ^ 
very capricious. 

* Chan. iV 
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plan ; he may therefore be an excellent artist in this way who 
has neither skill nor practice in masonry ; en the contrary, it 
is equally incumbent on the orator to design and to execute. 
He ought therefore to be master of the language which he 
speaks or writes, and to be capable of adding to grammatie 
purity those higher qualities of elocution which will give grace 
and energy to his discourse. I propose, then, in the first place, 
by way of laying the foundation,® to consider that purity whicli 
he hath in common with the grammarian, and then proceed to 
consider those qualities of speech which are peculiarly oratorical. 

It was also observed before,® that the art of the logician is 
universal, the art of the grammarian particular. By conse- 
quence, my present subject being language, it is necessary to 
make choice of some particular ,tongue, to which the observa- 
tions to be made will be adapted, and from which the illustra- 
tions to be introduced will be taken. Let English be that tongue. 
This is a preference to which it is surely entitled from those 
who wTite in it. Pure English, then, implies three things ; firsts 
that the words be English ; secondly^ that their construction, 
under which, in our tongue, arrangement also is comprehended, 
be in the English idiom ; thirdly^ that the words and phrases 
be employed to express the precise meaning which custom hath 
affixed to them. 

From the definition now given, it will be evident, on reflection, 
that this is one of those qualities, of which, though the want 
exposes the writer to much censure, the possession hardly en- 
titles him to any praise. The truth is, it is a kind of negative 
quality, as the name imports, consisting more in an exemption 
from certain blemishes, than in the acquisition of any excellence. 
It holds the same place among the virtues of elocution that 
justice holds among the moral virtues. The more necessary 
each is, and the more blameable the transgression is, the less 
merit has the observance. Grac^ and energy, on the contrary, 
are like generosity and public spirit. To be deficient in these 
virtues is not treated as criminal ; but to be eminent for the 
practice of them is accounted meritorious. As, therefore, in 
what regards the laws of purity, the violation is much more 
conspicuous than the observance, I am under the disagreeable 
necessity of taking my illustrations on this article solely from 
the former. 

Purity, it was said, im|die8 t^jj-ee thingSr Accordingly, in 
three different ways it may be injuredr First, the words used 

may not be English. t^ult hath received from grammarians 

the denomination of Imrbarism. {Secondly^ construction or 

s Solum quidem et quasi fundamentum oratoris, vides Iqcutionem emenda- 
tam.et Laimam. Cio. De Clar. Orat. The samis holds anyla»' 

gua^e which the orator is obliged to use. 

• Book i. Chap. iv. 
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the sentence may not be in the English idiom. This hath 
gotten the name of solecum. Thirdly, the words and phrases 
Diay not be employed to express the precise meaning which 
custom hath affixed to them. This is termed improptnety^^ 

Section I. — The Barharism. 

The reproach of barbarism may be incurred by three different 
ways ; by the use of words entirely obsolete, by the use of 
words entirely new, or by "new formations and compositions 
from simple and primitive words in present use. 


Part I, — By the use of obsolete words. 

Obsolete words, though they once were English, are not so 
now ; though they were Doth proper and expressive in the days 
of our forefathers, are become as strange to our ears as many 
parts of their garb would be to our eyes. And if so, such 
words have no more title than foreign words to be introduced 
at present ; for though they are not so totally unknown as to 
occasion obscurity, a fault which I shall consider afterwards, 
their appearance is so unusual, and their form is so antiquated, 
that, if not perfectly ridiculous, they at least suggest the notion 
of stiffness and affectation. We ought, therefore, not only to 
avoid words that are no longer understood by any but critics 
and antiquarians, such as hight^ clepedj uneatii^ erst^ whilom; 
we must also, when writing in prose, and on serious subjects, 
renounce the aid of those terms, which, though not unintelligible, 
all writers of any name have now ceased to use. Such are 
hehentj fantasy^ tribulation^ erewhile^ whenas^ peradventursy 
self-samey anon. All these offend more or less against the 
third criterion of good use formerly given, ^ that it be such as 
obtains at present. 

Some indulgence, however, on this, as well as on several 
other articles, as was hinted already, must be given to poets, on 
piany accounts; and particularly on account of the peculiar 
inconveniences to which the laws of versification subject them. 
Jlesides, in treating some topics, passages of ancient story, for 
example, there may be found^ometimes a suitableness in the 
introduction of old words, in certain kinds of style, when 
used sparingly and with judgment, they serve to add the 
venerable air of antiquity to the narrative. In byrlesque also, 

^ Quintilian hath suggested this distribution. Instit, lib. i. cap. 5. Dej)re- 
B imjrqpria, qu« contra legem loquendi^composita. 
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they often produce a good effect. But it is admitted on all 
sides, that this species of writing is not strictly subjected to the 
laws of purity. 


Part H. — By the use of new words. 

Another tribe of barbarisms, much more numerous, is con- 
stituted by new words. Here indeed the hazard is more im- 
minent, as the tendency to this extreme is more prevalent. 
Nay, our language is in greater danger of being overv^helmed 
by an inundation of foreign words than of any other species of 
destruction. There is, doubtless, some excuse for borrowing 
the assistance of neighbours, when their assistance is really 
wanted ; that is, when we cannot our business without it ; 
but there is certainly a meanness in choosing to be indebted to 
others for what we can be easily supplied with out of our own 
stock. When words are introduced by any writer, from a sort 
of necessity, in order to avoid tedious and languid circumlocu- 
tions, there is reason to believe they will soon be- adopted by 
others convinced of the necessity, and will at length be natu- 
ralized by the public. But it were to be wished, that the 
public would ever reject those which are obtruded on it merely 
through a licentious affectation of novelty. And of this kind 
certainly are most of the words and phrases which have, in 
this century, been imported from France. Are not pleasure^ 
opinionative^ and sally ^ as expressive as volupty^ opiniatre, and 
sortie? Wherein is the expression last resort inferior to 
dernier resort; liberal arts, to beaux arts; and ^polite litera- 
ture^ to belles lettres ? Yet some writers have arnved at such 
a pitch of futility as to imagine, that if .they can but make a few 
trifling changes, like aimable for amiable^ politesse for polite- 
nessy delicatessey for delicacy^ and hauteur for haughtinessy they 
have found so many gems which are capable of adding a won- 
derful lustre to their works. With such, indeed, it is in vain 
to argue ; but to others, who are not quite so uifreasonable, I 
beg leave to suggest the following remarks. 

First, it ought to be remarked, that the rules of pronunciation 
and ortho^aphy in French are so different from those which 
obtain in English, that the far greater part of the French words 
lately introduced constitute so u||ny anomalies with us, which, 
by loading the grammatical rmes" with exceptions^ greatly 
corrupt the simplicity tCnd regularity of our tongue.^ 

Nor is this^the only way in which they corrupt its simplicity ; 
let it be observed further, that one bf the principal beauties of 
any language, and the most essential to simplicity, results from 
this, That a few plain and |>rimitiv6 words ca^ed rbots, have, 
by an analogy which hath insensibly > gi^^^ 
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rise to an mfinite number of derivative and compound words, 
between which and the primitive, and between the former and 
tlielr conjugates, there is a resemblance in sense, corresponding 
to that which there is in sound. Hence it will happen that a 
word may be very emphatical in the language to which it owes 
its birtli, arising from the light that is reflected on it by the 
other words of the same etymology ; wnich, when it is trans- 
planted into another language loses its emphasis entirely. The 
bVench word eclaircissement^ for instance, is regularly deduced 
thus ; Eclaircissement^ ectaircisse^ eclaircir^ eclair^ clair^ which 
IS the §^ymon, whence alscf are descended, eclairement, clarUy 
clanjieTy clainficatioriy eclairer. The like may be observed in 
regard to connoisseur^ reconnoitrey agrSmenSy and a thousand 
others. Whereas such words .with us look rather like strays 
than like any part of our ^n property. They are very much 
in the condition of exiles who, having been driven from their 
families, relations, and friends, are compelled to take refuge in 
a country where there is not a single person with whom they 
can claim a connexion, either by blood or by alliance. 

But the patrons of this practice will probably plead, that as 
the French is the finer language, ours must certainly be im- 
proved by the mixture. Into the truth of the hypothesis from 
which they argue I shall not now enquire. It sufficeth for my 
present puipose, to ob^rve, that the consequence is not logical, 
though the plea were just. A liquor produced by the mixture 
of two liquors of different qualities will often prove worse than 
either. The Greek is, doubtless, a language much superior, in 
riches, harmony, and variety, to the Latin ; yet, by an affecta- 
tion in the Romans of Greek words and idioms (like the passion 
of the English for whatever is imported from France) as much, 
perhaps, as by any thing, the Latin was not only vitiated, but 
lost almost entirely, in a few centuries, that beauty and majesty 
which we discover in the writings of the Augustan age. On the 
contrary, nothing contributed more to the preservation of the 
Greek tongue in its native purity for such an amazing number 
of centuries, unexampled in the history of any other language, 
than the contempt they had of this practice. It was in conse- 
quence of this contempt that they were the first who branded a 
foreign term in any of their writers with the odious name of 
ixirharism. 

But there are two considerations which ought especially to 
weigh with authors, and hinder tiiem from wantonly admitting 
such extraneous productions into their performances. One is, 
jf these ftreigners be allowed to settle amongs^ us they w ill 
infallibly supplant the old inhabitants. Whatever ground is 
given to the orie> ieso much taken from the other. Is it then 
prudent in a writer to foment a humour of innovation which 
fends to make the language of his country still more changeable, 
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and consequently to render the style of his own writings the 
sooner obsolete ? Nor let it be iiAagined that this is not a 
necessary consequence. Nothing can be juster than Johnson’ a 
manner of arguing on this subject, in reganl to what Swift a 
little chimerically proposeth, that though new words be intro- 
duced, none should l^e permitted to become obsolete.® For 
what makes a word obsolete but a general, though tacit agree- 
ment to forbear it ? And what so readily produces this agree- 
ment, as another term which hath gotten a vogue and currency, 
and is always at hand to supply its place? And if thus, for 
some time, a word is overlooked oV neglected, how sh^ll it be 
recalled, when it hath once, by disuse, become unfamiliar, and, 
by unfamiliarity, un pleasing? 

The other consideration is, that if he should not be followed 
in the use of those foreign words ^hich he hath endeavoured 
to usher into the language, if they meet not with a favourable 
reception from the public, they will ever appear as spots in bis 
work:. Such is the appearance which the terras opincj ignore^ 
Jfraicheury adroitness^ opiniatrp^ and opiniatretyy have at present 
in the writings of some ingenious men. Whether, therefore, lie 
be, or be not, imitated, he will himself prove a loser at last. I 
might add to these, that as borrowing naturally exposeth to 
the suspicion of poverty, this poverty will much more readily, 
and more justly too, be imputed to the writer than to tlie 
lan^age. 

Inventors in the arts, and discoverers in science, have an 
indisputable title to give names to their own inventions and 
discoveries^ When foreign inventions and discoveries are im- 
ported into this island, it is both natural and reasonable that 
the name should accompany the thing. Nay, in regard even 
to evils of foreign growth, I should notw>bject to the observance 
of the same rule. Were any one to insist that we have not in 
our language words precisely corresponding to the French 
galimatias^ phebus^ verbiage^ gasconnade^ rodomontade^ I should 
not contend with him about it; nor should I perhaps dislike, 
that the very name served to show that these plants are the 
natives of a ranker soil, and did not originally belong to us. 
But if the introduction of exotic words were never admitted, 
except in such cases, or in order to supply an evident want 
amongst ourselves, we should not at present have one such 
term where we have fifty. The advice of ^he poet, with regard 
to both the fore-mentioned sorts of barlmrism, & extremely 
good. 

In^words, as fashiofis, the same nde Will hold; 

Alike fantastic, if too new or oldt 

Be not the first by whom the new are tried, ■ 

Nor yet the last to lay the old aside J 

• Preface to the 'MsiiohAty. ^ ik^say <» Criticism. 
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Part the use of good words new-modelled. 

The third species of barbarism is that produced by new 
formations and compositions from primitives in present use. I 
acknowledge that, when the English analogy is observed in 
the derivation or composition, and when the new-coined word 
is wanted in the language, greater liberty ought to be given on 
this article than on the former. The reason of the difference 
will appear from what hath been said already. But still this 
is a liberty which needs an-excuse from necessity, and is in no 
case pardonable, unless the words be at least not disagreeable 
to the ear, and be so analogically formed that a reader, without 
the help of the context, may easily discover the meaning.^ 

Now,, if the plea of necessity be requisite, what quarter is 
due to such frivolous innovations as these, iucumherment^^ 
portic,^ martyrised,^ eucharisty,^ analyse,^ connexiiy,^ stoician,^ 
plaionician,^ peripatetician,^ pythagorician,^ fictiotis,* majestatic,^ 
acception,^ which were intended solely to express what had 
always been at least as well expressed, by encumberance, 
portico, martyred, eucharist, analysis, connexion, stoic, platonist, 
peripatetic, pythagorean, fictitious, majestic, acceptation. And 
if any regard is due to the ear, what shall we say of — I 
cannot call it the composition, but the collision of — words 
which are naturally the most unfit for coalescing, like suint- 
authors, saintprotectnees, architectcapacity, com7nentator capacity, 
authorcharacter, and many others forged in the same taste, 
to be found in the pages of a late right honourable author?'^ 
And lastlyj^f the analogy of the language must be preserved 
in composition, to what kind of reception are the following 
entitled, all fabricated in the same shop, self end, selfpassion, 
selfaffections, selfpractice, homedialect, hellysense, and mirror^ 
loriiing ? 

It may, indeed, be urged, that the pronoun self is used in 
composition with such latitude that one can scarcely err in 
forming new words with its ^sistance. But this is a mistake. 
New words may be formed oy it; but they must be formed 
analogically. And the analogy of these formations may be un- 
derstood from observing, that when analyzed thus, they ought 
regularly to exhibit the same meaning. Make onds self, him-- 
^sTf, herself, Uself, or themselves, as the sense requires, follow 
the last word in the compound, with the preposition inter- 

* There are stme wordfe of recent introduction, which oosae so much under 
de6cri|ition, that it might be aoeountod too fastidious in the critic en- 
tirely to r^ot Such are tmiinffmah mUm&UaJly origimUtyy criminality^ 

capability, ti> criginate, to figure, to adduce, and perhaps a few others. 

• Bolingbroke. * Prior. ® Spectator, No. 580. 

« ^amiuond. ^ Shaftesbury, 
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v^ning, with which the word, whether noun or participle, is 
usually construed. If the word be a substantive, the prepo- 
sition is commonly ofy if the passive participle, iy, and if the 
active participle, no preposition is requisite. Thus self love is 
the love of one^s self In the same w'ay are resolved self hatey 
selfniurdevy selfpreservation. When we say of a man that he is 
selfcondemnedy we meftn, that he is condemned by himself A 
selfconsuming fircy is a fire consuming itself 

Now, to apply this observation, what is the meaning of the 
end of om^s self the passion of one's self the affections of one's 
self and the practice of one's self? , Amd if some meaning may 
be affixed to any of these expressions, it is easy to perceive 
that it is not the meaning of the author. Yet I can remember 
but two compounds that have obtained in English, which are 
not formed according to the analogy above explained. One is 
selfivilledy signifying perverscy and now little used ; the other 
is selfexistenccy a favourite word of some metaphysicians, 
which, if it signify any thing more tlian what is properly and 
clearly expressed by independency and eternity, signifies I 
know not what. In new formations, however, the rule ought 
to bb followed, and not the exceptions. But what shall be said 
of such monsters as selfpracticey bellysenscy and mirronvrU- 
ing ? These, indeed, mmht have been regarded as flowers of 
rhetoric in the days of Cromwejj^, when a jargon of this sort 
was much in vogue, but are extremely unsuitable to the chaster 
language of the present age. 

Again, under this class may be ranked another modern 
refinement. I mean the alterations that have been made by 
some later writers on proper names and some other words of 
foreign extraction, and on their derivatives, on^retence of 
bringing them nearer*, both in pronunciation and in spelling, to 
the original names, as they appear in the language from which 
fliose words were taken. In order to answer this important 
purpose, several terms which have maintained their place in 
our tongue for many centuries, and which are known to every 
body, must be expdled, that room may be made for a set of 
uncouth and barbarous sounds, with which our ears are unac- 
quainted, and to some of which it is impossible for us so to 
adapt our organs, accustomed only to English, as rightly to 
articulate them. 

It hath been the invariable custom of all nations, |is far os I 
know — ^it was particularly the cqsitom of the Grecians and the 
Romans— when they introduced % foreign naiqo into their 
language, to make such alterationii on it ^ 
pronunciations to their dwn peop|e| and render 
gous to the other ^orda of their :tpngue. Tbe|*e U aa evident 
convenience in this practice ; bnt vfhe^ the H ^ 

not able to discover. No ihore can t 
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can be alleged for proscribing the name ZoroanUr, till of late 
universally adopted by English authors who had occasion to 
mention that eastern sage, and the same, except in termination, 
that is used in Greek and Latin classics. Is Zerdusht, which 
those people would substitute in its place, a more musical 
word? Or is it of any consequence to us, that it is nearer the 
Persian original? Will this sound give us a deeper insight 
than the other into the character, the philosophy, and the his- 
tory of the man? On the same principles we Jire commanded 
by these refiners to banish Confucius for the sake of Con-fuU 
cecj and never again, on pain of the charge of gross ignorance, 
to mention Mahomet j Mahometan^ Maliometism^ since Moham^ 
medy Mohammedan^ Mohammedisniy are ready to supply their 
room. Mussulman must give place to mosleniy hegira to hejra^ 
and alcoran to koran. The dervis too is turned a derveshj 
and the bashaw is transformed into a pacha. 

But why do our modern reformers stop here? Ought not 
this reformation, if good for any thing, to be rendered more 
extensively useful? How much more edifying would holy 
writ prove to readers of every capacity if, instead of those 
vulgar corruptions, Jacob, and Judah, and Moses, and Elijah, 
we had the satisfaction to find in our Bibles, as some assure us 
that the words ought to be pronounced, Yagnhakob, and Yehu^ 
dah , and Moscheh, and Eliyahu'^ Nay, since it seems to be agreed 
amongst our oriental scholars that the Hebrew jod sounds like 
the English y before a vowel, and that their vau is the same 
with the German w, the word Jehovah ought also to be ex- 
ploded, that we may henceforth speak of the Deity more re- 
verently intelligibly bj^ the only authentic name, Yehoivah. 
A reform oi this kind was indeed, for the benefit of the learned, 
attempted abroad more than two centuries ago, by a kindred 
genius of those modern English critics, one Pagninus, a Do-^ 
minican friar. In a translation which this man made of the 
scriptures, into a sort of monkish gibberish that he called 
Latin, he hath, in order to satisfy the world of the vast im- 
portance and utility of his work, instead of Eve, written 
CViawra, and for Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel — given us Ji?- 
sahiahu, Irmeiahu, JechezecheL But I know not how it hath 
happened, that in this he hath had no imitators among men of 
letters. Probably, upon the trial, people have discovered that 
they were just as much edified by the old names as by the new. 
^ Again, why this reformation should be confined almost en- 
tirely to proper names, for my part, I can discover no good 
reason. Appellatives are doubtless entitled to a share. Critics 
of this stamp ought, for example, boldly to resolve, in spite of 
joveterate ^uses and plebeian prejudices, never, whilst they 
breathe, either to write or to pronounce the words pop^, 
popery, exii popedom, but instead of them, pape, papery, and 

N 
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papedom; since whether we derive these words immediately 
from the French/ the Latin/ or the Greek/ still it appears 
that the o is but a base usurper of a place which rightfully 
belongs to the a. The reason assigned for saying koran and 
not cdcormiy is truly curious. A I, say they, is the Arabic 
article, and signifies the; consequently, if we should say the 
alcorariy we should fall into a gross perissology. It is just as 
if we said the the booh A plain illiterate man would think it 
sufficient to reply, What though cd signifies the in Arabic, it 
hath no signification in English, and is only here the first syl- 
lable of a name which use hath appropriated, no matter how, 
to a particular book. But if ye who are such deep scholars, 
and wonderful improvers of your mother-tongue, arc deter- 
mined to exclude this harmless syfiable from alcoran^ act at 
least consistently, and dismiss it also from alehymy^ alcove , 
alembic^ algebra^ almanac^ and all the other words in the lan- 
guage that are derived in the same way, and from the same 
source. Indeed, it is not easy to say where ye will stop, for if 
ye attend to it ye will find many words of Latin or Frencli 
origin, which stand equally in need of reformation.'^ 

It is necessary to add, that if the public give way to a humour 
of this kind, there will be no end of innovating. When some 
critics first thought of reforming the word bashaw^ one would 
have it bassa^ another pachuy and third and how many 

more shapes it may yet be transformed into it is impossible to 
say. A late historiographer hath adopted just the half of Sale’d 
reformation of the name Mahomet. He restores the vowels to 
the places which they formerly held, but admits his alteration of 
the consonants, never w riting either Mahomet or Mohammed, 
fcut Mahommed. In regard to such foreign names of persons, 
offices, eras, and rites, it would be obliging in writers of this 
stamp to annex to their works a glossary, for the sake of the 


® Pape. ® Papa. nawiraf. 

^ Suppose one of these Aristarchs advancing in such ingenious refinements, 
and thus criticizing on the word aversion: ** This substantive is by divers 
authors diversely construed. Some say aversion to a change^ others aversion 
from a change: both, I affirm, front a blind attachment to vernacular idioms, 
have alike deviated into the most ugly and deformed faults. This judgment, 
how severe soever, 1 am able to support by an irrefragable argument. Averswri, 
according to its etymology, denotes turning from. The first syllable a is, m 
the original language, a preposition signifying from. It would therefore bo 
absurd to conjoin in the same phrase with it .the preposition to, wh^h hath a 
contrary signification ; and to use from after aversion, would render the ex- 
pression hideously pleonastic. Xn defiance therefore of a habitude whicn, 
howover ancient ana universal, is the offspring of ignorance, we must, if y^^ 
would speak correctly, either say aversion a change, the first syllable a having 
the force of the preposition, or, cutting off this prepositive, we must 
tion from a change.^ If any should think this representation exaggerated, 
him compare the reasoning with that which bath been seriously used for 
mutilating the word alcotan, and he will find it in all respects the same. It/?» 
iacknowledge, of no consequence whether we say akorm or kotan; but it i 
^ consequence that such a silly argument shall not be held ^ sufiScient grouna 
for innovation. ^ . 
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unlearned, who cannot divine whether their newfangled terms 
belong l;o things fonnerly unknown, or are no more than the 
old names of things familiar to them newly vamped and dressed. 
Surely if any thing deserves to be branded with the name of 
pedantry, it is an ostentation of erudition, to the reproach of 
learning, by affecting singularity in trifles. 

I shall just mention another set of ‘barbarisms, which also 
comes under this class, and arises from the abbreviation of 
polysyllables, by lopping off all the syllables except the first, 
or the first and second. Instances of this are Ay/) for Ay/)o- 
chondriacy rep for reputationy ult for ultimate ^ permit for pen-- 
ultimatey incog for incognitOy hyper for hypercriticy extra for ex^ 
traordinary. Happily all these affected terms have been 
denied the public suffrage. I scarcely know any such that have 
istabllshed themselves, except mob for mobile.^ And this it 
hath effected at last, notwithstanding the unrelenting zeal witli 
which it was persecuted by Dr. Swift, wherever he met with it. 
But as the word in question hath gotten use, the supreme arbi- 
tress of language, on its side, there would be as much obstinacy 
in rejecting it at present, as there was perhaps folly at first in 
ushering it upon the public stage. 

As to the humour of abbreviating, we need say very little, as 
it seems hardly now to subsist amongst us. It only arose in 
tliis island about the. end of the last century, and when, in the 
beginning of the present, it assumed to figure in conversation, 
and even sometimes to appear in print, it was so warmly 
attacked by Addison and Swift, and other writers of eminence, 
that since then it hath been in general disgrace, liardly daring 
to appear in good company, and never showing itself in books 
of any name. 

The two classes of barbarisms, last mentioned, comprehend- 
ing new words, and new formations from words still current, 
offend against use, considered both as reputable and as national. 
There are many other sorts of transgression which might be 
enumemted hero, such as vulgarisms, provincial idioms, and the 
cant of particular professions. But these are more commonly , 
ranked among the offences against elegance than among the 
violations of grammatical purity, and will therefore be consi- 
dered afterwards. 

Section II. — The Solecism. 

I now enter pn the consideration of the second way by which 
the purity of the style is injured, the sdleeiam. This is ac- 
counted by grammarians a much greater fault than the former, 

* Aa I am.4iaptOS0d to think that in matters of this kind the public is rarely in 
too wrong, it would m\ be difficult to assign a plausible reason for this prefer.. 

First, the word from which it is contracted, can scarcely be 

called English,. I suspect, never had the sanction of the public voice. Se- 
condly, there is not another word in the language that expresses precisely the 
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as it displays a ^eater ignorance of the fundamental rules of 
the language. The sole aim of grammar is to convey the 
knowledge of the language; consequently, the degree of 
grammatical demerit in every blunder can only be ascertained 
by the degree of deficiency in this knowledge which it betrays. 
But the aim of eloquence is quite another thing. The speaker 
or the writer doth not purpose to display his knowledge in the 
language, but only to employ the language which he speaks or 
writes in order to the attainment of some further end. This 
knowledge he useth solely as the instrument or means by whicli 
he intends to instruct, to please, to move, or to persuade. The 
degree of demerit, therefore, which, by the orator’s account, is 
to be found in every blunder, must be ascertained by a very 
diflferent measure. Such offence is more or less heinous, pre- 
cisely in proportion as it proves a greater or smaller obstruction 
to the speaker’s or writer’s aim. Hence it happens, that when 
solecisms are not very glaring, when they do not darken the 
sense or suggest some ridiculous idea, the rhetorician regards 
them as much more excusable than barbarisms. The reason is, 
the former is accounted solely the effect of negligence, the 
latter of affectation. Negligence in expression, often the con- 
sequence of a noble ardour in regard to the sentiments, is at 
the worst a venial trespass, sometimes it is even not without 
energy ; affectation is always a deadly sin against the laws of 
rhetoric. 

It ought also to be observed, that in the article of solecisms, 
much greater indulgence is given to the speaker than to the 
writer ; and to the writer who proposeth to persuade or move, 
greater allowances are made, than to him who proposeth barely to 
instruct or please. The more vehemence is required by the 
nature of the subject, the less correctness is exacted in the 
manner of treating it. Nay, a remarkable deficiency in this 
respect is not near so prejudicial to the scope of the orator, as 
a scrupulous accuracy which bears in it the symptoms of study 
and art. .^schines is said to have remarked, that the orations 
of his rival and antagonist Demosthenes smelled of the lamp ; 
thereby intimating that their style and composition were too 
elaborate. If the remark is just, it contains the greatest censure 
that ever was passed upon that eminent orator. But, as the 
intermediate degrees between the two extremes are innumera- 
ble, both doubtless ought to be avoided, 
j Grammatical inaccuracies ought to bo avoided by a writer for 
two reasons. One is, that a reader will much sooner discover 
them than a hearer, hoivever attentive he be. The other is, 

satts idea, a tumultuous and seditious rout: the word md^Ut^, adepted by some 
writers, is a gross misapplication of a pbilosophieal term, whion means omy 
sukceptiiiUt^ of motion; lastly, the 'Word mob, is fitter than either of those to 
giving rise, according to the analogy of Our tongue, to Biich ^Tsnient de- 
rivatives as nwb, mobbed, mobbish^ mobber. ^ ' ^ 



CHAP. 111 .] 


OP EHETOEIC. 


181 


as writing Implies more leisure and greater coolness than is im- 
plied in speaking, defects of this kind when discovered in the 
former, will be less excused than they would be in the latter. 

To enumerate all the kinds of solecism into which it is possi- 
ble to fall, would be both a useless and an endless task. The 
transgression of any of the syntactic rules is a solecism ; and 
almost every rule may be transgressedf in various ways. But 
as novices only are capable of falling into the most flagrant 
solecisms, such, I mean, as betray ignorance in the rudiments 
of the tongue, I shall leave it to grammarians to exemplify and 
class the various blunders of this sort which may be committed 
by the learner. All I propose to do at present, is to take 
notice of a few less observable, which writers of great name, 
and even critical skill in the language, have slidden into through 
inattention; and which, though of the nature of solecism, ought 
perhaps to be distinguished by the softer name inaccuracy. ^ 

The first kind of this I shall observe is a mistake of the plural 
number for the singular, The zeal of the seraphim breaks 
forth in a beeoming warmth of sentiments and expressions, as 
the eharacter which is given us of him denotes that generous 
scorn and intrepidity which attends heroic virtue.”^ Cherub 
and seraph are two nouns in the singular number transplanted 
into our language directly from the Hebrew. In the plural we 
are authorized, both by use and by analogy, to say either 
cherubs and seraphsy according to the English idiom, or cheru^ 
him and seraphim^ according to the oriental. The former suits 
better the familiar, the latter the solemn style. It is surpris- 
ing that an author of Mr. Addison’s discernment, did not, in 
criticizing Milton, take notice of a distinction which is every- 
where so carefully observed by the poet. I shall add to this re- 
mark, that as the words cherubim and seraphim are plural, 
the terms cherubims and ^seraphimsy as expressing the plural, 
are quite improper. Yet these barbarisms occur sometimes in 
our translation of the Bible; which, nevertheless, doth not 
once adopt the plural form cherubim and seraphimy to express 
the singular ; though one would naturally imagine that this 
error must originally have given rise to the other. 

Inaccuracies are often found in the way wherein the degrees 

. * I ana sensible that in what concerns the subject of this section I have been 
in a great measure prevented by the remarks of Lowthand Priestley, and some 
other critics and grammarians who have lately favoured the world with their 
observations. Since reading their publications, I have curtailed considerably 
what I had prepared on this article } for though I rarely hit upon the same 
examples, there was often a coincidence in the matter, inasmuch as the species 
of fault animadverted on was ftequehtly the same. I ha^e now almost en- 
tirely conhned myself to such slips as have been overlooked by others. I say 
almost ^irehf i icit when any error begins to prevail, even a single additional 
may be of consequence; and m points on which critics aro 
aivi^, X thought It not unreasonable to offer my opinion, 

^ Spectator, No. 327. 
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of comparison are applied and construed^ Some of these, I 
suspect, have as yet escaped the animadversion of all our critics. 
Before I produce examples it will be proper to observe, that 
the oomparative degree implies commonly a comparison of one 
thing with one other thing; the superlative, on the contrary, 
always implies a comparison of one thing with many others. 
The former, consequently, requires to be followed by the singu- 
lar number, the latter by the plural. In our language the con- 
junction than must be interposed between the things compared 
in the former case, the preposition of is always used in the 
latter. • 

The following is an example of wrong construction in the com- 
parative : This noble nation hath of all others admitted fewe7' 
corruptions.”® The word/^ir^r^is nere construed precisely as 
if it were the superlative. Grammatically thus : This noble 
nation hath admitted fewer corruptions than any other Some- 
times indeed the comparative is rightly followed by a plural ; as 
in these words, Hfe is wiser than we.” But it cannot be con- 
strued with the preposition of before that to which the subject 
is compared. There is one case, and but one, wherein the 
aforesaid preposition is proi)er after the comparative, and that 
is, when the words following the preposition comprehend both 
sides of the comparison ; as, lie is the taller man of the two.” 
In these words the two are included, he and the person to whom 
he is compared. It deserves our notice also, that in such cases, 
and pnljp in such, the comparative has the definite article the 
prefixed to it, and is construed precisely as the superlative : 
nay, both degrees are in such cases used indiscriminately. e 
say rightly, either, This is the weaker of the two,” or — the 
weakest of the two.” If, however, we may form a judgment 
from the most general principles of analogy, the fonner is pre- 
ferable because there are only two t Rings compared. 

I shall subjoin *to this an inaccuracy in a comparison of 
equality, where, though the positive degree only is used, the 
construction must be similar to that of the comparative, both 
being followed by conjunctions which govern no case. Such 
notions would be avowed at this time by none but Eosicrucians, 
and fanatics as mada^ Grammatically theyj the verb 

are being understood. 

That the particles, as after the positive, and than after the 
comparative, are conjunctions and not prepositions, seems never 
to have been questioned by anv grammarian or critic before 
l>r. Priestley, I readily aoknowle<^c that it is use which must 
decide the point ; nor should I hesitate a moment in agreeing 
to the notion lie suggests, if it were ^supported by what could 
be justly denominated general and reputable use. But to me 

« Swift's Mechanical Operations. 7 Bolingbrerke's Ph. Fr. 24. 
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it Is manifest tliat both the most numerous and the most consi- 
derable authorities are on the opposite side ; and therefore, that 
those instances which he produceth in favour of that hypothe- 
sis ought to be regarded merely as negligences of style, into 
which (as I shall have occasion to observe more fully in the 
sequel) even the best writers will sometimes fall. That in the 
colloquial dialect, as Johnson calls it, such idioms frequently 
occur, is undeniable. In conversation you will perhaps ten 
times oftener hear people say, There’s the books you wanted,’’’ 

tliaii There are the books and You was present,” 

when a single person is addressed, than You were present.” 
Yet good use is always considered as declaring solely for the 
last mode of expression in both cases. The argument drawn 
from the French usage (which, by the way, hath no authority 
in our tongue), is not at all apposite.® 

But supposing good use were divided on the present ques- 
tion, I acknowledge that the first and second canons proposed 
on tliis subject,^ would determine me to prefer the opinion of 
those who consider the aforesaid particles as conjunctions. 
The first directs us in doubtful cases to incline to that side in 
which there is the least danger of ambiguity. In order to 
illustrate this point, it will be necessary to observe, that the 
doubt is not properly stated by saying, with Di\ Priestley, that 
the question is, whether the nominative or accusative ought to 
follow the particles than and as ; but, whether these particles 
are, in such particular cases, to be regarded as conjunctions or 
prepositions. For on either supposition, it must be admitted, 
that in certain circumstances the accusative ought to follow, and 
not the nominative. But I insist, that as in such cases there is 
a difference in the sense, uniformly to consider those particles 
as conjunctions is the only way of removing ambiguity. Thus 
I say properly, ‘‘ I esteem you more than they.” I say pro- 


® The oblique cases of their persoiwl pronouns, answering to our thee^ 
and Aim, are me, te, and /e, not mot, iot, and lui. In these last we have the 
indefinite form, which serves indifferently, as occasion requires, for either no- 
minative or accusative, and to whioh there is nothing in our language that 
exactly corresponds. Thus, to express in French, “ He and I are relations,”' 
Avo must say, “ LuI et moi, nous sommes parens.” But in English, “ Him 
and me, we are relations,” would be insufferable. The nominatives, ;V, tu^ t7, 
arc never used by them, but when immediately joined to the y^rb, xWefixed in 
iiffirruiug, or affixed in interrogating. In every other situation the indefinite 
form must supply their place. Le Clerc thus renders a passage of Scripture 
(”f^v. i, 18), << Moi qui vis presentement, j’ai ele mort.” But who that un- 
derstands English would say, “ Me who live at present, I have been dead.” 

' ut unauthor- 
the French. 

... n support of 

these phrases is defensible on a different principle, and tnerefore not to his 
purpose, Xt is not you are in love with.” The me is here governed by 
the preposition with. “ It is not with me you are in love.” — Such transposi- 
^^0 frequent in our language. 

• Book II. Chap. U, Sort. 1. 
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perly also, I esteem you more than them,” but in a sense 
quite dilFerent. If than is understood as a conjunction, there 
can be nothing ambiguous in either sentence. The case of 
the pronoun determines at once the words to be supplied. The 
first is, I esteem you more than they esteem you^ The 
second is, I esteem you more than I esteem them.” But this 
distinction is confounded, if .you make than a preposition, 
which, as in every instance it will req^uire the oblique case, will 
by consequence render the expression equivocal. For this 
reason, I consider that quotation from Smollet (who is, by the 
bye, the only authority alleged on this question), — Tell the 
cardinal, that I understand poetry better than him,” as charge- 
able not so much with Inaccuracy as with impropriety. The 
sense it expresses is clearly, I understand poetry better than 
I understand him.” But this is not the sense of the author. 
The second canon leads directly to the same decision, as it 
teacheth us to prefer what is most agreeable to analogy. Now, 
that is always most repugnant to analogy, which tends most to 
multiply exceptions. Consequently, to consider the particles 
employed in this manner, of stating a comparison as conjunc- 
tions (which they are universally admitted to be in every other 
case), is more analogical than to consider them as changing 
their usual denomination and character in such instances. 

But to proceed ; incorrectness in using the superlative degree, 
appears in the subsequent quotation : The vice of covetous- 
ness is vfhat enters deepest into the soulo/ any other An 
instance of the same fault I shall give from a writer of no small 
merit for harmony and elegance. We have a profession set 
apart for the purposes of persuasion, wherein a talent of this 
kind would prove the likeliest perhaps of any other, I do 
not here criticize on the word other in those examples which, in 
my opinion, is likewise faulty, after the superlative ; but this 
fault comes under another category. The error I mean at 
present to point out, is the superlative followed by the singular 
number, ^^the deepest of any other,” ^^the likeliest of any other.” 
We should not say, ^Hhe best of any man,” or ^^the best of any 
other man,” for ‘Hhe. best of men.” We may indeed say. 

He is the oldest of the family.” But the word family is a 
collective noun, and equivalent to all in the house. In like 
manner it may be said, The eyes are the worst of his face.’ 
But this expression is evidently deficient. The face is not the 
thing with which the eyes are compared, but contains the things 
with which they are compared. The sentence, when the ellipsis 
is supplied, stands thus, Of all the features of his face, the 
eyes m:e the w(?r8t.” 

Both the expressions above censured may be coirected by 
substituting the comparative in room of the superlative* The 

^ Guardiaii, No. 19. . * Fitz-Osborn's B. i. h, 24. 
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vice of covetousness is what enters dee;^er\ into the soul than 
any other and have a profession set apart for the 

purposes of persuasion, wherein a talent of this kind would 
prove likelier perhaps than any other It is also possible to 
retain the superlative, and render the expression grammatical. 

Covetousness is what of all vices enters the deepest into the 

soul ; ” and ‘‘ wherein a talent of this kind would perhaps 

of all talents prove the likeliesL^^ 

In the following example we have a numeral adjective, which 
doth not belong to any entire word in the sentence as its sub- 
stantive, but to a part of a? word. The first project was to 
shorten discourse by cutting polysyllables into one.” ’ The term 
one relates to syllable, a part of the jvord polysyllables. This 
is quite ungrammatical. The expression is likewise exception- 
aole on the score of propriety, but of this afterwards. 

There is an error of the same kind in the following passage 
from Addison, My Christian and sirname begin and end with 
the same letters.”^ The word Christian is here an adjective, 
which hath for its substantive the last syllable of the word 
sirname. The expression is also exceptionable on the score of 
perspicuity, of which afterwards. 

Sometimes the possessive pronoun does not suit the ante- 
cedent. Each of the sexes,” says Addison, ‘‘ should keep 
wit Inn its particular bounds, and content themselves to exult 
within their respective districts.”* Themselves and their can- 
not grammatically refer to each, as singular. Besides, the 
trespass here is the more glaring, that these pronouns are 
coupled with its referring to the same noun. 

In no part of speech do good writers more frequently fall 
into mistakes than in the verbs. Of these I shall give some 
specimens out of a much greater number which might be 
collected. The first shall be of a wrong tense, will not 
come unto me, that ye might have life.” ® In two clauses thus 
connected, when the first verb is in the present or the future, 
the second, which is dependent on it, cannot be in the past. 
The words, therefore, ought to have been translated, that ye 
may have life.” On the contrary, had the first verb been in 
the preterite, the second ought to have been so too. Thus, 
“ Ye would not come to me,” or, Ye did not come to me, that 
ye might have life,” is entirely grammatical. In either of these 
instances, to use the present tense would be erroneous. When 
the first verb is in the preterperfect, or the present perfect, as 
some call it, because it hath a reference both to the past and 
to the present, the second, I imagine, may be either tense. 
Ihus, Ye have not come to me that ye might f—ov, ‘‘ that ye 
may— have life,” seem equally unexceptionable. 

I Voyage to liaputs. * Spectator, No. 505. 0. 

* Pree&lder, No. 88. • John v. 40. 
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Let it be observed, that in expressing abstract or universal 
truths, the present tense of the verb ought, according to the 
idiom of our language, and perhaps of every language, always 
to be employed. In such cases, the verb in that form has no 
relation to time, but serves merely as a copula to the two terms 
of the proposition, '^^he case is different with the past and the 
future, in which the notion of time is always comprehended. 
Yet this peculiarity in the present hath sometimes been over- 
looked, even by good authors, who, when speaking of a past 
event which occasions the mention of some general truth, arc 
led to use the same tense in enunciftting the general truth, with 
that which has been employed in the preceding part of the 
sentence. Of this we haye the following example from Swift, 
wliich shall serve for the second instance of inaccuracy in the 
verbs. It is confidently reported, that two young gentlemen 
of real hopes, bright wit, and profound judgment, who, upon a 
thorough examination of causes and effects, and by the mere 
force of natural abilities, without the least tincture of learning, 
have made a discovery, that there was no God, and generously 
communicating their thoughts for the good of the public, were 
some time ago, by an unparalleled severity, and upon I know 
not what obsolete law, broke for blasphemy.” ^ Fropcrly— 

have made a discovery that there is no God.” 

The third example shall be of a wrong mood. ‘‘ If thou 
hrin^ thy gift to the altar, and there rememherest that tliy 

brother hath ought against thee.” ® The construction of 

the two verbs hHng and rememherest ought to be the same, 
as they are both under the regimen of the same conjunction 
if Yet the one is in the subjunctive mood, the other in the 
indicative. 

The fourth instance shall be the omission of an essential 
part of one of the complex tenses, the writer apparently re- 
ferring to a part of the verb occurring in a foimer clause of 
the sentence, although the part referred to will not supply the 
defect, but some other part not produced. Of this the follomng 
is an example : I sh^ do all I can to persuade others to tok^ 
the same measures for their cure which I havel^ Here we 
have a reference in the end to the preceding verb take. Yet 
it is not the word which will supply the sense, but taken. 
This participle, therefore, ought to have been added. 

The fifth specimen in the verbs shall be of a faulty reference 
to a part to be mentioned. This dedication may serve fpr 
almost any book, that has^ is, or shall be published.” II<^? 
this place being , merely a port of a complex tense, means 
nothing with&ut the rest of the tense. Yet tne rest of the tense 

^ An Argument against abolishing Christianity. ^ JJatt. y* 23. 

^ Guardian, Ko. 1. 
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is not to be found in the sentence. We cannot say, any book 
that has publishedj*' no more can we say that has bepublished^ 
Corrected it would run thus, that has beeriy or shall he pub- 
lished.” . The word is ought to be expunged, as adding nothing 
to the sense. 

I shall next produce a few instancei^ of inaccuracy, which 
result from coupling words together, and assigning to them a 
common regimen, when use will not admit that they be con- 
strued in the same manner. The following is an example in 
the construction of adjectives : “ Will it be urged, that the four 
gospels arp as old or even dlder than tradition?”^ The words 
rt.s old and older cannot have a common regimen ; the one re- 
quires to be followed by the conjunction as^ the other by than. 
lt‘he had said, ‘^as old as tradition, and even older there 
would have been no error. The comparative, in this case, is 
not constinied with the preceding words, but with words which, 
hoing ascertained by the preceding, are properly enough un- 
derstood. 

I shall exemplify the same inaccuracy in the construction of 
verbs. ‘‘ It requireth few talents to which most men are not 
bo7ii^ or at least may not acquire. ”•* Admitting that the words 
to xchich are rightly construed with the passive particle bom^ 
they cannot be construed with the active verb acquire. For it 
ought to be noted, that the connexion between the preposition 
and the noun or pronoun governed by it is so intimate, that 
there cannot be a reference to the one without the other. The 
last clause therefore, ought to run thus, or which at least they 
may not acquire.” The repetition of the relative makes the in- 
sertion of the personal pronoun necessary. 

There is an error of the same kind in the sentence follow- 
ing ; The court of Chancery frequently mitigates^ and breaks 
the teeth of common law. ” * What is the regimen of the active 
verb mitigates'? Regularly it ought to be liie teeth of the 
common law, as these words make the regimen of the active 
verb breaksy with which the former is coupled. But as this 
manner of construing the sentence would render the expression 
highly improper, if not nonsensical, it is evidently the author’s 
view, that the verb should be construed with these 

^vords the common laWy which being in construction with the 
preposition of (or, os some would call it, in the genitive) cannot 
serve grammatically as the regimen of an active verb. 

Give the Whigs^ ” says the candid Dean of Saint Patrick’s, 
^but power enough to insult their sovereign, engross his 
lavours to themselves, and to oppress and plunder their fellow- 
subjects; they presently grow into good humour, and good 

I Bolingb. Ph. Es. iv. S. 19. ^ Swift on Conviersation. 

* Spectator, Np. 564. 
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language towards the crown* ^ I do not like much grow into 
go<^ humour^ for growing good-humoured, but grow into good 
language is insufferable. 

1 shall add to these an instance in the syntax of nouns. 

There is never wanting a set of evil instruments, who either 
out of mad zeal, priyate hatred, or filthy lucre^ are always 
ready.”® — We say properly, A man acts out of mad zealy or 
out of private hatred but we cannot say, if wc would speak 
Engusn, He acts out of filthy lucre. ” He ought, therefore, 
to have substituted in the place of the two last words the term 
avariccy or hve of filthy lucrcy either of which expressions 
would have been rightly construed with the preposition. 

Of the same kind nearly is the following specimen in the 
government of a substantive : There is one that will think 
herself obliged to double her kindness and caresses of me. ” 
The word kindness requires to be followed by either to or fovy 
and cannot be construed with the preposition of. 

We often find something irregular in the management of the 
prepositions ; for instance, in the omission of one altogether : 
“ He lamented the fatal mistake the world had been so long in 
using silk-worms. ” ^ Another in is necessary to complete the 
construction, whether we suppose the in mentioned to belong 
to the preceding words, or to the succeeding. But as it would 
have sounded harshly to subjoin another in immediately after 
the former, it would have been better to give the sentence 
another turn : as, He lamented the fatal mistake in which the 
world have been so long, in using silk-worms.”® 

We have a similar omission, though not of a preposition, in 
the expression following: ^^That the discoursing on politics 
shall be looked upon as dull as talking on the weather.”® 
Syntax absolutely requires, that the sentence in this form should 
have another as imm^iately before the first. At the same time 
it must be owned, that this would render the expression very 
inelegant. This dilemma might have been avoided by giving 

another turn to the concluding part, as thus, shall be 

looked upon as equally dull with talking on the weather.” 

Of an error in the wrong choice of a preposition, these words 
of the same author will furnish an example: ^^The greatest 
masters of critical learning differ among one another Had 
he said, differ among themselves^* the expression would have 
been faultless* But the terms themselves and one another y 
though frequently synonymous, rarely admit the same con- 
struction, We cannot say, one differs among another.** But 
we may say, one differs from another^ or wUh another; 

^ EKiUDainer, No. 35. '* Swift's Sermon on Witness. 

^ Speet. No. 409. T. ^ Voyage to Limuta. 

® Voyage to Lapnta. • Freeholds* No# 38. 

1 Spectator, No. 321. : v v 
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the former to express a difference in opinion, the latter a quarrel 
or breach. It ought, therefore, to have been in the above cited 
passage, diflPer from one another'^ 

1 shall only add an instance or two of inaccuracy in the con- 
junctions and the adverbs ; first in the conjunctions : A petty 
constable will neither act cheerfully or wisely.”^ — Properly — 
act neither cheerfully nor wisely.” Neither cannot grammati- 
cally be followed by or. * 

An example of incorrectness in the adverbs you have in the 
passage following ; Lest I should be charged for being worse 
than my word, I shall endeavour to satisfy my reader by pur- 
suing my method proposed ; if peradventure he can call to mind 
what that method was.® The adverb peradventure^ expressing 
a degree of evidence or credibility, cannot regularly be construed 
with the hypothetical conjunction if It is only to affirmations 
and negations, not to bare suppositions, that all the adverbs 
denoting certainty, probability, or possibility, properly belong. 

The following passage in the common version of the Bible 
is liable to the same censure ; Micaiah said, if thou certainly 
return in peace, then hath not the Lord spoken by me.” ^ The 
translators in this, as in some other places, have been misled 
by a well-meant attempt to express the force of a hebraism, 
which in many cases cannot be expressed in our language. 

1 shall conclude this article with a quotation from an excellent 
author, of which, indeed, it would not be easy to say in what 
part the solecism may be discovered, the whole passage being 
so perfectly solecistical. As he that would keep his house in 
repair, must attend every little breach or flaw, and supply it 
immediately, else time alone will bring all to ruin ; how much 
more the common accidents of storms and rain? He must 
live in perpetual danger of his house falling about his ears ; 
and will find it cheaper to throw it quite down, and build it 
again from the ground, perhaps upon a new foundation, or at 
least in a new form, which may neither be so safe nor so con- 
venient as the old.” * It is impossible to analyze this sentence 
iparnmatically, or to say whether it be one sentence or more. 
It seems by the conjunction asy to begin with a comparison, 
but we have not a smgle hint of the subject illustrated. Be- 
sides, the introducing of the interrogation. How much more — ? 
after ehey which could be regularly followed only by an affir- 
mation or negation ; apd the inconerency of the next clause. 
He must /ibe-^rehder it indeed — all of a piece. 

I Swift’s Frfe Thoughts, ifec. 

; hhaftesbury, Vol, iU. Misc. ii. Ch. 3. 

2 Chrott. xviii. 27. Saoy, in hid French translation, hath expressed the 
sense of the original with more simplicity and propriety, “ Mich^e repartit, 

f^vene* en.paix, le Seigneur n'a point parl^ par ma bouche.*^ 

“roject for the Advancement of Religion. Last sentence. 
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So much for the solecism, of which examples might be mul- 
tiplied almost without end. Let those produced suffice for a 
specimen. It is acknowledged, that such negligences are not 
to be considered as blemishes of any moment in a work of 
genius, since those, and oven worse, may be discovered, on a 
careful examination, in the most celebrated writings. It is for 
this reason acknowledged also, that it is neither candid nor 
judicious to form an opinion of a book from a few such specks, 
selected perhaps from the distant parts of a large performance, 
and brought into our view at once. Yet, on the other hand, it 
is certain that an attention to theseffittle things ought not to be 
altogether disregarded by any writer. Purity of expression hath 
but a small share of merit : it hath, however, some share, Jhit 
it ought especially to be remembered that, on the account of 
purity, a considerable part of the merit discovered in the other 
virtues of elocution, to which it contributes, ought undoubtedly 
to be charged. The words of the language constitute the mate- 
rials with which the orator must work ; the rules of the lan- 
guage teach him by what management those materials are 
rendered useful. And what is purity but the right using of 
the words of the language by a careful observance of the rules ? 
It is therefore justly considered as essential to aU the other 

f races of expression. Hence, not only perspicuity and vivacity, 
ut even elegance and animation derive at^liistre. 


Section III . — The Impropriety. 

I come now to consider the third and last class of faults against 
purity, to which I gave the name of impropriety. The barbar- 
ism is an offence against etymology, the solecism against syntax, 
the impropriety against lexicography. The business of the 
lexicographer is to assign to every word of the language the 
precise meaning or meanings which use hath assigned to it. To 
do this is as really a part ot the grammarian’s province, though 
commonly executed by a different hand, as etymology and 
syntax. The end of every grammar is to convey the know- 
ledge of that language of which it is the grammar. But the 
knowledge of all the rules, b6tb of derivationy iander which in- 
flection is included, andof construction, nay, and of all the words 
in the language, is not the knowledge of the language. 
words must ho known, not barely as sounds, but as ^igns. We 
must know to what things respeotively they are appropriated. 
Thus, in our own tongue, we may err egregiouslyi^gainst pro- 
priety, and clhsequently against purity, though all the words 
we employ be English, and though thuy be construed lo 
the English idiom. The reason is etideht ; the;^ may be 
applied; they may be employed as sighs of things to whicn 
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use hath not affixed them. This fault may be committed either 
in single words or in phrases* 


Part I. — Impropriety in single Words. 

I begin with smgle words. As none but those who are 
gi'ossly ignorant of our tongue can misapply the words that 
have no affinity to those whose place they are made to occupy, 
I shall take notice only of such improprieties, as by some 
resemblance of proximity in sound, or sense, or both, a writer 
is apt unwarily to be seduced into. 

It is by proximity in sound that several are misled to use the 
word observation for observance^ as when thej^ speak of the 
religious observation of a festival, for the religious observance 
of it. Both words spring from the root observe^ but in different 
significations. When to observe signifies to remark^ the verbal 
noun is observation: when it signifies to obey or to keep, the 
verbal is observance. 

By a similar mistake endurance hath been used for duration^ 
and confounded with it ; whereas its proper sense is patience. 
It is derived from the active verb to endure, which signifies to 
suffer j and not from the neuter which signifies to last. In the 
(lays of Queen Elizabeth, the word endurance was’synonymous 
with duration, whereas now it is in this acceptation obsolete. 
Nay, even in a later period, about the middle of the last 
century, several words were used synonymously which we now 
invariably discriminate. Such are the terms state and estate^ 
property and propriety^ import and importance^ conscience and 
consciousness^ arrant and errant. 

Human and humane are sometimes confounded, though the 
only authorized sense of the former is, belonging to man; of 
the latter, kind and compassionate. Humanly is improperly 
put for humanely in these lines of Pope : 

Tho’ learned, well-bred ; and tho* well-bred^ sincere : 

Modestly bold, and humanly severe.® 

The abstract humanity is equally adapted to both senses. 

% an error of the same kind with the former, the adjectives 
ceremonious and ceremonial are sortbtimes useid promiscuously, 
though by the best and most general use they are distinguished. 
I hey come from the same noun ceremonyj which signifies both 
a /orm of civility^ and . a religious rite^ The epithet expressive 
uf Ae first signification is ceremonious^ of the second ceremonial. 

, The fimstrmtion serves as the verbal noun of two 
uifferent ver]^, to construe and to construct. T^e first is a 
S^nnnatical term, relating so^ly toithe disposition of words in 

Essay cut Oritieism. 
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a sentence ; the second signifies to fabricate or build. The 
common relation in which the two verbs stand to the same 
appellative, hath misled some writers to confound them; so far 
at least as to use improperly the word construct^ and speak of 
constructing^ instead of construing, a sentence ; for I have not 
observed the like misapplication of the other verb. We never 
read of construing a fabric or machine. 

Academician is fre^ently to be found in Bolingbroke’s 
works for academic. The former denotes solely with us a 
member of a French academy, or of one established on a 
similar footing ; the latter of a Platonic philosopher, one of 
that sect which took its denomination from the Grecian aca- 
demy ; or more properly from the grove of Academus, where 
the principles of that philosophy were first inculcated. 

By a like error, the words sophist and sophister are some- 
times confounded; the proper sense of the former being a 
teacher of philosophy in ancient Greece ; of the latter, a 
specious, but false reasoner. 

To demean one’s self” has been improperly used by some 
writers, misled by the sound of the second syllable, for ‘‘ to 
debase one’s self,” or ^Go behave meanly;” whereas the verb 
to demean implies no more than the verb to behave. Both 
require an adverb, or something equivalent, to enable them to 
express whether the demeanour or behaviour is good or bad, 
noble or mean. 

E’er, a contraction of the adverb ever^ hath, from a resem- 
blance, or rather an identity in sound, been mistaken for the 
conjunction ere^ before ; and in like manner it Sy the genitive of 
the pronoun ity for ^tisy a contraction of it is. 

In the same way bad is sometimes very improperly used for 
ba(jl0, th^reterite of the verb bidy and sate for saty the preterite 
of The only proper use of the word bad is as a synonyma 
for ill ; and to sate is the same in signification as to glut. 

The word genii hath by some writers been erroneously 
adopted for geniuses. Each is a plural of the same word 
gemusy but m different senses. When genius in the singular 
means a separate spirit or demon ^ood or bad, the plural is 
genii; when it denotes mental abilities,, or a person eminently 
possessed of these, the pltft^ is geniuses. There are some 
similar instances in our tongue of different plurals belonging 
to the same sin^lar in diffisrent significations. The word 
brother is one. The plural in modern language, when used 
literally for male children of the same parent or parents, is 
tyroihera ; when used figuratively for people of the same 
fessiou, natien, religion, or people considered as related by 
sharing jointly in the same human nature, is hreikrm^ Anciently 
this last term was the only plural. . . . i • 

I shall specify improprieties arising from a 
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sense, into which writers of considerable reputation have some- 
times fallen. Veracity you will find, even among such, applied 
to things, and used for reality; whereas in strict propriety the 
word is only appKcable to persons, and signifies not physical, 
but moral truth. 

“ There is no sort of joy,” says Dr. Burnet,^ ‘‘ more grate- 
ful to the mind of man, than that which raiseth from the invert’- 
tion of truth.” For invention he ought to have said discovery. 

Ej)ithct hath been used corruptly to denote title or appella’- 
tion; whereas it only signifies some attribute expressed by an 
adjective. 

In the same way, verdict hath been made to usurp the place 
of testimony ; and the word risible hath of late been perverted 
from its original sense, which is capable of laughing j to denote 
ndicnlous^ laughable^ or fit to be laughed at. Hence these 
ncwfiingled phrases risible jests^ and risible absurdities. The 
proper discrimination between risible and ridiculous is, that 
the former hath an active, the latter a passive signification. 
Thus we say, Man is [i risible animal.” — “ A fop is a ridiculous 
character.” To substitute the former instead of the latter, and 
say, A fop is a risible character,” is, I suspect, no better 
English, than to substitute the latter instead of the former, 
and say, Man is a ridiculous animal.” In confinnation of 
this distinction it may be further remarked, that the abstract 
risibility, which analogically ought to determine the import of 
the concrete, is still limited to its original and active sense, the 
faculty of laughter. Where our language hath provided us 
with distinct names for the active verbal and the passive, as no 
distinction is more useful for preventing ambiguity, so no dis- 
tinction ought to be more sacredly observed. 

But to proceed ; the word together often supplies the place 
of successively, sometimes awkwardly enough, as in the follow- 
ing sentence. I do not remember that I ever spoke three 
f^entences together in my whole life.”® The resemblance which 
continuity in time bears to continuity in place is the source of 
this impropriety, which, by the way, is oecome so frequent, 
that I am doubtful whether it ought to be included in the 
jiumber. Yet, should this application generally obtain, it would, 
hy confounding things different, often occasion ambiguity. If, 
|or example, one should say, Charles, William, and David, 
^^9^^her in the same house/’ in order to denote that 
Williani immediately succeeded Charles, and David succeeded 
William, every one would be sensible of the impropriety. But 
“ such a use of the word be improper in one case, it is so in 
e^^cry case. ' ^ 

an error not unlike, the word everlasting hath been em- 

^ Theory of the Earth, B. i. Ch I . 

O 
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ployed to denote time without beginning, though the only pro- 
per sense of it be time without end ; as in these words, From 
everlasting to everlasting thou art God.”'*^ It may further be 
remarked of this term, that the true meaniAg is so strongly 
marked in its composition, that very frequent use will not be 
sufficient to prevent the misapplication from appearing awkward. 
I think, besides, that tnere is a want of correctness in using the 
word substantively. The proper expression is, “ From eternity 
to eternity thou art God.” 

Apparent for certain^ manifest, (as it has been sometimes 
employed by a very eminent author, ’the late Lord Lyttleton,) is 
often equivocal, and can hardly ever be accounted entirely j)ro- 
per. Both etymology and the most frequent use lead us so 
directly to the signification seeming as opposed to real, or vui- 
hie as opposed to concealed, that at first we arc always in hazard 
of mistaking it. For the same reason 1 do not like the phrase 
to make appear (though a very common one) for to prom], to 
evince, to show. By the aid of sophistry a man may mal e a 
thing appear to be what it is not. This is very different 1‘ram 
showing what it is. 

Abundance, in the following quotation, is, I imagine, im- 
properly used for a great deal, ‘‘ I will only mention tlait 
passage of the buskins, which, after abundance of persuasion, 
you would hardly suffer to be cut from your legs.”^ 

The word due, in the citation subjoined, is not only impro- 
perly, but preposterously employed. What right the first 
observers of nature, and instructors of mankind, had to tho 
title of sages we cannot say. It was due perhaps moye to tho 
ignorance of the scholars, than to the knowledge of the masters.'’ 
The author hath doubtless adopted the word due in this place, 
as preferable at least to the word owin^, which, though an 
active particle, is frequently, and some think inaccurately, em- 
ployed in a passive sense. Thus, in order to avoid a latent cnor, 
if it be an error, he hath run into a palpable absurdity; for what 
can be more absurd than to say, that the title of sages is due more 
to ignorance than to knowledge ? It had been better to give the 
sentence another turn, and to say, It took its rise perhaps 
more from the ignorance of the scholars, than from the know- 
l6<^6 of the masters.” 

I shall add the improper use of the word surfeit, in the fol- 
lowing quotation from Anson’s Voyage round the World: 

We thought it prudent totally to abstain from fish, the few we 
caught at our first arrival having surfeited those who ate o 
tbem.”^ I should^ not have montioned, indeed I should no 
have discovdted, this impropriety in that excellent performance, 

® Ps. xc. 2. 1 Swift’s Examiner, No. 27- ^ 

^ Bolingb. Phil, Ess. ii. Sect. 1. • Anson *s Voyage, B. ii*- ^ 
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which would have passed whh me for an expression somewhat 
indefinite, had it not been for the following passage in a late 
publication. Several of our people were so much disordered 
by eating of a very fine-looking fish, which we caught here, 
that their recovery was for a long time doubtful. The author 
of the account of Lord Anson’s Voyage, says, that the people 
on board the Centurion thought it prudent to abstain from 
fish, as the few which tfiey caught at their first arrival surfeited 
those who ate of them. But not attending sufficiently to this 
caution, and too hastily taking the word surfeit in its literal and 
common acceptation, we iihagined that those who tasted the 
fish, when Lord Anson first came hither, were made sick merely 
by eating too much; whereas, if that had been the case, there 
\ ould have been no reason for, totally abstaining, but only eat- 
ing temperately. We, however, bought our knowledge by ex- 
perience, which we might have had cheaper; for though all our 
people who tasted this fish ate sparingly, they were all soon 
afterwards dangerously ill.”^ I have given this passage entire, 
chiefly because it serves to show both that an inaccuracy, 
apparently trifling, may, by misleading the reader, be produc- 
tive of very bad consequences; and that those remarks which 
tend to add precision and perspicuity to our language are not 
of so little moment as some, who have not duly considered the 
subject, would affect to represent them. 

To this class we may reduce the idiotism^ or the employing 
of an English word in a sense which it bears in some provin- 
cial dialect, in low and partial use, or which perhaps the cor- 
responc^ng word bears in some foreign tongue, but unsupport- 
cd by general use in our ovm language. An example oi this 
we have in the word hnp^aeticahle^ when it is used for impass- 
nhle, and applied to roads; an application which suits the 
French idiom, but not the English. Of the same kind, are the 
following Gallicisms of Bolingbroke: All this was done, at 
the time, on the occasion, and by the persons, I intend pro- 
perly mean. When we learn the name of complex ideas and 
notions we should accustom the mind to decompound them, 
that we may verify them, and so make them our own, as well 
ns to learn to compound others.”® Decompound he hath used 
for analyze^ misled by the meaning of the iVench word decom^ 
poser^ which is not only different from the sense of the English 
’^ord but contrary to it. To decompound^ is to compound of 
niaterials already compounded. 

. The use made of the verb arrive^ in the subsequent passage, 
Js also exceptionable in the same way: lam aipan, and can- 


* Bj'ron’s Voyage, Ch^. xi. ® Of the State of Parties. 

• Phil. Ess. b Sect. 4. 
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not help feeling any sorrow that can arrive at man.’’^ In 
English, it should be, happen to man.’’ 

To hold^ signifying to use, and applied to language; to give 
into, signifying to adopt, in the figurative sense of that word ; 
are other expressions frequently employed by this author, and 
of late by several others, which fall under the same censure. 
Even our celebrated translator of the Iliad hath not been clear 
of this charge. Witness the title he hath given to a small dis- 
sertation prefixed to that work. A view,” he calls it, “ oi^the 
epicpoem,^ in which short title there are two improprieties. 
First the word poem, which always denotes with us a particu- 
lar performance, is here used, agreeably to the Frencdi idiom, 
for poetry in general, or the art which characterizes the ])er- 
formance; secondly, the definite article the is employed, which, 
though it be always given to abstracts in French, is never .so 
applied in English, unless with a view to appropriate them to 
some subject. And this, by the way, i^enders the article with hh 
more determinative than it is in French, or perhaps in any other 
tongue.^ Accordingly, on the first hearing of the title above 
mentioned, there is no English reader who would not suppose', 
that it were a critical tract on some particular epic poem, and 
not on that species of poesy. 

Another error of the same kind is the Latinism, Of tlii.^ 
indeed, the examples are not so frequent. Foppery is a sort of 
folly much more contagious than pedantry; but as they result 
alike from affectation, they deserve alike to be proscribed. An 
instance of the latter is the word affection, when applied to 
things inanimate, and signifying the state of being atf^ted hy 
any cause. Another instance is the word integrity when used, 
for entireness. But here, I think, d distinction ought to l)c 
made between the familiar style and that of philosophical dis(iui- 
sition. In the latter, it will be reasonable to allow a greater 
latitude, especially in cases wherein there may be a penury of 
proper terms, and wherein, without such indulgence, there would 
be a necessity of recurring too often to periphrasis. But the 
less, even here, this liberty is used, it is the better. 

To these properly succeeds that sort of the vulgarism'^ ia 
which only a low and partial use can be pleaded in support of 
the application that is made of a particular word. Of this you 
have an example in the following quotation : ^Tis my hum- 
ble request you will be particular in speaking to the following 


7 Spectator, No. 502. T* . . 

® Accordingly Bossu hath styled his performance on the same ^ 

Traits du PomefEpique, It is this title, I suppose, which hath mi.sled t h 
English poet ^ ^ 

® I say, that sort of the vulgarism, because, when the word is in no ‘ ' 
iation in good use, it is a sort that partakes of the barbarism ; hut 
particular application of a good word is current only among the lower class ^ > 
It belongs to the impropriety. 
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points.”^ The preposition ought to have been on. Precisely 
of the same stamp is the onUt for of ity so much used by one 
class of writers. The pronoun it is by a like idiom made some- 
times to follow neuter verbs, as in the following passage : He 
is an assertor of liberty and property ; he rattles it out against 
popery and arbitrary power, and priestej'aft and high church.” ^ 

The auxiliaries should^ slioidd havcy and should be^ are some- 
times used in tlic same improper manner. I am not sensible 
of the elegance which Dr. Priestley seems to have discovered 
ill the expression — The general report is that he should have 
sdidd ’ — for ‘Hhat he said'^ It appears to me not only as an 
idiomatical expression, but as chargeable both with pleonasm 
and with ambiguity. For what a man said is often very dilfcr- 
ont from what he sliould liave* said. 

J shall finish all that I propose to offer on the idiotism, when 
T have observed, that these remarks arc not to be extended to 
the precincts of satire and burlesque. There indeed a vulgar, 
or even what is called a cant expression, will sometimes be 
more einphatical than any proper term whatsoever. The satir- 
ist may plead his privilege. For this reason the following 
lines arc not to be considered as falling under this criticism. 

Whether the charmer sinner it, or saint it, 

It’ lolly grows romantic, I must paint it.* 

It remains to give some instances wherein sound and sense 
both concur in misleading us. Of this the word enough is an 
example, which is frequently confounded with enowj and used 
for it. Both denote sufficiency, the former in quantity or in 
degrees of quality, the latter in number. Thus we say pro- 
perly^ ^^We have courage enough^ and ammunition enough; 
but we have not men enoic,’^^ 

The derivatives falseness^ falsity^ falsehood, from the root 
false, are often by mistake employed for one another, though 
in the best use they arc evidently distinguished. The first, 
falseness, is properly used in a moral sense for want of veracity, 
tipplied only to persons; the other two are applied only to 
things. Falsity denotes that quality in the abstract, which may 
be defined contrariety to truth. Falsehood is an untrue asser- 
tion. The word negligence is improperly used in the follow- 
passage : The negligence of this leaves us exposed to an 
uncommon levity in our usual conversation.”^ He ought to 
have said neglect. The former implies the habit, the latter de- 
uotes the act ; perhaps in this case I should say^thc instance ; 


J Guardian, No. 57. 

^ Swift’s Project for the Advancement of Religion. 
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for an act of a habit of not doing, hath itself the appearance 
of impropriety. 

Precisely of the same kind is the misapplication of the word 
conscience in this quotation. ^^The cofiscience of approving 
one’s self a benefactor to mankind, is the noblest recompense 
for being so.”^ Properly the consciousness; the former de- 
notes the facultj’", the latter a particular exertion. 

This impropriety is reversed in the citation following : I 
apprehend that all the sophism^ which has been, or can be em- 
ployed, will not be sufficient to acquit this system at the tribu- 
nal of reason.”® For sophism he iShould have said sophistry ; 
this denotes fallacious reasoning, that only a fallacious argu- 
ment. This error is of the same kind with poem for p)oet7y^ 
which was remarked above. 

Sometimes the neuter verb is mistaken for the active. 

What Tully says of war, may be applied to disputing ; it 
should always be so managed, as to remember^ that the only 
end of it is peace.” ^ Properly remind us. 

Sometimes again, the active verb is mistaken for the neuter. 

I may say without vanity, that there is not a gentleman in 
England better read in tomb-stones than myself, my studies 
having laid very much in church-yards.”® Properly lien or 
lain. The active verb lay for the neuter lie^ is so frequently to 
be met with in some very modem compositions, as to give room 
for suspecting that it is an idiom of the cockney language, or 
of some provincial dialect. In that case it might have been 
classed under the idiot ism. 

Perhaps under the same predicament ought also to be ranked 
the word plenty^ used adjectively for plentiful^ which indeed 
appears to me so gross a vulgarism, that I should not have 
thought it worthy a place here, if I had not sometimes found it 
in works of considerable merit. The i‘elative whorn^ in the fol- 
lowing quotation, is improperly used for whichj the former 
always regarding persons, the latter always things. The ex- 
ercise of reason appears as little in them, as in the beasts they 
sometimes hunt, and by whom they are sometimes hunted.” 

I shall add but two more instances of impropriety in single 
words, instances which I have reserved for this place, as being 
somewhat peculiar, and therefore not strictly reducible to any 
of the classes above mentioned ; instances too, from authors of 
such eminence in respect of style, as may fully convince us, n 
we are not already convinced, that infallibility is not more at- 
tainable here than in other articles. As I nrmly believe the 
divine precept^ delivered by the Author of Christianity, ^ There 
is not a sparAw falls to the ground without my Father,^ and 

« Spcct. No. 588. « Bol. Ph. Ess. 20. 

7 Pope's Thoughts on various Subjects. ® Spoct* No. 518. 

® Ph. il. Sect. 2. 
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cannot admit the agency of chance in the government of the 
world, I must necessarily refer every event to one cause, 
as well the danger as the escape, as well the sufferings as 
the enjoyments of life.”^ There is very little affinity, either 
in sense or in sound, between precept and doctrine ; and 
nothing but an oscitancy, from whict no writer whatever 
is uniformly exempted, can account for so odd a misapplica- 
tion of a familiar term. The words in connection might 
have shown the error. It is the doctrines of our religion that 
we are required to believe, and the precepts that we are re- 
quired to obey. The other'example is, Their success may bo 
compared to that of a certain prince, who placed, it is said, cats 
and other animals, adored by the Egyptians, in front of his 
army, wlicn he invaded that .people. A reverence for these 
phantoms made the Egyptians lay down their arms, and become 
an easy conquest.”^ What the author here intended to say, it 
is hard to conjecture ; but it is unquestionable, that in no sense 
wJiatever can cats and other animals be called phantoms* 

1 sliall now, before I proceed to consider impropriety, as it 
appears in phrases, make a few reflections on those principles 
which most frequently betray authors into such misapplications 
in the use of single words. As to that which hath been deno- 
minated the vulgansm^ its genuine source seems to be the 
affectation of an easy, familiar, and careless manner. The 
writers who abound in this idiom generally imagine, that their 
style must appear the more natural, the less pains they bestow 
upon it. Addison hath exactly hit their notion of easy writing. 

It is,” says he, what any man may easily write.” But these 
people, it would seem, need to be informed, that ease is one 
thing, and carelessness is another ; nay, that these two are so 
widely different, that the former is most commonly the result 
of the greatest care. It Is like ease in motion, which, though 
originally the effect of discipline, when once it hath become 
habitual, has a more simple and more natural appearance than 
is to be observed in any manner which untutored Nature can 
produce. This sentiment is well expressed by the poet : 

But ease in writing flows from art, not chance; 

As those move easiest who have learnt to dance.* 


True ease in composition, accompanied with purity, differs as 
inuch from that homely manner which affects the familiarity of 
iow phrases and vulgar idioms, as the appearance of a woman 
^at is plainly but neatly dressed, differs from that of a slattern, 
l^ut this affectation is to be considered as the spring of one 
species of impropriety only. * 

^ General Introduction to the Account of the Voyages of Commodore 
&c. by Hawkes worth. 

^olingb. Ph, Ess. iv. Sect. 1. • Pope’s Imitations. 
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All the rest, unless when chargeable on inadvertency, as 
they sometimes doubtless are, seem naturally to flow from one 
or other of these two sources, which are almost diametrically 
opposite to the former. One is, the love of novelty ; the other, 
a fondness for variety. The former, when excessive, tends di- 
rectly to misguide us, ,by making us disdain the beaten track, 
for no other reason but because it is the beaten track. The 
idea of vulgarity, in the imaginations of those who are aflPccted 
by this principle^ is connected with every thing that is con- 
ceived as customary. The genuine issue of this extreme, much 
worse, I acknowledge, than the fbriner, is not only improprie- 
ties, but even absurdities, and fustian, and bombast. The 
latter, to wit, a fondness for variety, prodiiceth often the same 
effect, though more indirectly. Jt begets an immoderate dread 
of becoming tedious, b^ repeating too frequently the same 
sound. In order to avoid this, a writer resolves at any rate to 
diversify his style, let it cost what it will. And, indeed, this 
fancied excellence usually costs more than it is worth. Very 
often propriety and perspicuity both are sacrificed to it. 

It is justly observed by Abbe Girard,** that wdien a perform- 
ance grows dull through an excess of uniformity, it is not so 
much because the ear is tired by the frequent repetition of the 
same sound, as because the mind is fatigued by the frequent 
recurrence of the same idea. If, therefore, there be a remark- 
able paucity of ideas, a diversity of words will not answer tlie 
purpose, or give to the work the agreeable appearance of variety. 
On the contrary, when an author is at great pains to vary his 
expressions, and for this purpose even deserts the common 
road, he will, to an intelligent reader, but the more exjiose his 
poverty, the more he is solicitous to conceal it. And,-indeed, 
what can more effectually betray a penury of words, than to be 
always recurring to such as custom hath appropriated to pur- 
poses different from those for which we use them ? Would the 
glitter of jewels, which we know to be stolen, produce an opi- 
nion of the wearer’s affluence ? And must not such alienations 
of words, if I may be allowed the metaphor, awaken the suspi- 
cion of some original defects which have given occasion to 
them? We should hardly say that a house were richly fur- 
nished, I am sure we could not say that it were well furnished, 
where we found a superfluity of utensils for answering some 
purposes, and a total want of those adapted to other purposes 
not less necessary and important. We should thinK, on the 
contrary, that there were much greater appearance both of opu- 
lence and of taste where, though there were little or nothing 
superfluous, n6 vessel or piece of furniture usefiU in a family 
were wanting. When one is obliged to make some utensiw 


^ Synonymes Francois. Preface. 
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supply purposes to which they were not originally destined ; 
when for Instance, the copper pot bolls milk, heats porridge, 
holds small beer, and, in case of necessity, serves for a jorden,”^ 
there are always, it must be confessed, the strongest indications 
of indigence. On the contrary, when every real use hath some 
instrument or utensil adapted to it, th^re is the appearance, if 
not of profusion, of what is much more valuable, plenty. 

In a language there may be great redundancies, and, at the 
same time, great defects. It is infinitely less important to have 
a number of synonymous words, which are even sometimes 
cumbersome, than to have Very few that can be called homony- 
mous, and, consequently, to have all the differences which there 
arc in things, as much as possible, marked by corresponding 
differences in their signs. Th^it this should be perfectly attain- 
ed, 1 own is impossible. The varieties in things are infinite, 
whereas the richest language hath its limits. Indeed, the more 
a people improve in taste and knowledge, they come the more, 
tliough by imperceptible degrees, to make distinctions in the 
applications of words which were used promiscuously before. 
And it is by thus marking the delicate differences of things, 
which, in a ruder state, they overlooked, more than by any 
other means, that their language is refined and polished. 
Hence it acquires precision, perspicuity, vivacity, energy. It 
would be no difficult task to evince, as partly it may be collected 
from what hath been observed already, that our own language 
hath from this source received greater im 2 )rovements in the 
course of the last century and of the present, than from the 
accession of new words, or perhaps from any other cause. 
Nothing then, surely, can serve more to corrupt it, than to over- 
turn the barriers use hath erected, by confounding words as 
synonymous, to which distinct significations have been assign- 
ed. This conduct is as bad policy with regard to style, as it 
would be with regard to land to convert a great part of the 
property into a common. On the contrary, as it coiiduccth to 
the advancement of agriculture, and to the increase of the 
annual produce of a country, to divide tlie commons, and turn 
them into property, a similar conduct, in the appropriation of 
words, renders a language more useful and expressive. 


Part II . — Impropriety in Phrases. 

I come now to consider the improprieties which occur In 
plirases. The first of this kind of which I shall take notice is, 
when the expression, on being grammatically aflalyzed, is dis- 
covered to contain some inconsistency. Such is the phrase of 


« Swift. 
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all others after the superlative, common with many English 
writers. Interpreted by the rules of syntax, it implies that a 
thing is different from itself. Take these words for an exam- 
ple, It celebrates the church of England as the 7nost perfect 
of all others Properly, either — as more perfect than any 
other,” or — as the most perfect of all churches.” This is 
precisely the same sort of impropriety into which Milton hath 
fallen in these words, 


— Adam, 

The eomclicst man of in('U smjv* born 

Hid dons. The fairest of her dauyhlers Eve. 7 

And in these, 


Tlu? lovolh'st pair 

That ever since in love’s embraces met. ® 


Use, indeed, may be pleaded for such expressions, which, it 
must be acknowledged, use hath rendered intelligible. Ihit 
still the general laws 6f the language, which constitute the most 
extensive and important use, may be pleaded against them. 
Now, it is one principal method of purifying a language, to lay 
aside such idioms as arc inconsistent with its radical principles 
and constituent rules ; or as, when interpreted by such princi- 
ples and rules, exhibit manifest nonsense. Nor does the lenst 
inconvenience result from this conduct, as we can be at no loss 
to find expressions of our meaning altogether as natural, and 
entirely as unexceptionable. 

Sometimes, indeed, through mere inattention, slips of this 
kind are committed, as in the following instance : I do not 
reckon that we want a genius more than the rest of our neigh- 
bours.”^ The impropriety^ here is corrected by omitting the 
words in Italics. 

Another oversight of much the same kind, and by the same 
author, we have in the following passage : “ I had like to have 
gotten one or two broken heads for my impertinence.”^ This 
unavoidably suggests the question, Ilow many heads was he 
possessed of? — Properly, ^‘1 was once or twice like to have 
gotten my head broken.” 

Another from the same work, being a passage formerly 
quoted for another purpose, is this, The first project was to 
shorten discourse by cutting polysyllables into one.”* One 
thing may be cut in two or more ; but it is inconceivable that 
by cutting, two or more things should be made one. 

Another, still from the same hand, I solemnly declare, that 

® Swift’s Apology for the Tale of a Tub. 

7 Paradise Lost. ® Ib. b. iv. 

® Swift’s Proposal for ascertaining the English Tongue. 

^ Voyage to xJrobdignag. * Voyage to Laputa. 
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1 have not wilfully committed the least mistake The words 
used here are incompatible. A wrong wilfully committed is 
no mistake. 

Addison hath fallen into an inaccuracy of the same kind, in 
the following lines : 

So the pure limpid stream, when foul with stains 
Of rushing torrents and descending rains.^ 

A stream may doubtless be at one time limpid, and at another 
foul, which is all that the diithor meant ; but we cannot pro- 
perly call it a j)ure limpid stream, when it is foid with stains. 
So much for those improprieties which involve in them some 
absurdity. 

I shall next illustrate those by which an author is made to 
say one thing when he means another. Of this kind I shall 
produce only one example at present, as I shall have occasion 
afterwards of considering the same fault under the article of 
perspicuity. ‘‘ I will instance in one opinion, which I look upon 
every man obliged in conscience to quit, or in f)rudence to con- 
ceal; I mean, that whoever argues in defence of absolute power 
ill a single person, though he offers the old plausible plea, that 
it is his opinion, which he cannot help, unless he be convinced, 
ought in all free states to be treated as the common enemy of 
mankind.”^ From the scope of the discourse, it is evident he 
means that whoever hath it for his opinion that a single per- 
son is entitled to absolute authority, ought to quit or conceal 
that opinion, because, otherwise, he will in a free state deserve 
to be treated as a common enemy. Whereas, if he says any 
thing, he says, that whoever thinks that the advocates for abso- 
lute power ought to be treated as common enemies, is obliged 
to quit or conceal that opinion; a sentiment very different froin 
the former. 

The only species of impropriety that remains to be exem- 
plified, is that wherein there appears some slight incongruity 
in the combination of the words, as in the quotations following : 

When you fall into a marCs conversation^ the first thing you 

should consider is ® Properly, fall into conversation 

with a manP I wish, sir, you would animadvert frequently 
en the false taste the toivn is in, with relation to plays as well 
as operas.” ^ Properly, the false taste of the iow7iJ^ 

The presence of the Deity, and the care such an august 
is supposed to take about any action,^^ ® The impropriety 
here is best corrected by substituting the word being m the 
place of cause; for though there be nothing improper in calling 

® Remarks on the Barrier Treaty. * Cato. 

Sentiments of a Church of England Man. ® Spect. No. 49. 

^ lb. No, 22. ® rope’s View of the Epic Poem. 
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tlic Deity an august Cause, the author hath very improperly 
connected with this appellative some words totally unsuitable ; 
for who ever heard of a cause taking care about an action ? 

I shall produce but one other instance : — Neither implies 
tliat there arc virtuous habits and accomplishments ah-eady 
attained by the but they certainly show an uiqyre- 

judiced capacity towards them.”'** In the first clause of tills 
sentence there is a gross inconsistency ; we arc informed ol‘ 
habits and accomjilishments that iirci jwssessed but not attained; 
in the second clause there is a double impropriety, the parti- 
cipial adjective is not suited to the feubstantivc with which it is 
construed ; nor is the subsequent preposition expressive of the 
sense. Supposing then, that the word possessor hath been 
used inadvertently for jwrsouj or some other general term, tlie 
sense may be exhibited thus : ‘‘ Neither implies that there are 
virtuous habits and accomplishments already attained by tljis 
person ; but they certainly show that liis mind is not iirejudiced 
against them, and that it hath a capacity of attaining them.” 

Under this head I might consider that impropriety whicii 
results from the use of metaphors, or other tropes, wherein the 
similitude to the subject, or connexion with it, is too remote; 
also that which results from the construction of words with any 
trope which are not applicable in the literal sense. The former 
errs chiefly against vivacity, the latter against elegance. Of the 
one, tlicrefore, I shall have occasion to speak, when I consider 
the catachresisy of the other when I treat of mixed metaphor, 

I have now finished what was intended on the subject of 
grammatical purity ; the first, and in some respects, the most 
essential of all the virtues of elocution. I have illustrated tlie 
three different ways in which it may be violated; the harharlsm^ 
wlien the words employed are not English ; the solecism, when 
tlie construction is not English ; the impropriety, when the 
meaning in which any English word or phrase is used, by a 
writer or speaker, is not the sense which good use hath 
assigned to it. 


CHAPTER IV: 

Some Grammatical Doubts in regard to English Construction 
stated and examined. 

Before I disiniss this article altogether, it will not be amiss 
to consider a little some dubious points in construction, on 
which our critics appear not to be agreed. 

® Guardian, No. 34. 
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One of the most eminent of them makes this remark upon 
the neuter verbs : A neuter verb cannot become a passive. 
In a neuter verb the agent and the object are the same, and 
cannot be separated even in imagination, as in the examples to 
deepj to walk ; but when the verb is passive, one thing is acted 
upon by another, really or by supposition different from it.”^ 
To this is subjoined in the margin the Following note : That 
some neuter verbs take a passive form, but without a passive 
signification, has been observed above. Here we speak of their 
becoming both in form and signification passive, and shall en- 
deavour further to illustrate the rule by example. To splitj 
like many other Knglish verbs, has both an active and a neuter 
signification; according to the former we say, The force of 
gunpowder split the rock ; according to the latter, The ship 
^plil upon the rock : — and converting the verb active into a 
passive, we may say. The rock was sjdit by the force of gun- 
powder ; or. The ship was split upon the rock. But we can- 
not say with any propriety, turning the verb neuter into a 
passive. The rock was split upon by the sliip.’’ 

This author’s reasoning, so far as concerns verbs properly 
neuter, is so manifestly just that it commands a full assent from 
every one that understands it. I differ from him only in regard 
to the application. In my apprehension, what may grammati- 
cally be named the neuter verbs, are not near so numerous in 
our tongue as he imagines. I do not enter into the difference 
between verbs absolutely neuter, and intransitively active. I 
concur with him in thinking, that this distinction holds more of 
metaphysics than of grammar. But by verbs grammatically 
neuter, I mean such as are not followed either by an accusative, 
or by a preposition and a noun ; for I take this to be the only 
grammatical criterion with us. Of this kind is the simple and 
primitive verb to laucfh ; accordingly to say he was laughed^ 
would be repugnant alike to grammar and to sense. But give 
this verb a regimen, and say, to laugh aty and you alter its 
nature, by adding to its signification. It were an abuse of 
words to call this a neuter, being as truly a conSJIIound active 
verb in English, as deridere is in Latin, to which it exactly 
corresponds in meaning. Nor doth it make any odds that the 
preposition in the one language precedes the verb, and is con- 
joined with it, and in the other follows it, and detached from 
It. The real union is the same in both. Accordingly he was 
laughed aty is as evidently good English, as derisus fuit is 
good Latin, 

Let us hear this author himself, who, speaking of verbs com- 
pounded with a preposition, says expressly, >n English the 
preposition is more frequently placed after the verb, and sepa- 


^ Short Introduction, &c. Sentences. 
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rate from it, like an adverb; in which situation it is no less apt 
to affect the sense of it, and to -give it a new meaning; and may 
still be considered as belonging to the verb, and a part of it. 
As, to cast is to throw; but to cast up^ or to* compute, an ac- 
county is quite a different thing; thus, to fall on, to bear out, to 
give over, &c.” Innumerable examples might be produced, to 
show that such verbs Have been always used as active or transi- 
tive compounds, call them which you please, and therefore as 
properl}" susceptible of the passive voice. I shall produce only 
one authority, which, I am persuaded, the intelligent reader 
will admit to be a good one. It is no other than this ingenious 
critic himself, and the passage of his which I have in view will 
be found in the very quotation above made. When the verb 
is passive, one thing is acted upon by another.” Here the verb 
to act upon is undoubtedly neuter, if the verb to split upon be 
neuter in the expression censured, and conversely, the verb to 
split upon is undoubtedly active, if the verb to act upon be ac- 
tive in the passage quoted. Nor can any thing be more similar 
than the construction : One thing is acted upon by another” — 
^^The rock is split*npon by the ship.” 

After all, I am sensible that the latter expression is liable to 
an exception, which cannot be made against the former. I 
therefore agree with the author in condemning it, but not in the 
reason of pronouncing this sentence. The only reason ihi\i 
weighs with me is this : the active sense of the simple verb 
to splity and the sense of the compound to split upon, are, in 
such a phrase as that above mentioned, apt to be confounded 
Nay, what is more, the false sense is that which is first sug- 
gested to the mind, as if the rock and not the ship had been 
split. And though the subsequent words remove the ambiguity, 
yet the very hesitancy which it occasions renders the expression 
justly chargeable, though not with solecism, with what is per- 
haps worse, obscurity and inelegance. 

That we may be satisfied that this and no other is tho genuine 
cause of censure, let us borrow an example from some verb, 
which in thMlimple form is properly univocal. To smile is 
such a verb, being a neuter, which, in its primitive and unconi- 
pounded state, never receives an active signification; but to 
smile on is with us, according to the definition given above, a 
compound active verb, just as arridere* (to which it corresponds 
alike in etymology and meaning) is in Latin. Accordingly, we 
cannot say he was smiledy in any sense. But to say, he was 
smiled on^ as in the following example, He was smiled on by 

• I know that the verb arrideo i» aceounted neuter by T^atin lexicographers* 
Th© neason li©» not in the sigmifioation of the werd, but purely in this cir- 
cumstance, that it governs the dative and not tho accusative. But witn 
this distinction we have no concern. That it is active ii^ its import is eviaen 
from this, that it is used by good authohri In the passive. 
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fortune in every stage of life,” is entirely unexceptionable. Yet 
the only difference between this and the phrase above criticized, 
ariseth hence, that there is something ambiguous in the first 
appearance of the one, which is not to be found in the other. 
And, indeed, when the simple and primitive verb has both an 
active signification and a neuter, is the case with the verb 
s'plitj) such an ambiguous appearance df the compound in the 
passive is an invariable consequence* 

I shall observe further, in order to prevent mistakes on this 
subject, that tliere are also in our language compound neuter, 
as well as compound active verbs. Such are, to go up, to come 
doum, to fall out. These properly have no passive voice ; and 
though some of them admit a passive form, it is without a pas- 
sive signification. Thus, he is gone up, and he has gone up, are 
nearly of the same import. Now, the only distinction in English 
between the active compound and the neuter compound is 
this ; the preposition in the former, or more properly the com- 
pound verb itself, hath a regimen, in the latter it hath none. 
Indeed these last may be further compounded, by the addition 
of a preposition with a noun, in which case they also become 
active or transitive verbs ; as in these instances, “ lie xoent up 
to her “ She fell out unth them.” Consequently, in giving 
a passive voice to these there is no solecism. We may say, 

She was gone up to by him,” They were fallen out with by 
her.” But it must be owned, that the passive form, in this 
kind of decomposite verbs, ought always to be avoided as in- 
elegant, if not obscure. By bringing three prepositions thus 
together^ one inevitably creates a certain confusion of thought ; 
and it is not till after some painful attention, that the reader 
discovers two of the prepositions to belong to the preceding 
verb, and the third to the succeeding noun. The principal 
scope of the foregoing observations on the passage quoted from 
Dr. Lowth, is to point out the only characteristical distinction 
between verbs neuter and verbs active, which obtains in our 
language. 

To these I shall subjoin a few things, which^ay serve for 
ascertaining another distinction in regard to verbs. When a 
verb is used impersonally, it ought, undoubtedly, to be in the 
singular number, whether the neuter pronoun be expressed or 
understood ; and when no nominative in the sentence can regu- 
larly be construed with the verb, it ought to be considered as 
impersonal. For this reason analogy, as well as usage, favour 
this mode of expression, The ctoditions of the agreement 
were as follows and not as follow. A few late writers have 
inconsiderately adopted this last form through a mistake of the 
construction. For the same reason we ought to sa^, 1 8l?all 
consider his censures so far only as concerns my friend’s con- 
duct :” and not so far as concern It is manifest that the 
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word conditions in the first case, and censures in the second, 
cannot serve as nominatives. If wc give either sentence another 
turn, and instead of aSj say such as, the verb is no longer im- 
personal. The pronoun such is the nominative, whose number 
is determined by its antecedent. Thus we must say, They 
were such as follow,” — su^h of his censures only as concern 
luy friend.” In this 1‘entirely concur with a late anonymous 
remarker on the language. 

I shall only add on this subject, that the use of impersonal 
verbs was much more frequent with us formerly than it is now. 
Thus, it pleaseth me^ it grieveth ine^ it repenteth me^ were a 
sort of impersonals, for which we should now say, 1 please.^ T 
gnece^ I repent Metliinks and methought at present, as 
meseemeth and meseemed anciently, are, as Jolinson justly sup- 
poses, remains of the same practice.® It would not be easy to 
conjecture what hath misled some writers so fiir as to make 
them adopt the uncouth term methoughts^ in contempt alike o(’ 
usage and of analogy, and even without any colourable pretext 
that I can think of^ for thoughts is no part of the verb at all. 

I shall now consider another suspected idiom in English, 
which is the indefinite use sometimes made of the pronoun /f, 
when applied in the several ways following ; first, to persons 
as well as to things; secondly, to the first person and the 
second, as well as to the third ; and thirdly, to a plural as well 
as to a singular. Concerning the second application and the 
third. Dr. Johnson says in his Dictionary, ‘‘This mode of 
speech, though used by good authors, and supported by the il 
7/ a of the French, has yet an appearance of barbarism.” Dr. 
Lowth doubts only of the third application. “ The phrase,” 
says he, “which occurs in the following examples, though 
pretty common, and authorized by custom, yet seems to be 
somewhat defective in the same way.” He had been specify- 
ing inaccuracies arising from disagreement in number. The 
examples alluded to are, — 

that early taint the female soul. ♦ 

*Tisthey that give the great Atrides’ spoils ; 

^Tis they that still renew Ulysses’ toils. * 

— Whcfwas’t came by ? 

’TVs two or three, my Lord, that bring you word, 

Macduff is fled to England. ^ 


Against the first application, to persons as well as to things? 
neither of these critics seemS to have any objection ; and it must 
be owned that they express themselves rather sceptically than 
dogmatically aJ}out the other two. Yet, in my judgment, it 

s The similar nse of impersonal verbs, and the il me aemble of the French, 
render this hypothesis still more probable. 

* Pope. ® rrior. ® Shakspeare. 
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one be censurable, they are all censurable, and if one be pro- 
per, they are all proper. The distinction of genders, especially 
with us, is as essential as the distinction of persons or that of 
numbers. I say, especially with us, because, though the cir- 
cumstances be few wherein the gender can be marked, yet, in 
those few, our language, perhaps more than any other tongue, 
follows the dictates of pure nature, l^e masculine pronoun 
he ill it applies always to males, or at least to persons (God and 
angels, for example) who in respect of dignity are conceived as 
males : the feminine she to females ; and unless where the 
style is figurative, the neuter it to things either not susceptible 
of sex, or in which the sex is unknown. Besides, if we have 
recourse to the Latin syntax, the genuine source of most of 
oiir grammatical scruples, we shall find there an equal repug- 
nancy to all the applications above rehearsed,^ 

But, to clear up this matter as much as possible, I shall 
recur to some remarks of the last-mentioned critic, concerning 
the significations and the uses of the neuter iu The pro- 
noun he tells us, Is sometimes employed to express, 
first, the subject of any inquiry or discourse ; secondly, the 
state or condition of any thing or person ; thirdly, the thing, 
whatever it be, that is the cause of any effect or event, or any 
person considered merely as a cause, without regard to proper 
personality.’’ In illustration of the third use, he quotes these 
words, — 


You heard her say herself, it was not I 

*Twa8 I that killed her . ® 

The observations of this author concerning the neuter pro- 
noun, are, as far as they go, unexceptionable. He ought to 
have added to the word personality ^ in the third use, the 
words gender or number. The example which he hath given 
shows that there is no more regard to gender than to person- 
ality ; and that there ought to be no more regard to number 
than to either of the former, may be evinced fvWxi the con- 
siderations following. 

When a personal pronoun must be used indefinitely, as in 
asking a question whereof the subject is unknown, there is a 
necessity of using one person for all the persons, one gender 
for all the genders, and one number for both numbers. Now 
in English, custom has consigned to this indefinite use, the 
third person, the neater gender, and the singular number. 
Accordingly, in asking a question, nobody censures this use of 
the pronoun, as in the interrogation. Who is it Yet by the 
answer it may be found to be I or Ae, one or many. But 

I idfuit ille would be as gross a solecism, as idfiAit egoot id fait vos, 

bhakspeare. 

P 
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whatever be the answer, if the question be proper, it is proper 
to be^n the answer by expressing the subject of inquiry in the 
same indefinite manner wherein it was expressed in the ques- 
tion. The words it is are consequently pertinent here, what- 
ever be the words which ought to follow, whether / or he^ ive 
or the^, ® Nay, this way of beginning the answer by the same 
indefinite expression of the subject that was used in the ques- 
tion, is the only method authorized in the language for con- 
necting these two together, and showing that what is asserted 
is an answer to the question asked. And if there be nothing 
faulty in the expression, when it h an answer to a question 
actu^ly proposed, there can be no fault in it, where no ques- 
tion is proposed. For every answer, that is not a bare assent 
or denial, ought, independently^ of the question, to contain a 
proposition grammatically enunciated, and everj^ affirmation or 
negation ought to be so enunciated as that it might be an 
answer to a question. Thus by a very simple sorites it can be 
proved, that if the pronoun it may be used indefinitely in one 
case, it may in every case. Nor is it possible to conceive even 
the shadow of a reason, why one number may not as well 
serve indefinitely for both numbers, as one person for all the 
persons, and one gender for all the genders. 

That which hath made more writers scrupulous about the 
first of these applications than about the other two, is, I 
imagine, the appearance not of the pronoun, but of the sub- 
stantive verb in the singular adjoined to some term in the 

1 dural. In order to avoid this supposed incongruity, the trans- 
ators of the Bible have in one place stumbled on a very un- 


couth expression. Search the scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life ; and they are they which testify of 
In the other applications they have not hesitated to 
use the indefinite pronoun it^ as in this expression : It is /, be 
not afraid.”* Yet the phrase they are they in the first quota- 
tion, adopted to prevent the incongruous adjunction of the 
verb in th^ingular, and the subsequent noun or pronoun in 


the plural, to, I suspect, no better English than the phrase I 
am I would have been in the second, by which they might 
have prevented the adjunction not less incongruous of the third 
person of the verb to the first personal pronoun. If there be 
any difiference in respect of congruity, the former is the less 
incongruous of the two. The latter never occurs but in such 
passages as those above q^uoted ; whereas nothing is commoner 
than to use the substantive verb as a copula to two nouns dn- 
fering in humber; in which case it generally agrees with the 
first. His ^meat waa locusts and wud honey,” * is a sentence 


• In this obser?atio» I find I have the oeneurrenee of IXr. 

1 John V. 39. * Matt. xiv. 27. « Matt. ui. 4. 
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which, I believe, nobody ever suspected to be ungrammatical. 
Now, as every noun may be represented by a pronoun, what is 
grammatical in those must, by a parity of reason, be gramma- 
tical in these also. Had the question been put, What was 
his meat?” the answer had undoubtedly been proper, “It 
was locusts and wild honey And this is another argument 
which in my apprehension is decisive. 

But “ this comes,” as Dr. Lowth expresseth himself in a 
similar case, “ of forcing the English under the rules of a 
foreign language, with which it has little concern.”'* A con- 
venient mode of speech which custom hath established, and for 
which there is pretty frequent occasion, ought not to be hastily 
given up, especially when the language doth not furnish us with 
another equally simple and easy to supply its place. I should 
not have entered so minutely into the defence of a practice 
sufficiently authorized by use, but in order, If possible, to satisfy 
those critics who, though both ingenious and acute, are apt to 
be rather more scrupulous on the article of language than the 
nature of the subject will admit. In every tongue there are 
real anomalies which have obtained the sanction of custom ; 
for this at most hath been reckoned only dubious. There are 
particularly some in our own, which have never, as- far as I 
know,-been excepted against any writer, and which, neverthe- 
less, it is much more difficult to reconcile to the syntactic order 
than that which I have been now defending. An example of 
this is the use of the indefinite article, which is naturally sin- 
gular, before adjectives expressive of number, and joined with 
substantives in the plural. Such are the phrases following, a 
few persons^ a great many 71101, a hundred or a thousand 
ships. 

There is another point on which, as both the practice of 
writers and the judgment of critics seem to be divided, it may 
not be improper to make a few remarks. It is the way of using 
the infinitive after a verb in the preterite. Some will have it 
that the verb governed ought to be in the past n well as the 
verb governing ; and others that the infinitive ought to be in 
what is called the present, but what is in fact indefinite in 
regard to time. I do not think thj^t on either side the different 

* The EnglUh hath little or no affinity in structure either to the Latin or 
to the Greek. It much more resembles the modern European languages, 
ospecially the French- Accordingly we find in it an idiom very similar to 
that which hath been considered ^ove, I do not mean the il y «, because the 
® IS part of an active verb, and the words that follow in the sentence are its 
regimen ; consequently no agreement in person and number is required. But 
hydiom to which I allude is the t7 est, as used in the foyowing sentence, 
anmauar qui sembient reduitS au toucher; il en eU qui sembient 
P ticiper ^ nfitre intelligence.” Contemplation de la Nature, par Bonnet. 
niMf ■ zealous^ an advocate for English independency to look on this argu- 
thif ®<^acJnsive. Biit 1 think it more than a sufficient counterpoise to all 
can be pleaded on the other $ide froffi the syntax of the learned languages. 
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cases have been distinguished with sufficient accuracy. A very 
little attention will, I hope, enable us to unravel the difficulty 
entirely. 

Let us begin with the simplest case, the infinitive after the 
present of the indicative. When the infinitive is expressive of 
what is conceived to bp either future in regard to the verb in 
the present, or contemporary, the infinitive ought to be in the 
present. Thus, I intend to icrite to my father to-morrow.” 

He seems to he a man of letters.” In the first example the 
verb to wnte expresses what is future in respect to the verb 
intend. In the second the verb to Ik expresses what is equally 
present with the verb seems. About the propriety of such ex- 
pressions there is no doubt. Again, if the infinitive after the 
verb in the present be intended to express what must have been 
antecedent to that which is expressed by the governing verb, 
the infinitive must be in the preterperfect, even though the 
other verb be in the present. ‘ Thus, From his conversation 
he appears to have studied Homer with great care and judg- 
ment.” To use the present in this case, and say, He appears 
to study Homer” would overturn the sense. 

The same rule must be followed when the governing verb is 
in the preterite ; for let it be observed that it is the tense of the 
governing verb only that marks the absolute time ; the tense of 
the verb governed marks solely its relative time with respect to 
the other. Thus I should say, I always intended to write to 
my father, though I have not yet done it.” He seemed to he 
a man of letters.” From a conversation I once had with him, 
he appeared to have studied Homer with great care and judg- 
ment.” Propriety plainly requires that in the first two instances 
the infinitive should be in the present tense, and in the third 
instance in the preterite. 

Priestley has not expressed himself on this subject with pre- 
cision. I found him better than I expected to find him^ is the 
only proper analogical expression. Expected to have found 
him is irrecopcileable alike toj^raramar and to sense. Indeed 
all verbs expressive of hope, desire, intention, or command, 
must invariably be followed by the present and not the per- 
fect of the infinitive. Every body would percaive an error in 
this expression : It is long since I commanded him to have 
done it.” Yet expected to have found is no better. It is as 
clear that the finding must be posterior to the expectation, as 
that the obedience must be posterior to the conamaiid. 
though the anonymous remarker formerly quoted is in the right 
bm to the particular expressions criticized by hiin, he decides 
too generally, and seems to have imagined that in no case ought 
the preterperfect of the infinitive to fmlow the preterite of the in- 
dicative. If this was his opinion, he was egregiously mistaken. 
It is however agreed on both sides that, in order to express the 
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past with the defective verb oiight^ we must use the perfect of 
the infinitive, and say for example, ‘‘ he ought to have done it 
this in that verb being the only possible way of distinguishing 
the past from the present. 

There is only one other observation of Dr. Lowth on which, 
before I conclude this article, I must bfg leave to otfer some 
remarks. ‘‘ Phrases like the following, though very common, 
are improper: Much depends upon the riders being oh^ 
served; and error will be the consequence of its being neglected. 
For here is a noun and a pronoun representing it, each in the 
possessive case, that is, under government of another noun, but 
\vithout other noun to govern it — for being observed and being 
neglected arc not nouns : nor can you supply the placft of the 
possessive case by the preposition of before the noun or pro- 
noun.”^ For my part, notwithstanding what is here very 
speciously urged, I am not satisfied that there is any fault in 
the phrases censured. They appear to me jf^o be perfectly in 
the idiom of our tongue, and such as on some occasions could 
not easily be avoided, unless by recurring to circumlocution, an 
expedient which invariably tends to enervate the expression. 
But let us examine the matter more nearly. 

Tills author admits that the active participle may be employed 
as a noun, and has given some excellent directions regarding 
the manner in which it ought to be construed, that the proper 
distinction may be preserved between the noun and the gerund. 
Phrases* like these, therefore, he would have admitted as unex- 
ceptionable: Much depends upon their observing of the rule, 
and error will be the consequence of their neglecting of it.’* 
Now, though I allow both the modes of expressiondo be good, 

I think the first simpler and better than the second. Let us 
consider whether the former be liable to any objections, which 
do not equally affect the latter. 

One principal objection to the first is, You cannot suppljr 
the place of the possessive case by the preposition of before the 
noun or pronoun.” Eight ; but ^fore you draw any conclusion 
from this circumstance, try whSher it will not equally affect 
both expressions; for if it does, both are on this account to be 
^’ejected, or neither. In the first, the sentence will be made to 
nin thus, Much depends upon the being ohsei'ved of the rule, 
and error will be the consequence of the being neglected of it.” 
Very bad, without question. In the second, thus, “Much 
depends upon the observing of them of the rule, and error 
^dl be the consequence of the neglecting of them of it.” 
fetill worse. But it may be thought that as, in the last example, 
the participial noun gets a double regimen, thi^ occasions all 
Ihe impropriety and confosion. * I shall therefore make the 

^ Introduction, ^c. Sentences, Note on the 6th Phrase. ^ 
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experiment on a more simple sentence. ^^Much will depend 
on your pupiPs composing^ but more on his reading frequently/’ 
‘ Would it be English to say, Much will depend on the com- 
posing o f your pupily but more on the reading of him frequent- 
ly?” N'o, certainly. If this argument then prove any thing, 
it proves too much, aqd consequently can be no criterion. 

The only other objection mentioned is, that being observed 
and being neglected are not nouns. It is acknowledged that, in 
the common acceptation of the word, tliey are not nouns, but 
passive participles; neither is the active participle commonly a 
noun, neither is the infinitive of tire verb active or passive a 
noun. Yet the genius of the tongue permits that all these may 
be con^rued as nouns in certain occurrences. The infinitive 
in particular is employed substantively when it is made either 
the nominative or the regimen of a verb. Now in this way not 
the infinitive only, but along with it all the words in construc- 
tion are understcnlfd as one compound noun, as in the examples 
following; To love God and our neighbour is a duty in- 
cumbent on us all,” and The gospel strongly inculcates on us 
this important lesson, to love God and our neighbour^ But in 
no other situation can such clauses supply the place of nouns. 
They are never used in construction with other nouns followed 
by a preposition. The quotation brought from Spenser is, I 
suspect, a mere Grecism, which was not in his time more than 
it is at present conformable to the English idiom. For is the 
only preposition that seems ever to have been constrifed wijlh 
such clauses after another verb. And even this usage is now 
totally laid aside. 

I am of opinion, therefore, upon the whole, that as the idiom 
in question is analogical, supported by good use, and sometimes 
very expedient, it ought not to be entirely reprobated. 


CHAFER V. 

Of the qualities of Style strictly rhetorical, * 

m 

PuiiiTY, of which I have treated at some length in the two pi'c- 
ceding cliapters, may justly be denominated grammatical truth. 
It consisteth in the conformity of the expression to the sentiment 
which the speaker or the writer intends to convey by it, as moral 
truth consisteth in the conformity of thejeentiment intended to 
be conveyed, to the sentiment actually entertained by the speaker 
or the writer;'and logical truth, as was hinted above, in the con- 
formity of the sentiment to the nature of thitigSi The opposite 
to logical truth is properly error; to moral trutn, alie; to gram- 
matical truth, a blunder. Now, the only standard by which the 
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conformity implied in grammatic truth must be ascertained in 
every language, is, as hath been evinced,® reputable, national, 
and present use, in that language. 

But it is with the expression as with the sentiment, it is not 
enough to^ the orator that both be true. A sentence may be a 
just exhibition, according to the rules pf the language, of the 
thought intended to be conveyed by it, and may therefore, to a 
mere grammarian, be unexceptionable ; which to an orator may 
appear extreniely faulty. It may, nevertheless, be obscure, it 
may be languid, it may be inelegant, it may be flat, it may be 
unmusical. It is not ultimately the justness either of the 
thought or of the expression, which is the aim of the orator; 
but it is a certain effect to be produced in the hearers. This 
effect as he purposeth to produce in them by means of language, 
which he makes the instrument of conveying his sentiments 
into their minds, he must take care in the first place that his 
style be perspicuous, that so he may be sure of being under- 
stood. If he would not only inform the understanding, but 
please the imagination, he must add the charms of vivacity and 
elegance, corresponding to the two sources from which, as was 
observed in the beginning of this work,^ the merit of an address 
of this kind results. By vivacity, resemblance is attained; by 
elegance, dignity of manner. For as to the dignity of the sub- 
ject itself, or thing imitated, it concerns solely the thought. If 
he purposes to work upon the passions, his very diction, as well 

his sentiments, must be animated. Thus language and 
thought, like body and soul, are made to correspond, and the 
qualities of the one exactly to co-operate with those of the 
other. 

But though the perfection of the body consists, as was 
formerly observed,® in its fitness for serving the purposes of 
the soul, it is at the same time capable of one peculiar excel- 
lence as a visible object. The excellence I mean is beauty^ 
which evidently implies more than what results from the fitness 
of the several organs and mernbgfsfor answering their respective 
ends. ^ That there is a beauty m the perceived fitness of means 
to their end, and instruments to their use, is uncontrovertible. 
All that I contend for here is, that this is not the whole of what 
IS implied in the tiprm beatUy, The eyes of one person may be 
^uch inferior in this respect to those of another, though equally 
nt for aU the purposes of vision. , The like may be said of every 
other feature. Analogous to this there is an excellence of which 
language is susceptjijle as an audible object, distinct from its 
^^ptitude for conveying the sentiments of the orator with light 
and energy into the minds of the hearers. Now, as music is 
to the what beauty is to the eye, I shall, for want of a more 

® Book Ib Chapa. 


7 Book L Chap. i. 


s Book L Chap, iv* 
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proper term, denominate this excellence in style, its music ; 
though I acknowledge the word is rarely used with so great 
latitude. 

Thus it appears that beside puriti/j which is a quality entirely 
grammatical, the five simple and original qualities of style, con- 
sidered as an object to^the understanding, the imagination, the 
passions, and the ear, are perspicuity^ vivacity^ elegance^ ani-^ 
matioTiy and music. 


OIIAPTER VI. 

Of Perspicuity, 

Of all the qualities above mentioned the first and most essential 
is perspicuity,^ Every speaker doth not propose to please the 
imagination, nor is every subject susceptible of those ornaments 
which conduce to this purpose. Much less is it the aim of every 
speech to agitate the passions. There are some occasions, there- 
fore, on which vivacity, and many on which animation of style 
are not necessary ; nay, there are occasions on which the last 
especially would be improper. But whatever be the ultimate 
intention of the orator, to inform, to convince, to please, to 
move, or to persuade, still he must speak so as to be under- 
stood, or he speaks to no purpose. If he do not propose to 
convey certain sentiments into the minds of his hearers, by the 
aid of signs intelligible to them, he may as well declaim before 
them in an unknown tongue. This prerogative the intellect has 
above all the other faculties, that whether it be or be not imme- 
diately addressed by the speaker, it must be regarded by him 
either ultimately or subordinately; ultimately, when the direct 
purpose of the discourse is information or conviction; subordi- 
nately, when the end is pleasure, emotion, or persua^on. 

There is another difiFerence alsa between persj^cuity and the 
two last-mentioned qualities, vivacity and anwnatign, which de- 
serves to be remarked. In a discourse either or both 

of these are requisite, it is not every senten^e'ihat requires, or 
even admits them ; but every sentence ought to be perspicuous. 
The effect of all the other qualities of styfe is lost without this. 
This, being to the understanding what, light is to the eye, ought 
to be diffused Over the whole performance. In this respect it 
resembles grammatical purity, of which I have already treated, 

^ Prima est eloqueiiti»vvirtus perspicuitas. QtUKT* 
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but it is not in this respect only that it resembles it. Both 
are best illustrated by showing the different ways wherein they 
may be lost. It is for these reasons that, though perspicuity 
be more properly a rhetorical than a grammatical quality, I 
thought it better to include it in this book, which treats of the 
foundations and essential or universal properties of elocution, 
tlian to class it with those which are purely discriminative of 
particular styles. 

Indeed, if language were capable of absolute perfection, 
wliich it evidently is not ; if words and things could be rendered 
exact counterparts to each*other ; if every different thing in 
nature had a different symbol by which it were expressed; and 
every difference in the relations of things had a corresponding 
difference in the combinations of words, purity alone would 
ccure perspicuity, or rather these two would entirely coincide. 
To speak grammatically would, in that case, convey infallibly 
and perspicuously the full meaning of the speaker, if he had 
any meaning, into the mind of every hearer who perfectly un- 
derstands the language. There would not be even a possibility 
of mistake or doubt. But the case is widely different with all 
the languages that ever were, are, or will be in the world. 

Grammatical purity, in every tongue, conduceth greatly to 
perspicuity, but it will by no means secure it. A man may 
in respect of it speak unexceptionably, and yet speak obscurely, 
or ambiguously; and though we cannot say that a man may 
s[)eak properly, and at the same time speak unintelligibly, yet 
this last case falls more naturally to be considered as an offence 
against perspicuity than as a violation of propriety. For when 
the meaning is not discovered the particular impropriety can- 
not be pointed out. In the three different ways, therefore, 
just now mentioned, perspicuity may be violated. 


Section I. — The Obscure. 

Part I . — From Defect. 

This is the first pifence against perspicuity, and may arise 
from several causes. First, from some defect in the expression. 
There are in .all' languages Certain elliptical expressions which 
use hath established, iind which, therefore, very rarely occasion 
darkness. When they do occasion it, they ought always to be 
avoided. Such are, in Greek and Latin, the frequent suppres- 
sion of the substantive verb, and of the possessive pronouns ; 
I was going to add, and of the personal pronodns also : but, 
on reflection, I am sensible that, in the omission of them in 
the nominative, there is properly no ellipsis, as the verb, bv its 
inflection actually expresses them. Accordingly, in tnese 
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languages, the pronoun in the nominative is never rightly in- 
troduced, unless when it is emphatical. But the idiom of most 
modern tongues, English and French particularly, will seldom 
admit such ellipsis.^ In Italian and Spanish they are pretty 
frequent. 

Often, indeed, the^ affectation of conciseness, often the 
rapidity of thought natural to some writers, will give rise to 
still more material defects in the expression. Of these I shall 
produce a few examples : He is inspired,” says an eminent 
writer, with a true sense of that function^ when chosen from 
a regard to the interests of piety and virtue.”^ Sense in this 
passage denotes an inward feeling, or the impression which 
some sentiment makes upon the mind. Now, a function cannot 
be a sentiment impressed or felt. The expression is therefore 
defective, and ought to have been, He is inspired with a true 
sense of the dignity or of the importance of that function.’’ — 
You ought to contemn all the wit in the world against you.”^ 
As the writer doth not intend to signify that all the wit in the 
world is actually exerted against the person whom he addresses, 
there is a defect in the expression, though perhaps it will be 
thought chargeable with redundancy at the same time. More 
plainly thus, You ought to contemn all the wit that can be 
employed against you.” — He talks all the way up stairs to a 
visit.” * There is here also a faulty omission, which, if it can- 
not be said to obscure the sense, doth at least withhold that 
light whereof it is susceptible. If the word visit ever meant 
person or people, there would be an ambiguity in the sentence, 
and we should imagine this the object talked to ; but as that 


^ The French, I imagine, have gone to the other extreme. They require 
in many instances repetition of pronouns, prepositions, and articles, which, as 
they add nothing to the perspicuity, must render the expression languid. 
There are some cases in which this repetition is consequential on the very 
construction of their language. For example, we say properly in English, 
mu father and mother ; because the possessive pronoun, having no distinction 
of gender, and so having but one form, is alike applicable to Doth : the case 
being different with them renders it necessary to follow a different rule, and 
to say, mon pere et ma mere. But it is not to instances of this sort that the 
rule is limited. Custom with them hath extended it to innumerable cases, 
wherein there is no necessity from construction. With us it% enougjh try 
say, ‘‘ She was robbed of her clothes and jewels'* With them the preposition 
and the pronoun must both be repeated, de ses habits et de aesjoyaux. Again, 
with them it is not sufficient to say, ** The woman whom you know and love^" 
but whom you know and whom you lov€^-.-.que vous coiinoissez et que vous ahnez. 
In like manner, the relatives in French must never be omitted. They often 
are in English, and when the omission occasions no obscurity it is not ac- 
counted improper. An expression like this would in their tongue be intole- 
rable : “ You are obliged to say and do all you can," It must be *'to say and 
to do all that which you canf — ao dire et de faire tout ce oue vous saves. But 
though in severiu instances the critics of that nation nave refined on their 
language to excess, and by needless repetitions hare sometimes enervated 
tho expression, their criticisms, when useful in assisting us to shun any 
obscurity or ambiguity, deserve to be adopted. 

^ Guardian, No. 13. * * Ibid. iSo, 53. ^ Spect. No. 2. 
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cannot be the case, the expression is rather to be accounted 
lame, there being no verb in it with which the words to a visit 
can be construed. More explicitly thus, He talks all the way 
as he walks up stairs to make a visit.” — ‘^Arbitrary power,” says 
an elegant writer, I look upon as a greater evil than anarchy 
itself, as much as a savage is a happier state of life than a 
glare at the oar.”® Neither savage nor slave can be denomi- 
nated a state of life, though the states in which they live may 
])roperly be compared. — “ This courage among the adversaries 
of the court,” says the same writer in another piece, was in- 
spired into them by various incidents, for every one of which, 
1 think, the ministers, or, if that was the case, the minister 
alone is to answer.” ® If that was the case^ pray, what is he 
supposing to have been the case ? To the relative that I can 
find no antecedent, and am left to guess that he means, if 
there was but one minister, — When a man considers not only 
an ample fortune, but even the very necessaries of life, his pre- 
tence to food itself, at the mercy of others, he cannot but look 
upon himself in the state of the dead, with his case thus much 
worse, that the last office is performed by his adversaries in- 
stead of his friends.”^ There is a double ellipsis in this sen- 
tence. You must first supply as being before the words at the 
mercy j and insert as before in the state of the dead. — I beg 
of you,” says Steele, never let the glory of our nation, who 
made France tremble, and yet has the gentleness to be unable 
to bear opposition from the meanest of his own countrymen, be 
calumniated in so impudent a manner, as in the insinuation that 
he affected a perpetual dictatorship.”® At first reading, one is 
at a loss to find an antecedent to the pronouns loho, his^ and 
he. On reflection one discovers that the phrase the glory of 
our nation is figurative, and denotes a certain illustrious person- 
age. The trope is rather too adventurous, without some soften- 
ing clause, to suit the idiom of our tongue. The sense would 
have appeared immediately, had he said, ‘‘ Never let the man, 
who may justly be styled the glory of our nation .” 

The instances now given will suffice to specify the obscurities 
in style which arise from deficiency. The same evil may also 
he occasibned by excess. But as this almost invariably offends 
vivacity, and oiuy sometimes prod uceth darkness, there will be 
a more proper occasion of considering it afterwards. Another 
cause of obscurity is a bad choice of words. When it is this 
alone which renders the sentence obscure, there is always 
ground for the charge of impropriety, which hath been dis- 
cussed already. 

• 

® Sentiments of a Church of England Man. 

^ Fro© Thoughts on the Present State of Affairs. 

^ ^ectator, No. 450, T. 

* Cruardian, No. 53. 
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Part II . — From bad Arrangement 

Another source of obscurity is a bad arrangement of the 
words. In this case the construction is not sufficiently clear. 
One often, on first hearing the sentence, imagines, from the 
turn of it, that it ought to be construed one way, and on re- 
flection finds that he must construe it another way. Of this, 
which is a blemish too common even in the style of our best 
writers, I shall produce a few examples : It contained,” says 
Swift, a warrant for conducting me and my retinue to Tral- 
dragdubb or Trildrogdrib, for it is pronounced both ways, as 
near as I can remember, by a party of ten horseJ^^ The words 
by a party of ten horse must be construed with the participle 
conducting^ but they are placed so far from this word, and so 
near the verb pronounced^ that at first they suggest a meaning 
perfectly ludicrous. I had several men died in my ship of 
calentures.” ^ The preposition of must be construed with the 
verb died'^ and not, as the first appearance would suggest, with 
the noun ship immediately preceding. More clearly thus, 
had several men in my ship who died of calentures.” I shall 
remark, by the way, that though the relatives who and which 
may, agreeably to the English idiom, be sometimes omitted in 
the oblique cases, to omit them in the nominative, as in the 
passage last quoted, almost always gives a maimed appearance 
to the expression. ^^I perceived it had been scoured ivith 
half an eye^^ The situation of the last phrase, which is be- 
sides a very bad one, is liable to the same exception. I have 
hopes that when Will confronts him, and all the ladies in whose 
behalf he engages him cast kind looks and wishes of success 
at their champion, he will have some shame.” ^ It is impossi- 
ble not to imagine, on hearing the first part of the sentence, 
that Will is to confront all the ladies, — tnough afterwards we 
find it necessary to construe this clause with the following verb. 
This confusion is removed at once, by repeating the adverb 
thus, I have hopes that when Will confronts him, and when 

all the ladies cast kind looks ” The subsequent sentence 

is liable to the same exception : He advanced against the 
fierce ancient, imitating his address, his pace, and career, as well 
as the vigour of his horse and his own skill would allow. 
The clause as well as the vigour of his horse appears at first to 
belong to the former part of the sentence, and is afterwards 
found to belong to the latter. In all the above instances of bad 
arrangement, mere is what may be justly termed a constructive 

® Voyage to Lapiita. ^ Voyage to the Houyhnhyms. 

^ Quajraiaa* No. 10. * Spectat<>>^, No. SOt 

* Battle of the Books. 
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ambiguity ; that is, the words are so disposed in point of order 
as would render them really ambiguous if, in that construction 
which the expression first suggests, any meaning were exhibit- 
ed. this is not the case, the faulty order of the words can- 
not be properly considered as rendering the sentence ambiguous, 
but obscure. 

It may indeed be argued that, in these and the like exam- 
ples, the least reflection in the reader will quickly remove the 
obscurity. But why is there any obscurity to be removed ? 
Or why does the writer require more attention from the reader, 
or the speaker from the hearer, than is absolutely necessary ? 
It ought to be remembered that whatever application we must 
give to the words is, in fact, so much deducted from what we 
owe to the sentiments. Besides, the effort that is exerted in a 
vTry close attention to the language always weakens the effect 
which the thoughts were intended to produce in the mind. 
“By perspicuity,” as Quintilian justly observes, ^^care is taken, 
not that the hearer may understand, if he will ; but that he 
mu8i understand, whether he will or not. ” ® Perspicuity origi- 
nally and properly implies transparency ^ such as may be as- 
cribed to air, glass, water, or any other medium through which 
material objects are viewed. From this original and proper 
sense it hath been metaphorically applied to language, this 
being, as It were, the medium through which we perceive the 
notions and sentiments of a speaker. Now, in corporeal things, 
if the medium through which we look at any object be perfect- 
ly transparent, our whole attention is fixed on the object ; we 
are scarcely sensible that there is a medium which intervenes, 
and can hardly be said to perceive it. But if there be any flaw 
in the medium, if we see through it but dimly, if the object be 
imperfectly represented, or if we know it to be misrepresented, 
our attention is immediately taken oflf the object, to the medium^ 
We are then desirous to discover the cause either of the dim 
and confused representation, or of the misrepresentation of 
things which it exhibits, that so the defect in vision majr be 
suppied by judgment. The case of language is precisely 
simUar. A discourse, then, excels in perspicuity, when the 
subject en^osses the attention of the hearer, and the diction is 
so little minded by him that he can scarcely be said to be con- 
scious that it is through this medium he sees into the speaker's 
thoughts. On the contrary, the least obscurity, ambiguity, or 
confusion in the style, instantly removes the attention from the 
soutiment to the expression, and the hearer endeavours, by the 
aid of reflection, to correct the imperfections of the speaker’s 
language^ • 

r ut intelligerapossit.sedneomnino possit noaintelligere, curandum. 

Instit. Lib. vili. Cap. r 
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So much for obviating the objections which are frequently 
raised against such remarks as I have already made, and shall 
probably hereafter make, on the subject of language. The 
elements which enter into composition of the hugest bodies are 
subtle and inconsiderable. The rudiments of every art and 
science exhibit at firs^ to a learner, the appearance of littleness 
and insignificancy. And it is by attending to such reflections 
as to a superficial observer would appear minute and hypercri- 
tical, that language must be improved, and eloquence perfected.^ 
I return to the causes of obscurity, and shall only further 
observe, concerning the effect of bad arrangement, that it gene- 
rally obscures the sense, even when it doth not, as in the pre- 
ceding instances, suggest a wrong construction. Of this the 
following will suflSce for an example ; The young man did 
not want natural talents ; but the fiither of him was a coxcomb, 
who affected being a fine gentleman so unmercifully, that lie 
could not endure in his sight, or the frequent imnlion of onc^ 
who was his son, growing into manhood, and thrusting him out 
of the gay world.” ^ It is not easy to disentangle the construc- 
tion of this sentence. One is at a loss at first to find any ac- 
cusative to the active verb endure ; on further examination it 
is discovered to have two, the word mention^ and the word one^ 
which is here closely combined with the preposition o/, and 
makes the regimen of the noun mention. I might observe also 
the vile application of the word unmercifully. This, together 
with the irregularity of the reference, and intricacy of the 
whole, renders the passage under consideration one of those 
which may, with equal justice, be ranked under solecism^ ini- 
propriety^ obscurity^ or inelegance. 


Part III . — From using the Same Word in Different Senses. 

Another source of obscurity is when the same word is in the 
same sentence used in different senses. This error is exem- 
plified in the following quotation : That he should be in ear- 
nest it is hard to conceive ; since any reasons of doubt, whicii 
he might have in this case, would have been reasons of doubt 
in the case of other men, who may give niorey but cannot give 
more emdent^ signs of thought than their fellow creatures. 
This errs alike against perspicuity and elegance ; the word 
more is first an adjective, the comparative of many; iR 
instant it is an adverb, and the sign of the comparative degree. 
As the reader is not apprised of this, the sentence must appeal 
to him, on the first glance, a flat contradiction. Perspicuously 
either thus, who may give more nufnetouB^ but cannot give 

. • The maxim Nature se potissimum prodit in miniiMis, is n<^t jJonSneti to 
physiology. 7 Sp^ct, No. 498. T. ® Boling. Ph. Ess. i. Sect. 
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more evident signs or thus, who may give more^ but 

cannot ^ive clearer signs.” 

It is but seldom that the same pronoun can be used twice or 
oftener in the same sentence, in reference to different things, 
without darkening the expression. It is necessary to observe 
here that the signification of the personal, as well as of the re- 
lative pronouns, and even of the adverbs of place and time, 
must be determined by the things to which they relate. To use 
them, therefore, with reference to different things, is in effect to 
employ the same word in different senses ; which, when it 
occurs in the same sentence, or in sentences closely connected, 
is rarely found entirely compatible with perspicuity. Of this I 
shall give some examples. One may have an air which pro- 
ceeds from a just sufficiency and knowledge of the matter before 
him, which may naturally produce some motions of his head 
and body, which might become the bench better than the bar.” ® s 
The pronoun which is here thrice used in three several senses ; 
and it must require reflection to discover that the first denotes 
an air, the second sufficiency and knowledge, and the third 
motions of the head and body* Such is the use of the pronouns 
those and who in the following sentence of the same writer : 

The sharks, who prey upon the inadvertency of young heirs, 
are more pardonable than those, who trespass upon the good 
opinion of those, who treat with them upon the foot of choice 
and respect.”^ The same fault here renders a very short 
sentence at once obscure, inelegant and unmusical. The like 
use of the pronoun they, in the following sentence, almost 
occasions an ambiguity ; They were persons of such moderate 
intellects, even before they were impaired by their passions.” ^ — 
The use made of the pronoun it, in the example subjoined, is 
liable to the same exception : If it were spoken with never so 
great skill in the actor, the manner of uttering that sentence 
could have nothing in it, which could strike any but people of 
the greatest humani^, nay, people elegant and skilful in obser- 
vations upon itT^ To the preceding examples add one 

wherein the adverb when, by bein^ used in the s^e manner, 
occasions some obscurity : He is inspired with a true sense of 
that function, when chosen from a regard to the interests of 
piety and virtue, and a scorn of whatever men call great in a 
transitory being, when it comes in competition with what is un- 
changeable and etemah”^ 

Part IV.^From an uncertain reference in Pronouns and 
Relatives* 

A cauie of obsourity also arising from the use of pronouns 
^d relatives, is when it doth not appear at first to what they 

• Ouardian, No. 18. i Ibid. No. 73. a Sped. No. 30. 

Mbid. No. 502. ^ Guardian, No. 13. 



224 


THE PHILOSOPHY 


[book II. 


refer. Of this fault I shall give the three following instances : 

There are other eMmples,” says Bolingbroke, of the same 
kind, which cannot be brought without the utmost horror, be- 
cause in them it is supposed impiously, against principles as 
self-evident as any of those necessa^ truths, which are such 
of all knowledge, that the supreme Being commands by one 
law, what he forbids by another.” ^ It is not so clear as it ought 
to be what is the antecedent to such. Another from the same 
author ; The laws of Nature are truly what my Lord Bacon 
styles his aphorisms, laws of laws. Civil laws are always im- 
perfect, and often false deductions from them^ or applications of 
them ; nay, they stand in many instances in direct opposition to 
It is not quite obvious, on the first reading, that the 
pronoun them in this passage doth always refer to the laws of 
Nature, and they to civil laws. When a man considers the 
state of his own mind, about which every member of the Chris- 
tian world is supposed at this time to be employed, he will find 
that the best defence against vice, is preserving the worthiest 

f art of his own spirit pure from any great offence against it.” ^ 
t must be owned that the darkness of this sentence is not to 
be imputed solely to the pronoun. 


Part V . — From too Artificial a Structure of the Sentence. 

Another cause of obscurity is when the structure of the 
sentence is too much complicated, or too artificial ; or when 
the sense is too long suspended by parentheses. Some critics 
have been so strongiypersuadedof the bad effect of parentheses 
on perspicuity, as to think they ought to be discarded altoge- 
ther. But this, I imagine, is also an extreme. If the parenthesis 
be short, and if it be introduced in a proper place, it will not in 
the least hurt the clearness, and may add both to the vivacity 
and to the H^ergy of the sentence. Others, again, have carried 
their dislike to the parenthesis only so far as to lay aside the 
hooks by which it is commonly distinguished, and to usecommas 
in their place. But this is not avoiding the fault, if it be a fault ; 
it is only endeavouring to commit it so as to escape discoverj^, 
and may therefore be more justly denominated a corruption m 
writing than an improvement. Punctuation, it will readily be 
acknowledged, is of considerable assistance to the reading and 
pronunciation. No part of a sentence requires to be dis- 
tinguished, by the manner of pronouncing it, more than a 
parenthesis ; and consequently, no part of a sentence ought to 
be more distinctly marked in the pointing. 

« Bolingb. Phil Fit 20. « Ib. Fr. 9. r Ouardian, No. 19. 
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Pabt VI . — From technicdi Terms, 

Another source of darkness in composing is the injudicious 
introduction of technical words and phrases, as in the following 
passage : 


Tack to the larboard, and stand off to sea, 

Veer starboard sea and land .® 

What am absurd profusion, in an epic poem too, of terms 
which few beside seamen understand! In strict propriety, 
technical words should not be considered as belonging to the 
language; because not in current use, nor understood bjr the 
generality even of readers. They are but the peculiar dialect 
of a particular class. When those of that class only are ad- i 
dressed, as in treatises on the principles of their art, it Is 
admitted that the use of such terms may be not only conve- 
nient, but even necessary. It is allowable also in ridicule, if 
used sparingly, as in comedy and romance. 


Part YII. — From long Sentences, 

The last cause of obscurify I shall take notice of Is very long 
sentences. This rarely fails to be conjoined with some of the 
other faults before menti^ed. The two subsequent quotations, 
from two eminent writers, will serve sufficiently to exemplify 
more than one of them. The first is from BoHngbroke’s 
Philosophy : If we are so, contrary to all appearances (for 
they denote plainly one single system, all the parts of which 
arc so intimately connected and dependent one on another, that 
the whole begins, proceeds, and ends together,) this union of a 
body and a soul must be magical indeed, as Doctor Cudworth 
calls it; so magical, that the hypothesis serves to purpose in 
philosophy, whatever it may do in theology; and is still less 
comprehensible than the hypothesis wliich assumes, that 
although our idea of thought oe not included in the idea of 
matter or body, as the idea of figure is, for instance, in that of 
limited extension, yet the faculty of thinking, in all the modes 
of thought, may have been superadded by Omnipotence, to cer- 
tain systems of matter: which it is not less than blasphemy to 
deny; though divines and philosophers, who deny it in terms, 
jjmy be cited; and which, whether it be true or no, will never 
be proved false by a little metaphysical jargon about essences, 
and attributes, and modes.^’^ The other quotation is from 


Drydea’s .^nsid. 


• Essay i. Sect. 2. 



226 


THE PHII.OSOPHY 


[book n. 


Swift’s letter to the Lord High Treasurer, containing a pro- 
posal for correcting, improving, and ascertaining the English 
tongue: To this succeeded that licentiousness which entered 
with the Restoration, and from infecting our religion and 
morals, fell to corrupt our language, (which last was not like to 
be much improved by those who at that time made up the court 
of king Charles the Second; either such who had followed him 
in his banishment, or who had been altogether conversant in 
the dialect of those fanatic times; or young men who had been 
educated in the same company,) so that the court (which used 
to be the standard of propriety and •correctness of speech) was 
then (and, I think, hath ever since continued) the worst school 
in England for that accomplishment; and so will remain, till 
better care be taken in the education of our young nobility, that 
they may set ou^into the world with some foundation of 
literature, in order^to qualify them for patterns of politeness ” 
There are, indeed, cases in which even a long period will not 
create obscurity. When this happens, it may almost .always be 
remarked that all the principal members of the period are 
similar in their structure, and would constitute so many distinct 
sentences, if they were not united by their reference to some 
common clause in the beginning or the end. 


Section IL — The I)k>uhle Meaning^ 

It was observed that perspicuity might be violated, not only 
by obscurity, but also by double meaning. The fault in this 
case is not that the sentence conveys darkly or imperfectly the 
author’s meaning, but that it conveys also some other meaning, 
which is not the author’s. His words are susceptible of more 
than one interpretation. When this happens^ it is always occa- 
sioned, either by using some expression which is equivocal; 
that is, hath more meanings than one affixed to it; or by rang- 
ing the words in such an order, that the construction is rendered 
equivocal, or made to exhibit different senses. To the former, 
for distinction’s sake^ I shall, assign the name of equivocation; 
to the latter 1 shall appropriate that of ambiguity. 


Part I. — Equivocation. 

I begin with the first. When the word equivocation denotes, 
as m common language it generally denotes, the 
eqcnvocal word or phrase, or other ambiguity, , with an int^tion 
to deceive, it doth not differ essentitily from n lie. This offence 
falls under the reproof of the moralist, not the censure of the 
rhetorician. Again, when the word denotes, as agreeably ^ 
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etymology it may denote, that exercise of wit which consists in 
the playful use of any term or phrase in different senses, and is 
denominated puuj it is amenable indeed to the tribunal of criti- 
cism, but cannot be regarded as a violation of the laws of per- 
spicuity. It is neither with the liar nor with the punster that 
I am concerned at present. The only species of equivocation 
that comes under reprehension here, is that which takes place 
when an author undesignedly employs an expression suscepti*- 
blc of a sense different from the sense he intends to convey 
by it. 

In order to avoid this fault, no writer or speaker can think of 
disusing all the homonymous terms of the language, or all such 
as have more than one signification. To attempt this in any 
tongue, ancient or modern, would be to attempt the annihila- 
tion of the greater part of the language ; fo^^in every language 
the words strictly univocal will be found to be the smaller num- 
ber. But it must be admitted, as a rule in elocution, that 
equivocal terms ought ever to be avoided, unless where their 
connexion with the other words of the sentence instantly ascer- 
tains the meaning. This, indeed, the connexion is often so 
capable of effecting, that the hearer will never reflect that the 
word is equivocal, the true sense being the only sense which 
the expression suggests to his mind. Thus the word pound sig- 
nifies both the sum of twenty shillings sterling^ and the weight 
of sixteen ounces avoirdupoise. Now, if you should tell me that 
you rent a house at fifty or that you have bought fifty 

pounds of meat in the market, the idea of weight will never 
present itself to my mind in the one case, or the idea of money 
in the other. But it frequently happens, through the inadver- 
tency of writers, that the connected words in the sentence do 
not immediately ascertain the sense of the equivocal term. And 
though an intelligent reader may easily find the sense on reflec- 
tion, and with the aid of the context, we may lay it down as amax- 
im, that an author always offends against perspicuity when his 
style requires that reflection from his reader. But I shall proceed 
to illustrate, by examples, the fault of which I am treating. An 
equivocation, then, may be either in a single word or in a phrase. 

As to the former, there is scarcely any of the parts of speech 
in which you will not find equivocal terms. To begin with 
particles; the preposition o/denotes sometimes the relation which 
any affection bears to its subject; that is, the person whose 
affection it is ; sometimes the relation which it bears to its 
object. Hence this expression of the apostle hath been observed 
I am persuaded that neither death nor life — 
Snail be able to separate us from the love of God.” ^ By the 
of Gody say interpreters, may be understood, either God^ s 


^ Romans viii. 38, &o. 
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love to my or our hve to God. It is remarkable that the geni- 
tive case in the ancient languages, and the prepositions corre- 
sponding to that case in the modern languages, are alike sus- 
ceptible of this double meaning. Only as to our own language, 
we may observe in passing, that of late the preposition 0/ is 
more commonly put before the subject, and to before the object 
of the passion. But this is not the only way in which the pre- 
position of may be equivocal. As it sometimes denotes the 
relation of the effect to the cause, sometimes that of the accident 
to the subject, from this duplicity of signification there will also, 
in certain circumstances, arise a double sense. You have an 
example in these words of Swift : A little after the reforma- 
tion of Luther.”^ — It may indeed be doubted whether this 
should not leather be called an impropriety, since the refoi^na- 
Uon of a man will sj^ggest much more readily a change wrought 
on the man, than a change wrought by him. And the former 
of these senses it could not more readily suggest, if the expres- 
sion in that sense were not more conformable to use. 

My next instance shall be in the conjunctions ; They were 
both much more ancient among the Persians than Zoroaster or 
Zerdusht.” ^ The or here is equivocal. It serves either as a 
copulative to synonymous words, or as a disjunctive of different 
things. If, therefore, the reader should not know that Zoro- 
aster and Zerdusht mean the same person, he will mistake the 
sense. In coupling appellatives there is not the same hazard, 
it being generally manifest to those who know the language, 
whether the words coupled have the same signification. If, 
nevertheless, in any case it should be doubtful, an attention to 
the ensuing rules may have its utility. If the first noun fol- 
lows an article, or a preposition, or both, the article, or the pre- 
position, or both, should be repeated before the second, when 
the two nouns are intended to denote different things; and 
should not be repeated when they are intended to denote the 
same thing. If there be neither article nor preposition before 
the first, and if it be the intention of the writer to use the par- 
ticle or disjunctively, let the first noun be preceded by eithevy 
which will infallibly ascertain the meaning. On the contrary, 
if, in such a dubious case, it be his design to use the particle 
as a copulative to synonymous words, the piece will rarely sus- 
tain a material injury by his omitting both the conjunction ana 
the synonvma. 

The following is an example in the pronouns : She united 
the great body of the people in her and their common in- 
terest.”^ The word her may be either the poss^sive pronoun 

the accusative case of the personal pronoun. .4 very sninl 

^ Mceban. ^erat. * BoL Subat. of Letters to M. de Pouilly* 

* Idea of a Patriot King. 
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alteration in the order totally removes the doubt. Say, in 
their and her common interest.’’ The word her, thus con- 
nected, can be only the possessive, as the author doubtless in- 
tended it should be, in tne passage quoted. 

An example in substantives: ^^Your majesty has lost all 
hopes of any future excises by theq* consumption^ ^ The 
word consumption has both an active sense and a passive. It 
means either the act of consuming, or the state of being con- 
sumed. Clearly thus : Your majesty has lost all hopes of 
levying any future excises on what they shall consume.” 

In adjectives : As for such animals as are mortal, or 
noxious, we have a right to destroy them.”® Here the false 
sense is suggested more readily than the true. The word 
mortal, therefore, in this sentence, might justly be considered 
as improper; for though it sometimes means destructive, or 
causing death, it is then almost invariably joined with some 
noun expressive of hurt or danger. Thus we say, a mortal 
poison, a mortal wound, a mortal disease, or a mortal enemy ; 
but the phrases mortal creature, mortal animal, or mortal 
man, are always understood to imply creature, animal, or man 
liahle to death. 

In verbs : The next refuge was to say, it was overlooked 
by one man, and many passages wholly written by another.”^ 
The word overlooked sometimes signifies revised, and some- 
times neglected. As it seems to be in the former sense that 
this participle is used here, the word revised ought to have 
been preferred. Another instance in verbs : “ I have fur- 
nished the house exactly according to your fancy, or, if you 
please, my own ; for I have long since learnt to like nothing 
but what you do.”® The word do in this passage may be 
either the auxiliary, or, as it might be termed, the supplemen- 
tary verb, and be intended only to supersede the repetition of 
the verb like; or it may be the simple active verb, which 
answers to the Latin facere, and the French faire. 

In the next quotation the homonymous term may be either 
an adjective or an adverb, and admits a different sense in each 
acceptation : 

Kot ovJty Jesuits can equivocate. ^ 

If the word only is here an adverb, the sense is, To 
equivocate is not tne only thing that Jesuits can do.” This 
interpretation, though riot the author’s meaning, suits the con- 
struction. ^ A vOry ftirijdil alteration in the order gives a proper 
and unequivocrib though a prosaic expression ‘of this sense: 

I Guardian, No. m. « Ibid. No. 61. 7 Spect. No. 19 

Ibid. No. 627. ® Dryden’s Hind and Panther. 
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Jesuits can not only equivocate/’ ^A^ain, if the word 

only is here an adjective (and this doubtless is the author^s in- 
tention) the sense is, Jesuits are not the only persons who 
can equivocate.” But this interpretation suits ill the compo- 
sition of the sentence. The only other instance of this error 
in single words I shall, produce, is one in which, on the first 
glance, there appears room to doubt whether a particular term 
ought to be understood literally or metaphorically. The word 
handled in the following passage will illustrate what I mean : 
^^Thua much I thought fit to premise before I resume the 
subject which I have already ka*ndled^ I mean the naked 
bosoms of our British ladies.” ^ Sometimes, indeed, a thing 
like this may be said archly and of design, in which case it 
falls not under this animadversion. 

It was remarked above, that there are not only equivocal 
words in our language, but equivocal phnvses. Act the leasts 
and not the smallest^ are of this kind. They are sometimes 
made to imply not any ; as though one should say, not even 
the leaet^ not so much as the smallest; and sometimes again to 
signify a very greats as though it were expressed in this man- 
ner, far from being the least or smallest. Thus thw are sus- 
ceptible of two significations, that are not only diflferent but 
contrary. We have an instance in the following passage: 

Your character of universal guardian, joined to the conceni 
you ought to have for the cause of virtue and religion, assure 
me you will not think that clergymen, when injured, the 
least right to your protection.”* This sentence hath also the 
disadvantage taken notice of in some of the preceding quota- 
tions, that the sense not intended by the writer occurs to the 
reader much more readily than the author’s real meaning. 
Nothing less than is another phrase, which, like the two 
former, is susceptible of opposite interpretations. Thus, ‘‘ He 
aimed at nothing less than the crown,” may denote either 
‘^Nothing was l^s aimed at by him than the crown;” or, 
^‘Nothing inferior to the crown could satisfy his ambition.” 
All such phrases ought to be totally laid aside. The ex- 
pression tvill have mercy j is equivocal in the following passage 
of the vulgar translation of the Bible: wUl have mercy ^ 

and not sacrifice.”® The expjression commonly denotes, ‘^1 
will exercise mercy whereas it is in this place employed to 
signii^, I require othem to exercise it.” The sentiment, 
^erefore, ought to have been tendered bete, ius ^ 

pressed in prophetical book alluded to, I desiie 
anjd not sacrifice When the phrase in ijnestion ha|^)e^ 
be foBowed jby the prepositioii m or object, 

^ Gmirdiaa, No. lia » IWd. No. 60; » Matt. ix. 13. 

♦ Hob. vi. 6. 
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there is nothing equivocal in it, the sense being ascertained by 
the connexion. 

So mucb for equivocal words and phrases. 


Part II. — Amhigmty. 

I come now to consider that species of double meaning 
which ariseth, not from the use of equivocal terms, but solely 
from the construction, and which I therefore distinguished by 
the name of ambiguity. This, of all the faults against perspi- 
cuity, it is in all languages the most difficult to avoid. There 
is not one of the parts of speech which may not be so placed, 
as that, agreeably to the rules of grammar, it may be construed 
with different parts of the sentence, and by consequence made 
to exhibit different senses. Besides, a writer, intent upon his 
subject, is less apt to advert to those imperfections in his style 
which occasion ambiguity, than to any other. As no term or 
phrase he employs doth of itself suggest the false meaning, a 
manner of construing his words different from that which is 
expressive of his sentiment will not so readily occur to his 
thoughts; and yet this erroneous manner of construing them 
may be the most obvious to the reader. I shall give examples 
of ambiguities in most of the parts of speech, beginning with 
the pronouns. 

As the signification of the pronouns (which by themselves 
express only some relation) is ascertained merely by the ante- 
cedent to which they refer, the greatest care must be taken, if 
we would express ourselves perspicuously, that the reference 
be unquestionable. Yet the greatest care on this article will 
not always be effectual. There are no rules which either have 
been, or, I suspect, can be devised in any language, that will, 
in all circyimstances, fix the relations of the pronouns in such 
a manner as to prevent ambiguity altogether. I shall instance 
first in the pi^onOuti whoy begging that the reader will Observe 
^plication in the two following sentences : Solomon the 
son or l>avid, who built the temple of Jerusalem, was the rich- 
est monarch that ever reigned over the people of God;’^ and 

Solomon the son of David who was persecuted by Saul, was 

the richest monarch . ” In these two sentences, the who is 

similarly situated ; yet, in the former, it relates to the person 
first mentioned 5 in tile latter, to the second. But this relation 
to the one or to the other it would be impossiWe for any reader 
to discovw who had not some previous Knowledge of the his- 
tory of those kings, i In such eases, therefore,* it is better to 
give another turn to the sentence. Instead of the first, one 
might sa^, Solomon the son of David, and the builder of the 
temple of Jerusalem, was the richest monarch.” The conjuilc- 
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tion and makes the following words relate entirely to Solomon, 
as nothing had been affirmed concerning David. It is more 
difficult to avoid the ambiguity in the other instance, without 
adopting some circumlocution that will flatten the expression. 
In the style that prevailed in this Island ab^t two centuries 
ago, they would have^escsmed the ambiguous construction in 
some such way as this, Solomon, the son of David, even of 

him whom Saul persecuted, was the richest But this 

phraseology has, to modern ears, I know not what air of 
formality that renders it intolerable. Better thus, Solomon, 
whose father David was persecuted by Saul, was the richest 

The following quotation exhibits a triple sense, arising 

from the same cause, the indeterminate use of the relative : — 

Such were the centaurs of Ixion’s race, . 

Who a bright cloud for Juno did embrace. ® 

Was it the centaur or Ixion^ or his race^ that embraced the 
cloud ? I cannot help observing further on this passage, that 
the relative ought grammatically, for a reason to be assigned 
afterwards, rather to refer to centaurs than to either of the 
other two, and fhast of all to Ixion^ to which it was intended 
to refer,® 

But there is often an ambiguity in the relatives whicli^ 
thatj whose^ and whom^ even when there can be no doubt in 
regard to the antecedent. This arises from the diflTerent ways 
wherein the latter is affected by the former. To expresi? myself 
in the language of gi'anmiarians, these pronouns are sometimes 
explicative, sometimes determinative. They are explicative when 
they serve merely for the illustration of the subject, by pointing 
out either some property or some circumstance belonging to it, 
leaving it, however, to be understood in its full extent. Of 
this kind are the following examples : Man, who is born of 
woman, is of few days and full of trouble.” G odliness, which 
with contentment is great gain, has the promise both of the 

^ DenlJam’s Progress of Learning. 

® Let it not be imagined that in this particular our tongue has the disad- 
vantage of other languages. The same difficulty, as far i^s my acquaintance 
with them reaches, affeets them all; and even some moidern tongues in a 
higher degree than ours. In English, one is never at a loss to discover 
whether the reference bo to persons or to things. In French and Italian the 
expression is often ambiguous in this respect also. In a French devotional 
book I find this pious admonition: — “ Conservez-vous dans rambur de Dieu, 
qui peut vous garantir de touto chute.'' I ask whether the antecedent here 
be /‘aiMowr or Dieu, since the relative qui is of such extensive import as ^ he 
applicable to eit^ler. The expression would be equally ambiguous in Italian, 
Conservatevi nelf amor di f)io, che vi puo conservare senza intoppo.” 
English, according to the present use, there would be no ambi^ity in the 
expresaioa* df thll author meant to ascribe this eprgy to the devout affec- 
tion itself, he would say, “ Keep yourselves in tbe love qf Clpd. which can 
preserve you from falling ; if to Uod the great object of our love, be wouia 
say, idAo can preserve you. ”-^This convenient distinotiou was not, how- 
ever, uniformly observed with us till about the piiddfo .pf century. 
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present life, and of the future.” The clause, who is born of 
woman,” in the first example, and which with conteiltment is 
great gain,” in the second, point to certain properties in the an- 
tecedents, but do not restrain their signification. For, should 
we omit these clauses altogether, we could say with equal truth, 

Man is of few days and full of trouble.^’ Godliness has the 
promise both of the present life and of the future.” On the 
other hand, these pronouns are determinative, when they are 
employed to limit the import of the antecedent, as in these 
instances : The man that endureth to the end shall be saved.” 

The remorse, which issuesf in reformation, is true repentance.” 
Each of the relatives here confines the signification of its ante- 
cedent to such only as are possessed of the qualification men- 
tioned. For it is not affirmed of every man that he shall be 
saved ; nor of all remorse, that it is true repentance. 

From comparing the above examples, it may be fairly col- 
lected, that with us the definite article is of great use for 
discriminating the explicative sense from the determinative. 
In the first case it is rarely used, in the second it ought never 
to be omitted, unless when something still more definite, such 
as a demonstrative pronoun, supplies its place.^ The following 
passage is faulty in this respect : I know that all words which 
are signs of complex ideas, furnish matter of mistake and 
cavil.”® As words, the antecedent, has neither the article nor 
a demonstrative pronoun to connect it with the subsequent rela- 
tive, it would seem that the clause which are signs of complex 
ideas,” were merely explicative, and that the subject words were 

^ In this respect the articles are more subservient to perspicuity in our ton- 
gue than in many others. In French, a writer must give the article indiscri- 
minately in all the instances above specified. Thus, “ L’hoinme, qui est n^do 
la femme, vit tres-peu de terns, et if est rempli de mis^fes and “ L’homme 
qui perseverera jusqu'4 la fin, sera sauv6.'’ In like manner, “ La piete, qui^ 
jointe avec le contenteraent est un grand gain, a les promesses de la vie pr4- 
sonte, et de celle qui est a venir and “ Le remors qui aboutit a la reforma- 
tion, est le vrai repentir.*’ The like indistinctness will be found to obtain in 
Italian and some other modern languages, and arises, in a great measure, from 
thoir giving the article almost irfvariably to abstracts. In some instances, 
there appears of late a tendency in writers, especially on politics, to give up 
this advantage entirely ; not by adding the article to abstracts but (which 
equally destroys the distinction) by omitting it when the term has a particular 
application, llow often do we now find, even in books, such phrases as the 
allowing 1 ♦« This was an undertaking too arduous for private persons unaided 

wh&t measure administration will next 
^“Opt.” As in both cases it is the present government and the present admini- 
the country of the author that Is meant, these nouns ou^ht to have 
•f ftrticle prefixed to them, and can scarcely be called English without 

^ Vk* k ^hrmet* of these words is indeed frequently used in the abstract, in 
cftse it never has the article, as thus : “ Government is absolutely neces- 
sary jii all civilized societies.*' He jpubltshed tracts on various subjects, on 
religion, government, trade, &c." Abuses, such as that here criticized, 
greatly hurtful to perspiouity and precision, arise first in conversation, thence 
^ey creep into newspapers, thence into pamphlets, and at last unwarily find 

adinission into booksv 

Bolingbroke's iPissertation on Parties, Let. 12. 
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Ik) be understood in the utmost latitude. This could not be the 
writer^s Bense^ as it would be absurd to affirm of .all words, that 
they ^re signs of complex ideas. He ought therefore to have 
said either, know that all Ms words whwh are signs of 
complex ideas,”— or know that all ihoie words yyhicli are 

signs .” Either of these ways makes the clause beginning 

with the relative serve to limit the import of the antecedent. 

There are certain cases, it must be owned, wherein the 
antecedent would require the article, even though the relatives 
were intended solely for explication, as in these words of the 
Psalmist : My goodness extend<?th not to thee ; but to the 
saints, and to the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight.”^* 
The last clause is probably not restrictive, the words saints and 
excellent ones necessarily requiring the article. Now, when 
such antecedents are followed by a determinative, they ought, 
for distinction’s sake, to be attended with the demonstrative 
pronbun, as thus, “ — but to those saints, and to those excellent 
ones in whx)m — .” 

Through not attending to this circumstance, the translators 
of the Bible have rendered the following passage ambiguous, 
even in regard^io the antecedent: There stood by me this 
night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve.” ^ The 
relatives here whose and whom refer more regularly to angel 
than to Go(L This, however, is not agreeable to tHe sense of 
the apostle. The words, therefore, ought to have been trans- 
lated — an angel of the God,” or — of that God, whose I 
am, and whom I serve.” ^ For though the term God in strict pro- 
priety can be applied only to one, and may therefore be thought 
to stand on the same footing with proper names, it is, in the 
common way of using, an appellative, and follows the construc- 
tion of appellatives. Thus we say, the God of Abraham,” 
/Hhe God of armies.” Besides, Paul in the passage quoted 
was speaking to heathens ; and this circumstance gives an ad- 
ditional propriety to the article. 

For an instance of ambiguity in thq construction of the pronoun 

his^ I shall borrow an example from a French Grammarian ; ^ for 
though an equivocal word can rarely be translated by an 
equivocal wotd, it is very easy, when two languages have 
a considerable degree of similarity in their structure and 
analogy, to transfer an ambi^ity from one to the other. The 
instance I meaU is this, ‘^Xiisias promised tb his tSthei* never to 
ab^don /as friends.” Were they his own friends, or hilfethefs, 
wboin Lisias promised never to abandon ? This sentence ren- 
dered Jiterally would be ambiguous in m<^t tongues. 


^ AyytXa; pit ti/M 

* It would hot be ambiguous in Latin. The distinctioa which 
that tongue between the pronouns and would <«SAl^pfeolttde all douo . 
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In the earliest aud simplest times^the dramatic manner in which 
people were accustomed to relate the plainest facts, served ef- 
iectually toexcludeallambiguitiesof thfe sort from their writings. 
They would have said, Lisias gave a promise to his ia4:her in 
these words, I will never abandon my friends^^ if they were his 
own friends of whom he spoke ; youi\friend8j^ if they were 
his father’s. It is, I think, to be regretted, that the modems 
have too much departed from this primitive simplicity. It doth 
not want some advantages, besides that of perspicuity. It is 
often more picturesque, as w^ell as more affecting ; though it 
must be owned, it requires ’so many words, and such frequent 
repetitions of he said^ he answered^ and the like, that the dia- 
logue, If long, is apt to grow irksome. But it is at least par- 
donable to adopt this method occasionally, where it can serve 
.0 remove an ambiguity. As the turn which Buffier gives the 
sentence in French, in order to avoid the double meaning, 
answers equally well in English, I shall here literally translate 
it. On the first supposition, ‘‘ Lisias, speaking of his friends, 
promised to bis father never to abandon them.” On the 
second supposition, ‘‘ Lisias, speaking of his father’s friends, 
promised to his father never to abandon them?’ * 

It is easy to conceive that in numberless instances, the pro- 
noun he will, in like manner, be ambiguous when two or more 
males ha^en to be mentioned in the same clause of a sentence. 
In such a case, w^e ought always either to give another turn to 
the expression, or to use the noun itself, and not the pronoun ; 
for when the repetition of a word is necessary, it is not offensive. 
The translators of the Bible have often judiciously used this 
method ; I say judiciously, because, though the other method 
he on some occasions preferable, yet, by attempting the other, 
they would have run a much gieater risk of destroying that 
heautifiil simplicity, which is an eminent characterikic of the 
language of holy writ. I shall take an instance from the speech 

® I even think, that thQ;.turxi of the sentence is easier in English than in 
French; “Lisias, parlant des amis de son pdre ^ son p^re m^me, lui promjt 

ne les abandonner jamais.** It may be thought that, on the first supposi- 
tion there is a shoiter way of removing the doubt. Ses proM^es amis in French* 
and his own frimds in English, would effectually answer Ine end. But let it 
he observed, that the introduction of this appropriating term hath an ex- 
emsive appearance with regard to others, that might be very unsuitable. I 
observe further, tW the dtstinetion in English between his aid her precludes 
several aimbjiguitleft th^ atfect moat other European tongues. Suppose the 
promise been ihade tp the mother instead of the father, the simple enun- 
ciation ofit %bti]d be equally ambiguous in French, as in the other case. 
‘‘ Idsias prumit h sa mere de n'abandonner tamais m amis,** is their expres- 
sion, whe^er^tj^y be Us friends, or hers, of whom he speaks. If it were a 
aaughter to her mtherV the case would be the same with t]^em, but different 
With us, j may reiuark here, by the way, how much more this small dis- 
tinction in regard to the antecedent conduces to perspicuity, than the dlstinc- 
tious of geuder and number in regard to the nouns with which they are joined. 
As to this last coimexioir,* the place of the pronoun always ascertains it, so 
ihat, for thii purpidse the change of termhiation is superfluous. 
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of Judah to his brother Joseph in E^ypt: We said to iny 
lord, the lad cannot leave his lather ; for if ho should leave his 
father, his father would die.”« The words his father are in 
this short verse thrice repeated, and yet are not disagreeable, 
as they contribute to perspicuity. Had the last part of the 
sptence run thus, “|f he should leave his father, he would 
die,” it would not have appeared from the expression, whether 
it was the child or the parent that Would die. Some have 
imagined that the pronoun ought always regularly to refer to 
the nearest preceding noun of the same gender and number. 
But this notion is founded in a mtetake, and dpth not suit the 
idiom of any language ancient or modem. From the rank tlmt 
some words maintain in the sentence, if I may be allowed that 
expression, a reader will have a natural tendency to consider 
the pronoun as referring to them, without regard to their situa- 
tion. In simport of this observation, I shall produce two 
examples. The first shall be of the neuter singular of the 
third personal pronoun : But I shall leave this subject to your 
management, and question not but you will throw it into such 
light, as shall at once improve and entertain your reader.”^ 
There is no anibiguity here, nor would it, on the most cursory 
reading, enter into the head of any person of common sense, 
that the pronoun it relates to management^ which is nearer, and 
not to mbjextj which is more remote. Nor is it the tfense only 
that directs us in this preference. There is another principle 
by which we are influenced. The accusative of the active verb 
is one chief object of attention in a sentence ; the regimen of 
that accusative hath but a secondary value ; it is regarded only 
as explanatory of the former, or at most as an appendage to it. 
This consideration doth not affect those only who understand 
grammar, but all who understand the language. The different 
parts of speech, through the power of custom, produce their 
effect on those who are ignorant of their very names, as much 
as on the grammarian himself; though it is the grammarian 
alone who can give a rational account of these effects. The 
other example I promised to give, shall be of the masculine of 
the same number and person, in the noted complaint of Car- 
ainal Wolsey immediately after his disgrace ; 


Had 1 but serv’d ray God, with half the zeal 
I served my kina ; he would not in mine age 
; : i Have left me naked to mine ed«mie8.® , > y i . 

Here, though the word Mngi& adjpinipg, the word God 
at sofoe distance, the pronoun cannot 9p, |e^larly refe^ to 
iliat npun as to this. The is, thE of the sewnd 

clause beginaiEg with these ^,ords^ « wUhjji^^’t^ 

, • Geni xlir. 522. ' Spect. No. * khaks^are. Henry VlH. 
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tains but a subordinate rank in the sentence, as it is introduced 
in explication of the first, and might be omitted, not indeed 
without impairing, but without destroying the sense. Yet 
neither the rank m the sentence, nor the nearness of position, 
will invariably determine the import of the relative. Some- 
times, indeed, as was observed by the French author last 
quoted, the sense of the words connected is sufficient to remove 
the ambiguity, though the reader should have no previous 
knowledge of the subject. And doubtless, it is equally reason- 
able to admit a construction which, though naturally equivocal, 
is fixed by the connexion, 9s to admit an equivocal term, the 
sense whereof is in this manner ascertained. Of an ambiguity 
thus removed, the following will serve for an example : Alex- 
ander having conquered Darius, made himself master of his 
dominions. ” His may refer grammatically either to Alexander, 
or to Darius, but as no man is said to make himself master of 
what was previously his own, the words connected prevent the 
false sense from presenting itself to the reader. 

But it is not the pronouns only that are liable to be used 
ambiguously. There is in adjectives particularly, a great risk 
of anibiguity, when they arc not adjoined to the substantives to 
which they belong. This hazard, it must be owned, is greater 
in our language than in most others, our adjectives having no 
declension whereby case, number, and gender are distinguished. 
Their relation, therefore, for the most part, is not otherwise to 
be ascertained but by their place. The following sentence will 
serve for an exam'ple : God heapeth favours on his servants 
ever liberal and faithful. ” Is it God or his servants that arc 
liberal and faithful ? If the former, say God, ever liberal and 
faithful, heapeth favours on his servants. ” If the latter, say 
either, God heapeth favours on his ever liberal and faithful 
servants, ” or — his servants who are ever liberal and faithful.” 
There is another frequent cause of ambiguity in the use of 
adjectives, which hath been as yet in our language, very little 
attended to. Two or more are sometimes made to refer to the 
same substantive, when, in fact, they do not belong to the same 
thing, but to different things, which, being of the same kind, 
are expressed by the same generic name. I explain myself by 
an example : Both the ecclesiastic and secular powers con- 
curred in those measures. ” Here the two adjectives ecclesiastic 
and secular relate to the same substantive, powers, but do not 
relate to the same individual things; for the powers denominated 
ecclesiastic are totally different from those denominated secular. 
Indeed, the readci^s perfect knowledge of the difiference may 
prevent his atten^hg to this ambiguity, or rather impropriety 
of speech. But this mode of expression , ought to be avoided, 
because, if adniitted in one itositance where the meaning perhaps 
18 clear to the generality of readets, a writer will be apt inad- 
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vertently to fail into it in other instances) where the meaning is 
not clear, nay, where most readers will be misled. This too 
common idiom may be avoided either by repeating the substan- 
tive, or by subjoining the eubstfuitive to the first adjective, and 
prefixing the article to the second as well as to the first. Say 
either, Both the ecclesiastical powers and the secular powers 
concurred in those measures ; ” or, which is perhaps preferable, 
Both the ecclesiastic powers and the secular concurred in 
those measures. ” The substantive being posterior to the first 
adjective, and anterior to the second, the second, though it re- 
fers, cannot, according to grammatical order, belong to it. The 
substantive is therefore understood as repeated ; besides, the 
repetition of the article has the force to denote that this is not an 
additional epithet to the same subject, but belongs to a subject 
totally distinct, though coming under the same denomination. 
There is, indeed, one phrase liable to the aforesaid objection, 
which use hath so firmly established, that, I fear, it would 
savour of affectation to alter. The phrase I mean is, The 
lords spiritual and temporal in parliament assembled. Never- 
theless, when it is not expected that we should express ourselves 
in the style of the law, and when we are not quoting either a 
decision of the house of peers, or an act of parliament, I ima- 
gine it would be better to say, The spiritual lords and the 
temporal.”— On the contrary, wherever the two adjectives are 
expressive of qualities belonging to a subject, not only speci- 
fically but individually the same, the other mode of speech is 
preferable, which makes them belong also to the same noun. 
Thus we say properly, The high and mighty states of Hol- 
land,” because it is not some of the states that are denominated 
hiffhy and others of them mighty^ but both epithets are given 
alike to all. It would therefore be equally faulty here to adopt 
such an arrangement as would make a re^er conceive them to 
be different, in cases wherein the article is not used, the place 
of thesubstantive ought to show whether both adjectives belong 
to the same thing, or to different things having the same name. 
In the first case, the substantive ought either to precede both 
adjectives, or to follow both ; in the second, it ought to follow 
the first adjective, and may be repeated after the second, or un- 
derstood, as will best suit the harmony of the sentence, or the 
nature of the composition ; for the second adjective cimnot 
grammatically belong to the nounwhiph follows the first, though 
that noun may properly suggest to the reader the word to be 
supplied. Thus I should say rightly, is the c^inion of all 
aom and wise men, that a vicioue person ^not enjoy^true 
l^ppiness because I mean to^signi^, that ^bisris opinion 
of moee te wfiom both qualities, goodness and wisdom, are 
justly attributed^ But the foUowiM pa^ge in our version 
the sacr^ text is not so proper : scribe instructed into 
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the kingdom of heaven, is like an householder, who bringeth 
out of his treasure thinffs new and Both epithets cannot 

belong to the same things. Make but a small alteration in the 
order, and say new things and oldy and you will add greatly 
both to the perspicuity and to the propriety of the expression. 
In cases similar to the example last quoted, if a preposition be 
necessary to the construction Of the sentence, it ought to be 
repeated before the second adjective. Thus, Death is the 
common lot of all, of good men and of bad.” But when both 
adjectives express the qualities of an identical subject, it is 
better not to repeat the preposition. The prince gave en- 
couragement to all honest and industrious artificers of neigh- 
bouring nations to come and settle amongst his subjects.” Here 
both qualities honesty and industry are required in every arti- 
ficer encouraged by the prince. I shall observe lastly on this 
article, that though the adjectives relate to different things, if 
no substantive be expressed, it is not necessary to repeat the 
preposition. The reason is, that in such cases the adjectives are 
used substantively, or, to speak more properly, are real substan- 
tives. Thus we may say either, Death is the inevitable fate of 
good and bad, rich and poor, wise and foolish,” or — of good 
and of bad, of rich and of poor.” — When the definite article is 
prefixed to the first adjective, it ought to be repeated before 
the second. If the adjectives are expressive of qualities belonging 
to different subjects ; but not if they refer to the same subject. 
Thus we say rightly, How immense the difl^brence between 
the pious and the profane.” I address myself only to the 
intelligent and attentive.” In the former, the subjects referred 
to are manifestly different ; in the latter, they coincidp, as both 
qualities are required in every hearer. The following passage 
is by consequence justly censurable. The exceptionable phrases 
are distinguished bj^ the character: Wisdom and folly, the 
virtuous and the vile, iiie learned and ignorant^ the Urnperate 
(^nd debauched^ all give and return the jest.”' For the same 
reason, and it is asuflScient reason, that he said ^Hhe virtuous 
and the vi^” he ought to have said ^Hhe learned and the 
Ignorant, the temperate and the debauched. 

I proceed to give examples in some of the other parts of 
speechv The construction of substantive nouns is sometimes 
^biguous. Tidfie the following instance : You shall seldom^ 
find a dull fellow of good ^ucation, but rtf he happen to have 
leisure upon hie hand^ will turn hisjbiead to one of those 
two amiw^wnts for eminence, polities or poetry 

The position of the words jpoif ties or poetry makes one at first 
iinagine, tW along with me term eminence^ thejr are affected 

* Matthew xul. 52. ^ Brown op the Characteristics, Ess. 1. Sect. 5. 

’ Bpeciator, No* 
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by the preposition o/, and construed with fools. The repetition 
of the to after eminence would have totally removed the am- 
biraity. A frequent cause of this fault in the construction of 
substantives, especially in verse, is when both what we call 
the nominative case and the accusative are put before the verb. 
As in nouns those cases are not distinguished either by inflec- 
tion or by prepositions, so neither can they be distinguished 
in such instances by arrangement. ^ ^ 


The rising tomb the lofty column bore.® 


Did the tomb bear the coluimifor the column the tomb? 


And thus the son the fervent sire adch’est.* 

This, though liable to the same objection, may be more easily 
rectified, at least in a considerable measure. As the possessive 
pronoun is supposed to refer to some preceding noun, which, 
for distinction’s sake, I have here called the antecedent, though 
the term is not often used in so great latitude, it is alvva} s 
better to be construed with the accusative of the verb, and to 
refer to the nominative as its antecedent. The reason is, the 
nominative, to which it most naturally refers, whether actually 
preceding or not, is always conceived in the order of things to 
precede. If then it was the son who spoke, say. 

And thus the son his fervent sire addrest. 


If the father, 

And thus his son the fervent sire addrest. 

In confirmation of this, let us consider the way in which we 
should express ourselves in plain prose, without any transpo- 
sition of words. For the first, Thus the son addressed his 
father;” for the second, Thus the father addressed his son;” 
are undoubtedly good: whereas to say in lieu of the first. 
Thus his son addressed the father;” and in lieu of the second, 
Thus his father addressed the son,” are not English. By the 
English idiom, therefore, the possessive pronoun is, in such 
instances, more properly joined to the regimen of the verb than 
to the nominative. If this praetjy^e were universal, as it is 
both natural and suitable to tne genius of our tongue, it would 
always indicate the dbnstruction wherever the possessive pro- 
noun could be properly introduced. For this reason I consider 
the two following lines as much clearer of the charge of ambi- 
guity than the former quotation from the same work : 


» Pope’s Odyssey, Book xii. 


* Ibid. Book xix. 
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Young Itylus, his parent’s darling joy, 

Whom chance misled the mother to destroy.* 

For thiugh the words whom and the mother are both in the 
accusative, the one as the regimen of the active verb misled^ the 
other as the regimen of the active verb destroy ^ yet the destroyer 
or agfent is conceived in the natural order as preceding the de- 
stroyed or patient. If, therefore, the last line had been, 

Whom chance misled his mother to destroy, 

it would have more naturally imported, that the son destroyed 
his mother; as it stands, it more naturally imports, agreeably 
to the poet’s design, that the mother destroyed her son; there 
being in this last case no access for the possessive pronoun. I 
acknowledge, however, that uniform usage cannot (though both 
analogy and utility may) be pleaded in favour of the distinction 
now made. I therefore submit entirely to the candid and 
judicious the propriety of observing it for the future. 

The following is an example of ambiguity in using conjunc- 
tions : At least my own private letters leave room for a poli- 
tician, well versed in matters of this nature, to suspect as muc\ 
as a penetrating friend of mine tells me.” ® The particle as^ 
which in this sentence immediately precedes the word a pene- 
trating friendy makes fi’equently a part of these compound con- 
junctions as much asy as well as, as far as . — It will therefore 
naturally appear at first to belong to the words as much, which 
immediately precede it. But as this is not really the case, it 
plight to have been otherwise situated ; for it is not enough that 
it is separated by a comma, these small distinctions in the point- 
ing being but too frequently overlooked. Alter the arrangement 
then, and the expression will be no longer ambiguoils: At 
least my own private letters, as a penetrating friend of mine tells 
me, leave room for a politician well versed in matters of this 
nature to suspect as much,” In the succeeding passage the 
same author gives us an example of an ambiguity in the appli- 
cation of an adverb and a conjunction: I beseech you, sir, to 
inform these fellows, that they have not the spleen, because they 
cannot talk without the help of a glass, or convey their mean- 
mg to each other without the interposition of clouds.”^ The 
ambiguity here lies in the two woras not and because. What 
follows became appears, on the first hearing, to be the reason 
why the person here addressed is desired to inform these fel- 
mws, that they are not splenetic; on the second, it appears to 
be the reason why people ought to conclude that they are not; 

Pope’s Odyssey, Book xix. • • Spect. No. 43. 
y Ibid. No. 53. 
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and on the third, the author seems only intending to signify 
that this i^ not a sufficient reason to make any body conclude 
that they are. This error deserves our notice the more, that it 
is often to be found even in our best writers. . 

Sometimes a particular expression is so situated, that it may 
be. construed with more or less of another particular expression 
which precedes it in th*e sentence, and may consequently exhibit 
different senses: He has, by some strange magic, arrived at 
the value of half a plum, as the citizens call a hundred thousand 
pounds^^ Is it a plumy or half a plumy which the citizeiLs 
call a hundred thousand pounds ? 1 will spend a hundred or 

two pounds, rather than be enslaved.”^ This is another error 
of the same sort, but rather worse. Hundred cannot regularly 
be understood between the adjective two and its substantive 
pounds. Besides, the indefinite article a cannot properly ex- 
press one side of the alternative, and supply the place of a 
numeral adjective opposed to two. The author’s meaning would 
have been better expressed either of these ways : “ I will spend 
one or two hundred pounds,” or, I will spend one hundred 
pounds or two, rather than be enslaved.” In the former case 
it is evident that the words hundred pounds belong to both nu- 
meral adjectives; in the latter, that they are understood after 
the second. The reference and construction of the concluding 
words in the next quotation is very indefinite: My Christian 
and surname begin and end with the same letters^^^ Doth his 
Christian name begin with the same letter that his surname 
begins with, and end with the same letter that his surname 
ends with? or. Doth his Christian name end with the same letter 
with which it begins, and his surname also end with the same 
letter with which it begins? or, lastly, Are all these four letters, 
the first and the last of each name, the same letter?^ 

Sometimes the particular clause or expression is so situated 
that it maybe construed with different members of the sentence, 
and thus exhibit different meanings: It has not a word,” says 
Pope, but what the author religiously thinks in it”^ One 
would at first imagine his meaning to be, that it had not a 
word which the author did not think to be in it. Alter a little 
the place of the two last words, and the ambiguity will be re- 
moved: It has not a word in ity but what the author reli- 
giously thinks.” Of the same l^d also is the subsequent 
quotation : Mr. Dryden makes a very handsome observation 
on Ovid’s writing a letter from Dido to JEneas, in the following 
words'*^ Whether are the following wordsy the words of 

® Tatler, No«40. ® Swift to Sheridan. 

1 Spectator, No. 505. O. , . 

* An example of the first, is Andrew Askew, of the second, He*eKi» 
Thrift, and of the third, Norman Neilson. 

• Guardian, No. 4, * Spect, No. 62. 
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Dido’s letter, or of Dryden’s observation ? Before you read 
them you will more readily suppose them to be the words of 
the letter ; after reading them you find they are the words of 
the observation. The order ought to have been, Mr. Dryden, 
in the following words, makes a very handsome observation on 
Ovid’s writing a letter from Dido to iEneas.” 

I shall conclude this section with an instance of that kind of 
ambiguity which the French call Vi squinting construction that 
is, when a clause is so situated in a sentence, that one is at first 
at a loss to know whether it ought to be connected with the 
words which go before, or ^ith those which come after. Take 
the following passage for an example : As it is necessary to 
have the head clear as well as the complexion, to be perfect in 
this part of learning^ I rarely mingle with the men, but fre- 
quent the tea-tables of the ladies.”^ Whether To be perfect 
in this part of learning, is it necessary to have the head clear as 
well as the complexion: or, To be perfect in this part of 
learning, does he rarely mingle with the men, but frequent the 
tea-tables of the ladies ? Whichever of these be the sense, the 
words ought to have been otherwise ranged. 


Section III . — The Unintelligible. 

I have already considered two of the principal and most com- 
mon offences against perspicuity ; and come now to make some 
remarks on the third and last offence mentioned in the enume- 
ration formerly given. It was observed, tliat a speaker may 
not only express himself obscurely, and so convey his meaning 
imperfectly to the mind of the hearer, that he may not only ex- 
press himself ambiguously, and so, along with his own, convey 
a meaning entirely different; but even express himself unin-r 
telligibly, and so convey no meaning at all. One would, indeed, 
think it hardly possible that a man of sense, who perfectly 
understands the language which he useth, should ever speak or 
write in such a manner as to be altogether unintelligible. Yet 
this is what frequently happens. The cause of this fault in any 
writer I take to be always one or other of the three following ; 
first, great confusion of thought, which is commonly accom- 
panied with intricacjr of expression ; secondly, aflfectation of 
excellence in the diction ; thirdly, a total want of meaning. I 
do not mention, as one of the causes of this imputation, a penury 
of language ; though this; doubtless, may contribute to produce 
In fact I never found one who had a justness of apprehen- 
sion, and was free from affectation, at a loss to make himself 
understood in his native ton^e, even though he^ad little com- 
mand of language, and made but a bad choice of words. 

® Construction louche. ® Guardian, No. 10, 
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Part I . — From Confusion of Thought. 

The first cause of the unintelligible in composition is con- 
fusion of thought. Language, as hath been already observed, 
is the medium through whicn the sentiments of the writer are 
perceived by the reader. And though the impurity or the 
grossness of the medium will render the im^e obscure or in- 
distinct, yet*no purity in the medium will suffice for exhibiting 
a distinct and unvarying image of a confused and unsteady ob- 
ject. There is a sort of half-formed thoughts, which we 
sometimes find writers impatient to give to tne world, before 
they themselves are fully possessed of them. Now, if the 
writer himself perceive confusedly and imperfectly the senti- 
ments he would communicate, it is a thousand to one, the reader 
will not perceive them at all. But how then, it may be asked, 
shall he be qualified for discovering the cause, and distinguish- 
ing in the writer between a confusion of thought and atotalwant 
of meaning ? I answer, that in examples of this kind the causes 
will, sometimes, not always, be discovered, by means of an 
attentive and frequent perusal of the words and context. Some 
meaning, after long poring, will perhaps be traced ; but in all 
such cases we may be said more properly to divine what the 
author would say, than to understand what he says ; and there- 
fore all such sentences deserve to be ranked among the unin- 
telligible. If a discovery of the sense be made, that it is made 
ought rather to be ascribed to the sagacity of the reader than 
to the elocution of the writer. This species of the unintelligi- 
ble (which, by the way, differs not in kind, but in degree, from 
the obscurity already considered, being no other than that bad 
quality in the extreme) I shall exemplify .first in simple, and 
afterwards in complex sentences. 

First in simple sentences : I have observed,” says Sir 
Richard Steele, who, though a man of sense and genius, was 
a great master in this style, that the superiority among these, 
(he is speaking of some coffee-house politicians,) proceeds from 
an opinion of gallantry and fashion.” ^ This sentence, consider^ 
ed in itself, evidently conveys no meaning. First, it is not said, 
whose opinion, their own, or that of others ; secondly, it is not 
said what opinion, or of what sort, favourable or unfavourable, 
true or false, but in general an opinion of gallantry and fashion, 
which contains no definite expression of any meaning. With 
the joint assistance of the context, reflection, and conjecture, wc 
shall perhaps conclude that the author intended to say, that 
the rank among these politicians was determined by the opinion 
generally entertained of the rank in point of gallantry and 

7 Spect. No. 49, 
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fashion that each of them had attained.” But no part of this 
is expressed. Another specimen : And as to a well-taught 
mind, when you’ve said an haughty and proud man, you have 
spoke a narrow conception, little spirit, and despicable car- 
riage.” ® Here, too, it is possible to guess the intention of the 
autlior, but not to explain the import o^ the expression. 

Take the two following examples of complex sentences from 
the same hand : I must confess we live in an age wherein a 
few empty blusterers carry away the praise of spiking, while 
[I crowd of fellows overstocked with knowledge arc run down 
by them : I say, overstocked, because they certainly are so, as to 
their service to mankind, if from their very store they raise to 
themselves ideas of respect and greatness of the occasion, and I 
know not what, to disable themselves from explaining their 
thoughts.” ^ The other example is, The serene aspect of these 
writers, joined with the great encouragement I observe is given to 
another, or, what is indeed to be suspected, in which he indulges 
himself, confirmed me in the notipn I have of the prevalence of 
ambition this way.”^ But leaving this, which is indeed the 
dullest species of the unintelligible, I proceed to the second 
class, that which arises from an affectation of excellence. • 


Part II . — From Affectation of Excellence* 

In this there is always something figurative ; but the figures 
are remote, and things heterogeneous are combined. I shall 
exemplify this sort also, first in a few more simple sentences, 
and then in such as are more complex. Of the former take 
the following instances ; Tliis temper of the soul,” says the 
Guardian, speaking of meekness and humility, keeps our un- 
derstanding tight about us.”^ Whether the author had any 
meaning in this expression, or what it was, I shall not take 
upon me to determine ; but hardly could any thing more in- 
congruous in the way of metaphor have been imagined. The 
understanding is made a girdle to our other mental faculties, for 
the fastening of which girdle, meekness and humility serve for a 
buckle. A man is not qualified for a butt, who has not a 
good deal of wit and vivacity, even in the ridiculous side of his 
character . It is only the additional clause in the end that is 
here exceptionable. What a strange jumble 1 A man’s wits 
and vivacity placed in the side of his character. Sometimes in a 
sentence sufficiently perspicuous, we shall find an unintelligible 
clause inserted, which, as it adds not to the sense, serves only to 
luterrupt the reader and darken the sentiment. Of this the fol- 

® Guardian, No. 20. ® Spectator, No. 484. 

^ Guardian, No. 1, * Ibid. No. I. 

® Spect. No. 47. 
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lowing passage will serve for an example : I seldom see a noble 
building, or any great piece of magnificence and pomp, but I 
think how little is all this to satisfy the ambition, or to fill 
the ideay of an immortal soul.”^ Pray, what addition docs the 
phrase to fill the idea make to the sense ; or what is the mean- 
ing of it ? I shall subjoin, for the sake of variety, one poetical 
example from Dryden, who, speaking of the universal deluge, 
says, ^ 

Yet when that flood in its own depths was drown’d, 

It left behind it false and slippery ground. * 


The first of these lines appears to me marvellously nonsensi- 
cal. It informs us of a prodigy never heard of or conceived 
before, a drowned flood, nay, which is still more extravagant, 
a flood that was so excessively deep, that after leaving nothing 
else to drown, it turned felo-de-se and drowned itself. And, 
doubtless, if a flood can be in*danger of drowning in itself, the 
deeper it is, the danger must be tiic greater. S^o far at least 
the author talks consequentially. His meaning, expressed in 

E lain language (for the line itself hath no meaning), was pro- 
ably no more than this : When the waters of the deluge 
had subsided.” 

I proceed to give examples of a still higher order, in sen- 
tences more complicated. These I shall produce from an 
author who, though far from being deficient in acuteness, in- 
vention, or vivacity, is perhaps, in this species of composition, 
the most eminent of all that have written in the English lan- 
guage : If the savour of things lies cross to honesty, if the 
fancy be florid, and t^e appetite high towards the subaltern 
beauties and lower order of worldly symmetries and proportions, 
the conduct will infallibly turn this latter way.”® This is that 
figure of speech which tne French critics call galimatiasy and 
the English comprehend under the general name bomhasty and 
which may liot improperly be defined the sublime of nonsense* 
You have lofty images and high sounding words, but are always 
at a loss to nnd the sense. The meaning, where there is a 
meaning, cannot be said to be communicated and adorned by 
the words, but is rather buried under them. Of the same kind 
are the two following quotations from the same author : Men 
must acquire a very peculiar and strong habit of turning their 
eye inwards, in order to explore the interior regions and re- 
cesses of the mind, the hoUow ca;vems of deep thought, the 
private seats of fancy, and the wastes and wildernesses, as well 
to the more fruitful and cultivated tmets of this obscure ch- 

Pope's Thoughts on various Subjects. 

^ Panegyric on the Coronation of King Charles II. 

^ Characteristics, Vol. 111. Misc. il. Chap. 2 
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mate.” ^ A most wonderful way of telling us, that it is difficult 
to trace the operations of the mind. This may serve to give 
some notion of the figure which the French Phoebus (no offence 
to the Grecian, who is of a very different family) is capable of 
making in an English dress. His lordship proceeds in his own 
inimitable manner, or rather in what follows hath outdone him- 
self : But what can one do ? or how dispense with these 
darker disquisitions, and moon-light voyages, when we have to 
deal with a sort of moon-blind wits, who, though very acute 
and able in their kind, may be said to renounce day-light, and 
extinguish in a manner the bright visible outward world, by 
allowing us to know nothing beside what we can prove by strict 
and formal demonstration.” ^ It must be owned, the condition 
of those wits is truly deplorable, for though very acute and 
able in their kind, yet being moon-blind, tney cannot see by 
night, and having renounced day-light, they will not see by 
day : so that, for any use they have of their eyes, they are no 
better than stone-blind. It is astonishing, too, that the reason 
for rendering a moon-light voyage indispensable is, that we have 
moon-blind persons only for our company, the very reason 
which to an ordinary understanding would seem to render such 
a voyage improper. When one narrowly examines a piece of 
writing of this stamp, one finds one’s self precisely in the 
situation of the fox in the fable, turning over and considering 
the tragedian’s mask,^ and can hardly refrain from exclaiming 
in the same woi^ds : 

How vast a head is here without a brain ! ^ 


Part III . — From Want of Meaning. 

I come now to the last class of the unintelligible, which pro- 
ceeds from a real want of meaning in the writer. Instances of 
this sort are, even in the works of good authors, much more 
numerous than is commonly imagined. But how shall this 
defect be discovered ? There are, indeed, cases in which it is 
hardly discoverable ; there are cases, on the contrary, in which 
it may be easily discovered. There is one remarkable differ- 
ence between this class of the unintelligible and that which 
was first taken notice of, proceeding from confusion of thought, 
accompanied with intricacy of expression. When this is the 
cause of the difficulty, the reader will not fail, if he be atten- 

^ Characteristics, Vol. III. Miso. iv. Chap. 2. • ® Ibid. 

Persona tragica is commonly rendered so ; but it was very different from 
^hat is called a mask with us. It was a case which covered the whole head, 
and had a face painted on it suitable to the character to be represented by it. 

^ 0 quanta species, inquit, ast cerebrum non habet. Pujeduus. 
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tive, to hesitate at certain intervals, and to retrace his progress, 
finding himself bewildered in the terms, and at a loss for the 
meaning. Then he will try to construe the sentence, and to 
ascertain the significations of the wordsi By these means, and 
by the help of the context, he will possibly come at last at 
what the author would have said. Whereas, in that species of 
the unintelligible which proceeds from a vacuity of thought, the 
reverse commonly happens. The sentence is generally simple 
in its structure, and the construction easy. W hen this is the 
case, provided words glaringly unsuitable are not combined, 
the reader proceeds without hesitation or doubt. He never 
suspects that he does not understand a sentence, the terms of 
which are familiar to him, and of which he perceives distinctly 
the grammatical order. But if he be by any means induced to 
thinJk more closely on the subject, and to peruse the words a 
second time more attentively, it is probable that he will then begin 
to suspect them, and will Jit length dlseover that they contain 
nothing but either an identical proposition which conveys no 
knowledge, or a proposition of that kind of which one cannot 
so much as affirm that it is either true or false. And this 
is justly allowed to be the best criterion of nonsense.^ It is, 
indeed, more difficult to distinguish sentences of this kind from 
those of the second class of the unintelligible already discussed, 
in which the darkness is chiefly imput^le to an affectation of 
excellence. But in these matters it is not of Importance to fix 
the boundaries with precision. Sometimes pompous metaphors 
and sonorous phrases are injudiciously employed to add a dig- 
nity to the most trivial conceptions : sometimes they are made 
to serve as a vehicle for nonsense. And whether some of the 
above citations fall under the one denomination, or the other, 
would scarcely be worth the while to inquire. It hath been 
observed that in madmen there is as great variety of character 
as in those who enjoy the use of their reason. In like manner 
it may be said of nonsense, that, in writing it, there is as great 
scope for variety of style, as there is in writing sense. I shall 
therefore not attempt to give specimens of all the characters of 
style which this kind of composition admits. The task would 
be endless. Let it suffice to specify some of the principal. 

1. The Puerile. 

The first I shall mention is the pueriUj which is always pro- 
duced when an author runs on in a specious verbosity, amusing 

* Of all that is written in this style we may justly say in the words of Lord 
Verulam (X)e Aug.^Scient. L. vi. U. 2,) applying to a particular purpose the 
words of Horace, 

• Tantum series juncturaque pollet, 

Tantum do medio sumptis accedit honoris ; 
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his reader with synonymous terms and identical propositions, 
well-turned periods, and high-sounding words ; but, at the same 
time, using those words so indefinitely, that the latter can either 
affix no meaning to them at all, or may almost affix any mean- 
ing to them he pleases. ’tis asked,” says a lateVriter, 
Whence arises this harmony or beauty of language? what are 
the rules for obtaining it ? the answer* is obvious. Whatever 
renders a period sweet and pleasant makes it also graceful; agood 
car is the gift of Nature ; it may be much improved, but not ac- 
quired by art ; whoever is possessed of it, will scarcely need 
dry critical precepts to enable him to judge of a true rhythmus 
and melody of composition; just numbers, accurate propor- 
tions, a musical symphony, magnificent figures, and that de- 
corumy which is the result of all these, are unison to the human 
mind ; we are so framed by Nature that their charm is irresis- 
tible. Hence, all ages and nations have been smit with the love 
of the muses.” ^ Who can now be at a loss to know whence 
the harmony and beauty of language arises, or what the rules 
for obtaining it are? Through the whole paragraph, the 
author proceeds in the same careless and desultory manner, not 
much unlike that of the Critical Essay upon the Faculties of the 
Mind ; affording at times some glimmerings of sense, and per- 
petually ringing the changes upon a few favourite words and 
phrases. A poetical example of the same signature, in which 
there is not even a glimpse of meaning, we have in the follow- 
ing lines of Dryden : 

From harmony, from heavenly harmony 
This universal frame began ; 

From harmony to harmony 
Thro’ all the compass of the notes it ran, 

The diapason closing full in man.* 

In general, it may be said, that in writings of this stamp, we 
niust accept of sound instead of sense, being assured at least, 
that if we meet with little that can inform the judgment, we 
shall find nothing that will offend the ear. 


2. The Learned, 

Another sort I shall here specify, is the learned nonsense. I 
know not a more fruitful source of this species than scholastical 
theology. The more incomprehensible the subject is, the 

at speciem artis, nescio cujus prmclaras, saepenumero reportent ea, qn» si 

oivantur, segregentur, et denndentur, ad nihilum fere recasura fprent. 

8 to the causes of the deception there is in this manner of writing, I shall 
ttempt the investigation of them in the following chapter. 

* Geddes on the Composition of the £icients, Sect. 1. 

* Song for St. Cecilia's Day, I 
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greater scope has the declaimer to talk plausibly without any 
nieaiiing. A specimen of this I shall give from an author, who 
should have escaped this animadversion, had he not introduced 
from tfee pulpit a jargon which (if we can say without impro- 
priety that it was fit for any thing) was surely fitter for the 
cloister : for what canij ot in the least contribute to the instruc- 
tion of a Christian society may aflPord excellent matter of con- 
templative amazement to dronish monks. Although we read 
of several properties attributed to God in Scripture, as wisdom, 
goodness, justice, &c., we must not apprehend them to be several 
powers, habits, or qualities, as they are in us ; for as they arc 
in God, they are neither distinguished from one another, nor 
from his nature or essence in whom they are said to be. In 
whom, I say, they are said to be : for, to speak properly, they 
are not in him, but are his very essence or nature itself ; which, 
acting severally upon several objects, seems to us to act from 
several properties or perfections in him ; whereas, aU the 
difference is only in oiu* different apprehensions of the same 
thing. God in himself is a most simple and pure act, and 
therefore cannot have any thing in him but what is that most 
simple and pure act itself ; which, seeing it bringeth upon every 
creature what it deserves, we conceive of it as of several divine 
perfections in the same almighty Being. Whereas God, whose 
understanding is infinite as himself, doth not apprehend himself 
under the distinct notions of wisdom, or goodness, or justice, or 
the like, but only as Jehovah.”® How edifying murt it have 
been to the hearers to be made acquainted with these deep 
discoveries of the men of science ; divine attributes which are 
no attributes, which are totally distinct and perfectly the same; 
which are justly ascribed to God, being ascribed to him in 
Scripture, but do not belong to him ; which are something and 
nothing, which are the figments of human imagination, mere 
chimeras, which are God himself, which are the actors of all 
things ; and which, to sum up all, are themselves a simple act I 

Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without know- 
ledge ?” ® Can the tendency of such teaching be any other than 
to perplex and to confound, and even to throw the hearers into 
universal doubt and scepticism ? To such a style of explication 
these lines of our Briti^ bard, addressed to the patroness of 
sophistry as well as dulness, are admirably adapted : 

Explain upon a thing, till all men doubt it $ 

And write about it, goddess, and about it.^ 

Of the same kind of 8chool-dnetaphysi(» are these Hues of 
Cowley : • 

Nothing is there to come, and nothing paH^ 

But an eternal now does always last.^ 

* Beveridge’s Sermons. ® ^Tob siULviii. 2. ^ Bunciad. ® Bavideis, Book i» 
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What insatiable appetite has this bastard philosophy for ab- 
surdity and contradiction ! A now that lasts ; that is, an instant 
which continues during successive instants ! an eternal now, an 
instant that is no instant, and an eternity that is no eternity. 1 
have heard of a preacher, who, desirous to appear very pro- 
found, and to maKe observations on tjie commonest subjects 
which had never occurred to any body before, remarked, as an 
instance of the goodness of providence, that the moments of 
time come successively, and not simultaneously or together, 
which last method of coming would, he said, occasion infinite 
confusion in the world. •Many of his audience concluded 
his remark to be no better than a bull : and yet, it is 
fairly defensible on the principles of the schoolmen ; if 
that can be called principles which consists merely in words. 
According to them, what Pope says hyperbolically of the 
transient duration and narrow range of man, is a literal 
description of the eternity and immensity of God ; 


His timo a moment, and a point his space.® 

I remember to have seen it somewhere remarked, that man- 
kind being necessarily incapable of making a present of any 
thing to God, have conceived, as a succedaneous expedient, the 
notion of destroying what should be offered to him, or at least 
of rendering it unfit for any other purpose. Something similar 
appears to have taken place in regard to the explanations of the 
divine nature and attributes, attempted by some theorists. On 
a subject so transcendent, if it be impossible to be sublime, it is 
easy to be unintelligible. And that the theme is naturally in- 
comprehensible, they seem to have considered as a full apology 
for them in being perfectly absurd. In the former case, what 
people could not in strictness bestow upon their Maker, they 
could easily render unfit for the use of men ; and in the latter, 
if one cannot grasp what is above the reach of reason, one can 
without^difficulty say a thousand things which are contrary to 
reason. 

But though scholastic theology be the principal, it is not the 
only subject of learned nonsense. In other branches of pneu- 
matology we often meet with rhapsodies of the same kind. I 
shall take an example from a late right honourable writer, who, 
though he gives no quarter to the rants of others, sometimes 
fiills into the ranting strain himself: Pleasures are the objects 
of self-love ; happiness that of reason. Reason is so far from 
depriving us of tne first, that happiness consists in a series of 
them : and as this can be neither attained nor finjoyed securely 
out of society, a due use of our reason makes social and self- 

® Essay on Man, Ep. i. 



252 


THE PHILOSOTHr 


[book u. 


love coiflcide, or even become in effect the same. The con- 
d^on wherein we are bom and bred, the very condition so 
much complained of, prepares us for this coincidence, the 
foundation of all human nappiness : and our whole nature, 
appetite, passion, and reason, concur to promote it. As our 
parents loved themselves in us, so we love ourselves in our 
children, and in those to whom we are most nearly related by 
blood. Thus far instinct improves self-love. Reason improves 
it further. We love ourselves in our neighbours, and in our 
friends too, with Tully’s leave ; for if friendship is formed by a 
kind of sympathy, it is cultivated by- good offices. Reason pro- 
ceeds. We love ourselves in loving the political body whose 
members we are ; and we loye ourselves, when we extend our 
benevolence to all mankind. These are the genuine effects of 
reason.” ^ I would not be understood to signify that there is 
no meaning in any clause of this quotation, but that the greater 
part of it is unmeaning ; and that the whole, instead of exhibit- 
ing a connected train of thought, agreeably to the author’s in- 
tention, presents us only with a few trifling or insignificant 
plirases speciously strung together. The very first sentence is 
justly exceptionable in this respect. Had he said, Pleasure 
is the object of ajjpetite, happiness that of self-love,” there had 
been some sense in it ; as it stands, I suspect there is none. 
Pope, the great admirer and versifier of this philosopher, hath 
succeeded much better in contra-distinguishing the provinces of 
reason and passion, where he says, 

Reason the card, but passion is the gale ; ^ 

this always the mover, that the guide. As the card serves 
equally to point to us the course that we must steer, whatever 
be the situation of the port we are bound for, east or west, 
south or north ; so reason serves equally to indicate the means 
that we must employ for the attainment of any end, whatever 
that end be (right or wrong, profitable or pernicious) which 
passion impels us to pursue.^ All that follows of the passage 
quoted, abounds with the like loose and indefinite declamation. 
If the author had any meaning, a point very ^questionable, he 
hath been very^unhappy and very unphilosophical in express- 
ing it. What are we to make of the coincidence or sameness 
of self-love and social affection produced by reason ? What of 
parents loving themselves in their children? &c. &c. — Anv 
thing you please, or nothing. It is a saying of Hobbes, which 
this author hath quoted with deserved commendation, that 
• 

^ Bolingb. Ph. Fr. 15. * Esaay on Man, Ep. ii* . 

• For the further elucidation of this point, see the analysis of persuasw 
given in Book 1. Chap. vii. Sect. 4. 
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words are the counters of wise men, but the money of fools, 
The thought is ingenious and happily expressed. I shall onjy 
remark upon it, that this noble writer may be produced as one 
of many witnesses, to prove that it is not peculiar to fools to 
fall into this error. He is a wise man indeed who never mis- 
takes these counters fof legal coin. So much for the learned 
nonsense. And doubtless, if nonsense ever deserves to be 
exposed, it is when she has the arrogance to assume the garb 
of wisdom. 


3. Vlie Profound. 

I proceed to another species, which I shall denominate the 
profound^ and which is most commonly to be met wit;h in 
political writings. No where else do we find the merest no- 
things set off with an air of solemnity, as the result of very 
deep thought and sage reflection. Of this kind, however, I 
shall produce a specimen, which, in confirmation of a remark 
made in the preceding paragraph, shall be taken from a justly 
celebrated tract of a justly celebrated pen : It is agreed,” 
says Swift, that in all governments there is an absolute and 
unlimited power, which naturally and originally seems to be 
placed in the whole body, wherever the executive part of it 
lies. This holds in the body natural ; for wherever we place 
the beginning of motion, whether from the head, or the heart, 
or the animal spirits in general, the body moves and acts by a 
consent of all its parts.” ^ The first sentence of this passage 
contains one of the most hackneyed maxims of the writers on 
politics ; a maxim, however, of which it will be more difficult 
than is commonly imagined, to discover, I say not the justness, 
but the sense. The illustration from the natural body, con- 
tained in the second sentence, is indeed more glaringly non- 
sensical. What it is that constitutes this consent of all the 
parts of the bo^ which must be obtained previously to 
every motion, is, 1 will take upon me to affirm, utterly incon- 
ceivable. Yet the whole of the paragraph from which this 
quotation is taken, hath such a speciousness in j|)t, that it is a 
hundred to one even a judicious reader will not, on the first 
perusal, be sensible of the defect. 


4. The Marvellous. 

The last species of nonsense to be exemplified I shall de- 
^lominate the marvellous. It is the characteristic of this kind, 
that it astonishes and even confounds by the boldness of the 

f^lsc. of the Contests and Dissensions in Athens and Rome, first sentence. 
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affirmations, which always appear flatly to contradict the plain- 
est dictates of common sense, and thus to involve a manifest ab- 
surdity. I know no sort of authors that so frequently abounds 
in this manner, as some artists, who have attempted to philoso- 
phize on the principles of their art. I shall give an example 
from the English translation of a Frertth book,® as there is no 
example which I can remember at present in any book written 
originally in our own language : Nature, ” says this writer, 
^Mn herself is unseemly, and he who copies her servilely, and 
without artifice, will always produce something poor, and of a 
mean taste. What is called load ip colours and light, can only 
proceed from a profound knowledge in the values of colours, 
and from an admirable industry, which makes the painted ob- 
jects appear more true, if I may say so, than the real ones. In 
this sense it may be asserted, that in Rubens* pieces. Art is 
above Nature, and Nature only a copy of that great master s 
works.” What a strange subversion, or inversion, if you will, 
of all the most obvious, and hitherto undisputed truths. Not 
satisfied with affirming the unseemliness of every production of 
Nature, whom this philosopher hath discovered to be an arrant 
bungler, and the immense superiority of human Art, whose 
humble scholar dame Nature might be proud to be accounted, 
he riseth to asseverations which shocK all our notions, and 
utterly defy the powers of apprehension. Painting is found to 
be the original ; or rather Rubens’ pictures are the original, 
and Nature is the copy : and indeed very consequentially, the 
former is represented as the standard by which the beauty and 

f ierfections of the latter are to be estimated. Nor do the qua- 
ifying phrases, if I may say sOy and in this sense it may he 
asserted, make here the smallest odds. For as this sublime 
critic has no where hinted what sense it is which he denomi- 
nates this sense, so I believe no reader will be able to conjec- 
ture what the author might have said, and not absurdly said, 
to the same effect. The misfortune is, that when the ex- 
pression is stript of the absurd meaning^ there remains 
nothing but balderdash,^ an unmeaning jumble of words which, 
at first, seem^to announce some great discovery.® Specimens 

® De Piles’s Principles of Paintinff. 

• For the propriety and import of this expression, see Ch. VII. Sec. H- 
^ The latter part of the sentence was thus expressed in the first edition. 

* * a jumble of bold words without meaning. *’ To this phraseology exception 
was taken, which, though not entirely just, appears to nave arisen from some 
obscurity, perhaps an ambiguity in the expression. This, I hope, is removed 
by the alteration now made. . , . 

• Since writing the above observations, I have seen De Piles’s origmai 
performance, anebfind that his translator hath, in this place at least, done 
him no injustice. The whole passage in the French is as follows : “ La ma- 
ture est ingrate d’elle-mdme, et qui s^ttaoheroit k la copier simplement comni^ 
elle est, et sans artifice, feroit toujours quelque chose de pauvre et d’un tr _ 
petit gofit. Ce que vous nommez exag^rations dans les coulcurs, et dans 
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of the same kind are sometimes also to be met with in the 
poets. Witness the famous protestation of an heroic lover in 
one of Dryden’s plays : — 

My wound is great, because it is so small. 

The nonsense of which was properly exposed by an extempo- 
rary verse of the Duke of BuckinghanJ, who, on hearing this 
line, exclaimed in the house, — 

It would be greater, were it none at all. 

Hyperbole, carried to extravagance, is much of a piece, and 
never fails to excite disgust, if not laughter, instead of admi- 
ration. Of this the famous laureate just now quoted, though 
indeed a very considerable genius, affords, among many other 
striking instances, that which follows ; 

That star, that at your birth shone out so bright, 

It stain’d the duller sun’s meridian light.® 

Such vile fustian ought to be carefully avoided by every 
writer. 

Thus I have illustrated, as far as example can illustrate, 
some of the principal varieties to be remarked in unmeaning 
sentences or nonsense ; the puerile, the learned, the profound, 
and the marvellous ; together with those other classes of the 
unintelligible, arising cither from confusion of thought, accom- 
panied with intricacy of expression, or from an excessive aim 
at excellence in the style and manner. 

So much for the explication of the first rhetorical quality of 
style, perspicuity, with the three ways of expressing one’s self 
by which it may be injured ; the obscure, the double meaning, 
and the unintelligible. 

lumieres, cat une admirable Industrie qui fait parottro les objets peints plus 
veritables, s’il faut ainsi dire, que les veritables m6mes. C’est ainsi que les 
tableaux de Rubens sent plus beaux que la Nature, laquelle semble n’4tre 
que la copie des ouvrages ^ ce grand homme.” Recueil de divers ouv rages 
8ur la Peinture et le Colons, rar M. de Piles. Paris, 1755, p. 225. This 
18 rather worse than the English. The qualifying phrase in the last sentence, 
we find, is the translator’s, who seems out of sheer modesty to have brought 
It to cover nudities. His intention was good; but this is such a rag as 
cannot answer. 


^ Dryden on the Restoration. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

What is the Cause that Nonsense so often escapes being detected, 
both by the Writer and by the Reader ? 

Section I. 

The Nature and Power of Signs, both in Speaking and in 
thinking, 

► Before quitting the subject of perspicuity, it will not be 
amiss to inquire into the cause of this strange phenomenon ; 
that even a man of discernment should write without meaning, 
and not be sensible that he hath no meaning ; and that ju- 
dicious people should read what hath been written in this way, 
and not discover the defect. Both are surprising, but the first 
much more than the last. A certain remissness will at time g 
seize the most attentive reader ; whereas an author of discern- 
ment is supposed to have carefully digested all that he writes. 
It is reported of Lopez de Ve^a, a famous Spanish poet, that 
the Bishop of Beller, being in Spain, asked him to explain one 
of his sonnets, which he said he had often read, but never un- 
derstood. Lopez took up the sonnet, and after reading it 
several times, frankly acknowledged that he did not under- 
stand it himself ; a discovery which the poet probably never 
made before. 

But though the general fact hath been frequently observed, 

I do not find that any attempt hath been yet made to account 
for it. Berkeley, indeed, in his Principles of Human Know- 
ledge, hath suggested a theory concerning language, though 
not with this view, which, if well-founded, will go far to re- 
move the principal diflSculty : It is a received opinion^” says 
that author, tnat language has no other end but the com- 
municating our ideas, and that eveiw significant name stands 
for an idea. This being so, and it being withal certain that 
names, which yet are not thought altogether insignificant, do 
not always mark out particular conceiv^le ideas, it is stra^ht- 
way concluded that they stand for abstract notions. That 
there are many names in use amongst speculative men, which 
do not always suggest to others determinate particular ideas, 
is what nobody will deny. And a little attention will discover, 
that it is not necessary (even in the strictest reasonings) sig- 
nifidtht names*which stand for ideas should, every time they 
are used, excite in the understanding the ideas they are made 
to stand for in reading and discoursing, names being for hic 
most part used as letters are in algebra, in which, though a 
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particular quantity be marked by each letter, yet to proceed 
right it is not requisite that in every step each letter suggest 
to your thoughts that particular quantity it was appointed to 
stand for/'i The same principles have been adopted by the 
author of a Treatise of Human Nature, who, speaking of 
abstract ideas, has the following words : I believe every one 
who examines the situation of his mind ih reasoning, will agree 
with me, that we do not annex distinct and complete ideas to 
every term we make use of, and that in talking of government^ 
church j negotiation j conquest^ we seldom spread out in our 
minds all the simple ideas ^of which these complex ones are 
composed. ’Tis, hoivever, observable that notwithstanding 
this imperfection, we may avoid talking nonsense' on these sub- 
jects, and may perceive any repugnance among the ideas, as 
well as if we had a full comprehension of them. Thus if, 
instead of saying that in war the weaker have always recourse 
to negotiation^ we should say, that they have always recourse 
to conquest ; the custom which we have acquired of attributing 
certain relations to ideas, still follows the words, and makes us 
immediately perceive the absurdity of that proposition.”* 
Some excellent observations to the same purpose have also 
been made by the elegant Inquirer into the origin of our ideas 
of the sublime and beautiful.^ 

Now, that the notions on this subject maintained by these 
ingenious writers, however strange they may appear on a 
superficial view, are well founded, is at least presumable from 
this consideration : that if, agreeably to the common hypothe- 
sis, we could understand nothing that is said but by actually 
comparing in our minds all the ideas signified, it would be 
impossible that nonsense should ever escape undiscovered, at 
least that we should so far impose upon ourselves, as to think 
we understand what in reality is fiot to be understood. We 
should in that case find ourselves in the same situation, when 

unmeaning sentence is introduced into a discourse, wherein 
we find^oursdves when a sentence is quoted in a language of 
which we are entirely ignorant: we are never in the — 
clanger of imagining that we apprehend the meaning of the 

quotation: 

But though a very curious fact hath been taken notice of by 
those expert metaphysicians, and such a fact^s will, perhaps, 
account for the deception we are now considering ; yet the fact 
Itself, in my apprehension, hath not been suflSciently accounted 
That mere sounds, V .winch are used only as signs, and 
have no natural connexion with the things whereof they are 
should convey knowledge to the mind, evpn when they 
excite nd idea of the things^ signified, must appear at first 

^ Introd. Sect; 10. * Vbl. J. Book I Part ii, Sect, 7. ® Part V. 

- 8 
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extrexoely mysterious* It is, therefore, worth while to con- 
sider the matter more closely; and in order to this, it will be 
proper to attend a little to the three following connexions : 
first, that which subsisteth among things ; secondly, that which 
aubsisteth between words and things ; thirdly, that which sub- 
sisteth among words, or the different terms used in the same 
language. • 

As to the first of these connexions, namely, that which sub- 
sisteth among things, it is evident that this is original and 
natural. There is a variety of relations to be found m things, 
by which they are connected. Sucji are, among several others, 
resemblance, identity,'* equality, contrariety, cause and effect, 
concomitaiicy^ vicinity in time or place* These we become 
acquainted with by experience ; and they prove, by means of 
association, the source of various combinations of ideas, and 
abstractions, as they are commonly denominated. Hence mixed 
modes, and distinctions into genera and species ; of the origin 
of which I have had occasion to speak already.** 

As to the second connexion, or that which subsisteth be- 
tween words and things, it is obvious, as it hath been hinted 
formerly, that this is not a natural and necessary, but an arti- 
ficial and arbitraij connexion. Nevertheless, though this con- 
nexion hath not its foundation in the nature of things, but in 
the conventions of men, its effect upon the mind is much tlie 
same* For having often had occasion to observe particular 
words used as signs of particular things, we hence contract a 
habit of assoexatmg the sign with the thing signified, insomuch 
that either, being presented to the mind, frequently introduces 
ox occasions the apprehension of the other. Custom, in this 
instance, (grates precisely in the same manner as in the for- 
mation of experience formerly explained. Thus, certain 
somxds, and the ideas of things not naturally related to tliem, 
come to be as strongly linked in our conceptions, » as the ideas 
of things naturally related to one another* ^ 

As to the third connexion, or that whiob subsisteth^mong 
words, I would not be understood to mean any connexion 
among the words considered as solmds, such as that which 
results from resemblance in pronunciarioh,. eauaH^ in 
number of syllables^ sameness of measure or cmenoo ; I mean 
solely , that or rel^fou whie^^ ^adtially 

cphsift among t|^ dififerent .wonh? o| a langu^0,.m the minp 
ollboie who w m'^ly 

» : ♦' ll m tBatigki it^proper to msadoii s 

tkingt are conneet^^i but it roiist tb»t I ody 

a* to constitute dfltinct objects ie 1%- 
ttoeraupti of the saibe person, wben S'obild a»d 

aidmtIOQ of different objects, between wtdcll ^ 

' ' -r-. ■ 

* Book^I* Chap. V. Sect, it Part 2. On the for^ticii^ 
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tliat those words are employed as signs of connected or rdateij 
things. ^ It is an axiom in geometry, that things equal to the 
same thing are equal to one another. It may, in like manner^ 
be admitted as an axiom in psychology, that associated' 
by the same idea will associate with one another. Hence it 
will happen, that if from experiencing the connexion of two 
things there results, as infallibly there will result, an associa- 
tion between the ideas or notions annexed to them, as each 
idea will moreover be associated by its signs, there will Uke^ 
wise be an association between the ideas of the signs. Hend^^ 
the sounds, considered as signs, will be conceived t<5 have di 
connexion analogoua to that which subsisteth among the things 
signified; I say the sounds considered as signs: for this way 
of considering them constantly attends us in speaking, writing, 
hearing, and reading. When we purposely abstract from^ it, 
and regard them merely as sounds, we are instantly sensible 
that they are quite unconnected, and have no other relation 
than what ariseth from similitude of tone or accent. But to 
consider therti in this manner commonly results from previous 
design, and requires a kind of effort which is not exerted in 
the ordinary use of speech. In ordinary use they are regarded 
solely as signs, or rather they are confounded with the things 
they signify; the consequence of which is, that, in the manner 
just now explained, we come insensibly to conceive a con- 
nexion among them, of a very different sort from that of which 
sounds are naturally susceptible. 

Now this conception, habit, or tendency of the mind, call it 
which you please, is consideiftbly strengthened both by the 
frequent use of language, and by the structure of it. It is 
strengthened by the frequent use of language. Language is 
the sole channel through which we communicate our knowledge 
and discoveries to others, and through which the knowledge 
and discoveries of others are communicated to us. By reitef- 
^•ted r^ourse to this medium, it necessarily happens, that when 
thjngs^are related t6 eadh other, the words signifying those 
things ate more coram^Iy brought together in discoutse. 
Hence the wordsand nauies themselves, bjj^ustomary yicimty, 
contract in the fency a relation addition^^o that which they 
derive purely from being symbols of related things. Further, 
Ihis tendency is strengthened by the structure of language. All 
languages wbatever, even the most barbarous, aS far* as hath 
yet appeal^, q ( a regular and anSlogicitf Jaake. Tho don- 
sequenoe is^ that sis^ar relations in thmgs 
similarly* that is, by skttiW^infleotionsy derivations,' compo- 
sitions, arrangement of wottfs, or juxtaposition of particles, 
^cording to tiiO gem^ or gi^tnmatical form of the particular 
fongue.^ Now, as by the habitual use of a language (even 
irrogidar) signs would insensibfybe^ 
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come connected in the imagination, wherever the things signi- 
fied connected in nature; so, by the regular structure of a 
language, this connexion among the signs is conceived as analo- 
gous to that \^ch subsisteth among their archetypes. From 
these principles we may be enabled both to understand the 
meaning and to perceive the justness of what is affirmed in the 
end of the preceding quotatioli: The custom which we have 
acquired of attributing certain relations to ideas, still follows 
the words, and makes us immediately perceive the absurdity 
of that proposition.” Immediately^ that is, even before we have 
leisure to give that attention to the signs which is necessary in 
order to form a just conception of the things signified. In 
confirmation of this doctrine it may be observed, that we really 
think by si^ns as well as speak by them. 

I have hitherto, in conformity to what is now become a 
general and inveterate custom, and in order to avoid tiresome 
circumlocutions, used the terras sign and idea as exactly corre- 
lative. This, I am sensible, is not done with strict propriety. 
All words are signs, but that the signification cannot always be 
represented by an idea will, I apprehend, be abundantly evident 
from the observations following. All the truths which constitute 
science, which give exercise to reason, and are discovered by 
philosophy, are general; all our ideas, in the strictest sense of 
the word, are particular. All the particular truths about which 
we are conversant, are properly historical, and compose the 
furniture of memory. Nor do 1 include under the t^rm hisky 
ricalj the truths which belong to natural history ; for e verathese 
too are general. Now, beyond particular truths or individual 
facts, first perceived and then remembered, we should never be 
able to proceed one single step in thinking, any more than iu 
oonversin|^, withifut the use of signs. 

When It is affirmed that the whole is eqml to all Us pa7% 
there cannot be an affirmation which is more perfectly intelli- 
gible, or which commands a fuller assent. If, m order to com- 
prehend this, I recur to ideas, all that I can do, is to form a 
Action of some individual whole div^ed into a certain number 
Af parts, of which k is constituted, suppose of the j^ear divided 
intq the four seasols. Now, all that 1 can bo said to discern 
here, is the relation of equality between this particular whole 
and its component parts. If I recur to another example, I 
only perceive another particular truth. The same holds of a 
and of a fourth. But so far am I, after t|ie percepti^^ 

j^^thousand particular similar instances^ from the dlseov ot 

4he ipiversal truth, that if the m had not the power ot con- 

^ or particular ideas as representing 
in&ity otheri^ resembling in one oircumst^ee^ ^ 
totally ^ssimiiar in every other, I could not sO ^ 
cei ve the meanihg of a muve|sal tiiith. HenOb" ft is that sonif^' 
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ideas^ to adopt the expression of the author above quoted, are 
particular in their nature^ dbut general in their representation. 
There is, however, it must be acknowledged, a difficulty in 
explaining this power the mind hath, of considoiring ideas, not 
in their private, but, as it were, in their representative capacity ; 
which, on that author’s system who divides all the objects of 
thought into impressions and ideas, will Tbe found altogether in- 
surmountable. It was to avoid this difficulty that philosophers 
at first recurred, as is sometimes the case, to a still greater, or 
rather to a downright absurdity, the doctrine of abstract ideas. 
I mean only that doctrine as it hath been frequently explained ; 
for if any one is pleased to call that faculty by which a parti- 
cular Idea is regarded as representing a whole order, by the 
name abstraction^ I have no objection to the term : nay more, 
I think it sufficiently expressive of the sense : — whilst certain 
qualities of the individual remain unnoticed, and are therefore 
abstracted from, those qualities only which it hath in common 
with the order engross the mind’s attention. But this is not 
what those writers seem to mean, who philosophize upon abs- 
tract ideas, as is evident from their own explications. 

The patrons of this theory maintain, or at least express them- 
selves as if they maintained, that the mind is endowed with a 
power of forming ideas, or images, within itself, that are pos- 
sessed not only of incongruous, but of inconsistent qualities, of 
a triangle, for example, that is of all possible dimensions and 
proportions, both in sides and angles, at once right-angled, 
acute-angled, and obtuse-angled, equilateral, equicrural, and 
scalenum. One would have thought that the bare mention of 
this hypothesis would have been equivalent to a confutation 
of it, since it really confutes itself. ^ 

Yet in this manner one no less respectable* the philosophic 
world than Mr. Locke has, on some occasions, expressed him- 
8elf> I consider the diference, however, on this article, 
between him and the two authors above mentioned, as more 
apparent than real, or (which amounts to the same thing) more 
in words than in sentimi^nts. It is indeed scarcely possible 
that men of discernment should think difl^ently on a subject 
so perfectly subjected to every one’s own consciousness and ex- 
perience. What has betrayed the former into such un^arded 
‘'^nd improper expressions, is plainly an undue, and till then, 
unprecedented use of the word which he has employed 
(for the sake, 1 suppose of simplifying his system) to signify 
not only, as formerly, the traces of things retained in the 
naemory, and the images formed by the fancy, but even the per- 
ceptions of the senses on the one hand, and the; conceptions 
me intellect on the other, ^^ it being that term which,” in his 

pn Hiamiui Understanding, B. II. C. xi. Sect. 10, 11; B. IV. C. yU. 
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opinion, serves best to stand for whatsoever is the object of 
the understanding, when a man thinks.” Accordbgly, he no 
where, that I remember, aefines it with some logicians, a 
pattern or copy of a thing in the i^d.” Nevertheless he has 
not always, in speaking on theantject, attended to the differ- 
ent acceptation he had in the beginning affixed to the word ; 
but, misled by the common definition, (which regards a more 
limited object,) and applying it to the term in that more exten- 
sive import which he had himself given it, has fallen into those 
inconsistencies in language which have been before observed. 
Thus this great man has, in his own example, as it were, de- 
monstrated how difficult it is even for the wisest to guard 
uniformly against the inconveniences arising from the ambi- 
guity of words. 

But that what I have now advanced is not spoken rashly, and 
that there was no material difference between his opinions and 
theirs on this article, is, I think, manifest from the following 
passage : “ To return to general words, it is plain, by what has 
been said, that general and universal belong not to the real ex- 
istence of things, but are the inventions and creatures of the 
understanding, made by it for its own use, and concern only 
signs, whether words or ideas. Words are general, as has 
been said, when used for signs of general ideas, and so arc 
applicable indifferently to many particular things ; and ideas are 
general, when they are set up as the representatives of many par- 
ticular things : but universality belongs not to tilings the^iselves, 
which are ^ of them particular in their existence ; even those 
words and ideas which m their signification are general. When, 
therefore, we quit particulars, tne generals that rest are only 
creatures of ou^wn making ; their general nature being no- 
iking but the capSicity they are put into by the understanding 
of signifying or representing many particulars. For the sig- 
nificaUon they have^ is nothing but a relation that by the mind 
of man is added to themJ^^ STothing, in my apprehension, can 
be more exactly coincident with Berkeley's doctrine of abstrac- 
tion. Here not only words but ideas are made signs ; and a 
particular idea is made general, not by any change produced in 
it, (for then it would be no longer the same idea,) but ^‘by 
bein^ set up as the representative of many particular things*’ 
Universality,” he observes, as it belongs not to things, belongs 
not even to those words and ideas, whieh are all of them par- 
tienlar in their existence, but gene^ in their stoificatiom 
Again, the general nature of those ideas, is nothing bnt the 
>el^]neity they are put into by the undeiftajodip^ uf si^ify^S 
nr r^prepeuting particidars }” and if possml?, stdl 

T Essay os |ii|n yn4<ir8to4isg, flv I C, fc 90^ 0* 

» B. UL C.m §eot ll, ■ 
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explicitly, the signification they have is nothing but a rela^ 
tion;*^ no alteration on their essq^Qce, ^Hhat by the mind of 
man is added to them.” 

Some of the greatest a^iiirers of that eminent philosopher 
seem to have overlooked entirely the preceding account of his 
sentiments on this subject, and through I know not what pa»- 
sion for the paradoxical (I should rather say, the impossible 
and unintelligible), have shown an amazing zeal for defending 
the propriety of the hasty expressions which appear in the pas^ 
sages formerly referred to. Has not the mind of man, say 
tliey, an unlimited power ift moulding and combining its ideas ? 
The mind, it must be owned, hath an unlimited power in 
moulding and combining its ideas. It often produceth won- 
derful forms of its own, out of the materials originally supplied 
by sense ; forms indeed of which there is no exemplar to be 
found in nature, centaurs, and griffins, 


Gorgons, and hydras, and chimeras dire. 


But still it must not attempt absolute impossibilities, by 
giving to its creature contradictory qualities. It must not 
attempt to conceive the same thing to be black and white at 
the same time, to be no more than three inches long, and yet 
no less than three thousand ; to conceive two or more lines to 
be both equal and unequal, the same angle to be at once acute, 
obtuse, and right. These philosophers sagely remark, as a 
consequence of their doctrine, that the mind must be extremely 
slow in attaining so wonderful a talent ; whereas, on the con- 
trary, nothing can be more evident than that the power of abs- 
tracting, as I have explained it, is to a captain degree, and 
must be, as early as the use of speech, and is consequently dis- 
coverable even in infants. 

But if such an extraordinary faculty as they speak of were 
possible, I cannot, for my part, conceive what purpose it could 
serve. An idea hath been defined hj some logicians, the forai 
or resemblance of a thing in the mind, and the whole of its 
power and use in thinking is supposed to arise from an exact 
conformity to its archetype. What then is the use or power 
of that idea, to which there neither is nor can be any archetype 
in nature, which is merely a creature of the brain, a monster 
that bears not the likeness of any thing in the universe. 

In the extensive sense in which LocEe, who is considered as 
the most strenuous sujyporter of that doctrine, uses the word 
idea, ^bn the perceptions of the senses, as I had occasion 
lately to i^mark, are included under that terns. And if so, it 
IS incontrovertible, that a particular idea often serves as the sign 
^f a whole class. Thus in every one of Euclid’s theorems, a 
particular triangle, and a particular parallelogram, and a partis 
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cular circle, are employed as signs to denote all triangles, all 
pa^r^lelograms, and all circles. When a geometrician makes a 
diagram with chalk upon a board, and from it demonstrates some 
property of a straight-lined figurenno spectator ever imagines 
that he is demonstrating a property of nothing else but that in- 
dividual white figure of five inches long which is before him. 
Every one is satisfied that he is demonstrating, a property of all 
that order, whether more or less extensive, oi which it is both 
an example and a sign ; all the order being understood to agree 
with it in certain characters, however different in other respects. 
Nay, what is more, the mind with the utmost facility extends or 
contracts the representative power of the sign, as the particular 
occasion requires. Thus the same equilateral triangle will with 
equal propriety serve for the demonstration not only of a property 
OI all equilateral triangles, but of a property of all isosceles 
triangles, or even of a property of all triangles whatever. Nay, 
so perfectly is this matter understood, that if the demonstrator 
in any part should recur to some property, as to the length of 
a side, belonging to the particular figure he hath constructed, 
but not essential to the kind mentioned in the proposition, and 
which the particular figure is solely intended to represent, every 
intelligent observer would instantly detect the fallacy. So en- 
tirely for all the purposes of science doth a particular serve for 
a whole species or genus. Now, why one visible individual, 
or, in the style of the above-mentioned author, why a particular 
idea of sight, should, in our reasonings, serve, without the 
smallest inconvenience, as a sign for an infinite number, and 
yet one conceivable individual, or a particular idea of imagina- 
tion, should not be adapted to answer the same end, it will, I 
imagine, be utterly impossible to say. 

There is, however, a considerable difference in kind Between 
such signs as these, and the words of a language. Amongst all 
the individuals of a species, or even of the most extensive genus, 
there is still a natural connexion, as they agree in the specific 
or generic character. But the connexion that subsisteth between 
words and things is, in its origin, arbitrary. Yet the difference 
in the effect is not so considerable as one would be apt to imagine. 
In neither case is it the matter, if I miiy be allowed the ex- 
pression, but the power of the sign that is regarded by the 
mind. We find that even in demonstrative reaso^gs, signs 
of the latter kind, or mere symbols, may be used with as much 
clearness and success as can be conferred by natural signs. 
Gptie operations both of the algebraist and of the arithmetician 
atrictly of the natui^ of demonstration* The one employs 
ae signs the letters of the alphabet, the other certain numerical 
characters* In neither of these arts is it necessary to form 
ideas of the quantities and sums signified ; m some instances it 
is eyen impossible ; yet the equations and calculations resulting 
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thence are not the less accurate and convincing.— So much for 
the nature and power of artificial 4Bigns. 

Perhaps I have said too much on the subject; for on a 
review of what I have written, I am even apprehensive lest 
some readers imagine, that after quoting examples of the unin- 
telligible from others, I have thought, fit to produce a very 
ample specimen of my own. Every subject, it is certain, is not 
equally susceptible of perspicuity : but there is a material dif- 
ference between an obscurity which ariseth purely from the 
nature of the subject, and that which is chargeable upon the 
style. Whatever regards the analysis of the operations of the 
mind, which is quicker than lightning in all her energies, must 
in a great measure be abstruse and dark. Let then the dis- 
satisfaed reader deign to bestow on the foregoing observations 
a second perusal ; and thougli after that he should be as much 
at a loss as before, the case may not be without remedy. Let 
him not therefore be discouraged from proceeding ; there is still 
a possibility that the application of the principles, which I have 
been attempting to devclope, will reflect some light on them ; 
and if not, it is but few minutes thrown away ; for I do not 
often enter on such profound reseai’ches. 


Section II. — The Application of the Preceding Principles. 

Now, to apply this doctrine to the use for which it was intro- 
duced, let us consider how we can account by it for these 
phenomena, that a man of sense should sometimes write non- 
sense and not know it, and that a man of sense should some- 
times rgad nonsense, and imagine he underi^ands it. 

In the preceding quotation from the Treatise on Human 
Nature, the author observes that notwithstanding that we do 
not annex distinct and complete ideas to every term we make 
use of, we may avoid talking nonsense, and may perceive any 
repugnance among the ideas, as well as if we had a full compre- 
hension of them.” This remark generally holds. Thus in 
niatters that are perfectly familiar, and are level to an ordinary 
capacity, in simple narration, or in moral observations on the 
occurrences of life, a man of common understanding may be 
deceived by specious falsehood, but is hardly to be gulled by 
downright nonsense. Almost all th^ possible applications of 
the terms (in other words, all the acquired relations of the signs) 
have become customary to him. The consequence is, that an 
unusual application of any tferm isinstantlydetected; this detec- 
tion breeds doubt, and this doubt occasions* an immediate 
i’ecourse to ideas* The recourse of the mind, when in any de- 
gree puzzled with the signs, to the kn(#|edge it has of the 
thing signified, is natural, and on such pBm subjects perfectly 
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easy. And of this recourse the discovery of the meaning or of 
the unmeaningness of what is said is the immediate effect. But 
in matters that arc by no means familiar, or are treated in an 
uncommon manner, and in such as are of an abstruse and intri- 
cate nature, the case is widely different. There are particularly 
three sorts of writing \vherein we are liable to be imposed on 
by words without meaning. 

The first is, where there is an exuberance of metaphor. 
Nothing is more certain than that this trope, when temperately 
and appositely used, serves to add light to the expression and 
energy to the sentiment. On the Contrary, when vaguely and 
intemperately used, nothing can serve more effectually to cloud 
the sense, where there is sense, and by consequence to conceal 
the defect, where there is no sense to show. And this is the 
case not only where there is in the same sentence a mixture of 
discordant metaphors, but also where the metaphoric style is too 
long continued, and too far pursued.® The reason is obvious. 
In common speech the words are the immediate signs of the 
thought. But it is not so here ; for when a person, instead of 
adopting metaphors that come naturally and opportunely in his 
way, rummages the whole world in quest of them, and piles them 
one upon another ; when he cannot so properly be said to use 
metaphor as to talk in metaphor, or rather when from metfi- 
phor he runs into allegory, and thence into enigma, his words 
are not the immediate signs of his thought ; they are at best 
but the signs of the signs of his thought. His writing may 
then be called what Spenser not unjustly styled his Faerie 
^ Queene, a perpeUml allegory or dark conceit. Most readers 
will account it much to bestow a transient glance on the literal 
sense, which lies nearest ; Jbut will never think of that jpeaning 
more remote, which the figures therasel vesare intended to signify . 
It is no wonder then that this sense, for the discovery of which 
it is necessary to see through a double veil, should, where it is, 
more readily escape our observation, and that where it is want- 
ing we should not so quickly miss it. 

There is, in respect of the two meanings, considerable variety 
to be found in the tropical style. In just allegory and simili- 
tude there is always a propriety, or if you choose to call it, cou- 
gruity, in the literal sense, as well as a distinct meaning or sen- 
timent suggested, which is called the figurative sense. Exam- 
ples of this are unneGessai*y. Again, where the figurative sense 
IS unexceptionable, there is sometimes an incongruity in the 
expression of the literal sense. This is always the case m 
mixed metaphor, a thing not unfrequent even in good writers. 

® ITt modiensautem atqueopportunas traoilatlonis usua illustrat orationen^ 

ita frequens ©t obscurat et taedio complete contin^U^ verp in allcgoriam 
i©iii|fmaia exk. QtriNT. L. Vlll. C. vi. 
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Thus, when Addison remarks that there is not a single yiew 
of human nature, which is not sufficient to extinguish the seeds 
of pride,” he expresses a true sentiment somewhat incon- 
gruously; for the terms extinguish and seeds here metaphorically 
used, do not suit each other. In like manner, there is some- 
thing incongruous in the mixture of tropes employed in the 
following passage from Lord Bolingbroke : Nothing less than 
the hearts of his people will content a patriot prince, nor will 
he think his throne established, till it is established thereP 
Yet the thought is excellent. But in neither of these examples 
does the incongruity of the expression hurt the perspicuity of 
the sentence. Sometimes, indeed, the literal meaning involves 
a direct absurdity. When this is the case, as in the quotation 
from the Frmciples of Painting given in the preceding chapter, 
it is natural for the reader to suppose that there must be some- 
thing under it ; for it is not easy to say how absurdly even just 
sentiments will sometimes be expressed. But when no such 
hidden sense can be discovered, what, in the first view, conveyed 
to our minds a glaring absurdity^ is rightly on reflection deno- 
minated nonsense. We are satisfied that De Piles neither 
thought nor wanted his readers to think, that Bubens was 
really the original performer, and God the copier. This then 
was not his meaning. But what he actually thought, and 
wanted them to think, it is impossible to elicit from his words. 
His words then may justly be termed hold^ in respect of their 
literal import, but unmeaning in respect of the author^s in- 
tention. 

It may be proper here to observe, that some are apt to con- ^ 
found the terms absurdity and nonsense as synonymous, which 
they manifestly are not. An absurtijty, in the strictest accepta- 
tion, is a proposition either intuitively or demonstratively false. 
Of this kind are these : Three and tvro make seven.” All 
the angles of a triangle are greater than two right angles.” 
That the formejr is false we know by intuition ; that the latter 
18 so, we are able to demonstrate, but the term is further ex- 
tended to denote a notorious falsehood. If one should affirm, 
that at the vernal equinox the sun rises in the north, and sets 
in the south,” we should not hesitate .to say that he advances 
an absurdity ; but still what he affirms has a meaning ; inso- 
nuich that on hearing the sentence we pronounce its falsity. 
Now, nonsense is that whereof we cannot say either that it is 
tme, or that it is false. Thus when the Teutonic theosopher 
enounces, that the voices of the celestial joyfulness qualifjr, 

commix, and hai!:moni 26 in the fire which was firona eternity m 
the good quality,” I should think it equally impertinent to aver 
the falsity as tM truth of this enunciation. Tor, though the 
words grammatically form a sentence, they exhibit to the un- 
derstanding np judgment, and consequently admitneither assent 
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nor dissent, fn the former Instances I say the meaning, or 
what they affirm, is absurd ; in the last instance I say there is 
no meaning, and therefore properly nothing is affirmed. In 
popular language, I own, the terms absurdity and nonsense are 
not so accurately distinguished. Absurd positions are some- 
times called nonsensical. It is not common, on the other hand, 
io say of downright nonsense, that it comprises an absurdity. 

Further, in the literal sense there may be nothing unsuitable, 
and yet the reader may be at a loss to find a figurative mean- 
ing, to which his expressions can with justice be applied. 
Wnters immoderately attached to ‘the florid or highly figured 
diction, are often misled by a desire of flourishing on the seve- 
ral attributes of a metaphor, which they have pompously ushered 
into the discourse, without taking the trouble to examine whether 
there be any qualities in the subject to whicli these attributes 
can with justice and perspicuity be applied. 

In one of the examples of the unintelligible above cited, the 
author having once determined to represent the human mind 
under the metaphor of a country, hath involved in his thoughts 
the various objects which might be found in a country, but hath 
never dreamt of considering whether there be any things in the 
mind properly analogous to these. Hence the strange parade 
he makes with regions and recesses^ hollow caverns and private 
seats^ wastes and loildernesses, fruitful and cultivated tracts, 
words which, though they have a precise meaning as applied to 
country, have no definite signification as applied to mind. With 
equal propriety he might have introduced all the variety which 
Satan discovered in the kingdom of darkness. 

Rocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and shades of death 
■V 

or given us with Othello, 

All hi$ travel’s history. 

VTherein, belike^ of antres vast, and desorts idle, 

Rough quarries, rocks, and hills whose heads touch heaven, 

*T had been his hint to speak.* 

So much for the immoderate use of metaphor, which, by the 
way^ is the principal source of all the nonsense of orators and 
poets. 

The second species of •writing wherein we arc liable to be 
imposed on by words without meaning, is that wherein the 
terms most frequently occurring denote things which are of a 
complicated nature, and to which the mind is not sufficiently 
femfliarized. Many of those notions which are called by philo- 
sophers mixed modes, come under this denomination. Of these 

^ Paradise Lost. * Shakspeare. 
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the instances are numberless in every tongue : such as govern- 

menty churchy statCy constitutioriy politxjy powevy commercey legis- 
laiurcy jurisdictioHy proportiotiy symmetryy elegance. It will 
considerably increase the danger of our being deceived by an 
unmeaning use of such terms, if they are besides (as very often 
they are) of so indeterminate, and consequently equivocal signi- 
fication, that a writer, unobserved eithfer by himself or by his 
reader, may slide from one sense of the term to another, till by 
degrees he fall into such applications of it as will make no sense 
at all. It deserves our notice also, that we are in much greater 
danger of terminating in this, if the different meanings of the 
same word have some affinity to one another, than if they have 
none. In the latter case, when there is no affinity, the transi- 
tion from one meaning to another is taking a very wide step, 
and what few writers are in any danger of ; it is, besides, what 
will not so readily escape the observation of the reader. So 
much for the second cause of deception, which is the chief 
source of all the nonsense of writers on politics and criticism. 

The third and last, and I may add, the principal species of 
composition, wherein we are exposed to this illusion by the 
abuse of words, is that in which the terms employed are very 
abstract, and consequently of very extensive signification. It is 
an observation that plainly ariseth from the nature and structure 
of language, and may be deduced as a corollary from what hath 
been said of the use of artificial signs, that the more general any 
name is, as it comprehends the more individuals under it, and 
consequently requires the more extensive knowledge in the 
mind that would rightly apprehend it, the more it must have of 
indistinctness and obscurity. Thus the word lion is more dis- 
tinctly apprehended by the mind than the word beasty beast 
than animaly animal than being. But there is, in what are 
called abstract subjects, a still greater fund of obscurity than 
that arising from the frequent mention of the most general 
terms. Names must be assigned to those qualities as con- 
sidered abstractedly, which never subsist independently, or by 
themselves, ^but which constitute the generic characters and the 
specific differences of things. And this leads to a manner which 
IS in many instances remote from the common use of speech, 
and therefore must be of more difficult conception. The 
qualities thus considered as in a state of separation from the 
subjects to which they belong, have been not unfitly compared 
a famous wit qf the last century to disembodied spirits : 

could reduce all things to acts, 

And knew their natures and abstracts j 

Where entity and quiddity 

The ghosts of deiunct bodies fly.* 

« Hudibras, B. E C. i. 
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As the manes of the departed heroes which vEneas saw in the 
infernal regions were so constituted as effectually to elude the 
embrace of every living*wight ; in like manner the abstract 
qualities are so subtle as often to elude the apprehension of the 
most attentive mind. They have, I may say, too much volati- 
lity to be arrested, were it but for a moment. 


-The flitting shadow slips away, 

Like winds or empty dreams that fly the day.^ — D ryden. 


It is no wonder then, that a misapplication of such words, 
whether general or abstract, should frequently escape our no- 
tice. The more general any word is in its signification, it is 
the more liable to be abused by an improper or unmeaning 
application. A foreigner will escape discovery in a crowd, who 
would instantly be distinguished in a select company. A very 
general terra is applicable alike to a multitude of different indi- 
viduals, a particular term is applicable but to a few. Wlien the 
rightful applications of a word are extremely numerous, they 
cannot all be so strongly fixed by habit, but that, for greater 
security, we must perpetually recur in our minds from the sign 
to the notion we have of the thing signified ; and for the reason 
aforementioned, it is in such instances diflScult precisely to 
ascertain this notion. Thus the latitude of a word, though dif- 
ferent from its ambiguity, hath often a similar effect, 

Fmi;her, it is a certain fact, that when we are much accus- 
tomed to particular terms, we can scarcely avoid fancying that 
we understand them, whether thejr have a meaning or not. 
The reason of this apprehension might easily be deduced from 
what hath been alre^y said of the nature of signs. Let it 
suffice at present to observe the fact. Now, on ordinary sub- 
jects, if we adopt such a wrong opinion, we may easily be un- 
deceived. The reason is, that on such subjects, the recourse 
from the sign to the thing signified is easy. For the opposite 
reason, if we are in such an error on abstract subject^ it is next 
to impossible that ever we should be undeceived. Hence it is, 
if without offence ! may be indulged the observation, that in 
some popular systems of religion, the zeal of the people is prin- 
cipally exerted in support of* cei^ain favourite phrases, and a 
kind of technical and idiomatical dialect to which their ears 
hare been long inured, and which they consequentljr imagine 
they understand, but in which often there is nothing to be 
understood. 

From such pauses it hath arisen, that everMnc,e the earliest 

* Ter compr^naa manua eifuglt imago, 

Par levibus ventis, volucrlquo simillima somno. 

lib, ii. 
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days of philosophy, abstract subjects have been the principal 
province of altercation and logomachy ; to the support of 
which, how far the artiBcial didectii^ of the schoolmen, nay, 
the analytics and the metaphysics, the categories and the topics 
of the justly admired Stagyrite, have contributed, we have 
considered already,® Indeed at length disputation in the schools 
came to be so much a mechanical exerdlse, that if once a man 
had learned his logic, and had thereby come to understand the 
use of his weapons, and had gotten the knack of wielding them, 
he was qualified, without any other kind of knowledge, to de- 
^ fend any position whatsoevei', how contradictory soever to 
common sense, and to tlie clearest discoveries of reason and 
experience. This art, it must be owned, observed a wonderful 
Impartiality in regard to truth and error, or rather the most 
absolute indifference to both. If it was oftener employed in 
defence of error, that is not to be wondered at ; for the way of 
truth is one, the ways of error arc infinite. One qualified 
In the manner above-mentioned could as successfully dispute 
on a subject of which he was totally ignorant, as on one with 
which he was perfectly acquainted. Success indeed tended 
then no more to decide the question, than a man’s killing his 
antagonist In a duel serves now to satisfy any person of sense 
tliat the victor had right on his side, and that the vanquished 
was in the wrong. Such an art as this could at bottom be no 
other than a mere playing with words, used indeed gramma- 
tically, and according to certain rules established in the schools, 
but quite insignificant, and therefore incapable of conveying 
knowledge. 

Vain wisdom all, and false philosophy. 


This logic, between two and three centuries ago, received a 
considerable improvement from one Raimund Lully, a native of 
Majorca, who, by the ingenious contrivance of a few concentric 
moveable circles, on the borders of some of which were inscribed 
the subjects, of others the predicaments, and of others the forms 
of questions, .not only superseded the little in point of invention 
which the scholastic logic had till then required, but much 
accelerated the operations of the artist. All was done by 
manual labour. All the circles, except the outmost, which was 
mimoveable, were turned upon the common centre, one after 
another. In this manner the disposition of subjects, predica- 
ments, and questions, was perpetually varied. All the proper 
questions on every subject were suggested, and pertinent an- 
swers supplied. In the same way dia the working of the engine 
discover and ^apply the several topics of argument that might 
used in support of any question. On this fare device one 

® Book I. Chap. vl. 
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Athanasius Kircher made great improvements in the last cen- 
tury. He boasted that by means of a coffer of arts, divided 
into a number of small iteceptacles, entirely of his own con- 
triving, a thousand prodigies might be performed, which eitlier 
could not be effected at all by Lully’s magical circles, or at 
least not so expeditiously. 

^ Nothing can more ftilly prove that the fruit of all such con- 
trivances was mere words without knowledge, an empty show 
of science without the reality, than the ostentatious and absurd 
way in which the inventors and their votaries talk of these 
inventions. They would have us l^elieve that in these is con- 
tained a complete encyclopaedia, that here we may discover all 
the arts and sciences as in their source, that hence all of them 
may be deduced a priori^ as from their principles. Accordingly 
they treat all those as no better than quacks and empirics who 
have recourse to so homely a tutoress as experience. 

The consideration of their pretensions hath indeed satisfied 
me that the ridicule thrown on projectors of this kind, in the 
account given by Swift^^of a professor in the academy of Lagado, 
is not excessive, as I once thought it. The boasts of the 
academist, on the prodigies performed by his frame, are far 
less extravagant than those of the above-mentioned artists, 
which in truth they very much resemble.^ 


® Gulliver’s Travels, Part iii. 

^ At what an amazing pitch of perfection doth Knittelius, a great admirer 
both of Lully and of Kirenor, suppose that the adepts in this literary handi- 
craft may arrive. The assiduous and careful practice muII at length, according? 
to him, fully instruct us, “ quomodo de quucunque re propositu statim Ubrum 
concipere, ct in capita dividero, do quacunque re ex tempore disserore, arp^u- 
mentari, de quocunque themato orationem formare, orationein incntah in 
per horam, dies, et septim^^as protrahere, rem quamcunijue describero, jicr 
apologos et fabulas proponere, emblemata ct hieroglyphica iuvenire, de (lua- 
cunque re historias expedite scribere, adversaria de quacunque re facero, <ie 
quacunque materia consiUa dare, omnes argutias ad unara regulam reducere, 
assumptum thema in infinitum multiplicare, ex false rem demonstrare, quid- 
libet per qtudlibet probare, possimus.” Quirinus Kuhlmannus, another 
philosopher the last ceutury, in a letter to Kircher hath said with much 
good sense, concerning his coffer, “ Lusus est ingeniosus, iugeniose Kirchere, 
non methodus, primu fronte aliquid promittens, in recessu nihil solvens. 
Sine oista enim puer nihil potest respondere, et in cista nihil prajtcr vorba 
habet ; tot profert quot audit, sine intellectu, adinstar psittaci ; et de illo 
jure djcitur quod Lacon de philomola, Vox est pr<Ptereaque nihil**' Could 
any body imagine that one wno thought so justly of Kircber’s device was 
himself the author of another of the same kind 1 He had, it seems, contrived 
a scientific machine, that moved by wheels, with the conception of which he 
pretended to have been inspii^d by Heaven, but unfortunately he did not 
live to publish it. His only view, therefore, in the words .above quoted, was 
to depreciate Kircher’a engine, that he might the more 
his own. Jdulta passim,*^ says Morhoff concerning hini (Pojynistori vol. i* 

lib. ii. cap.^.), “ de rotis suis combinateriis jactat, qulbus ordinatis unus 

homo millies mille,^imo miliies miUles mUle soribas vinoat q^i tamen pruna- 
rius rotarum scopus non est, sed grandior louge restaL jttempe notitia 
providential mternae, orbisquo terrarum motus.” And again, 
nominum tam insulso judicio prajditus est, qui hac institutione libros doctos 
novos, utiles, omni rerum scientia pleBos, levissim^ opcr& ederc non potes . 
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So much for the third and last cause of illusion that was 
taken notice of, arising from the abuse of very general and 
abstract terms, which is the principal ^urce of all the nonsense 
that hath been vented by metaphysicians, mystagogucs, and 
theologians. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Jlie extensive Usefulness of Persjncuity, 

9 

Section I. 

When is Obscurity Apfosite^ if ever it he Apposite^ and 
lohat kind? 

Having fully considered the nature of perspicuity, and the 
various ways in which the laws relating to it may be trans- 
gressed, I shall now inquii’e, whether to be able to transgress 
with dexterity in any of those ways, by speaking obscurely, 
ambiguously, or unintelligibly, be not as essential to the per- 
fection of eloquence, as to be able to speak perspicuously. 

Eloquence, it may be said, hath been defined. to be that art 
or talent whereby the discourse is adapted to produce the effect 
which the speaker intends it should produce on the hearer.® 
May not then obscurity, on some occasions, be as condueive to 

How much more modest is the professor of Lagado: Ho flatters himself, 
indeed, that a more noble exalted thought than his never sprang in any other 
man’s head,” hut doth not lay claim to inspiration. “ Every one knows,” ho 
adds, “ how' laborious the usual method is of attaining to arts and sciences : 
whereas by his contrivance, the most ignorant person, at a reasonable charge, 
and with a little bodily labour, may write books in philosophy, poetry, politics, 
hiw,inathematicSyana theology” (no mention of history) “without the least 
assistance from genius and study.” He is still modest enough to requiro 
tune, and some corporeal exercise, in order to the composing of a treatise ; 
hut those artists propose to bring a proficient “ statim librum conciporo,” in- 
stantly, “levissima opera,” with little or no pains. I shall conclude with 
laying before the reader the opinion of Lord Verulam, concerning the Lullian 
^i*t, anopinion|thatmay with equal justice be applied to the devices of all Lully’s 
followers and imitators. “ Neque tamen illud proetermitteiidum, quod non- 
nulli viri inagis tumidi q^uam docti insudarunt circa methodum quandam, 
mgitimse methodi nomine hand dignam, cum potius sit methodus iraposturae, 
(piie tamen quibusdam ardelionibus acceptissima procul dubio fuerit. Ha?c; 

ita scientiae alicujus guttulas aspergit, ut quis sciolus specie non- 
Jiulhi eruditionis ad ostentationem possit abutj. Tabs fuit ars Lullii, tails 
typocosmia a nonnullis exarata ; quoe nihil aliud fuerunt, quam vocabulorum 
ftrtis cujusque massa et acervus ; ad hoc, ut qui voces artis nabeant in promp- 
^ etiam artes ipsas perdidicisse existimontur. Hujus generis collectanea 
J>|hcinam referunt veteramentariam, ubi prsesegmina multa reperi^tur, sed 
quod alicuius sit pretii.” De Aug. Sclent, lib. vi. cap. 2. I shall only 
0 )serve, that when he calls this art a method of impostuae, he appears to 
^kat it puts an imposition upon the mind, not so much by infusing error 
l^dgo as by amusing us with mere words instead of useful knovv- 

® Kook I, Chap. i. 

T 
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the effect intended, as perspicuity is on other occasions ? If 
the latter is necessary in order to inform, is not the former 
necessary in order to deceive ? If perspicuity be expedient in 
convincing us of truth, and persuading us to do right, is not its 
contrary, obscurity, expedient in effecting the contrary ; that is, 
in convmcing us of what is false, and in persuading us to do 
wrong ? And may n6t either of these effects be the aim of the 
speaker ? 

This way of arguing is far more plausible than just. To be 
obscure, or even unintelligible, may, I acknowledge, in some 
cases, contribute to the design of the orator, yet it doth not 
follow, that obscurity is as essential to eloquence as the oppo- 
site quality. It is the design of the medical art to give health 
and ease to the patient, not pain and sickness, and that tlic 
latter are sometimes the foreseen effects of the medicines em- 
ployed, doth not invalidate the general truth. Whatever be 
the real intention of a speaker or writer, whether to satisfy oiir 
reason of what is true or of what is untrue, whether to incline 
our will to what is right or to what is wrong, still he must pro- 
pose to effect his desijrn by informing our understanding ; nay 
more, without conveying to our minds some information, he 
might as well attempt to achieve his purpose by addressing ns 
in an unknown tongue. Generally, therefore, this quality of 
style, perspicuity, is as requisite in seducing to evil, as in excit- 
ing to good, in defending error, as in supporting truth. 

1 am sensible that this position must appear to many no 
other than a paradox. What ! say they, is it not as natural to 
vice and falsehood to skulk in darkness, as it is to truth and 
virtue to appear in light ? Doubtless it is in some sense, but 
in such a sense as is not in the least repugnant to the doc- 
trine here advanced. That therefore we may be satisfied of the 
justness of this theory, it will be necessary to consider a little 
further the nature both of persuasion and of conviction. 

With regard to the former it is evident, that the principal 
scope for employing persuasion is, when the mind balances, or 
may be supposed to balance, in determining what choice to 
mase in respect of conduct, whether to do this or to do that, or 
at least whether to do or to forbear. And it is equally evident 
that the mind would never balance a moment in choosing, un- 
less there were motives to influence it on each of the opposite 
sides. In favour of one side perhaps is the love of glory, in 
favour of the other the love of life. Now, whichever side the 
orator espouses, there are two things that must carefully be 
studied jby him, as was observed on a former occasion the first 
i$. to excite in^his hearers that desire or passion which favours 
his design ; the second is, to satisfy their judgments that there 


^ Book I. Chap. vii. Sect. 6. See the analysis of persuasion. 
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is a connexion between the conduct to which he would persuade 
them, and the gratification of the desire or passion which he 
excites. The first is effected by communicating natural and 
lively ideas of the object; the second by arguments from expe- 
rience, analogy, testimony, or the plurality of chances. To the 
communication of natuml and vivid ideas, the pathetic circum- 
stances formerly enumerated^are particularly conducive. — Now, 
to the efficacious display of these circumstances, nothing can be 
more unfriendly than obscurity, whose direct tendency is to 
confound our ideas, or rather to blot them altogether. And as 
to the second requisite, the argumentative part, that can never 
require obscurity, which doth not require even a deviation from 
truth. It may be as true, and therefore as demonstrable, that 
my acting in one way will promote my^afety, or what I regard 
as my interest, as that my acting in the contrary way will raise 
my fame. And even when an orator is under a necessity of 
replying to what hath been advanced by an antagonist, in order 
to weaken the impression he hath made, or to lull the passion 
he hath roused, it is not often that he is obliged to avail himself 
of any false or sophistical reasoning, which alone can render 
obscurity useful. Commonly, on the contrary, he hath only to 
avail himself of an artful exhibition of every circumstance of the 
case, that can any way contribute to invalidate or to subvert his 
adversary's plea, and consequently to support his own. Now, 
it is a certain fact that, in almost all complicated cases, real cir- 
cumstances will be found in favour of each side of the question. 
Whatever side therefore the orator supports, it is his business, 
in the first place, to select those circumstances that are favour- 
able to his own plea, or which excite the passion that is directly 
instrumental in promoting his end;, secondly, to select those 
circumstances that are unfavourable to the plea of his antago- 
nist, and to add to all these such clearness and energy by his 
eloquence, as will effectually fix the attention of the hearers 
upon them, and thereby withdraw their regards from those cir- 
cumstances, equally real, which favour the other side. In short, 
It 18 the business of the two antagonists to give different or 
even opposite directions to the attention of the hearers; but 
then it is alike the interests of each to set thos#]particular cir- 
cumstances, to which he would attract their notice, in as clear 
^ light as possible. And it is only by acting thus that he can 
hope to effectuate his purpose. • 

A erhaps if will be urged, that though, where the end is pef- 
suadon, there doth not seem to be an absolute necessitjr for 
spphistry and obscurity on either side, as there is not on either 
®ide an absolute necessity for supporting falsehood, the case is 
certainly different when the end is to convince the understand- 


fiook I, Chap. vii. Sect. 5. The explication and use of those circumstances. 
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ing. In this case, whatever is spoken on one side of the ques- 
tion, as it is spoken in support of error, must be sophistical : 
and sophistry seems to require a portion of obscurity, to serve 
her as a veil, that she may escape discovery. Even here, how- 
ever, the case is not so plain as at first it may be thought. 
Sophistry (which hath sometimes been successfully used in sup- 
port of truth) is not fflways necessary for the support of error. 
Error may be supported, and hath been often strenuously sup- 
ported, by very cogent arguments and just reasoning. 

But as this position will probably appear to many very ex- 
traordinary, if not irrational, it wiUbe necessary to examine tlic 
matter more minutely. It is true, indeed, that in subjects sus- 
ceptible of demonstrative proof, error cannot be defended but 
by sophistry; and soplnstry, to prevent detection, must shelter 
herself in obscurity. This results from the nature of scicntlKc 
evidence, as formerly explained.^ This kind of evidence is 
solely conversant about the invariable relations of number and 
extension, which relations it evolves by a simple chain of 
axioms. An assertion, therefore, that is contrary to truth in 
these matters, is also absurd and inconceivable; nor is there 
any scope here for contrariety of proofs. Accordingly, debate 
and argumentation have no footing here. The case is far other- 
wise with moral evidence, wliich is of a complex nature, wliieh 
admits degrees, which is almost always combated by opposite 
proofs, and these, though perhaps lower in degree, as truly of 
the nature of proof and evidence as those whereby they arc 
opposed. The probability, on the whole, as was shown already, ' 
lies in the proportion which the contrary proofs, upon compari- 
son, bear to one another; a proportion which, in complicated 
cases, it is often difficult, and sometimes even impossible, to 
ascertain. The speakers,* therefore, on the opposite sides have 
each real evidence to insist on ; and there is here the same 
scope as in persuasory discourses, for all the arts that can both 
rivet the hearer’s attention on the circumstances of the proet 
favourable to the speaker’s design, and divert his attention from 
the contrary circumstances. Nor is there, in ordinary cases, 
that is, in all cases really dubious and disputable, any necessity, 
on either side, /or what is properly called sophistry. 

The natural place for sophistry is, when a speaker finds lum- 
self obliged to attempt the refutation of arguments that are both 
clear and convincing. , For an answerer to overlook suea 
arguments altogether might be dangerous, and to treat them in 
such a manner as to elude their force requires the most exqm- 
site address. A little sophistry here will, no doubt, be thought 
necessary by one with whom victory hath more charms than 
truth; and sophistry, as was hinted above, always irnph^® 


* Book I. Chap. v. Sect 2. 


« Ibid. 
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obscurity ; for that a sophism should be mistaken for an argu- 
ment, can be imputed only to this, that it is not rightly under- 
stood. 

As from what hath been said, we may learn to distinguish 
the few CHvSes wherein a violation of the laws of perspicuity 
may be pertinent to the purpose of the orator, I shall next 
in([uire what kind of violation is in such cases best fitted for 
answering his design. It is evident it cannot be the first, 
which, for distinction’s sake, was denominated by the general 
name Obscurity. When a hearer not only doth not under- 
stand, but is himself scnsiblt) that he doth not understand what 
is spoken, it can produce no effect on him but weariness, sus- 
picion, and disgust, which must be prejudicial to the intention. 
Although it is not always necessary tlmt every thing advanced 
by the speaker should convey information to the hearer, it is 
necessary that lie should believe himself informed by what is 
said, ere he can be convinced or persuaded by it. For the like 
reason, it is not the second kind of transgression, or any dis- 
coverable ambiguity in what is spoken, that is adapted to the 
end of speaking. This fiudt, if discovered, though not of so 
had consequence as the former, tends to distract the attention 
of the hearer, and thereby to weaken the impression which the 
words would otherwise have made. It remains, that it is only 
the third and last kind above discussed, when what is said, 
though in itself unintelligible, a hearer may be led to imagine 
that he understands. When ambiguities can artfully be made 
to elude discovery, and to conduce to this deception, they may 
be used with success.'^ Now, though nothing would seem to 
be easier than this kind of style, when an author falls into it 
naturally; that is, when he deceives himself as well as his 
reader; nothing is more difficult when attempted of design. 
It is besides requisite, if this. manner must be continued for 
any time, that it be artfully blended with some glimpses of 
nieaning ; else, to persons of discernment, the charm will at 
last be dissolved, and the nothingness of what hath been 
spoken will be detected ; nay, even the attention of the unsus- 
pecting multitude, when not relieved by any tiling that is level 
to tlieir comprehension, will infallibly flag. The invocation in 
file Dunciad admirably suits the orator who is unhappily re- 
duced to the necessity of taking shelter in the unintelligible. 

Of darkness visibl# so much be lent, 

As half to show, half veil the deep intent. 


There is but one subject in nature (if what is un^telligible can 
be called a subject) on which the appetite of nonsense is 

* That they are often successful this way hath been justly remarked by 

oyo/uaTwv, fxtv foperra ofjimvfAnii vaoTac yag 
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utterly insatiable. The intelligent reader needs not be in- 
formed that I mean what is commonly termed mystical theo- 
logy ; a subject whose supposed sublimity serves with its 
votaries to apologize for its darkness. That here indeed there 
may be found readers who can, not only with patience but witli 
avidity, not only through pages but through volumes, lose 
themselves in wandering over a maze of words unenlightened 
by a single ray of sense, the translation of the works of Jacob 
Behmen, and our modern Ilutchinsonian performances, arc 
lamentable proofs. But this case is particular. 

After all, we are not to imagine that the sophistical and 
unmeaning, when it may in some sense be said to be proper, 
or even necessary, are, in respect of the ascendant gained over 
the mind of the hearer, ever capable of rivalling conclusive 
arguments perspicuously expressed. The effect of the former 
is at most only to confound the judgment, and by the confusion 
it produceth, to silence contradiction ; the effect of the latter 
is fully to convince the understanding. The impression made 
by the first can no more be compared in distinctness and 
vivacity to that effected by the second, than the dreams of a 
person asleep to his perceptions when awake. Hence we may 
perceive an eminent disadvantage, which the advocate for error, 
when compelled to recur to words without meaning, must 
labour under. The weapons he is obliged to use are of such 
a nature, that there is much greater difficulty in managing 
them than in managing those that must be employed in the 
cause of truth, and when managed ever so dexterously, they 
cannot do equal execution. A still greater disadvantage the 
patron of the cause of injustice or of vice must grapple with. 
For though he may find real motives to urge in defence of his 
plea, as wealth perhaps, or ease, or pleasure, he hath to en- 
counter or elude the moral sentiments which, of all motives 
whatever, take the strongest hold of the heart. And if he find 
himself under a necessity of attempting to prove that virtue 
and right are on his side, he hath his way to grope through a 
labyrinth of sophistry and nonsense. 

So much for the legitimate use of the unintelligible m 
oratory. 


Section II. — Objections answered. 

But are there not some subjects, and even some kinds of 
composition, which from their very nature demand a dash o 
obscurity ? ^oth not decency often require this ? Doth not 
delicacy require this ? And is not this even essential to tno 
allegonc style, and to the enigmatic ? As to the manner wine 
decency sometimes requires, it wdll be found, on examination? 
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to stand opposed more properly to vivacity than to perspicuity 
of style, and will therefore fall to be considered afterwards. 

I shall now, therefore, examine, in the first place, in what 
respect delicacy may be said to demand obscurity. Thus 
much indeed is evident, that delicacy often requires that cer- 
tain sentiments be rather insinuated than expressed ; in other 
words, that they be not directly spoken, but that sufficient 
ground be given to infer them from what is spoken. Such 
sentiments arc, though improperly, considered as obscurely 
(expressed, for this special reason, that it is not by the first 
operation of the intellect, an apprehension of the meaning of 
what is said, but by a second operation, a reflection on what is 
implied or j)resupposed, that they are discovered ; in which 
double operation of the mind there is a faint resemblance to 
what happens in the case of real obscurity. But in the case of 
which I am treating, it is the thought more than the expression 
til at serves for a veil to the sentiment suggested. If, therefore, 
in such instances there may be said to be obscurity, it is an 
obscurity which is totally distinct from obscurity of language. 

That this matter may be better understood, we must care- 
fully distinguish between the thought expressed and the 
tliought hinted. The latter may be affirmed to be obscure, 
because it is not expressed, Hut hinted ; whereas the former, 
with which alone perspicuity of style is concerned, must always 
be expressed with clearness, otherwise the sentiment will never 
be considered as either beahtiful or delicate.^ I shall illustrate 
this by examples. ^ 

No subject requires to be treated more delicately than 
praise, especially when it is given to a person present. Flat- 
tery is so nauseous to a liberal spirit, that even when praise is 
merited, it is disagreeable, at least to unconcerned hearers, if it 
appear in a garb which adulation commonly assumes. For 
tills reason, an encomium or compliment never succeeds so 
well as when it is indirect. It then appears to escape the 
speaker unawares, at a time that he seems to have no intention 
to commend. Of this kind the following story will serve as 
mi example: gentleman who had an employment be- 

stowed on him, without so much as being known to his bene- 
factor, waited upon the great man who was so generous, and 

was beginning jto say he was infinitely obliged Not at all^ 

says the patron, turning from him to nnother : Had I known a 
deserving man in Hngl(Mdj he should not have had it^^ 

® This will serve to explain what Bouhours, a celebrated French critic, and 
^ S**eat advocate for perspicuity, hath advanced on this subject, Souvenez- 
vous, quG rien n'est plus oppose k la v(^ritable delicatcsse q»e d’exprimer trop 

choses, et que le f^rano art consisto 4 ne pas tout dire sur certains sujets ; 
^ ^^hsscr dessus plutSt que d’y appuyer ; en un mot, ^ en laisscr penser aux 
^'^tres plus quo fon n’en dit." Mani^re de bien penser, &c. 

® Tatler. No. 17. 
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Here the apparent Intention of the minister was only to excuse 
the person on whom the favour had been conferi’ed the 
trouble of making an acknowledgment, by assuring him that it 
had not been given from personal attachment or partiality* 
But whilst he appears intending only to say this, he says what 
implies the greatest praise, and, as it were, accidentally betrays 
the hi^h opinion he entertained of the other’s merit. If he 
had said directly, You are the most deserving man that I 
know in England,” the answer, though imjdying no more than 
what he did say, would have been not only indelicate but 
intolerable. On so slight a turn m the expression it frecpicntly 
depends, whether the same sentiment shall appear delicate or 
gross, complimental or affronting. 

Sometimes praise is very successfully and very delicately 
conveyed under an appearance of chagrin. This constitutes 
the merit of that celebrated thought of Boileau : To imagine 
in such a warlike age, which abounds in Aehilleses, that we 
can write verses as easily as they take towns!”’' The poet 
seems only venting his complaints against the unreasonable 
exjiectations of some persons, and at the same time discovers, 
as by chance, the highest admiration of his monarch and the 
heroes who served him, by suggesting the incredible rapidity 
of the success with which their Arms were crowned. 

Sometimes also commendation will be couched with great 
delicacy under an air of re 2 )roach. An example of this 1 sliall 
give from the paper lately quoted ; Lord,^' said the duke 

of B m, after his libertine wjjj to the earl of O- y? 

^^you will certainly he damned^ ^‘IIow, my Lord?” said the 
earl with some warmth. Nay^'* replied the duke, “ theri^ 
no help for it^ for it is positively saidy Ctirsed is he of whom 
all men speak welir ® A still stronger example in this way 
we have from the Drapier, who, speaking to Lord Molesworth 
of the seditious expressions of which he had himself been 
accused, says : I have witnesses ready to depose, that your 
Lordship hath said and writ fifty times worse, and what is still 


ever I shall be discovered, I think you will be bound in honour 
to pay my fine and support me in prison, or else I may chance 
to inform against you by way of reprisal.” ® 

I shall produce one other instance from the same hand, of an 
indirect, but successful manner of praising, by seeming to in- 
vert the course of the obligation, and to represent the person 


an aggravation, with infinitely more wit and learning, anu 
stronger arguments : So that as politics run, I do not know a 
person of more exceptionable principles than yourself: And li 


7 Et dans ce terns guerrier et focond en Achilles 
Croit quo fon fait los vera, comme Ton prend les villes. 
® Tatler, No. 17. ® Drapier’s Letters, 5. 
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obliging as the person obliged. Swift, in a letter to the arch- 
bishop of Dublin, speaking of Mr. llarley, then lord high 
treasurer, afterwards earl of Oxford, by whose means the Irish 
clergy had obtained from the queen the grant of the first fruits 
and tenths, says, T told him that, for my part, I thought he 
was obliged to the clergy of Ireland, ^for giving him an occa- 
sion of gratifying the pleasure he took in doing good to the 
church ” ^ 

It may be observed, that delicacy requires indirectness of 
manner no less in censure than in praise. If the one, when 
open and direct, is liable to be branded with the name o^ fiattery^ 
the other is no less exposed to the opprobrious appellation of 
ahuse^ both alike, though in different ways, oftensivc to persons 
of taste and breeding. I shall give from the work last quoted 
a specimen (I cannot say of great delicacy) in stigmatizing, but 
at least of such an indirect manner as is sufficient to screen the 
author from the imputation of downright rudeness. ‘^I hear 
you are like to be the sole opposcr of the bank ; and you will 
certainly miscarry, because it would prove a most perfidious 
tiling. Bankrupts are always for setting up banks ; how then 
can you think a bank will fail of a majority in both houses 
It must be owned that the veil here is extremely thin, too thin 
to be altogether decent, aiid serves only to save from the im- 
putation of scurrility a very severe reproach. It is the manner 
which constitutes one principal distinction between the libeller 
and the satirist. I shall give one instance more of this kind 
from another work of the same author. “ To smooth the way 
for the return of popery in queen Mary’s time, the grantees 
were confirmed by the pope in the possession of the abbey- 
lands. But the bishop tells us that this confirmation was 
fraudulent and invalid. I shall believe it to be so, although I 
happen to read it in his lordship’s history.” ® Thus he insinuates, 
or signifies by implication, that his lordship’s history is full of 
lies. Now, from all the specimens I have exhibited, it will, 
I suppose, sufficiently appear to any person of common under- 
standing, that the obscurity required by delicacy, either In 
blaming or commending, is totally distinct in kind from ob- 
scurity of expression, with which none of the examples above 
quoted is in the smallest degree charj^eable. 

The illustrations I have given on tliis topic will contribute 
in some measure to explain the obscnirity that is requisite in al- 
legories, apologues, parables, and enigmas. In all these sorts 
of composition there are two senses plainly intended, the literal 
the figurative : the language is solely the sign of the literal 
sense, and the literal sense is the sign of the figurative. Per- 

^ Swift’s Letters, 10. * Ibid. 40. 

® I*reface to the Bishop of Sarum’s Introduction to the third volume of his 
History of the Reformation. 
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spiculty in the style, which exhibits only the literal sense, is so 
far from being to be dispensed with here, that it is even more 
requisite in this kind of composition than in any other. Ac- 
cordingly, you will perhaps nowhere find more perfect models 
both of simplicity and of perspicuity of style than in the 
parables of the gospel. Indeed, in every sort of composition 
of a figurative character, more attention is always and justly 
considered as due to this circumstance than in any other sort of 
writing, ^sop’s Fables are a noted example of this remark. 
In further confinnation of it, we may observe that no pieces 
are commonly translated with greater case and exactness than 
the allegorical ; and that even by those who apprehend nothing 
of tlie mystical sense. This sure could never be the case if the 
obscurity were chargeable on the language. 

The same thing holds here as in painting emblems, or graving 
devices. It may, without any fault in the painter or engraver, 
puzzle you to discover what the visible figure of the sun, for 
example, which you observe in the emblem or the device, 
was intended to signify ; but if you are at a loss to know 
whether it be the figure of the sun or the figure of the moon 
that you are looking at, he must have been undoubtedly a 
bungling artist. The body, therefore, if I may so express 
myself, of the emblem, or of the device, and precisely for the 
same reason, of the riddle or of the allegory, must be distinctly 
exhibited, so as scarcely to leave room for a possibility of mis- 
take. The exercise that in any of these performances io given 
to ingenuity, ought wholly to consist in reading the soul. 

I know no style to which darkness of a certain sort is more 
suited than to the prophetical. Many reasons might be assigned 
which render it improper that prophecy should be perfectly un- 
derstood before it be accomplished. Besides, we are certain 
that a prediction may be very dark before the accomplishment, 
and yet so plain afterwards as scarcely to admit a doubt in re- 
gard to the events suggested. It does not belong to critics to 
give laws to prophets, nor does it fall within tne confines of 
any human art to lay down rules for a species of composition 
so far above art. Thus far, however, we may warrantably 
observe, that when the prophetic style is imitated in poetry, the 
piece ought, as much as possible, to possess the character above 
mentioned. This character, in my opinion, is possessed m a 
veiT eminent degree by Mr. Gray’s ode called The Bard* It 
is all darkness to one who knows nothing of the English history, 
posterior to the reign of Edward the first, and all light to one 
who is well acquainted with that history. But this is a kind 
of writing whose^ peculiarities can scarcely be considered as ex- 
ceptions from ordinary rules. 

But further, may not a little obscurity bo sometimes very 
suitable4n dramatic composition ? Sometimes indeed, but very 
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seldom ; else the purpose of the exhibition would be lost. The 
dramais a sort of moral painting, and characters must be painted 
as they are. A blunderer cannot properly be introduced con- 
versing with all: the perspicuity and precision of a critic, no 
more than a clown can be justly represented expressing himself 
in the polished style of a courtier. In like manner, When the 
mind is in confusion and perplexity, arising from the sudden 
conflict of violent passions, the language will of necessity par- 
take of the perturbation. Incoherent hints, precipitate sallies, 
veliement exclamations, interrupted perhaps by feeble checks 
from religion or philosophy ; in short, every thing imperfect, 
abrupt, and desultory, are the natural expressions of a soul 
overwhelmed in such a tumult. But even here it may be said 
with truth, that to one skilled in reading Nature, there will arise 
II liglit out of the darkness, which will enable him to pene- 
trate farther into the spirit, than he could have done by the 
help of the most just, most perspicuous, and most elaborate 
description. This might be illustrated, were it necessary, but 
a case so singular is hardly called an exception. The drama- 
tist then can but rarely claim to be indulged in obscurity of 
language, the fabulist never. 


CHAPTER IX. 

May there not he an Excess of Perspicuity ? 

I SHALL conclude this subject with inquiring whether it be pos- 
sible that perspicuity should be carried to excess. It hath 
been said that too much of it has a tendency to cloy the reader, 
and, as it gives no play to the rational and active powers of the 
niind, will soon grow irksome through excess of facility. In 
this manner some able critics have expressed themselves on this 
point, who will be found not to differ in sentiment, but only in 
^^xpression from the principles above laid down. 

The objection ariseth manifestly from the confounding of 
two objects, the common and the clear, and thence very natur- 
ally their contraries, the new and the dark, that are widely dif- 
ferent. If you entertain j^our reader solely or chiefly with 
thoughts that are either trite or obvious, you cannot fail soon 
to tire him. You introduce few or no new sentiments into his 
mind, you give him little or no information, and consequently 
^flbrd neither exercise to his reason nor entertainment to his 
tancy. In what we read, and what we hear, we always seek 
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for something in one respect or other new, which we did not 
know, or at least attend to, before. The less we find of this, 
the sooner we are tired. Such a trifling minuteness, therefore, 
in narration, description, or argument, as an ordinary apprehen- 
sion WQuld render superfluous, is apt quickly to disgust us. 
The rea*son is, not because any thing is said too perspicuously, 
but because many things are said which ought not to be said at 
all. Nay, if those very things had been expressed obscurely 
(and the most obvious things may be expressed obscurely) the 
fault would have been much greater ; because it would have 
required a good dccal of attention to discover what, after we had 
discovered it, we should perceive not to be of sutficient value 
for requiting our pains. To an author of this kind we should 
be apt to apply the character which llassanio in the play gives 
of Gratiano’s conversation ; He speaks an infinite deal of no- 
thing. His reasons are as two grains of wheat hid in two 
bushels of chaff: you shall seek all day ere you find them, and 
when you have them they are not worth the search.”^ It is 
therefore futility in the thought, and not perspicuity in the lan- 
guage, which is the fault of such performances. There is as 
Tittle hazard that a piece should be faulty in this respect, as that 
a mirror shall be too faithful in reflecting the images of objects, 
or that the glasses of a telescope shall* be too transparent. 

At the same time,*it is not to be dissembled that, with in- 
attentive readers, a pretty numerous class, darkness frequently 
passes for depth. To be perspicuous, on the contrary, and 
to be superficial, are regarded by them as synonymous. But 
it is not surely to their absurd notions that our language ought 
to be adapted. 

It is proper, however, before I dismiss this subject, to ob- 
serve, that every kind of style doth not admit an equal degree 
of perspicuity. In the ode, for instance, it is difficult, some- 
times perhaps impossible, to reconcile the utmost perspicuity 
with that force and vivacity which the species of composition 
requires. But even in this case, though we may justly say that 
the genius of the performance renders obscurity to a certain 
degree excusable, nothing can ever constitute it an excellence. 
Nay, it may still be affirmed with truth, that the more a writer 
can reconcile this quality of perspicuity with that which is the 
distinguishing excellence of the species of composition, his 
success will be the greaten 


* Shakspeare’s Merchant of Venice. 
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THE DISCRIMINATING TROPERTIES OF ELOCUTION, 

CHAPTER T. 

Of Vivacity as depending on the Choice of Words. 

Having discussed the subject of perspicuity, by which the 
discourse is fitted to inform the understanding, I come now to 
those qualities of style by which it is adapted to please the 
imagination, and consequently to awake and fix the attention. 
These I have already denominated vivacity and elegance, 
which correspond to the two sources whence, as was observed 
in the beginning of this inquiry,’^ the merit of an address to 
the fancy immediately results. By vivacity of expression, 
resemblance is attained, as far as language can contribute to 
the attainment ; by elegance, dignity of manner. 

1 begin with vivacity, whose nature (though perhaps the 
word is rarely used in a signification so extensive) will be best 
understood by considering the several principles from which 
it arises. There are three things in style on which its vivacity 
depends, the choice of words, their number, and their arrange- 
ment. 

The first thing, then, that comes to be examined, is the 
words chosen. Words are either proper terms, or rhetorical 
tropes ; and whether the one or the other, they may be 
I’egarded not only as signs, but as sounds ; and consequently 
as capable, in certain cases, of bearing in some degree a natural 
i*esemblance or affinity to the things signified. These three 
articles, therefore, proper terms, rhetorical tropes, and the 
relation which the sound may be made to bear to the sense, I 
shall, on the first topic, the choice of words, consider severally, 
as far as concerns tne subject of vivacity. 


* Book I, Chap. i. 
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Section I . — Proper Terms, 

I begin with proper terms, and observe that the quality of 
chief importance in these, for producing the end proposed, is 
their speciality. Nothing can contribute more to enliven the 
expression, than that all the words employed be as particular 
and determinate in their signification as will suit with the 
nature and the scope of the discourse. The more general the 
terms are, the picture is the fainter ; the more special they 
are, it is the brighter. The same septiments may be expressed 
with equal justness, and even perspicuity, in the former way, 
as in the latter ; but as the colouring will in that case be more 
languid, it cannot give equal pleasure to the hxncy, and by 
consequence will not contribute so much either to fix tlie 
attention, or to impress the memory. I shall illustrate this 
doctrine by some examples. 

In the song of Moses, occasioned by the miraculous passage 
of the Israelites through the Red Sea, the inspired poet, sjieak- 
ing of the Egyptians, says, They sank as lead in the mighty 
waters.”® Make but a small alteration in the expression, and 
say, ^^They fell as metal in the mighty waters;” and the 
difference in the effect will be quite astonishing. Yet the 
sentiment will be equally just, and in either way the meaning 
of the author can hardly be mistaken. Nor is there another 
alteration made upon the sentence, but that the terms are 
rendered more comprehensive or generical. To this alone, 
therefore, the difference of the effect must be ascribed, lo sink 
is, as it were, the species, as it implies only falling or moving 
downwards in a liquid element to fall answers to the genus 
in like manner, lead is the species, metal is the genus. 

Consider,” says our Lord, “ the lilies how they grow : they 
toil not, they spin not ; and yet I say unto you, that Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. If then G od 
so clothe the grass, which to-day is in the field, and to-morrow 
is cast into the oven, how much more will he clothe you?”*^ 
Let us here adopt a little of the tasteless manner of modern 
paraphrasts, by the substitution of more general terms, one of 


® Exod. XV. 10. 

y I am sensible that genus and species are not usually, and perhaps cannot 
be 80 properly, appH^ to verbs ; yet there is, in the reference which the 
meanings of two verbs sometimes bear to each other, what nearly resembles 
this relation. It is only when to fall means to more downwards* as a brick 
from a chimney-top, or a pear from the tree, that it may be ^Btibminated a 
genns in respect of Jhe verb to sink. Sometimes, indeed, the former denotes 
merely a sudden change of posture from erect to prostrate, as when a naan 
who stands upon the ground is said to fall, though he remains still on the 
ground. In this way we speak of the fail of a tower, of a house, or of a wall 
® Luke xii. 27 ancf 28. 
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their many expedients of infrigldatlng, and let us observe the 
effect produced by this change. Consider the flowers, how 
they gradually increase in their size, they do no manner of 
work, and yet I declare to you, that no king whatever, in his 
most splendid habit, is dressed up like them. If then God in 
his providence doth so adorn the vegetable productions, which 
continue but a little time on the land,' and are afterwards put 
into the fire, how much more will he provide clothing for you 
How spiritless is the same sentiment rendered by these small 
variations I The very partievdarizing of to-day and to-morroio 
is infinitely more expressive of transitoriness than any descrip- 
tion, wherein the terms are general, that can be substituted in 
its foom. 

Yet to a cold annotator, a man of mere intellection without 
fancy, the latter exhibition of the sentiment would appear the 
more emphatical of the two. Nor would he want some show of 
reason for this preference. As a specimen, therefore, of a cer- 
tain mode of criticizing, not rarely to be met with, in which 
there is I know not what semblance of judgment without one 
particle of taste, I shall suppose a critic of this stamp entering 
on the comparison of the preceding quotation and the paraphrase. 
^Hn the one,” ho would argue, the beauty of only one sort of 
flowers is exalted above the effects of human industry, in the 
other the beauty of the whole kind. In the former one indi- 
vidual monarch is said not to have equalled them in splendour, 
in the latter it is aflSrmed that no monarch whatever can equal 
them.” However specious this way of reasoning may be, we 
are certain that it is not solid, because it doth not correspond 
with tlie principles of our nature. Indeed what was explained 
above,^ in regard to abstraction, and the particularity of our 
ideas, properly so called, may serve in a great measure to 
account for the effect which speciality hath upon the imagina- 
tion. Philosophy, which, strictly considered, addresseth only 
the understanding, and is conversant about abstract truth, 
abounds in general terms, because these alone are adequate to 
the subject treated. On the contrary, when the address is 
jnade by eloquence to the fancy, which requires a lively exhi- 
bition of the object presented to it, those terms must be culled 
that are as particular as possible, because it is solely by these 
that the object can be depicted. And even the most rigid 
philosopher, if he choose that his disquisitions be not only un- 
derstood but relished (and without bein^ relished they are un- 
derstood to little purpose), will not disdain sometimes to apply 
1^0 the imagination of his disciples, mixing the pleasant with the 
useful. Thia jg one way of sacrificing to the G races. 

■i^Rt I proceed to give examples in such- of the dififerent 


Book II. Chaj>. vii. Sect. 1. 
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parts of speech as are most susceptible of this beauty. The 
first shall he in the verbs. 


It seem’d as there the British Neptune stood 
With all his hosts of waters at command; 

Beneath them to submit th’ officious flood; 

And with his trident shoved them off the sand.^ 

The words submit and shov\l are particularly expressive of 
the action here ascribed to Neptune. The former of these 
verbs submit may indeed be called a Laiinisrn in the significa- 
tion it hath in this passage. But such idioms, though impro- 
per in prose, are sometimes not ungraceful in the poetic dialect. 
If in the last line instead of shov\ly the poet had used the verb 
raised, which, though not equivalent, would have conveyed 
much the same meaning, the expression had been fainter.'^ 
The next examples shall be in adjectives and participles. 


The kiss snatched hasty from the sidelong maid, 
On purpose guardless .* 


Here both the words sidelong and snatcKd are very significant, 
and contribute much to the vivacity of the expression. Tahn 
or tden substituted for the latter, would be much weaker. It 
may be remarked, that it is principally in those parts of speech 
which regard life and action that this species of energy takes 
place. 

I shall give one in nouns from Milton, who says concerning 
Satan, wdien he had gotten into the garden^ of Eden, 

Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life 
Sat like a cormorant.^ 


If for cormorant he had said bird of prey^ which would have 
equally suited both the meaning and the measure, the image 
^ould still have been good, but weaker than it is by this speci- 
fication. 

In adjectives the same author hath given an excellent exam- 
ple, in describing the attitude in which Satan was discovered 
bv Ithuricl and his company, when that malign spirit was em- 
ployed in infusing pernicious thoughts into the mind of our first 
mother, 

^ Dryden’s Year of Wonders. • • • f d* 

® In this instance Dry den hath even improved on the original ho imitate , 
which is not often the case either of translators or of imitators. Virgil say 
simply, “Zeuat ipse tridenti.” 

* Thomson’s Winter. * Paradise Lost, B. iv. 
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-Him there they found 
Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Eve.® 

No word in the language could have so happily expressed the 
posture as that which the poet hath chosen. 

It will be easy from the same principles to illustrate a remark 
of the Stagyrite, on the epithet rosy-jlnge7 ^^ which Homer 
hath given to the morning. This, says the critic, is better than 
if he liad said purple-finger ' and far better than if he had said 
red-finger'd,^ Aristotle hath observed the effect solely in re- 
spect of beauty, but the remark holds equally true of these 
epithets in respect of vivacity. This in a great measure may 
be deduced from what hath been said already. Of all the 
above adjectives the last is the most vague and general, and 
therefore the worst ; the second is better, because more special, 
purple being one species comprehended under red ; the first is 
tlie best, because the most particular, pointing to that single 
tint of purple which is to be found in the ro'se. I acknowledge, 
at the same time, that this metaphorical epithet hath an excel- 
lence totally distinct from its vivacity. This I denominate its 
elegance. The object whence the metaphor is taken is a grate- 
ful object. It at once gratifies two of the senses, the nose by 
its fragrance, and the eye by its beauty. But of this quality I 
shall have occasion to treat afterwards. 

I proceed at present in producing examples to confirm the 
theory advanced. And to show how much even an adverb, 
that is very particular in its signification, may contribute to 
vivacity, I shall again have recourse to the Paradise Lost. 

Some say, he bid his anjjels turn askance 
The poles of earth, twice ten degrees and more, 

From the sun’s axle . 

If the poet, instead of saying askance^ had said aside^ which 
properly enough might have been said, the expression would 
have lost much of its energy. This adverb is of too general 
signification, and might have been used with equal propriety, 
if the plane of the ecliptic had been made perpendicular to that 
of the equator ; whereas the word aehancey in that case, could 
not have been employed, it denoting just such an obliquity in 
Ihe inclination of these two planes as actually obtains. We 
have an example of the same kind in the description which 
•Ihomson gives us of the sun newly risen. 

Lo ! now apparent all, 

Aslant the dew bright earth, and colour’d air, 

He looks in boundless majesty abroad. ^ 

' ParadUe Lo»t, B. iv. 

I’lst. Rhet. L, 3, i* itjrtiK ct9v *poi9^m)lrv^0( v fnviMoieiMruXff, 

u 
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Further, it will sometimes have a considerable elFect in en- 
livening the imagery, not only to particularize, but even to 
individuate the object presented to the mind. This conduct 
Dr. Blair, in his very ingenious Dissertation on the poems of 
Ossian, observes to have been generally followed by his favour- 
ite bard. His similitudes bring to our view the mist on the hill 
of Cromla^ the sto't^ ^on the sea of Mahnor^ and the reeds of 
the Lake of Lego. The same vivacious manner is often to be 
found in holy writ, swift as a roe or as a fawn uyon mount 
Bether^^ white as the snow in Salmon,^ fragrant as the smell 
of Lebanon^ And in the passage, lately quoted from the gos- 
pel, the introduction of the name of Solomon hath an ad- 
mirable effect in invigorating the sentiment, not only as it 
points out an individual, but one of great fame in that country 
among the people whom our Saviour addressed ; one, besides, 
who was universally esteemed the wisest, the richest, and tlic 
most magnificent prince that dver reigned over Israel. Now, 
this is a consideration which was particularly apposite to tlic 
design of the speaker. 

It may indeed be imagined, that this manner can enliven tlic 
thought only to those who are acquainted with the individuals 
mentioned ; but, on mature reflection, we may easily dis(!over 
this to be a mistake. Not only do we, as it were, participate 
by sympathy in the known vivid perceptions of the speaker or 
the writer, but the very notion we form of an individual thing 
known or unknown, from its being conceived as an individual, 
or as one thing, is of a more fixed nature than that we form of 
a speciesy which is conceived to be equally applicable to several 
things, resembling indeed in some respects, though unlike in 
others : and for the same reason, the notion we have of a 
species is of a more steady nature than that we form of a 
genusy because this last is applicable to a still greater number 
of objects, amongst which the difference is greater and the 
resemblance less. 

I mean not however to assert, that the method of individu- 
ating the object ought alwaya to be preferred by the poet or 
the orator. If it have its advantages, it hath its disadvantaps 
also ; and must be used sparingly by those who choose that 
their writings should be more extensively known than in their 
own neighbourhood. Proper names are not in the same 
respect essential to the language as appellatives. And even 
among the former, there is a mfference between the names 
known to fame, and the names of persons or things compara- 
tively obscure. The last kind of names will ever appear as 
strangers to the Renter part of readers, even to those who am 
masters of tne language. Sounds to which the ear is n 

8 Cant. ii. 17. « Psalm Ixviii. 14. * Hosea xiv. 0. 
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accustomed, have a certain uncouthness in them, that renders 
them, when occurring frequently, fatiguing and disagreeable. 
But that nevertheless, when pertinently introduced, when nei- 
ther the ear is tired by their frequency, nor the memory bur- 
thened by their number, they have a considerable effect in 
point of vivacity, is undeniable. 

This holds especially when, from the’nature of the subject, 
the introduction of them may be expected. Every one is sen- 
sible, for instance, that the most humorous or engaging story 
loseth egregiously, when the relater cannot or will not name 
the persons concerned in it. No doubt the naming of them 
has the greatest effect on those who are acquainted with them, 
either personally or by character ; but it hath some effect, even 
on those who never heard of them before. It must be an 
extraordinary tale indeed which we can bear for any time to 
hear, if the narrator proceeds in this languid strain, A cer- 
tain person who shall be nameless, on ascertain occasion, said 
so and so^ to which a certain other person in the company, who 
likewise shall be nameless, made answer.’’ — Nay, so dull doth 
a narrative commonly appear wherein anonymous individuals 
only arc concerned, that we choose to give feigned names to 
the persons rather than none at all. Nor is this device solely 
necessary for precluding the ambiguity of the pronouns, and 
saving the tediousness of circumlocution ; for where neither 
ambiguity nor circumlocution would be the consequence, as 
where one man and one woman are all the interlocutors, this 
expedient is nevertheless of great utility. Do but call them 
any thing, the man suppose Theodosius, and the woman Con- 
stantin,^ and by the illusion which the very appearance of 
names, though we know them to be fictitious, operates on the 
fancy, we shall conceive ourselves to be better acquainted with 
the actors, and enter with more spirit into the detail of their 
adventures, than it will be possible for us to do, if you always 
speak of them in the indefinite, the general, and therefore the 
unaffecting style of the gentleman and the lady^ or he and she, 
I'his manner, besides, hath an air of concealment, and is ever 
reminding us, that they are people we know nothing about. 

It ariseth from the same principle that whatever tends to 
subject the thing spoken of to the notice of our senses, espe- 
cially of our eyes, greatly enlivens the expression. In this 
way the demonstrative pronouns are joften of considerable use. 

The choice however is not quite arbitrary even in fictitious names. It is 
always injudicious to employ a name which, from its customary application, 
introduce an idea unsuitable to the character it is affixed to. This 
terror I think Lord Bolingbroke chargeable with in assigning the name Darnon 
of antagonist (Let* to M. De Pouiliy). Though we read 

a Pythagorean philosopher so called, yet in this counti^y wo are so much 
jg to meet with this name in pastorals and amorous songs, that it 

associate with it the notion of some plaintive shepherd or 

^ove-sick swain. 
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I have coveted,” says Paul to the elders of Ephesus, no 
man’s silver, or gold, or apparel ; yea, ye yourselves know that 
these hands have ministered to my necessities, and to them that 
were with me.”® Had he said, “ my hands,” the sentence 
would have lost nothing cither in meaning or in perspicuity, but 
very much in vivacity. The difference to hearers is obvious, 
as the former expression must have been accompanied with tlie 
emphatic action of holding up his hands to their view. To 
readers it is equally real, who in such a case instantaneously 
enter into the sentiments of hearers. In like manner, the 
English words yon and yonder ai;e more emphatical, because 
more demonstrative than the pronoun that^ and the adverb 
there* The two last do not necessarily imply that the object 
is in sight, which is implied in the two first. Accordingly, in 
these words of IVIilton, 


-For proof look wp, 

And read thy fate in yon celestial sign.* 

The expression Is more vivid than if it had been, that 
celestial sign.” Sit ye here,” saith our Lord, whilst T go 
and pray The adverb there would not have been 

near so expressive.® Though we cannot say properly that 
pronouns or adverbs, either of place or of time, are susceptible 
of genera and species, yet we can say (which amounts to the 
same as to the effect) that some are more and some less limited 
in signification. 

To the above remarks and examples on the subject ol 
specialty, I shall only add, that in composition, particularly of 
the descriptive kind, it invariably succeeds best for brightening 
the image, to advance from general expressions to more special, 
and thence again to more particular. This, in the language of 
philosophy, is descending. We descend to particulars ; but in 
the language of oratory it is ascending. A very beautiful 
climax will sometimes be constituted in this manner, the 
reverse will often have all the effect of an anti-climax. I or an 
example of this order in description, take the following pas- 
sage from the Song of Solomon : My beloved spake and said 
to me, Arise, my love, my fair, and come away ; for lo, the 
winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers appear on 
the earth, the time of the singing of birds is come, and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land \ the fig-tree puttetn 
forth her green figs, and the vines, with the tender grape, per- 

• Acts XX. 33, ^34. * Paradise Lost. ^ Matt. xxvi. 36 _ 

• Le Clerc thus renders the original into French, Asseyez-vous icij 
dant que ie m’en irai prier M." At the same time sensible how ^ 
meaning is expressed by the adverb /d, he subjoins in a note, “ 

qu’il leur montrait du doigt. The English version needs no such suppiem 
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fume the air. Arise, my love, my fair, and come away.”^ 
The poet here, with admirable address, begins with mere nega- 
tives, observing the absence of every evil which might dis- 
courage his bride from hearkening to his importunate request : 
then he proceeds by a fine gradation to paint the most inviting 
circumstances that could serve to ensure, the compliance of the 
fair. The first expression is the most general ; ‘‘ The winter 
is past.” The next is more special, pointing to one consider- 
able and very disagreeable attendant upon winter, the rain ; 

the rain is over and gone.” Thence he advanceth to the 
positive indications of the spring, as appearing in the effects 
produced upon the plants which clothe the fields, and on the 
winged inhabitants of the grove. The flowers appear on the 
earth, and the time of the singing of birds is come.”. But as 
though this were still too general, from mentioning birds and 
plants, he proceeds to specify the turtle^ perhaps considered as 
the emblem of love and constancy ; the fig-tree and the vmej 
as the earnest of friendship and festive joy, selecting that par- 
ticular with regard to each,’ which most strongly marks the 
presence of the all-reviving spring. The voice of the turtle 
is heard in our land, the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, 
and the vines with the tender grape perfume the air.” The 
passage is not more remarkable for the liveliness, than for the 
elegance of the picture it exhibits. The examples are all taken 
from whatever can contribute to regale the senses and awaken 
love. Yet reverse the order, and the beauty is almost totally 
effiiced. 

So much for that quality in proper terms which confers 
vivacity on the expression. 


Section II . — Rhetoncal Tropes. 

Part I . — Preliminary Observations concerning Tropes. 

I come now to inquire how far the judicious use of tropes is 
also conducive to the same end. It hath been common with 
rhetoricians to rank under the article of diction, not only all 
the tropes, but even the greater part of the figures of elo- 
^lucnce, which they have uniformly considered as qualities or 
|>rnament8 merely of elocution, and therefore as what ought to 
be explained among the properties of style. It is however 
certain, that some of them have ' a closer connexion with the 
bought than with the expression, and W consequence fall not 
naturally to be considered here. Thus alhthe kinds of 
comparison, as they imply a likeness in the things^ and not in 
sijniholsy belong properly to the thought. Nay, some com- 
7 Chap. ii. 10, 11, 12, 13. 
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parisons, as was remarked above,® are not merely illustrations 
of a particular sentiment, but are also arguments from analogy 
in support of it. And if thus comparison holds more directly 
of thought than of language, the same may doubtless be said 
of all those other figures which I have already observed are 
but different modes of exhibiting a comparison. 

It must be owned, however, that metaphor, though no other 
in effect than comparison in epitome, hath at least as intimate 
a connexion with the style as with the sentiment, and may 
therefore be considered under either head. That we may per- 
ceive the reason of this peculiarity, let it be observed, tliat 
there is a particular boldness in metaphor, which is not to be 
found in the same degree in any of the figures of rhetoric. 
Without any thing like an explicit comparison, and commonly 
without any warning or apology, the name of one thing iis 
obtruded upon us, for the name of another quite different, 
though resembling in some quality. The consequence of this 
is, that as there is always in this trope an apparent at least, if 
it cannot be called a real improprfety, and some degree of ob- 
scurity, a new metaphor is rarely to be risked. And as to 
ordinary metaphors, or those which have already received the 
public sanction, and which arc commonly very numerous in 
every tongue, the metaphorical meaning comes to be as really 
ascertained by custom in the particular language as the origi- 
nal, or what is called the literal meaning of the word. And in 
this respect metaphors stand on the same foot of general use 
with proper terms. 

What hath been now observed concerning metaphor may 
with very little variation be affirmed of these three other tropes, 
synecdoche, metonymy, and antonomasia. These are near 
akin to the former, as they also imply the substitution of one 
word for another, when the things signified are related. The 
only difference among them is, that they respect different rela- 
tions. In metaphor the sole relation is resemblance ; m 
gynecdochej it is that which subsisteth between the species and 
the genus, between the part and the whole, and between the 
matter and the thing made from it ; in metonymy j which is the 
most various of the tropes, the relation is nevertheless always 
reducible to one or other of these three, causes, effects, or au- 
juncts; in antonomasia^ it is nearly that of the individual to 
the species, or conversely. There is one trope, irony ^ in whicn 
the relation is contrariety. But of this I shall have occasion 
to speak when I come to consider that quality of style whic i 
hath been named animation. 

On a little *attention it will be found to be a plain conse- 
quence of what hath been observed above, that though any 

® Book I. Chap, vii. Sect. 2, on engaging attention. 
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simile, allegory, or prosopopeia Is capable of being translated 
(and that even without losing any of its energy) from one 
tongue into another, a metaphor, a synecdoche, or a naetonymy 
(for this holds more rarely of antonomasia), which is both sig- 
nificant and perspicuous in an original performance, is fre- 
quently incapable of being rendered otherwise than by a 
proper word. The corresponding metaphor, synecdoche, or 
metonymy, in another language will often be justly chargeable 
with obscurity and impropriety, perhaps even with absurdity. 
In support of this remark let it be observed, that the lioun sail 
in our tongue is frequently, used, and by the same trope the 
i\o\n\ puppis in Latin, to denote a ship. Uet these synecdoches 
ot a part for the whole, which are so very similar, be translated 
and transposed, and you will immediately perceive, that a man 
could not be said to speak Latin, who in that language should 
call a ship velum ; nor would you think that he spoke better 
English, who, in our language, should call it a poop,^ These 
tropes therefore are of a mixed nature. At the same time that 
they bear a reference to the primitive signification, they derive 
from their customary application to the figurative sense, that is, 
in other words, from the use of the language, somewhat of the 
nature of proper terms. 

In further confirmation of this truth it may be remarked, 
that of two words even in the same language, which are syno- 
nymous, or nearly so, one will be used figuratively to denote 
an object which it would be unsufferable to employ the other 
to denote, though naturally as fit for suggesting it. It hath 
been said, that an excellent vein of satire runs through the 
whole of Gulliver’s travels : ” substitute here artery in the 
room of vein^ and you will render the sentence absolutely 
ridiculous. The two words heast and brute are often metar 
phorically applied to human creatures, but not in the same sig- 
nification. The former denotes either a hlcfckhead or a volup- 
tuary of the grossest kind ; the latter, one in the highest de- 
gree unmannerly and ferocious. Accordingly we speak of 
beastly ignorance ; we say, “ gluttony is a beastly vice ; ” but 
wc should say, his behaviour to those unhappy people was 
quite brutaU^ The word brutish^ however, though derived 

® This doctrine might bo illustrated by innumerable examples, if it were 
^picessary. For an instanced take that expression of Cicero (Pro Ligario), 
“ (^ujus latus ille mucro petebat ? Here we have a synecdoche in the word 
w««cro, and a metaphor in the vfovd. petebat, neither of which can be suitably 
reudered into English. “ Whose side did that point seek ?” is a literal ver- 
sion, but quite intolerable. “Whom did you mean to assail with that sword? ” 
Uere the sense is exhibited, but as neither trope is rendered, much of the en- 
tfSJ, lost. In like manner in the phrase, ** Vario Mante pugiiatum ost,” 

1 hey fought with various success there is a metonymy in the word Marte, 
^nich no translator into any modem language, who hath common sense, 

ould attempt to transplant into his version. See Traite des Tropes, par 
JU. du Marsais, Art. vii. 4. 
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from the same root, is employed like beastly^ to denote stupid 
or ignorant. Thus to say of any man, he acted hrutishly^^ 
and to say he acted brutally are two very different things. 
The first implies, he acted stupidly; the second, he acted 
cruelly and rudely. If we recur to the nature of the things 
themselves, it will be impossible to assign a satisfactory reason 
for these differences of application. The usage of the language 
is therefore the only reason. 

It is very remarkable that the usages in different languages 
are in this respect not only different, but even sometimes con- 
trary ; insomuch tha^ the same trope will suggest opposite ideas 
in different tongues. No sort of metonymy is commoner 
amongst every people than that by which some parts of the 
body have been substituted to denote certain powers or affec- 
tions of the mind, with which they are supposed to be connect- 
ed. But as the opinions of one nation differ on this article 
from those of another, the figurative sense in one tongue will 
by no means direct us to the figurative sense in another. The 
same may be said of different ages. A commentator on 
Persius has this curious remark, ‘‘ Naturalists affirm, that men 
laugh with the spleen, rage with the gall, love with the liver, 
understand with the heart, and boast with the lungs.” A 
modern may say with Sganarelle in the comedy, ^^It was so 
formerly, but we have changed all that.” ^ For so unlike are 
our notions, that the spleen is accounted the seat of melancholy 
and ill-humour. The word is ac^jordingly often used to de- 
note that temper ; so that wdth us a splenetic man, and a laugh- 
ing merry fellow, form two characters that are perfect contrasts 
to each other. The heart we consider as the seat, not of the 
understanding, but of the affections and of courage. Fonnerly 
indeed we seem to have regarded the liver as the seat of 
courage ; hence the term milk-livered for cowardly.^ 

One plain consequence of the doctrine on this ncad which I 
have been endeavouring to elucidate, is, that in every nation 
where from time to time there is an increase of knowledge and 
an improvement in the arts, or where there often appear new 

® Cornutus on these words of%he first satire, Sum petulanti splene cachinno. 
— Physici dicunt homines splene ridere, felle irasci, jecore araare, cordc 
sapere, et pulmone jactare." In the ancient piece called the Testaments ot 
the Twelve Patriarchs, supposed to be the work of a Christian of the first 
century, we find these words in the testament ^of Nephtali, for illustrating 
that God made all things goods adapting each’ to its proper use, 
hfta^ flvftoi', voXflv wgoc ttf W'fgpvc iiC 

Grab. Spied . Patrum, I Sec. t. i. ed. 2, p. 212. ^ 

^ Cela etait autrefois ainsi ; mais nous avons change tout cola. 
Malade malgre lui. Molibbe. 

^ From these things we may observe, by the way, how unsafe it is in trans- 
lating, e8p^*iall;ir from an ancient language into a modern, to reckon tha 
because the proper sense in two words of the diiferent lan^ages corresponds, 
the metaphorical sense of the same words will correspond also. 
respect tne words, as wc have seen, may nevertheless be very different i 
signification, or even opposite. 1 think, in particular, that many translate 
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works of genius in philosophy, history, or poetry, there will be 
in many words a transition more or less gradual, as that im- 
provement is more or less rapid, from their being the figurative 
to their being the proper signs of certain ideas, and sometimes 
from their being the figurative signs of one, to their being the 
figurative signs of another idea. And this, by the way, dis- 
closeth to us one of the many sources of mutation to be found 
in every tongue. This transition will perhaps more fre- 
quently happen in metaphor than in any other tropes, inas- 
much as the relation of resemblance is generally less striking, 
and therefore more ready to be overlooked, than those relations 
on which the others are founded. Yet that they too will some- 
times be affected by it, we have no reason to question. That 
in those metonymies in particular, of which some instances 
have been given, w^herein the connexion may be justly account- 
ed more imaginary than real, such changes in the application 
should arise, might naturally be expected. The transition from 
the figurative to the proper, in regard to such terms as are in 
daily use, is indeed inevitable. The word vessel in English 
hath doubtless been at first introduced by a synecdoche to sig- 
nify a shipj the genus for the species, but it is now become by 
use as much a proper term in this signification as the word 
ship itself. 

With regard to metaphor, it is certain, that in all languages 
there are many words which at first had one sense only, and 
afterwards acquired another by metaphorical application, of 
which words both senses are now become so current, that it 
would be difficult for any but an etymologist to determine which 
IS the original and which the metaphorical. Of this kind in 
the English tongue are the substantives, conception^ apprehen- 
sion^ expression; the first of these, conception^ when it notes an 
action of the mind, and when the beginning of pregnancy in a 
female, is alike supported by use ; the second and third terms, 
apprehension for seizure, and expression for squeezing out, are 
now rather uncommon. * Yet these are doubtless the primitive 
significations. 

It may be further remarked, th# in some words the meta- 
phorical sense hath justled out the original sense altogether, so 
that in respect of it they are become obsolete. Of this kind 
in our tongue are the verbs to trains to curb^ to edify^ to en- 
hanesy the primitive significations •whereof were to drawy to 
bendy to huildy to lift And if one should now speak of the 

of the Bible have been betrayed into blunders, through not sufficiently ad- 
verting to this circumstance. For instance, nothing at first appears to be 
a juster, as well as a more literal version of the Greek than the 

^ngUsh hard-hearted* Yet 1 suspect that the true meaning if the former 
term, both in the Septuagint and in the New Testament, is not crueU as the 
English word imports, but indocile^ intractable. The general remark might 
he illustrated by numberless examples, but this is not the place. 
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acuteness of a razor, or of the ardour of the fire, we could not 
say that to a linguist he would speak unintelligibly, but by 
every man of sense he would be thought to express himself 
both pedantically and improperly. The word ruminate^ though 
good in the metaphorical sense, to denote musing on a subject, 
would scarcely be admitted, except in poetry, in the literal sense, 
for chewing the cud. Thus it happens with languages as with 
countries; strangers received at first through charity, often in 
time grow strong enough to dispossess the natives. 

Now, in regard to all the words which fall under the two last 
remarks, whatever they were formerly, or in whatever light they 
may be considered by the grammarian and the lexicographer, 
they cannot be considered as genuine metaphors by the rheto- 
rician. I have already assigned the reason. They have nothing 
of the effect of metaphor upon the hearer. On the contrary, 
like proper terms, they suggest directly to his mind, without 
the intervention of any image, the ideas which the speaker pro- 
posed to convey by them. , 

From all that hath been said, it evidently follows, that those 
metaphors which hold mostly of the thought, that is, those to 
which the ear hath not been too much familiarized, have most 
of the peculiar vivacity resulting from this trope; the invariable 
effect of very frequent use being to convert the metaphorical 
into a proper meaning. A metaphor hath undoubtedly the 
strongest effect when it is first ushered into the language; but 
by reason of its peculiar boldness, this, as was hinted already, 
is rarely to be hazarded,! may say it ought never to be hazarded, 
unless when both the perspicuity is secured to an ordinary un- 
derstanding by the connexion, and the resemblance suggested 
is very striking. A new metaphor (and the same holds, tnough 
in a lower degree, of every trope) is never regarded with in- 
difference. If it be not a beauty, it is a blemish. Besides, 
the more a language advanceth in richness and precision, and 
the more a spirit of criticism prevails among those who speak 
it, the more delicate the people become in this respect, and the 
more averse to the admission of new metaphors. It is even 
proper it should be so, thene not being the same plea of neces- 
sity in such languages, as in those that are but poorly supplied 
with words. Hence it is that in modem times, the privilege of 
coining those tropes is almost confined to poets and orators; 
and as to the latter, they ean hardly ever be said to have this 
indulgence, unless when they are wrought up to a kind of en- 
thusiasm by their subject. Hence also have arise^a those qua- 
lifying phrases in discourse, which, though so common in Greek 
and Latin, as wqU as in modem languages^ are rarely, if ever, to 
be met wilh either in the rudest or in the most ancient tongues. 
These are, so to speak^ if I may thus express myself and the 
like. 
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I cannot help remarking, before I conclude this article of 
the origin of tropes, and of the changes they undergo, through 
the gradual operation of custom, , that critics ou^t to show 
more reserve and modesty than they commonly do, in pro- 
nouncing either on the fitness or on the beauty of such as occur 
sometimes in ancient authors. For firs^t it ought to be observed 
(as may be collected from what has been shown above) that 
the less enlightened a nation is, their language will of necessity 
the more abound in tropes, and the people will be the less shy 
of admitting those which have but a remote connexion with 
the things they are employed to denote. Again, it ought to 
he considered, that many words which appear as tropical to a 
learner of a distant ago, who acquires the language by the help 
of grammars and dictionaries, may, through the imperceptible 
influence of use, have totally lost that appearance to the 
natives, who considered them purely as proper terms. A 
stranger will be apt to mistake a grammatical for a rhetorical 
trope, or even an accidental homonymy for a far-fetched figure. 
Lastly, it ought to be remembered how much the whole of 
this matter is everywhere under the dominion of caprice, and 
how little the figurative part of the language of any people is 
susceptible of a literal translation, that will be accounted 
tolerable, into the language of any other. If these things were 
properly attended to, I imagine we should, on these subjects, 
be more diffident of our own judgment, and consequently less 
captious and decisive. 

So much for the nature of tropes in general, and those 
universal principles on which in every tongue their efficacy 
depends; and so much for the distinction naturally conse- 
quent on those principles, into grammatical tropes and tropes 
rhetorical. 


Part II . — The different sorts of Tropes conducive to Vivacity. 

I now consider severally the particular ways wherein rheto- 
rical tropes may be rendered subservient to vivacity. ; 


1. The Less for the more General. 

The first way I shall mention is, when, by means of the 
trope, a species is antly represented by an individual, or a 
genus by a species. 1 begin with this, because it comes nearest 
that speciality in the use of proper teims, from which, as wj^ 
evincra already, their vivacity chiefly results. Of the indivi- 
dual for the ^ecies I shall give an example from our celebrated 
satirist Mr. Pope. 
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May some choice patron bliss each grey goose quill I 
May every Bavins have his Bufo stul 1 * 

Here, by a beautiful antonomasia, Bavius, a proper name, is 
made to represent one whole class of men, Bufo, also a proper 
name (it matters not whether real or fictions), is made to repre- 
sent another class. B3rHhe former is meant every bad poet, by 
the latter every rich fool who gives his patronage to such. As 
what precedes in the Essay secures the perspicuity (and in 
introducing tropes of this kind, especially new ones, it is ne- 
cessary that the perspicuity be thus Secured), it was impossible 
in another manner to express the sentiment with ec^ual vivacity. 

There is also a sort of antonomasia to which use hath long 
ago given her sanction, and which therefore needs not be in- 
troduced with much precaution. 

Such is the following application of fiimous names ; a Solo- 
mon for a wise man, a Croesus for a rich man, a Judas for a 
traitor, a Demosthenes for an orator, and a Homer for a poet. 
Nor do these want a share of vivacity, when apposite and 
pr^erly managed. 

That kind of synecdoche by which the species is put for the 

f enus is used but sparingly in our language. Examples, 
owever, occur sometimes, as when an assassin is termed a 
cuUthroaty or a fiction a lie^ as in these words of Dryden : 

The cock and fox the fool and knave imply, 

The truth is moral, tho’ the tale a lie. 

In like manner, slaughter, especially in battle, is by poets some- 
times denominated murder^ and legal prosecution persecution* 
Often in these instances the word may justly be said to be 
used without a figure. It may, however, in general be aflSrmed 
of all those terms, that they are more vivid and forcible, for 
this single reason, because they are more special. 

There is one species of the onomatopeia which very much 
resembles the antonomasia just now t^en notice of. It is 
when a verb is formed from a proper name, in order to express 
some particular action, for which the person to whom the name 
belonged was remarkable. An example of this we have m 
the instructions which Hamlet gave the phwers who were to 
act his piece before the king and queen. He mentioned his 
having seen some actors who m their way out-heroded Herod> 
intimating, that by the outrageous gestures they used in the 
representation, they overacted even the fury and violence of 
that tyrant. This trope hath been admirably imitated by 
Swift, who says concerning Blackmore, the author of a transla- 
tion of some of the psalms into English verse, 


• Prologue to the Satires. 
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Sternhold himself he out-sternholded. 

How languid in comparison of this would it have been to say, 
that in Sternhold’s own manner Sir Richard outdid him. But 
it must be owned, that this trope, the onomatopeia^ in any form 
whatever, hath little scope in our tongue, and is hardly admis- 
sible except in burlesque. ^ ^ 


2. The most Interesting Circumstance distinguished. 

The second way I shaft take notice of, wherein the use of 
tropes may conduce to vivacity, is when the trope tends to fix 
the attention on that particular of the subject which is most in- 
teresting, or on which the action related, or fadt referred to, im- 
mediately depends. This bears a resemblance to the former 
method; for Iby that an individual serves to exhibit a species, 
and a species a genus ; by this a part is made to represent the 
whole, the abstract, as logicians term it, to suggest the concrete, 
the passion its object, the operation its subject, the instrument 
the agent, and the gift the giver. The tropes which contribute 
in this way to invigorate the expression, are these two, the 
synecdoche and the metonymy. 

For an example of this in the synecdoche, let it be observed, 
that by this trope the word hand is sometimes used for man, 
especially one employed in manual labour. Now, in such ex- 
pressions as the following. 

All hands employ’d, the royal work grows warm;* 

it is obvious, from the principles above explained, that the 
trope contributes to vivacity, and could not bo with equal ad- 
vantage supplied by a proper term. But in such phrases as 
these, ^^One of the hands fell overboard;” All our hands were 
asleep,” it is ridiculous, as what is affirmed hath no particular 
relation to that part specified. The application of tropes in 
this undistinguishing manner, is what |hrincipally characterizes 
the contemptible cant of particular professions. I shall give 
another example. A sail with us frequently denotes a ship. 
Now to say, We descried a sail at a distance,” hath more 
vivacity than to say, We descried a s/wo,” because in fact the 
sail is that part which is first discovered iby the eye ; but to say 
“ Our sails ploughed the main,” instead of Our ships ploughed 
the main,” would justly be accounted nonsensical, because what 
IS metaphorically termed ploughing the rnain^ is the immediate 
action of the keel, a very different part of the vessel. To pro- 
duce but one other instance, the word roof is Emphatically put 
for house in the following quotation ; 

* Drydeii. 
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Return to her? and fifty men dismiss’d? 

No; rather 1 abjure all roq/s, and choose 
To be a comrade with the wolf and owl, 

To wa^e against the enmity o* th’ air, 

Necessity’s sharp pinch ^ 

The notion of a house as a shelter from the inclemencies of the 
sky, alluded to in these lines, directly leads the imagination to 
form a more vivid idea ‘of that part of the building which is 
over our heads/' 

It was observed that the metonymy also contributes in this 
way to vivacity. It doth so by substituting the instrument for 
the agent, by employing the abstract to represent the concrete, 
or by naming the passion for its object, the gift for the giver, 
the operation for the subject. Of the first soil;, the instances 
are very common ; as when we say of a poem, that it is the 
production of ari elegant peuy instead of an elegant writer. In 
the same way pencil is sometimes used for painter. It must 
be owned that the triteness of such expressions considerably 
lessens their value, and that fora reason explained in the pre- 
ceding part of this section. It is however certain, that what 
vivacity can justly be ascribed to them, ariseth purely from the 
principle which hath just now been illustrated in the syne(^- 
doche ; namely a coincidence in the expression with the bent 
of the imagination, both pointing to that particular with whicli 
the subject spoken of is immediately connected. Nay, so close 
is the relation between this species of the metonymy, and that 
of the synecdoche above exemplified, that the same expression 
may sometimes be considered indifferently as belonging to eitlicr 
trope. Thus in the quotation brought from Drydcn, ‘^AIl 
hands employed,” it is of no consequence whether we denomi- 
nate the word hands one or other, a part for the whole, or the 
instrument for the agent. 


* Shakspeare’s Lear. 

® The Latin example quoted from Tully in a note on the first part of this sec- 
tion, affords a good illustration of this doctrine. “Cujus latua ille macro 
petebat?” Muero for gladijj^s, the point for the weapon, is in this place a trope 
particularly apposite. From the point the danger immediately proceeds ; to it 
therefore, in any assault, the eye of both the assailant and of the assailed are 
naturally directed ; of the one that he may guide it aright, and of the other that 
he may avoid it. Consequently'on it the imagination will fix, as on that parti- 
cular which is the most interesting, because on it the event directly depends : 
and wherever the expression thus happily assists the fancy by coinciding with 
its natu%l bent, the sentiment is exhibited with vivacity. We may remark hv 
the way^hat the specifying of the part aimed at, by saying, Cujus lotus, and 
not simply quern, makes the expression still more ^aphical. Yet latus here is 
no trope, else it had been Quod latus, not Cujus lotus. But that we may con- 
ceive the difference between such a proper use of tropes as is here exemplified, 
and such an injudicious use as noway tends to enliven the expression, let us 
suppose the orator had intended to say, “ He held a sword in his hand.” If lU' 
stead of tbe proper %rord he had empl^ed the syMtdochSt and said ^^Mu^onew 
manu tenebat, ” he would have spoken absurdly, and counteracted the bent o 
the fancy, which in this instance leads the attention to the hilt of the swort , 
not to the point. 
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The second species of metonymy mentioned, the abstract for 
the concrete, occurs much seldomer, but hath also in the same 
way a very good effect. Isaac BickerstaflP, in his lucubrations, 
acquaints us with a visit which an eminent rake and his com- 
panions made to a Protestant nunnery erected in England by 
some ladies of rank. When he entered,” says the author, 
upon seeing a servant coming townrds him, with a design 
to toll him, this was no place for them, up goes my grave Im- 
pudence to the maid.”^ Every body must perceive that the 
expression would have been incomparably fainter if he had 
said, Up goes my gvu.vejmpudent fellow to the maid.” The 
reason is obvious, an impudent felloio means, one who, amongst 
other qualities, has that of impudence; whereas, by personify- 
ing the abstract, you leave no room for thinking of any other 
quality ; the attention is entirely fixed on that to which the 
action related is imputable, and thus the natural tendency of the 
fancy is humoured by the expression. 

The last species of this trope I took notice of, if that can be 
called one species which is so various in its appearances, pre- 
senting us sometimes with the passion instead of its object, 
sometimes with the operation instead of its subject, and some- 
times with the gift instead of the giver, is in very frequent use. 
By this trope the Almighty hath been styled the tem^or of the 
oppressor, and the refuge of the oppressed which, though 
the same in sense, is more emphatical than the object of terror 
to the oppressor, and the giver of refuge to the oppressed.” 

The Lord is my song^^ says Moses, he is become my ml- 
vatlonf^ that is, the subject of my song, the author of my sal- 
vation. Drydcn makes Lord Shaftesbury style the Duke of 
Monmouth, 

The people’s the glad diviner’s theme. 

The young men’s vision^ and the old men’s dream.^ 


Here the terms prayer ^ vision^ dream (for the word theme is 
literal) are used each for its respective subject. Nothing is 
more natural or more common amongst all nations, the simplest 
as well as the most refined, than to substitute the passion for 
its object. Such tropes as these, my love^ my joy ^ my delight^ 
my aversion^ my lioi'ror^ for that which excites the emotion, are 
to be found in every language. Holy writ abounds pi them ; 
and they are not seldom to be met with in the poems of Ossian. 

The %igh of Her secret soul,” is a fine metonymy of this kind, 
to express the youth for whom she sighs in secret. As the 
vivacity of the expression in such quotations needs no illustra- 
tion to persons of taste ; that the cause of this vivacity ariseth 

^ Tatler, No. 32. ® Exod. xv. 2. 

• Absalom and Achitophel. 
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from the coincidence of the expression with the bent of the 
imagination, fixing on the most interestinfr particular, needs 
no eviction to persons of judgment. 


3. Things Sensible for Things Intelligible, 

A third way wherein tropes may be rendered subservient to 
vivacity is, when things intelligible are represented by things 
sensible. There is no truth more evident than that the imagi- 
nation is more strongly affected by what is perceived by the 
senses, than by what is conceived by the understanding. If 
therefore my subject be of things only conceivable, it will 
conduce to enliven the style, that the tropes which I employ, 
when I find it convenient to employ tropes, exhibit to the 
fancy things perceivable. 

I shall illustrate this doctrine first in metaphors. A meta- 
phor, if apposite, hath always some degree of vivacity, from 
the bare exhibition of likeness, even though the literal and the 
figurative senses of the word belong to the same class of ob- 
jects; I mean only in this respect the same, that they be 
both sensible or both intelligible. Thus a blunder in the ad- 
ministration of public affairs, hath been termed a solecism in 
politics, both things intelligible. Again when the word sails is 
employed to denote the wings of a fowl, or conversely, when 
the word wings is adopted to signify the sails of a ship, both 
objects are of the same class, as both are things sensible ; yet 
these metaphors have a considerable share of vivacity, by rea- 
son of the striking resemblance, both in the appearance of the 
things signified, and in their use. The last, however, is the 
best, for a reason which will be given in the next remark. But 
in general it may be asserted, that in the representation of things 
sensible there is less occasion for this trope : accordingly, this 
application of it is now almost entirely left to the poetfe. On 
tne contrary, if we critically examine any language, ancient or 
modem, and trace its several terms and phrases to their source, 
we shall find it hold invariably, that all the words made use of, 
to denote spiritual and intellectual things, are in their origin 
metaphors, taken from the objects of sense. This shows evi- 
dently that the latter have made the earliest impressions, have 
by consequence first obtained names in every tongue, and are 
still, as it were, more present with us, and strike the imagina- 
tion more forcibly than the former. 

It may be saia that if this observation be true, it is to no 
purpose to mention the method of enlivening the diction, the 
representing of intelligible things by sensible images, since it 
is impossible by language to represent them otherwise. To this 
I answer, that the words of which I am speaking I call meta- 
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phors in their origin; notwithstanding which, they may be at 
present agreeably to what was formerly observed, proper terras. 
When speaking of tropes in general, it was remarked that many 
words, which to a graftimatical eye appear metaphors, are in 
the rhetorician’s estimate no metaphors at all. The ground 
of this diiference is, that the grammarian and the rhetorician 
try the words by very different tests. ^ The touchstone of the 
former is etymology, that of the latter is present use. The former 
peruseth a page, and perhaps finds not in the whole ten words 
that are not metaphorical; the latter examines the same page, 
and doth not discover in it a single metaphor. What critic, for 
example, would ever think of apjdying this appellation to terms 
such as these, spirit^ evidence^ understanding^ reflection?' Or 
what etymologist would not acknowledge that to this trope 
solely these terms had owed their birth? 

But I proceed to give examples of vivacity, by true rheto- 
rical metaphors, wherein things sensible are brought to signify 
things intelligible. Of this the following is one from Pope : 

At length Erasmus, that great injur’d name, 

(The glory of the priesthood, and tlie shame!) 

Stemmed tne wild torrent of a barbarous’age, 

And drove those holy Vandals gff* the stage. 

Here the almost irresistible influence of general manners, 
which is an object purely of the understanding, is very appo- 
sitely and vivaciously represented by a torrent^ an object both 
of the sight and of the feeling. By the same vivid kind of 
metaphor light is used for knowledge, hridle for restraints; we 
speak of burning with zeal, being inflamed with anger, and 
having a rooted prejudice. 

But metaphor is not the only trope which can in this way 
confer vivacity; metonymy frequently in a similar manner pro- 
motes the same end. One very common species of the met- 
onymy is, when the badge is put for the office, and this invariably 
exhibits a sensible in lieu of an intelligible object.* Thus we 
say the mitre for the priesthood, the c7*own for the royalty ; for 
the military occupation we say, the swordy and for the literary 
professions, those especially of theology, law, and medicine, 
the common expression is the gown. Often also in those met- 
onymies wherein the cause is put for the effect, and contrariwise, 
in those wherein the effect is put for the cause, we have the 
same thing exemplified, a sensible object presented to the ifiind 
instead of an intelligible. Of the former, the cause for the 
effect, the following lines of Dryden may serve as an illustra- 
tion: 


’Tis all thy business business how to shun^ 
To bask thy naked body in the smw.i 

1 Dry den’s Persius. 

X 
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Though the rhyme had permitted the change, the word sim- 
shine instead of sun, would have rendered the expression weaker. 
The luminary itself is not only a nobler and distincter, but a 
more immediate object to the imagination than its effulgence, 
which, though in some respect sensible as well as the other, is 
in some respect merely intelligible, it not being perceived di- 
rectly no more than th6 air, but discovered by reflection from 
the things which it enlightens. Accordingly, we ascribe to it 
neither magnitude nor figure, and scarce with propriety even 
colour. As an exemplification of the latter, the effect or some- 
thing consequential for the cause, or at least the implement for 
the motive of using it, these words of scripture will serve, “ The 
sword without, and terror within,”* where the term sword, 
which presents a particular and perceivable image to the fancy, 
must be more picturesque than the word war^ which conveys an 
idea that is vague anti only conceivable, not being otherwise 
sensible but by its consequences. 


4. Things Animate for Things Lifeless. 

A fourth way in which* tropes may promote vivacity, is when 
things sensitive are presented to the fancy instead of things 
lifeless; or, which is nearly the same, when life, percejition, 
activity, design, passion, or any property of sentient beings, 
is by means of the trope attributed to things inanimate. It is 
not more evident that the imagination is more strongly affect- 
ed by things sensible than by things intelligible, than it is evi- 
dent that things animate awaken greater attention and make a 
stronger impression on the mind than things senseless. It is 
for this reason that the quality of which 1 am treating hath 
come to be termed vivacity, or liveliness of style. 

In exemplifying what hath been now advanced, I shall pro- 
ceed in the fnethod which I took in the former article, and begin 
with metaphor. By a metaphor of this kind, a literary per- 
formance hath been styled the offspring of the brain; by it a state 
or government in its first stage is represented as a child ni 
these lines of Dryden, 

When empire in its childhood first appears, 

^ A watchful fate oversees its tender years. ^ 

In the two last examples we have things lifeless exhibited by 
things animate. In the follovfing, wherein the effect is much 
the same, sense, feeling, and affection are ascribed metaphori- 
cally to inanimate matter* Thomson, describing the influence 
of the sunbeams upon the snow in the valley, thus vividly 
beautifully expresseth himself, 

^ Bent, xxiii. 25. 


* Alinanzor. 
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Perhaps the vale 

Relents awhile to the reflected ray.* 

Every hedge,” says the Tatler, was conscious of more 
than what the representations of enamoured swains admit of.’^ ^ 
Who sees not how much of their energy these quotations owe 
to the two words relents and conscious ? I shall only add, that 
it is the same kind of metaphor which hath brought into use 
such expressions as the following : a happy period, a learned 
age, the thirsty ground, a melancholy disaster. 

There are several sorts of metonymy which answer the same 
purpose. The first I shall mention is that wherein the inventor 
is made to denote the invention. Ceres^ for instance, to de- 
note bread, Bacchus wine, Mars war, or any of the pagan 
deities to denote that in which he is especially interested, as 
Neptune the sea,,PZwio hell, Pallas wisdom, and Venus the 
amorous affection. It must be owned, that as this kind seems 
even by the ancients to have been confined to the discoveries*, 
attributes, or dominions ascribed in their mythology to the gods, 
it is of little or no use to us moderns.^ 

Another tribe of metonymies, which exhibits things living 
for things lifeless, is when the possessor is substituted for his 
possessions. Of this we have an example in the gospel : Wo 
unto you, scribes and pharisees, hypocrites, for ye devour the 
families of widows.” — Here the word families is used for their 
means of subsistence.’^ Like to this is an expression in Balaam’s 
prophecy concerning Israel : He shall eat up the nations 
his enemies.”® 

A third tribe of metonymies wliich often presents us with 
animate instead of inanimate objects, is when the concrete is 
made to signify the abstract ; as the fool used for folly, the 
hiave for knavery, the philosopher for philosophy. I shall 
illustrate this by some examples. Dryden hath given us one of 
this kind that is truly excellent : 

The slavering cudden propt upon his staff, 

Stood ready gaping with a grinning laugh, 


* Winter. ® Tatler, No. 7. 

® Even when such tropes occur in ancient authors, they can scarcely bo 
translated into any tnodern tongue, as was hinted on Part First in rogjp'd to 
tne phrase Vario Marie pugnatum est.” Another example of the same 
thing, Sine Cerere et Baccho friget Venus.** 

Matt, xxiii. 14. The noun wxiac may be rendered either^miZees or houses. 
t he last, though used by out translators, hath here a double disadvantage, 
irst, it is a trope formed upon a trope (which rarely hath a good effect), 
house for the family, the thing containing for the thing contained, and 
family for their means of living; secondly, ideas are introduced which 

**6 incompatible. There is nothing improper in speaking of a person or 
amily being devoured, but to talk of devouring a house is absurd. It may 
g demolished, undermined, but not devoured. 

•Womb. xxiv. 8. 
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To welcome her awake, nor durst begin 
To speak, but wisely kept the fool within.® 

The whole picture is striking. The proper words, every one 
of them, are remarkably graphical, as well as the metonymy 
with which the passage concludes. Another from the same 
hand. 

Who follow next a double danger bring, 

Not only hating David but the king.^ 

As David himself was king, both the proper name and tlic 
appellative would point to the same object, were they to be lite- 
rally interpreted. But the opposition here exhibited manifestly 
shows that the last term, the king^ is employed by metonymy 
to denote the royalty. The sense therefore is, that they have 
not only a personal hatred to the man that is king, but a detes- 
tation of the kingly office. A trope of this kind ought never 
to be introduced but when the contrast, as in the present ex- 
ample, or something in the expression, effectually removes all 
obscurity and danger of mistake. In the passage last quoted, 
there is an evident imitation of a saying recorded by historians 
of Alexander the Great, concerning two of his courtiers, Cra- 
terus and Hephsestion : Craterus,” said he, loves the klmj^ 
but Hephaestion loves A lexanderr Grotius hath also copied 
the same mode of expression, in a remark which he hath made, 
perhaps with more ingenuity than truth, on the two apostles 
Beter and John. The attachment of John, he observes, was to 
Jems^ of Peter to the Messiah,^ Accordingly, their master 
gave the latter the charge of his church, the former that of his 
ramily, recommending to him in particular the care of ]\Iary 
his mother. The following sentiment of Swift is somewhat 
similar : 

I do the most that friendship can ; 

I hate the viceroy ^ love the man. 

The viceroy^ for the viceroyalty. I shall only 
more in tnis way ; the first is from Addison, 

TaUard when taken prisoner by the allies, says. 

An English muse is touch’d with generous woe, 

■And in the unhappy man forgets the'foe.^ 

The foe, that is, his state of hostility with regard to us at the 
time ; for the second I shall again recur to Dryden, 

A tyrant’s power in rigour is exprest, 

The father yearns in the true prince’s breast. 


add two examples 
, who, speaking of 


® Cymon and Iphigenia. 

* Annotatienes in Johan. Intr. 


1 Absalom and AchitoplKil’ 
s Campaign. 
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The father^ to denote fatherly affection, or the disposition of a 
father. In fine, it may justly be affirmed of this whole class 
of tropes, that as metaphor in general hath been termed an 
allegory in epitome, such metaphors and metonymies as present 
us with things animate in the room of things liieless are proso- 
popoeias in miniature. 

But it will be proper here to obviate an objection against the 
last-mentioned species of metonymy, an objection which seems 
to arise from what hath been advanced above. Is it possible, 
may one say, that the concrete put for the abstract should 
render the expression livelier, and that the abstract put for the 
concrete should do the same ? Is it not more natural to con- 
clude, that if one of these tropes serve to invigorate the style, 
the reverse must doubtless serve to flatten it ? But this appaiv 
ent inconsistency will vanish on a nearer inspection. It ought 
to be remembered that the cases are comparatively few in which 
cither trope will answer better than the proper term, and the 
few which suit the one method, and the few that suit the other, 
are totally different in their nature. To affirm that in one 
identical case methods quite opposite would produce the same 
effect, might, with some appearance of reason, be charged with 
inconsistency ; but that in cases not identical, nor even similar, 
contrary methods might be necessary for effecting the same 
purjiose, is nowise inconsistent. But possibly the objector will 
argue on the principles themselves severally considered, from 
which, according to the doctrine now explained, the efficacy of 
the tropes ariseth : If/’ says he, the abstract for the con- 
crete confers vivacity on the* expression, by concentrating the 
whole attention on that particular with which the subject is 
most intimately connected, doth it not lose as much on the 
other hand, by presenting us with a quality instead of a per- 
son, an intelligible for a sensible, an inanimate for a living ob- 
ject?” If this were the effect the objection would be unan- 
swerable. But it is so far otherwise, that in all such instances, 
by ascribing life, motion, human affections, and actions, to the 
abstract, it is in fact personified, and thus gains in point of ener- 
gy the one way, without losing any thing the other. The same 
thing holds of congenial tropes, the dole for the donor, and the 
rest. In like manner, when the concrete is used for the abs- 
tract, there is, in the first place, a real personification, the sub- 
ject being in fact a mere quality botluinanimate and insetisible : 
nor do we lose the particularity implied in the abstract, because, 
where this trope is judiciously used, there must be something 
jn the sentence which fixes the attention specially on that qua- 
bty. Thus, to recur to the preceding examples, when David 
and the king, though known to be the same person, are contradis- 
bnguished in the same line, the mind is laid under a necessity 
considering , the word king as implying purely that whicn 
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constitutes him such, namely the royal power. The same may 
be said of the other instances. So far indeed I agree with the 
objector, that wherever the trope is not distinctly marked by 
the words with which it is connected, it is faulty and injudi- 
cious. It both misses vivacity and throws obscurity on the 
sentiment. 

I have here examined the tropes so far only as they are sub- 
servient to vivacity, by presenting to the mind some image which, 
from the original principles of our nature, more strongly 
attaches the fancy than could have been done by the proper 
terms whose place they occupy. And in this examination I 
have found that they produce this effect in these four cases: 
first, when they can aptly represent a species by an individual, or 
a genus by a species; secondly, when they serve to fix the atten- 
tion on the most interesting particular, or that with which the 
subject is most intimately connected; thirdly, when they exhibit 
things intelligible by things sensible ; and fourthly, when they 
suggest things lifeless by things animate. How conducive the 
tropes are in like manner both to elegance and to animation will 
be examined afterwards. They even sometimes conduce to 
vivacity, not from any thing preferable in the ideas conveyed 
by them, but in a way that cannot properly come under consi- 
deration, till we inquire how far this quality depends on the 
number of the words, and on their arrangement. 


Part III . — Hie Use of those Tropes which are Obstinictive 
to Vivacity. 

Let us now, ere we finish this article, bestow some attention 
on the opposite side (for contraries serve best to illustrate each 
other), and make a few remarks on those tropes which either 
have a natural tendency to render the expression more languid, 
or at least are noway fitted for enlivening the diction. That 
there are tropes whose direct tendency is even to enfeeble the 
expression is certainly true, though they are fewer in number 
and more rarely used than those which produce the contrary 
effect. The principal tropes of this kind which I remember at 
present are three sorts of the synecdoche, the genus for the 
species, the whole for a part, and the matter for the instrument 
or thing made of it, and some sorts of the metaph6r, as the m- 
tdlirible for the sensible. Of the genus for the species, which 
is the commonest of all, vessel for ship, creature or animal 
for HIM, will serve as examples. Of the whole for a 
which is the m^st uncommon, I do not recollect another in- 
stance but that of the man or woman by name, sometimes tor 
the body only, sometimes only for the soul; m when we 
Such a one was buried yesterday,” that is, the body 
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a one was buried yesterday;” ^^^^neas saw his father in 
Elysium,” that is, his father’s ghost. The common phrase ‘‘ all 
the world, for a great number of people, and some others of 
the same kind, have also been produced as examples, but im- 
properly ; for in all such expressions there is an evident hyper- 
bole, the intention being manifestly tp magnify the number. 
Of the third kind, the matter for what is made of it, there are 
doubtless several instances, such as silver for money, canvas 
for sail, and steel for sword. 

It is proper to inquire from what principles in our nature 
tropes of this sort derive their origin, and what are the pur- 
poses which they are intended to promote. The answer to the 
first of the queries will serve cflPcctually to answer both. First, 
then, they may arise merely from a disposition to vary the ex- 
pression, and prevent the too frequent recurrence of the same 
sound upon the ear. Hence often the genus for the species. 
^Jhis is the more pardonable, if used moderately, as there is 
not even an apparent impropriety in putting at any time the 
genus for the species, because the latter is always comprehended 
in the former ; whereas, in the reverse, there is inevitably an 
appearance of impropriety, till it is mollified by use. If one 
is speaking of a linnet, and sometimes instead of linnet says 
bird, he is considered rather as varying the expression than as 
employing a trope. Secondly, they may arise from an inclina- 
tion to suggest contempt without rudeness ; that is, not openly 
to express, but indirectly to insinuate it. Thus, when a parti- 
cular man is called a creature or an animal, there is a sort of 
tacit refusal of the specific attributes of human nature, as the 
term implies only the direct acknowledgment of those enjoyed 
in common with the brutes, or even with the whole creation. 
The phrases no creature, and every creature, like all the world, 
are a kind of hyperbolic idioms, which come not under this 
category. Thirdly, they may proceed fi’om a love of brevity in 
cases wherein perspicuity cannot be hurt. Thus to say, 

Your friend Alexander lies here interr'd, 

is briefer, and not less perspicuous, than to say, The corpse 
of your friend Alexander — Fourthly, they may spring from 
a desire to find a term that will make a better counterpart, in 
respect either of the sense or of the* sound, to some other word 
which the speaker or the writer hath had occasion to use, the 
ideas conveyed by the two words being also related. This 
occasions sometimes not only that the genus is used for the 
species, but that the matter is made to signify the thing made 
of it ; both of which will be farther illustratea when I come to 
consider bow &r vivacity may result from arrangement. Fifthly 
(and thkda^thd last source that occuw^^ my thoughts), tropi^ 
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of this kind may arise from a desire of palliating the representa- 
tion, and that either from humanity, from courtesy, or from 
decency. 

By the first of the five principles above mentioned, if used 
discreetly, something is done for the sake of variety, where the 
vivacity of the expression is little affected ; by the second, even 
a further end, a species of animation is attained ; by the third 
and fourth, what is lost of vivacity in one way is more than 
compensated in another ; but by the fifth, we are led to avoid 
this quality as a fault. 

There are some subjects of whi5h it may be necessary on 
certain occasions to speak, which, nevertheless, present an ob- 
ject to the imagination that is either disagreeable or indecent. 
It is sufficient that such things be hinted to the understanding, 
so that the meaning may be apprehended ; it is by no means fit 
that they be painted in the liveliest colours to the fancy. Tlierc 
are some things which a painter may find it expedient to intro- 
duce into a picture, and to render just discoverable, by placing 
them in a shade, in the back-ground, or at a corner, which it 
would be extremely improper to set in such a point of view as 
would immediately attract and fix the eye of the spectator. 
The like doubtless holds with regard to the orator. And it 
hath been chiefly to veil without darkening what the smallest 
degree of delicacy requires us to avoid exposing in the strongest 
light, that certain sorts of tropes and modes of expression have 
first been brought into use. To the same cause is also to be 
ascribed the recourse that is often had to circumlocution, which 
will fall to be considered in the ensuing chapter. 

All such tropes and modes of expression have come under 
the common denomination of the euphemism^ d name that hath 
been assigned purely from the consideration of the purpose for 
which they are employed ; which is to express in terms that are 
inoffensive an object in some respect or other offensive. The 
euphemism is not a distinct trope (as it hath improperly been 
accounted by some critics), but a certain application of other 
tropes, especially of metaphor and synecdoche, and even of some 
of the figures of elocution, the periphrasis in particular. Some- 
times we are led to this from a principle of civility, or even of 
affection, when the plain and direct mention of an object might 
either recall grief, or hurt sensibility; and sometimes from ideas 
of decorum. 

, It is by a euphemism that the words deceased and departed 
at first to be used instead of dead, which is no other than 
a synecdoche of the genus for the species ; falling asleep for 
dying, which is aimetaphor, there being an eviaent resemblance 
between sleep and death, and stopping parent for becoming 
bankrupt, which is a metonymy .of the effect for the cause. 
There is, indeed, in employing this figure, ; the ouphemism? 
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more than in any other, a natural tendency to change. The 
reason may easily be deduced from the general doctrine con- 
cerning tropes, explained in the first part of this section. The 
frequent use of any word in this manner brings it insensibly to 
liavc all the effect of the proper term whose place it was in- 
tended to supply : no sooner is this effect produced by it, than 
the same principle that influenced us at first to employ it 
operates with equal strength in influencing us to lay it aside, 
and in its stead to adopt something newer and still more remote. 
The excessive delicacy of the French in this respect has given 
rise to expressions which it would not be easy to trace from 
any known trope or figure of oratory, and which, to say the 
truth, have something ridiculous in their appearance. Thus a 
disbanded regiment is with them a reformed regiment; a 
cashiered oflScer is a reformed officer, and a man is said to 
reform his equipage, when necessity obliges him to give it up; 
even the hangman, through the superabundance of their com- 
plaisance, is titled the master of the high works,* In the use 
of this figure among the ancients, superstition, in regard to 
some words which were thought to be of bad omen, seems to 
have had as great a share as either a delicate sympathy with 
the feelings of others, or a very nice sense of what is decent 
and cleanly. 

As to the nature and extent of the last source which was 
assigned of the euphemism, it will be proper to be a little 
more particular. Those things which it is indecent to express 
vividly are always such as are conceived to have some turpitude 
in them, either natural or moral. An example of this decency 
in expression, where the subject hath some natural turpitude, 
you will find in Martha’s answer, as it is in the original, when 
our Saviour gave orders to remove the stone from the sepulchre 
of her brother Lazarus, Lord, by this time he smellethy for 
he hath been dead four days.”^ In our version it is somewhat 
indelicately, not to say indecently, rendered stinketh. Our 
translators have ixu this instance unnecessarily receded from 
their ordinary rule of keeping as close as possible to the letter. 
The synecdoche in this jplace answers just as well in English as 
m Greek: the perspicuity is such as secures the reader from 
the possibility of a mistake, at the same time that the ex- 
pression is free from the indecency wdth which the other is 
chargeable. But if it be necessary to avoid a vivid exhibition 
of what appears uncleanly to the external sensfes, it is much 
oaore necessary in whatever may have a tendency to pollute the 
^ind. It is not always the mention of vice as such, which has 
mis tendenejp*. Many of the most atrocious • crimes may be 
^lentioned with great plainness, without any such danger, and 

* Le maltre des haotos oeuvres. 


« John xi. 39, n^n 
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therefore without the smallest indecorum. What the subjects 
are which are in this way dangerous, it is surely needless to 
explain. And as every person of sense will readily conceive 
the truth of the general sentiment, to propose without necessity 
to produce examples for the elucidation of It, might justly be 
charged with being a breach of that decency of which I am 
treating. 

So much for the use that may be made of tropes in softening 
and even in enervating, as well as in enlivening and invigorating 
the expression; though it must be owned that the occasions arc 
comparatively few on which the former purpose can be said to 
be expedient. 

I shall only add a few remarks concerning the catacJireais, 
which hath in like manner been improperly reckoned a separate 
trope. The reason that I have taken no notice of it hitherto 
is, that it is but rarely defensible in modern languages, which 
require the strictest regard to propriety. And even in a few 
cases wherein it is defensible, it Is purely so because necessary; 
but it is seldom eligible, as it rarely contributes cither to. oriuv- 
ment or to strength. I shall explain myself by some instances. 

One species of the catachresis is, when words are used in a 
signification that is very near their ordinary meaning, but not 
precisely the same. Examples of this would be a high man for 
a tall man, a large oration for a lo7ig oration, a big genius for a 
great genius. This, if any thing, would be classed under the 
meta^or, as there is a resemblance in the import of the words. 
Unluckily the word adopted is too near a coincidence with the 
right epithet to present an image to the fancy, at the same time 
that it is not entirely coincident, and therefore cannot be 
denominated a proper term. In this application the name 
catachresis is no more than another word for impropriety. 
Of this kind there is an example in the fifth commandment, 
as it runs in our version, that thy days may be long (anglicc 
many ) upon the land.”^^ — It is* impossible to avoid such blunders 
in translating, when one aims at Deing literal, without attending 
to the different geniuses of different tongues. In original 
performances they are more rarely to be met with, being just 
such improprieties as none but novices in the language are apt 
to fall intpf 

A second species of this figure is when words which, froni 
their etymology, appear to be applicable solely to one kind of 
thing, come atterwards to be applied to another, which is nearly 
rela^ in its nature or design, but with which, neverth^eesjtbo 
analysis of the word will not accord. This is sometimes not 
only es;cusable Jfom necessity, as when the language doth not 
furnli^ a proper term, but sometimes also receives tw sanction 
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of general use. And in this case, whatever it was originally, it 
becomes proper. I shall give some examples of this in our 
own tongue. As it is probable that amongst our Saxon 
ancestors candleholders were solely made of wood, they were 
properly denominated cmidUstichs ; afterwards, when, through 
an increase of wealth and luxury, such utensils were made of 
metal, the old name was nevertheless fetained, and at first by 
a catachresis applied to these. But the application is now 
ratified, and the word appropriated, by custom. The name inh- 
horiiy denoting a portable case for holding ink^ probably at first 
made only of hom^ is a similar instance. In like manner the 
woyA parricide in English, like parricida in Latin, at first per- 
haps signified only the murderer of his father, but hath come to 
be equally applied to him who murders his mother, his brother, 
or his sister. In all these instances there was an excuse at 
first from necessity, the language not aflfording words strictly 
proper. But now having obtained the universal suffrage, which 
in every country gives law to language, they need no excuse. 
There is an instance of a catachresis of this kind in our trans- 
lation of the Bible, which (not being supported by the plea of 
necessity) ought to be considered as a glaring impropriety ; 

He made the lever of brass, and the foot of it of brass, of the 
looking-glasses of the women.” ^ It is however probable that 
the word rairror was not in such common use then as it is now. 
There are a few phrases which come under the same denomi- 
nation, and which, though favoured by custom, being quite 
unnecessary, deserve to be exploded. Such, amongst others, 
are the following : the ivorkmanship of God, for the work of 
God; a man of war^ for a ship of war ; and a merchanimark 
for a trading vessel. The absurdity in the last two instances is 
commonly augmented by the words connected in the sequel, in 
which, by the application of the pronouns slve and her^ we are 
made to understand that the man spoken of is a female. I 
think this gibberish ought to be left entirely to mariners; 
amongst whom, I suppose, it hath originated. 

The only remaining species of the catachresis, which I can 
recollect at present, is no other than a far-fetched and incon- 
gruous metaphor. Nothing can more justly be reduced under 
this class than the application of the attributes of one cor- 
poreal sense to the objects of another ; as if we should say of a 
voice that it is beautiful to the ea»r ; or of a face, that it is 
mlodious to the eye. Nothing succeeds better, as hath been 
observed already, than metaphors taken from the objects of 
sensation, to denote the object of pure intellection ; yet nothing 
generally aucoeeds worse than metaphors that are only trans- 
lerred 6?9m sense to sense? I say greneraHy, because such is 
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the omnipotence of fashion, in respect of language, that it is 
capable of conciliating us even to such applications. Thus the 
term sweet belongs properly to the sense of tasting alone ; yet 
it hath been transferred to the senses of smelling, of hearing, 
and of seeing. We say a sweet scent, a sweet mdody, a sweet 
prospect. The word soft in like manner belonged originally 
to the sense of touching, and to it only. Yet it hath been 
applied metaphorically, and (as we learn by the event) success- 
fully to other senses. Thus we talk of a soft whisper, and 
Pope speaks of •the soft^eyed virgin. Customary applications 
at length become proper, though they do not exhibit the pri- 
mitive sense. For this reason, several of the aforesaid in- 
stances are not to be considered at present as examples of the 
catachresis. Sometimes, however, even a new catachresis of 
the last-mentioned kind, which is the most hazardous, will 
please the most fastidious critic. Take the following example 
from Young : — 

Her voice is but the shadow of a sound. ® 

The reason of our approbation in this case is, if I mistake 
not, that an allusion or comparison is suggested which exhibits 
more strongly the author’s meaning, than it could have been 
exhibited by any other words in the same compass. The sen- 
timent is, that the same relation which the shadow bears to the 
substance of which it is the shadow, the lady’s voice bears to 
an ordinary sound. 

Having now discussed what was proposed here concerning 
tropes, I shall conclude with observing that in this discussion 
there hath been occasion, as it were, incidentally to discover, — 
that they are so far from being the inventions of art, that, on 
the contrary, they result from the original and essential prin- 
ciples of the human mind; — that accordingly they are the 
same upon the main^ in all nations, barbarous and civilized 
that the simplest and most ancient tongues do most abound 
with them, the natural effect of improvement in science and 
language, which commonly go together, being to regulate the 
&noy, and to restrain the passions ; — that the sole business of 
art in this subject is to range the several tropes and figures 
into classes, to distinguish mem by names, and to trace the 
principles in the mind which gave them birth. 

The first, indeed, or rather the only people upon the earth, 
who have thought of classing under proper appellations the 
numerous tropes and figures^ of elocution, common to all lan- 
guages, were the Greeks. The Latins, and all modem nations, 
have, in this parficular, only borrowed from them, adopting the 
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very names they used. But as to the tracing of those figures 
to the springs in human nature from which they flow, ex- 
tremely little hath as yet been attempted. Nay, the names 
that have been given are but few, and by consequence very 
generical. — Each class, the metaphor and the metonymy in 
particular, is capable of being divided into several tribes, to 
which no names have yet been assigned. 

It was aflBrmed that the tropes and figures of eloquence arc 
found to be the same upon the mam in all ages and nations. 
The words upon the main were added, because though the 
most and the principal of ^hem are entirely the same, there are 
a few which presuppose a certain refinement of thought not 
natural to a rude and illiterate people. Such in particular is 
that species of the metonymy, the concrete for the abstract, 
and possibly some others. We shall afterwards perhaps have 
occasion to remark, that the modern improvements in ridicule 
have given rise to some which cannot properly be ranged 
under any of the classes above mentioned ; to which, therefore, 
no name hath as yet been appropriated, and of which I am not 
sure whether antiquity can furnish us with an example. 


Section III. — Words considered as Sounds, 

When I entered on the consideration of vivacity as depend- 
ing on the choice of words, I observed that the words may be 
cither proper terms or rhetorical tropes ; and whether the one 
or the other, they may be regarded not only as signs but as 
sounds, and consequently as capable in certain cases of bear- 
ing, in some degree, a natural resemblance or aflSnity to the 
things signified. The two first articles, proper terms and rhe- 
torical tropes, I have discussed already, regarding only the 
sense and application of the words, whether used literally or 
figuratively. It remains now to consider them in regard to the 
sound, and the affinity to the subject of which the sound is 
susceptible. When, as Pope expresseth it, ‘^the sound is 
made an echo to the sense,”® there is added in a certain 
degree, to the association arising from custom, the influence of 
resemblance between the signs and the things signified ; and 
this doubtless tends to strengthen Jhe impression made by the 
discourse. This subject, I acknowledge, hath been very much 
canvassed by critics ; I shall therefore be the briefer in my 
^marks, confining myself chiefly to the two following points. 
Pirst, I shall inquire what kinds of things language is capable 
of imitating by its sound, and in what degifee it is capable ; 
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secondly, what rank ought to be assigned to this species of 
excellence, and in what cases it ought to be attempted. 


Pabt I. — Wliat are articulate Sounds capable of imitating^ 
and in what Degree ? 


First, I shall inquire what kinds of things language is capa- 
ble of imitating by its sound, and in what degree it is capable. 

And here it is natural to think, that the imitative power of 
language must be greatest when the subject itself is things 
audible. One sound may surely have a greater resemblance 
to another sound, than it can have to any thing of a difterent 
nature. In the description therefore of the terrible thunder, 
whirlwind and tempest, or of the cooling zephyr and th6 gen- 
tle gale, or of any other thing that is sonorous, the imitation 
that may be made by the sound of the description will certainly 
be more perfect than can well be expected in what concerns 
things purely intelligible, or visible, or tangible. Yet even 
here the resemblance, if we consider it abstractly, is very faint. 

The human voice is, doubtless, capable of imitating, to a 
considerable degree of exactness, almost any sound whatever. 
But our present inquiry is solely about what may bo imitated 
by articulate sounds, for articulation greatly confines the na- 
tural powers of the voice; neither do we inquire what an 
extraordinary pronunciation may effectuate, but what power in 
this respect the letters of the alphabet have, when combined 
into syllables, and these into words, and these again into sen- 
tences, uttered audibly indeed and distinctly, but without any 
uncommon effort. Nay, the orator, in this species of imitation, 
is still more limited. He is not at liberty to select whatever 
articulate sounds he can find to be fittest for imitating those 
concerning which he is discoursing. That he may be under- 
stood, he is under a necessity of confining himself to such 
sounds as are rendered by use the signs of the things he would 
suggest by them. . If there be a variety of these signs, which 
commonly cannot be great, he hath some scope for selection, 
but not otherwise, i et so remote is the resemblance here at 
best, that in no language, ancient or modem, are the meanings 
of any words, except perhaps those expressing the cries of 
some animals, discoverable, on the bare hearing, to one who 
doth not understand the language. 

Indeed, when the subject is articulate iound, the speaker or 
the writer may do more than produce a resemblance, he may 
even render the expression an example of that which he 
affirms. Of this kind precisely are J^he three last lines of the 
following quotation from Pope 
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These equal syllables alone require, 

Tho’ oft the ear the open vowels tire, 

While expletives their feeble aid do join, 
And ten low words oft creep in one dull line*^ 


But this manner, which, it must be owned, hath a very good 
effect in enlivening the expression, is* not imitation, though 
it hath sometimes been mistaken for it, or rather confounded 
with it. 

As to sounds inarticulate, a proper imitation of them hath 
been attempted in the same piece, in the subsequent lines, and 
with tolerable success, at least in the concluding couplet : — 

Soft is the strain when Zephyr gently blows. 

And the smooth stream in smoother numbers flows ; 

But when loud surges lash the sounding shore. 

The hoarse rough verso should like the torrent roar.® 


An attempt of the same kind of conformity of the sound to the 
sense, is perhaps but too discernible in the following quotation 
from Dryden : 


O’er all the dreary coasts, 
Dreadful gleams, 

Dismal screams. 

Fires that glow, 

Shrieks of woe, 

Sullen moans. 

Hollow groans, 

And cries of tortur’d ghosts.® 


Milton’s description of the opening of hell-gates ought not here 
to be overlooked. 


. On a sadden open fly 
With impetuous recoil and jarrinj^ sound, 

Th’ infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harsh thunder ■■ — .* 

The same author has, in another performance, given an ex- 
cellent specimen in this way. 


Grate on their scrannel pipes of wretched straw.® 


He succeeds the bettw here, that what he says is evidently ac 
companied with a design of exciting^contempt. This induceth 
us to make allowance Tor his leaving the oeaten road in search 
of epithets. In this passage of the Odyssey — 

I Essay on Criticism. * Ibid. • 

Ode on St. Cecilia’s Day. * Paradise Lost, B. ii. 

Lycidas. An imitation of a line of Viryil, Ed. iii. 

Stridenti miserum stipula diapcrdere carmen. 
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. His bloody hand 

Snatch’d two unhappy of my martial band ; 
And dash’d like dogs against the stony floor ; ® 


the sound, but not the abruptness of the crash, is, I imagine, 
better imitated than in the original, which on account of b^otli, 
especially the last, wa^ much admired by the critic of Halicar- 
nassus. An excellent j^ttempt in this way we have in a poem 
of Dyer ; 


■ The Pilgrim oft 

At dead of night mid his orafson hears 
Aghast the voice of time, disparting towers, 
Tumbling all precipitate down -dash’d, 

Rattling around, loud thundering to the inoon.^ 


But the best example to be found in our language is, in my 
opinion, the following lines of Mr. Pope, 

What ! like Sir Richard, rumbling, rough, and fierce, 

With arms, and George, and Brunswick crowd the verso, 

Rend with tremendous sounds your ears asunder ? 

With gun, drum, trumpet, blunderbuss, and thunder ? 

Then all your muse’s softer art display. 

Let Carolina smooth the tuneful lay, 

Lull with Amelia’s liquid name the nine. 

And sweetly flow through all the royal line.® 

The success here is the greater that the author appears through 
the whole to deride the immoderate affectation of this over-rated 
beauty, with which some modern poetasters are so completely 
dazzled. On the whole, the specimens produced, though per- 
haps as good as any of the kind extant in our language, serve 
to evince rather how little than how much can be done in this 
way, and how great scope there is here for the fancy to in- 
fluence the judgment. 

But there are other subjects beside sound, to which language 
is capable of bearing some resemblance. Time and motion, for 
example, or whatever can admit the epithets of quick and slow, 
is capable in some degree of being imitated by speech. In 
language there are long and short, syllables, one of the former 
being equal or nearly equal to two of the latter. As these may 
be variously combined in a sentence, and syllables of either 
kind may be made more or less to predominate, the sentence 
may be rendered b;^ the’ sound more or less expressive or 
celerity or tardiness. And though even here the power ot 
speech seems to be much limited, there being but two degrees 

• Pope’s Od. lit Homer thus. 

Ivt h ivtt nvri yatn 

Koirr * - - * 1 

7 Ruins of Rome, Dodsley’s Collection, vol. i. ® ** 
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in syllables, whereas the natural degrees of quickness or slow- 
ness in motion or action may be infinitely varied, yet on this 
subject the imitative povcer of articulate sounds seems to be 
greater and more distinctive than on any other. This appears 
to particular advantage in verse, when, without violating the 
rules of prosody, a greater or a less jiumber of syllables is 
made to suit the time. Take the following example from 
Milton, 

When the merry bells ring round, 

And the jocund rebecs sound, 

T6 many ti yfiuth and many S maid 
Dancing in the chequer’d shade.®. 


In this passage the third line, though consisting of ten sylla- 
bles, is, by means of two anapmsts, pronounced, without hurting 
the measure, in the same time with an iambic line of eight 
syllables, and therefore well adapted in sound to the airy 
diversion he is describing. At the same time It must be owned, 
that some languages have in this particular a remarkable 
BUperiority over others. In English the iambic verse, which 
is the commonest, admits here and there the insertion of a 
spondee, for protracting, or of an anapmst, as in the example 
quoted, for quickening the expression.^ 

But, in iny opinion, Greek and Latin have here an advan^ 
tage, at least in their heroic measure, over all modern tongues. 
Accordingly, Homer and Virgil furnish us with some excellent 
specimens in this way. But that we may know what our own 
tongue and metre is capable of effectitig, let us recur to our own 
poets, and first of all to the celebrated translator of the Grecian 
bard. I have made choice of him the ratlier, as he was per- 
fectly sensible of this beauty in the original, which he copied, 
and endeavoured, as much as the materials he had to work 
upon would permit him, to exhibit it in his version. Let us 
take for an example the punishment of Sisyphus in the other 
world, a passage which had on this very account been much 
admired m Homer by all the critics both ancient atid modern. 

Up the high hill he heaves a huge round stone ; 

The huge round stone resulting with a bound. 

Thunders impetuous down, and smokes along the ground.* 


® h’Altegro. 

Perhaps the feet employed in ancient poetry are not in strict propriety 
^pphcable .to the measures adopted by the English prosody. It is not my 
. at present to enter into this curious question. It suffices that 1 

wh* k rhythmus in our verse plainly aiscernible by the ear, and 

fK- least bears some analogy to the Greek anj Latin feet, makes 

their names sufficiently intelligible. 

Aftflii' avoi »$§crkt vort 

Autii iviirct vtiwit Od. 

Y 
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It IS remarkable that Homer (though greatly preferable to his 
translator in both) hath succeeded best in describing the fall 
of the stone, Pope, in relating how it was heaved up the hill. 
The success of the English poet here is not to be ascribed 
entirely to the length of the syllables, but partly to another 
cause, to be explained afterwards. 

I own I do not approve the expedient which this admirable 
versifier hath used, of introducing an Alexandrine line for 
expressing rapidity. I entirely agree with Johnson,® that this 
kind of measure is rather stately than swift : yet our poet hath 
assigned this last quality as the reason of his choice. I was 
too sensible,” saj^s he in the margin, of the beauty of this, not 
to endeavour to imitate it, though unsuccessfully. 1 have, there- 
fore, thrown it into the swiftness of an Alexandrine, to make it 
of a more proportionable number of syllables with the Greek.” 
Ay, but to resemble in length is one thing, and to resemble in 
swiftness is another. The diflference lies here ; in Greek, an 
hexameter verse whereof all the feet save one are dactyls, 
though it hath several syllables more, is pronounced in the 
same time with an hexameter verse whereof all the feet save 
one are spondees, and is, therefore, a just emblem of velocity; 
that is, of moving a great way in a short time. Whereas the 
Alexandrine line, as it consists of more syllables than the 
common English heroic, requires proportionably more time to 
the pronunciation. For this reason, the same author. In 
another work, has, I think, with better success, mkde choice 
of this very measure to exhibit slowness : 

A needless Alexandrine ends the song, 

That, like a wounded snake, drags its slow length along.* 

It deserves our notice,’ that in this couplet he seems to give it 
as his opinion of the Alexandrine, that it is a dull and tardy 
measure. Yet, as if there were no end of his inconsistency on 


In Latin verse, Vida, in his Art of Poetry, hath well exemplified this beauty, 
from his great master Virgil. 

.*■ 

Ille autem membris, ac mole ignavius ingefns 
Incedit tardo molimine subsidendo. 

Here not only the frequency of the spondees, but the difficulty of forming the 
elisions ; above all, the spondee in the fifth foot of the second line instead ot 
a dactyl, greatly retard the motion. For the contrary expresfiioi#*<>f speed, 

Si se forte cavl extnlerit mala vipera terr&, 

Tolle moras, cape saxa manu, cape roborait pastor, 

Fert^ citi fiammas, date tela, repeUite pestem. 

Here everything concurs to accelerate the motion, the number of dactyls, no 
elision, no diphthong, no concurrence of consonants, unless where a long sy ' 
lable is necessary, and eyen there the oonsouauts of easy joronunciation. 

» Rambler, No. 92. , * Essay on Criticism. 
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this subject, he iutroduceth aline of the same kind a little after 
in the same piece, to represent uncommon speed: 


Not so when swift Camilla scours the plain,* 

Flies o’er th’ unbending corn, and skims along the main. ® 

A most wonderful and peculiar felicity in this measure to be 
alike adapted to imitate the opposite qualities of swiftness and 
slowness. Such contradictions would almost tempt one to sus- 
])ect that this species of resemblance is imaginary altogether. 
Indeed, the fitness of the Alexandrine to express, in a certain 
degree, the last of these qualities, may be allowed, and is easily 
accounted for. But no one would ever have dreamt of its fit- 
ness for the first, who had not been misled by an erroneous 
conclusion from the effect of a very different measure, Greek 
and Latin hexameter. Yet Pope is not the only one of our 
poets who hath fallen into this error. Dry den had preceded 
him in it, and even gone much further. Not satisfied with the 
Alexandrine, he hath chosen a line of fourteen syllables, for 
expressing uncommon celerity: 

Which urg’d, and labour’d, and forc’d up with pain, 

Recoils, and rolls impetuous down, and smokos along the plain. ® 


Pope seems to have thought that in this instance, though the 
principle on which Dryden proceeded was good, he had ex- 
ceeded all reasonable bounds in applying it; for it is this very 
line which he hath curtailed into an Alexandrine in the pas- 
sage from the Odyssey already quoted. Indeed, the impro- 
priety here is not solely in the measure, but also in the 
diphthongs oi, and ou;, and at, so frequently recurring, than 
which nothing, not even a collision of jarring consonants, is 
less fitted to express speed. The only word m the line that 
seems adapted to the poet’s view is the term impetuous^ in 
which two short sylables, being crowded into the time of one, 
nave an effect similar to that produced by the dactyl in Greek 
and Latin. Creech, without the aid^of an Alexandrine, hath 
been equally, if not more uusuecessful. The same line of the 
Latin poet he thus translates : 

And with swift force rolls thro’ the humble plain. 

Here the sentiment, instead of being imitated, is contrasted by 
the expression. A more crawling spondaic verse our heroic 
Measure hardly ever admits. 

At the same time, in justice to English prqsody, it ought 
to be renmrked, that it compriseth one kind of metre, the 


® Essay on Criticism. 


« Lucretius, B. ii!. 



324 THE PHILOSOPHY [book m. 

anapsestic, which is very fit for expressing celerity, perhaps as 
much as any kind of measure, ancient or modern. But there 
is in it a light familiarity, which is so ill adapted to the majesty 
of the iamhic, so as to render it but rarely admissible into 
poems written in this measure, and, consequently, either into 
tragedy or into epic. ^ 

Ere I conclude what may be said on the subject of motion, 
I shall observe further, that there* are other affections of 
motion beside swiftness and slowness, such as vibration, inter- 
mission, inequality, which, to a certain degree, may be imitated 
in the sound of the description. The expression. 


Troy’s turrets tottered 


in the translation of the Iliad, is an instance of the first, the 
vibration being represented by the frequent and quick re- 
currence of the same letters, ranged a little differently. In 
the line 


Tumbling all precipitate down-dash’d, 


already quoted from the Ruins of Rome, there is an attempt 
to imitate the motion as well as the sound. The last of the 
four following lines from Milton contains also a tolerable 
imitation of both: 


Oft on a plat of rising ground, 

I hear the far-off curfew sound. 
Over some wide-watered shore. 
Swinging slow with sullen roar. 7 


Another very natural subject of imitation is size, or what- 
ever the terms great or little may be applied to, literally or 
metaphorically. Things grand may be imitated by long and 
well-sounding words, things bulky by long and ill-sounding 
words, things little by short words. The connexion here is 
as obvious as in either or the two former cases; but the power 
of our language is rather less. It affords so little variety m 
the choice of words in respect of length, that often the 
grandest objects in nature cannot be expressed with propnety 
otherwise than by a poor monosyllable. Bulkiness, accom- 
panied with motion, will fall to be exemplified in the next 
article. ^ . 

A fourth sul^ect of imitation in language is difficulty ana 
ease. There is a considerable difference in this respect m 
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the pronunciation of different words and sentences, which, if 
happily accommodated to the sentiment, adds to the effect of 
the expression. If, for instance, what is difficult! v acted be 
difficultly pronounced, and if, on the contrary, wfiat is per- 
formed with facility be uttered with ease, there will result a 
certain degree of vivacity from this slight resemblance. For 
it is an invariable maxim, that the ear is grated with hearing 
what the organs of .speech find it uneasy to articulate. 
Several things contribute to render pronunciation difficult. 
First, the collision of vowels ; that is when one syllable ends 
with a vowel, and the next (it matters not whether it be in 
the same word or not) begins with the same vowel, or with 
one which approaches to it in the sound. Ke-^nter, co- 
opex'ate, re-inforce, r<2-animate, tho’ oft, the ear, the open, arc 
examples of this. A certain effort is required to keep them 
as it were asunder, and make both be distinctly heard as 
belonging to different syllables. When the vowels are very 
unlike in sound, or the formation of the one is easily accom- 
plished after the articulation of the other, they have not the 
same effect. Thus, in the words variety, coeval, the collision 
doth not create a perceptible difficulty. Now, as difficulty is 
generally the cause of slowness in any operation, such a clash- 
ing of vowefs is often employed to represent a tardy or linger- 
ing motion.® A second cause of difficulty in utterance is the 
frequent recurring of the aspirate (h,) especially when placed 
between two vowels that are both sounded. It is this which 
renders the translation of the passage above quoted from the 
Odyssey so significant of the same qualities. 


Up the /iigh Aill he /*eaves a /mge round stone. 

A like effect is produced by any of the mutes that are aspi- 
rated, as the th and phy or fy especially if combined with other 
consonants: The following line of Chaucer is not a bad 
example of this: 


He through the thickest of the throng gan threke. ® 


A third cause of difficulty in pronunciation is the clash of two 
or more jarring consonants. Some consonants are easily conj- 
oined; the combinations of such are not expressive of this 
quality, but it is not so with all. An instance of this difficulty 
We have in the following line : 

® It is chiefly from this cause that the line in the Odyssey above quoted is 
^jj^'JPressive of both. Assy am 
Knight’s Tale^ 
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And strains ^ from hard bound brains^ six lines a-year. ^ 

We have here once five consonants, sometimes four, and some- 
times three, which are all pronounced without an intervening 
vowel. The difficulty is rendered still more sensible by the 
double pause, which occasions a very drawling movement. 
Another example I shall take from the same author. 


When Ajax strives some rock’s vast weight to throw, 

The line too labours, and the words move slow. ^ 

# 


In the first of these lines, the harsh combination of consonants 
make the difficulty of pronunciation very observable ; in the 
second, the author hath not been so successful. I know not 
how it might affect the more delicate ear of an Italian, but 
if we compare it with the generality of English verses, we 
shall find it remarkably easy and flowing. It has nothing 
in respect of sound, either in the syllables separately or in tlie 
measure, that in the least favours the sentiment, except only 
in its ending in a spondee, instead of an iambus. But this is 
too common in our poesy to have any effect that is worthy of 
notice. Vida’s translator, in a passage extremely similar, hath 
been happier, if he may not be thought to have exceeded in 
this respect : 


If some large weight his huge arm strive to shove, 

The verse too labours, the throng'd words scarce move. * 

First, the word verse is harsher than line ; secondly, the ending 
is in two spondees, which, though perhaps admissible into the 
iambic measure, is very rare, and hath for that reason a more 
considerable effect. A fourth cause of difficulty in the pronun- 
ciation is the want of harmony in the numbers. This is fre- 
quently an effect of some of the fore-mentioned causes, and 
may be illustrated by some of the examples already quoted. 
In the following passage from Milton, one of the most unhar- 
monious in the book, hugeness of size, slowness and difficulty 
of motion, are at once aptly imitated ; 

Part, hug© of bulk I 

Wallowing, uawieldy, enormous in their gait, 

Tempest tho ocean. • 

An illuBtration of tardiness, difBcnlty, and hesitancy through 
fear, the same author hath also given us in the jll-oompactea 
lines which foll<5w : 

^ Pope, Fragment of a Satire. * £ssay on Critic^w* 

«Pitt. *Paradiiwl 40 «ts B. vii. 
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He came/ and with him Eve/ more loth/ tho’ first 
To offend, discountenanc’d both, and discomposed.® 

Several of the foregoing causes concur in the following 
couplet ; 

So ho with difficulty and labour hard, 

Mov’d on, with difficulty and labour he.® 


A fifth cause of dIflSculty, the last I shall take notice of, is 
when there is a frequent* recurrence of the same letters or 
syllables, especially where the measure requires a quick pro- 
nunciation, because then there is the greatest risk of mistake 
and confusion.^ 

I shall just mention another subject of imitation by sound 
which is very general, and may be said to comprehend every 
thing not included in» those above mentioned. The agreeable 
in things may be adumbrated to us by smooth and pleasant 
sounds, the disagreeable by such as are harsh and grating. 
Here, it must be owned, the resemblance can be but very 
remote, yet even here it will sometimes serve to enliven the 
expression. 

Indeed the power of numbers, or of a series of accordant 
sounds, is much more expressive than that of single sounds. 
Accordingly, in poetry we are furnished with the T)e8t 
examples in all the kinds ; and as the writer of odes hath 
in this respect a much greater latitude than any other kind of 
versifier, and at pleasure may vary his measure with his sub- 
ject, I shall take a few illustrations from our lyric poets. All 
sorts of English verse, it hath been justly remarked, are 
reducible to three, the iambic, the trochaic, and the anapaestic. 
In the first of these the even syllables are accented, as 
some choose to express it, or as others, the even syllables are 
long ; in the second it is on the odd syllables that the accent 
rests; in the third, two unaccented syllables are followed by 
one accented. The nearer the verses of the several kinds 
are to perfection, the more exactly they correspond with the 
definitions just now given; though each kind admits devia- 
tions to a certain degree, and in long poems even requires 
them, for the sake of variety. The iambus is expressive of 
dignity and grandeur; the trochee, *on the contrary, according 

J Paradise Lost, B. x. ® Paradise Lost, B. ii, 

" An excellent ex^ple of this kind we have from the Iliad, 

IlaXXa MTHfrctf vagavra rt 

This recurrence is the happier here, as it is peculiarly descriptive of rugged 
and jolting motion. 
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to Aristotle,® is frolicsome and gay. It were diflScult to assign 
a reason of this difference that would be satisfactory; but of 
the thing itself, I imagine, most persons will be sensible on 
comparing the two kinds together. I know not whether it 
will be admitted as a sufficient reason, that the distinction 
into metrical feet hath a much greater influence in poetry on 
the rise and fall of the«voice, than the distinction into words; 
and if so, when the cadences happen mostly after Jong 
syllables, the verse will naturally have an air of greater gravity, 
than when they happen mostly after the short. An example 
of the different effects of these two measures we have in tlic 
following lines of an admired modern, whose death lately af- 
forded a just subject of lamentation to every good man as well 
as to every friend of the muses. 


Thee the voice, the dance obey, 

Temper’d to thy warbled lay. 

O’er Idalia’s velvet green 

The. rosy crowned loves are seen ♦ 

On Oytherea’s day. 

With antic sports, and blue ey’d pleasures, 

Frisking light in frolic measures; 

Now pursuing, now retreating, 

Now in circling troops they meet ; 

To brisk notes in cadence beating, 

Glance their many-twinkling feet. 

Slow melting strains their queen’s approach declare: 
Where’er she turns the Graces homage pay. 

With arms sublime, that float upon the air, 

In gliding state she wins her easy way; 

O’er her warm cheek and rising bosom move 

The bloom of young desire, and purple light of love.® 


The expression of majesty and grace in the movement of the 
six last lines is wonderfully enhanced by the light and airy 
measure of the lines that introduce them. — The anapaest is capa- 
ble, according as it is applied, of two effects extremely different; 
first it is expressive of ease and familiarity, and accordingly is 
often used with success both in familiar epistles and in pastoral. 
The other effect is an expression of hurry, confusion, and pre- 
cipitation. These two, however different, may be thus ac- 
counted for. The first is a consequence of its resemblance to 
the style of conversation: there are so many particles in our 
language, such as monosyllabic pronouns, prepositions, con- 
junctions, and articles, on which the accent never rests, that the 
short syllables are greatly^supemumerary. One consequence 
of this is, that common chat is with greater ease, as I imagine, 
reduced to this measure, than to any other. The second con- 
sequence ariseth purely from its rapidity compared with other 
measures. Thfe effect it is especially fitted to produce, when 


* Khct. Lib. iii. 


• Gray’s Progress of Poesy. 
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it Is contrasted with the gravity of the iambic measure, as may 
be done in the ode; and when the style is a little elevated, so as 
to be sufficiently distinguished from the style of conversation. 
All these kinds have been employed wdth success in the Alex- 
ander’s Feast, an ode that hath been as much celebratedtjls 
perhaps any in our language, and from which I propose to pro- 
duce some illustrations. The poet, on n^ecognizing Jove as the 
father of his hero, hath used the most regular and perfect 
iambics — ^ 


The Ifst’ninp: crowd adrafre the 16fty sound, 
A present deity “they shout around, 

A present dt^ity the vaulted roofs rebound. 
With ravish’d ears 
The monarch hears, 

Assumes the god 
Affects to nod. 

And seems to shake the spheres. 


But when he comes to sing the jovial god of wine, he very 
judiciously changes the measure into the brisk trochaic. 


Bacchus (fver fair and y6ung. 
Drinking joys did first ordain. 
Bacchus blessings are a treasure. 
Drinking is the soldier’s pleasure. 
Rich the treasure, 

Sweet the pleasure, 

Sw<5et is pleasure after pain. 


Again, when he describes his hero as wrought up to madness, 
and setting fire to the city in a fit of revenge, he with great 
propriety exhibits this phrenzy in rapid anapaests, the effect of 
which is set off the more strongly by their having a few iambic 
lines interspersed. 

Revenge, revenge, Timotheus cries, 

See the f^dries arise ! 

See the snakes that they r(far, 

How they hiss in their hair, 

And the sparkles that flash from their eyes 1 — 

Behold how they toss their tbrehes on high, 

How they p6int to the Persian abodes 
And glittering t«lraples of their h6stile gods. 

The princes applaud with a fdrious joy ; 

And the king seiz’d a flambeau with z^al to destr6y 

So much for the power of numbers. It may not be amiss 
ffow, ere I conclude this topic, to make a few cursory remarks 
on the imitative powers of the several letters which are the 
dements of all articulate sounds.^ And first, soft and delicate 
sounds are mostly occasioned by an- equal iftixture of conso- 
nants wdth short and monophthong vowels; the consonants 
oeing chiefly those denominated liquids, /, m, n, r, and those 
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amoiig the mutes called slender, jt>, or c, and cJt when they 
sound as k ; to these add v, also and s, when they sound as in 
the e'^ords Zion mA.Asia, In like manner the duplication 
of a jl^nsonant sounds more delicately than the combination of 
consonants. Thus ammiro is softer than admiroy fatio 
atto than apto^ and disse than diwe. Secondly, 
strbig and loud sounds'are better exhibited by diphthongs and 
lon^ vowels, those of the mutes called middle, and which com- 
pamtively may be termed hardy by dy gy in both its sounds, and 
j; especially when these are combined with liquids which 
render them more sonorous, without occasioning harshness, as 
in the words, bombardy thundery clangoury hludgeoiiy grumble. 
Thirdly, to roughness the letter h contributes as well as the 
gutturals. Such is the Greek ^y to which there is no corre- 
^onding sound in English, though there is in Spanish and in 
German ; also those of the mutes called aspirates, as /, or p/i, 
and thy in both its sounds,^ the double r, and all uncouth com- 
binations. Fourthly, to sharp and cutting sounds the following 
letters best contribute, s when it sounds as in massy c when it 
has the same sound, ch when it sounds as in chidey Xy shy and leh ; 
from the abounding of which letters and combinations amongst 
us, foreigners are apt to remark I know not what appearance 
of whistling or hissing in our conversation. Indeed, the word 
whistle is one whose sound is as expressive of the signification 
as perhaps any other word whatever. Fifthly, obscure and 
tingling sounds are best expressed by the nasals, ng and nky 
as in Hngingy swingingy twangingy sinking ; by the suy as in 
snuffley sneezcy snort; and even by the n simply when it follows 
another liquid or a mute, and when the vowel (if there be a 
vowel interposed between it and the precedent consonant) is not 
very audibly pronounced, as in mom, horuy sullen y fallen y 
boundeuy gotteuy heholderiy holpen , — This sound formerly much 
abounded in English. It was not only the termination of many 
of the participles, but also of most plurals both of nouns and 
of verbs. As a plural termination, if we except a very few 
nouns, we may say it is now entirely banished, and very much, 
perhaps too much, disused in participles. The sound is unmusi- 
cal, and consequently when too frequent, offensive, but may 
nevertheless have a good effect when used sparingly. Besides, 
it would be convenient, especially In verse, that we could 
oftener distinguish the preterite from the participle, than our 
language permits. 

JTow, of the five sorts of sound above 
remarked by the way, that the first is 
Italian, the second of the Spanish, the thi 

1 Of these one occurs in the noun breath t the other in the verb breathe- 
The tirst h the roughest. 


explained, it may be 
characteristic of the 
rd of the Dutch, and 
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perhaps of most of the Teutonic dialects : the fourth of the 
jEnglish, and the fifth of the French, whose final m and w, when 
not followed by a vowel, and whose terminations ent and ant are 
much more nasal than the ng and nk of the English. I sus- 
pect too, both from their prosody and from their pronunciation, 
that ofall the languages above mentioned, the French is the least 
capable of that kind of imitation of whitjh I have been speaking. 
On the other hand, I think, but in this opinion I am not confident, 
that of all those languages the English is, on the whole, the most 
capable. There is perhaps no particular excellence of sound 
in which it is not outdone by one or other of them ; the Italian 
hath doubtless more sweetness, the Spanish more majesty, the 
German perhaps more bluster: but none of them is in this 
respect so various as the English, and can equal it in all the 
qualities. 

So much for the properties in things that are susceptible of 
a kind of imitation by language, and the degree in which they 
are susceptible. 


Part II. — In what esteem* ought this kind of Imitation to be 
held ; and tohen ought it to he attempted ? 

It remains now to consider what rank ought to be assigned 
to this species of beauty, and in what cases it ought to be at- 
tempted. 

As to the first of these inquiries, from what hath been already 
said it appears very plain that the resemblance or analogy 
which the sound can be made in any case to bear to the sense, 
is at best, when we consider the matter abstractly, but very re- 
mote. Often a beauty of this kind is more the creature of the 
reader’s fancy, than the effect of the writer’s ingenuity. 

Another observation which will assist us in determining this 
question is, that when the other properties of elocution are at- 
tained, the absence of this kind of imagery, if I may express 
It by so strong a term, occasions no defect at all. We never 
miss it. We never think of it. Whereas an ambiguous, ob- 
scure, improper, languid, or inelegant expression is quickly dis- 
co\%red by a person of knowledge and taste, and pronounced 
to be a blemish. Nor is this species of resemblance to be con- 
sidered as on the same footing with^thoae superior excellencies, 
the want of which, by reason of their uncommonness, is never 
censured as a fault, but which, when present, give rise to the 
highest admiration. On the contrary, not the absence only, 
hut even the attainment of thjs resemblance, as far as it is at- 
tainable, runs more risk of passing unheeded* than any other 
species of beauty in the style. I ought however to except from 
this the imitation produced by the different kinds of measure 
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in poetry, which, I acknowledge, is sufficiently observable, and 
hath a much stronger effect than any other whereof language 
alone is susceptible. The reason why in other cases it may so 
readily pass unnoticed, is, tluCt even the richest and most diver- 
sified language hath very little power, as hath been shown 
already, in this particular. It is therefore evident that if the 
merit of every kind of rhetorical excellence is to be ascertained 
by the effect, and I know of no other standard, to this species 
we can only assign with justice the very lowest rank. It ought 
consequently ever to give place to the other virtues and orna- 
ments of elocution, and not they tq it. 

As to the other question. In what cases it may bQ proper to 
aim at the similitude in sound of whicli I have been treating; 
those cases will appear to one who attentively considers what 
hath been already advanced on the subject, to be comparatively 
few. Hardly any compositions in prose, unless those whose end 
is to persuade, and which aim at a certain vehemence in style 
and sentiment, ^ve access to exemplify this resemblance. And 
even in poetry it is only the most pathetic passages, and the 
descriptive parts, to which the beauty whereof I am speaking 
seems naturally adapted. The critical style, the argumentative, 
and the didactic, by no means suit it. Yet it may be said, that 
some of the examples above quoted for the illustration of this 
subject are taken from writings of the kind last mentioned, 
from Pope on Criticism, and Vida on Poesy. But it must he 
observed that the authors, in the passiiges alluded to, arc dis- 
coursing on this very subject. An exemplification was there- 
fore necessary in them, in order to convey to their readers a 
distinct idea of what they meant to recommend. 

I must further observe, that even in those poems wherein 
this kind of resemblance is most suitable, it is only in a few 
passages, when something more striking than ordinary comes 
to be described, that it ought to be attenipted. This beauty 
in language is not to be considered as bearing an analogy to 
dress by which the whole person is adorned, but to those 
jewels which are intended solely for the decoration of certain 
parts, and whose effect depends ver;y much on their being 
placed with judgment. It is an invariable rule, that in every 
poem and oration, whatever be the subject, the languag8, m 
the general tenor of it, ought to be harmonious and easy. ^ 
deviation in a few particuljir passages may not only be pardon- 
able, but even meritorious. Yet this merit, when there is a 
merit in introducing harsh sounds and jarring numbers, as on 
some occasions there doubtless is, receives great relief from its 
contrariety to the general flow of the style. And with 
to the general *flow, as I observed already, the rule holus 
invariably. Supposing the subject of the piece were the twelve 
labours of Hercules, should the poet, in order to adapt his Ian- 
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guage to his theme, choose words of the most difficult utter- 
ance, and through the whole performance studiously avoid 
harmony and grace, far from securing to himself admiration, 
he would not even be read. 

1 shaU only add, that though it is not prudent in an author 
to go a step out of his way in quest of this capricious beauty, 
who, when she does not act spontffneously, does nothing 
gracefully, a poet in particular may not unreasonably be more 
solicitous to avoid her opposite, especially In the expression 
of the. more striking thoughts; as nothing in such a case can 
be more ungraceful in the style, than when, either in sound or 
in measure, it serves as a contrast to the sentiment. 


CHAPTEK IL 

Of Vimcity as depending on the Number of the Words, 


Section I. — This Quality explained and exemplified. 


When I entered on the subject of vivacity, ^ I observed that 
this quality of style mi^ht result either from a happy choice of 
words, from their nuniber, or from their arrangement. The 
first I have already discussed, and shown how words may con- 
duce to vivacity, not only from their sense, whether they be 
proper or figurative, but also from their sound. 

I come now to consider how far vivacity may be affected by 
the number of the words. On tliis article it may be established 
as a maxim that admits no exception, and it is the only maxim 
which this article admits, that the fewer the words are, pro- 
vided neither propriety nor perspicuity be violated, the ex- 
pression is always the more vivid. “Brevity,” says Shak- 
speare, “ is the soul of wit.”^ Thus much is certain, that of 
whatever kind the sentiment be, witty, humorous, grave, ani- 
mated, or sublime, the more briefly it is expressed, the energy 
18 the greater, or the sentiment is the more enlivened, and the 
partiemar quality for which it is eminent the more displayed. 

Among the ancients the Lacedfiomonians were the most 
remarkable for conciseness. To use few words, to speak ener- 
getically, and to be laconic, were almost synonymous. As 
jvhen the rays of the sun are collected into the focus of a 
burning-glass, the smaller the spot is which receives them, 
* Book IILChnp.i, » Harolct. 
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compared with the surface of the glass, the greater is the 
splendour ; or as in distillation, the less the quantity of spirit 
is, that is extracted by the still, compared with the quantity of 
liquor from which the extraction is made, the greater is the 
strength ; so in exhibiting our sentiments by speech, the nar- 
rower the compass of words is, wherein the thought is com- 
prised, the more energetic is the expression. Accordingly we 
shall find, that the very same sentiment expressed dilfusely, 
will be admitted barely to be just ; expressed concisely, will 
be admired as spirited. 

To recur to examples, the famous answer returned by the 
Countess of Dorset, to the letter of Sir Joseph Williamson, 
secretary of state to Charles the Second, nominating to her a 
member for the borough of Appleby, is an excellent illustration 
of this doctrine. have been bullied,” says her ladyship, 
by an usurper, I have been neglected by a court, but I will 
not be dictated to by a subject; your man sh’n’t stand.” ^ If 
we consider the meaning, there is mention made here of two 
facts, which it was impossible that any body of common sense, 
in this lady’s circumstances, should not have observed, and of 
a resolution in consequence of these, which it was natural for 
every person who had a resentment of bad usage to make. 
Whence then results the vivacity, the fire which is so manifest 
in the letter ? Not from any thing extraordinary in the matter, 
but purely from the laconism of the manner. An ordinary 
spirit would have employed as many pa^es to express the same 
thing, as there are affirmations in this short letter. The 
epistle might in that case have been very sensible, and withal 
very dull, but would never have been thought worthy of being 
recorded as containing any thing uncommon, or deserving a 
reader’s notice. 

Of all our English poets none hath more successfully studied 
conciseness, or rendered it more conducive to vivacity, than 
Pope. Take the following lines as one example of a thousand 
which might be produced from his writings : — 

See how the world its veterans rewards 1 

A youth of frolics, an old age of cards : 

Fair to no purpose, artful to no end ; 

Young without lovers, old without a friend ; 

A fop their passion, but their prize a sot : 

Alive ridiculous, and dead forgot.® 

Notfcng 18 more evident than that the same passage may have 

S eat beauties and great blemishes. There is a monotony in 
e measure of the above quotation (the lines being all so 
equally divided by the pauses) which would render it, xf much 
longer, almost ai tiresome to the ear as a spbech in a French 

• Catalogue of royal and noble authors. * Moral Essays, Ep. 
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tragedjT ; besides, the unvaried run of antitheses through five 
successive lines is rather too much, as it gives an air of quaint- 
ness to the whole. Yet that there is a great degree of live- 
liness in the expression is undeniable. This excellence is not, 
I acknowledge, to be ascribed solely to the brevity. Some- 
what is doubtless imputable both to the words themselves, and 
to their arrangement ; but the first mentioned is still the prin- 
cipal cause. The trope in the fifth line, their passion^ for the 
object of their passion, conduceth to vivacity, not only as being 
a trope, but as rendering the expression briefer, and thereby 
more nervous. Even the ©mission of the substantive verb, of 
the conjunctions, and of the personal pronouns, contribute not 
a little to the same end. Such ellipses are not indeed to be 
adopted into prose, and may even abound too much in verse. 
This author In particular hath sometimes exceeded in this way, 
and hath sacrificed both perspicuity and a natural simplicity of 
expression to the ambition of saying a great deal in few words. 
But there is no beauty of style for which one may not pay too 
high a price. And if any price ought to be deemed too high, 
either of these certainly ought ; especially perspicuity, because 
it is this which throws light on every other beauty. 

Propriety may sometimes be happily violated. An improper 
expression may have a vivacity, which, if we should reduce 
the words to grammatical correctness, would be annihilated. 
Shakspeare abounds in such happy improprieties. For in- 
stance, — 


And be these juggling fiends no more believed, 
That palter with us in a double sense. 

That keep the word of promise to our ear, 

And break it to our hope. ® 

In another place, 


.It is a custom, 

JHore honoured in the breach than the observance. ^ 


David’s accusation of Joab, that he had shed the blood of ivar 
in peace, ^ or what Solomon says of the virtuous woman, that 
eateth not the bread of idleness,* serves also to verify the 
same remark. Every body understands these expressions; 
every body that knows English perceives an impropriety in 
them, which it is perhaps impossible to mend without destroy- 
ing their energy.^ But a beauty th&t is unperoeivable is no 

° Macbeth. * Hamlet. 

1 Kiwa. U. 5. • Prov. xxxi.*87. 

The Hebraism in each of these quotations from Scripture constitutes the 
peculiarity ; and as the reasons are nearly equal with regard to all modern 
languages, for either admitting or rejecting an oriental idiom, the observa- 
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beauty. Without perspicuity, words are not signs, they are 
empty sounds; speaking is beating the air, and the most 
fluent declaimer is but as a sounding brass and a tinkling 
cymbal. 

Yet there is a sort and a degree of obscurity which ouglit 
not to be considered as falling under this censure. I speak 
not of those sentences Vherein more is meant than meets the 
ear, the literal meaning being intended purely to suggest a 
further meaning, which the speaker had chiefly in view. I 
gave some examples in this way when on the subject of per- 
spicuity, and showed that they are not to be regarded as ex- 
ceptions from the rule.^ But what I here principally allude 
to is a species of darkness, if I may call it so, resulting from 
an excess of vivacity and conciseness, which, to a certain de- 
gree, in some sorts of composition, is at least pardonable. In 
the ode, for instance, the enthusiastic fervour of the poet na- 
turally carries him to overlook those minutenesses in lan- 
guage, on which perspicuity very much depends. It is to 
abruptness of transition, boldness of figure, laconism of ex- 
pression, the congenial issue of that frame of mind in which 
the piece is composed, that we owe entirely the 

Thoughts that breathe, and words that burn. 

Hence proceeds a character of the writing, which may not 
unhappily be expressed In the words of Milton, Dark with 
excessive bright.” I have compared vivacity produced by a 

tion will equally affect other European tongues into which the Bible is trans- 
lated. A scrupulous attention to the purity of the language into w hich the 
version is made, must often hurt the energy of the expression. Sacy, 
in his translation hath been too solicitous to Frenchify the style of Scripture, 
hath made nonsense of the first passage, and (to say the least) has greatly 
enervated the second. The first he renders in such a manner as implies that 
Joab had killed Abner and Amasa oftencr than once, “ Ayant repandu Icur 
sang*’ He sang d’Abner et d* Amasa) “durant la paix, comme il avoit fait, 
durant la guerre.” A terrible man this Joab, 

And thrice he routed all his foes, and thrice ho slew the slain. 

The other passage he renders ** Elle n’a point mange son pain dans I’oisii^ete.'’ 
The meaning is very indistinctly expressed here. Can a sluggard be said to 
be idle when eating ? or does the most industrious disposition require that 
in the time of eating one should be employed in something else ? Such a trans- 
lation as this is too free to exhibit the style of the original, too literal to ex- 
press the sense, and therefore is tinlucky enough to hit neither. Diodati hath 
succeeded better in both. The last he renders literally as we do, and the 
first in this manner, ** Spandendo in tempo di pace, il sangue che si spaime 
in battaglia. ” This clearly enough exhibits the sense, and is sufficiently 
literal. The leaning of the other passage, stripped of the idiom and ex- 
pressed in plain English, is neither more nor less than this — “ She eateth nvit 
the bread which sire hath not earned.” In many cases it may be difficult t<) 
say whether propriety or energy should have the preference. I thUik it sater 
in every dubious case to secure the former. 

* Book II. Chap. viii. Sect. 2. 
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happy conciseness to the splendour occasioned by concentrat- 
ing sunbeams into a little spot. Now, if by means of this the 
light is rendered dazzling, it is no more a fit medium for 
viewing an object in, than too weak a light would be. 
Though the causes be contrary, the eflfects are in this respect 
the same. Objects in both are seen, indistinctly. But the 
cases to which this observation is applicable are extremely 
few. 

Indeed, the concise manner in any form is not alike adapted 
to every subject. There are some subjects which it par- 
ticularly suits. For example, the dignity and authority of the 
preceptive style receives no small lustre from brevity. In the 
following words of Michael to Adam, how many important 
lessons are couched in two lines. 


Nor lovo thy life, nor hate ; but what thou liv’st. 
Live well; how long, or short, permit to Heaven.® 


The aphoristic style, and the proverbial, receive likewise 
considerable strength from the laconic manner. Indeed, 
these two styles differ from each other only as the one con- 
veys the discoveries in science, and the other the maxims of 
common life. In Swift’s Detached Thoughts we find a few 
specimens of this manner. The power of fortune is con- 
fessed by the miserable ; the happy ascribe all their success 
to merit.” — Every man desires to live long; but no man 
would be old.” — A nice man is a man of nasty ideas.” — 

The sluggard,” saith Solomon, hideth his hand in his 
bosom ; it grieveth him to bring it to his mouth.” ^ The 
desire of the slothful killeth him, for his hands refuse to la- 
bour.”^ — A fool,” says the son of Sirach, travaileth with 
a woi'd, as a woman in labour of a child.” ^ It is indeed true, 
that a great degree of conciseness is scarcely attainable, un- 
less the style be figurative ; but it is also true, that the viva- 
city of the expression is not to be attributed solely to the 
%ure, but partly to the brevity occasioned by the figure. 
But though the combination of the figurative with the con- 
cise is very common, it is not necessary. This will appear 
from some of the examples already given, wherein, though 
wo discover a happy comprehension ^f a great deal of mean- 
jug in little compass, there is neither trope nor figure. Noiv 
indeed, is there either of these, in the picture that Swift 
gives of himself, where he says, I am too prdUd to be vain,” 
lu which simplicity, perspicuity, and vivacity, #re all happily 
United. An inferior writer, in attempting to delineate fully 

® Paradise Lost. * Proverbs xxvi. 15. 

Ibid. xxi. 25. « Ecclus. xix. 11. 
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the snme character, would have employed many sentences, and 
not have said near so much. Further, the writer on politics 
often avails himself of a sententious conciseness, which adds 
no little energy to the sentiments he unfolds. Of the success- 
ful application of brevity in this way, we have an excellent 
model in the Spirit of Laws. It hath no bad effect, if used 
sparingly, even in narrative.^ 

On the other hand, the kinds of writing which are less 
susceptible of this ornament are the descriptive, the pathetic, 
the declamatory, especially the last. It is, besides, much 
more suitable in writing than in speaking. A reader has the 
command of his time ; he may read fast or slow, as he finds 
convenient; he can peruse a sentence a second time when 
necessary, or lay down the book and think. But if, in ha- 
ranguing to the people, you comprise a great deal in few 
words, the hearer must have uncommon quickness of appre- 
hension to catch your meaning, before you have put it out of 
his power, by engaging his attention to something else. In 
such orations, therefore, it is particularly unseasonable ; and 
by consequence it is, in all kinds of writing addressed to the 
people, more or less so, as they partake more or less of po- 
pular declamation. 


Section II . — The principal Offences against Brevity 
considered. 

But though this energetic brevity is not adapted alike to 
every subject, we ought on every subject to avoid its contrary, 
a languid redundancy of words. It is sometimes proper to be 
copious, but never to be verbose. I shall, therefore, now con- 
sider some of the principal faults against that quality of style 
of which I have been treating. 


Pabt I. — Tautology. 


The first I shall take not^e of is the tautology^ which is 
Mtber a repetition of the same sense in different words, or a 
representation any thing as the cause, condition, or con^ 

T The venit vidi%icU of Ceesar derives hen^e its principal bo^wity ; 

Isaw^ I conquered^ is not equal. So small a circumstance as the j. 

of the pronoun, without which the sentence in our language would appe 
maimed, takes much from its vivacity and force. 
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sequence of itself. Of the first, which is also the least, take 
the following example from Addison : 


The dawn is overcast; the morning lowers ; 

And heavily in clouds brings on the day® 


Here the same thought is repeated thrice in different words. 
Of the last kind I shall produce a specimen from Swift. 
look upon it as my duty^ so far as God hath enabled me, and 
as long as I keep within the bounds of truth, of duty^ and of 
decency — It would be strange indeed that any man should 
think it is duty to transgress the bounds of duty. Another 
example from the same hand you have in the words which 
follow : So it is, that I must be forced to get home partly by 

stealth, and partly by forced ^ ‘‘ How many are there,” says 

Bolingbroke, by whom these tidings of good news were 
never heard This is tidings of tidings^ or news of news. 

Never did Atticus succeed better in gaining the universal 
love and esteem of all men.”^ Either of the two words in 
italics might have been used, but not both. 

It is also considered as of the nature of tautology, to 
lengthen a sentence by coupling words altogether or nearly 
synonymous, whether they be substantives or adjectives, 
verbs or adverbs. This fault is very common, and to be 
found even in our best writers. the Attic common- 

wealth,” says Doctor Swift, it was the privilege and births 
right of every citizen and poe% to rail aloud and in puhlicr ^ 
— If he had said simply, In the Attic commonwealth it was 
the privilege of every citizen to rail in public,” — the sen- 
tence would have lost nothing of the sense. And it is an 
invariable maxim, that words which add nothing to the sense 
or to the clearness, must diminish the force of the expression. 
There are certain synonymas which it is become customary 
with some writers regularly to link together ; insomuch that 
a reader no sooner meets with one of them, than he antici- 
pates the introduction of its usual attendant. It is needless 
to quote authorities. I shall only produce a few of those 
couples which are wont to be thus conjoined, and which 
every English reader will recollect with ease. Such are, 
plain and enident^ clear and obvious^ worship and adoration, 
pleasure and satisfaction, bounds and limits, suspicion and 
J^lousy, courage and resolution, intents and purposes. The 
fi*oquent recui^renoe of such phrases is not indeed more repug- 
nant to vivacity than it is to dignity of style. ^ 

JCato, ® Letter to Lord LvUletoo, 

3 Letter to Sherideii. » Ph. Fr. 38. 

Spectator, No. 467. R. * Preface to the Tale of a Tub. 
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But is there no occasion on which synonymous words may 
be used properly ? I answer, There are two occasions ; and 
I do not at present recollect any other. One is, when an 
obscurer term, which we cannot avoid employing, on account 
of some connexion with what either precedes or follows, 
needs to be explained by one that is clearer. The other is, 
when the language of' the passions is exhibited. Passion 
naturally dwells on its object: the impassioned speaker al- 
ways attempts to rise in expression; but when that is im- 
practicable, he recurs to repetition and synonymy, and there- 
by in some measure produces the ,same effect. The hearer 
perceiving him, as it were, overpowered by his subject, and 
at a loss to find words adequate to the strength of his feel- 
ings, is by sympathy carried along with him, and enters into 
all his sentiments. There is in this case an expression in 
the very eflPort shown by recurring to synonymas, ^hich sup- 
plies the deficiency in the words themselves. Bollngbroke 
exclaims in an invective against the times, But all is little, 
and low, and mean among us.”^ It must be owned, that 
there is here a kind of amplification, or at least a stronger 
expression of indignation, than any one of these three epi- 
thets could have effected alone ; yet there is no climax in the 
sentence, and in this metaphorical use of the words, no sen- 
sible difference of signification.® But every body must per- 
ceive that this manner suits only the popular and declamatory 
style, and that in those compositions which admit no species of 
the pathetic, it can have no place. 

I observe further, that an adjective and its substantive 
will sometimes include a tautology. This happens when the 
former expresses nothing but what is implied in the signifi- 
cation of the latter. ^^Let them,” says the Craftsman, 

“ throw as much foul dirt at me as they please.” ^ Of the 
same stamp are, the verdant green^ the umbrageous shade, 
the sylvan forest^ expressions not frequently to be met with 
except perhaps in the writings of some of our minor poets. 
First aggressorsj standard •pattern^ subject^-matier^ and some 
few^ are much commoner, but deserve to be exploded for the 
same reason. 

Lastly, in some single words there is so much of the ap- 
pearance of tautology, that they ought in prose at least to be 
avoided. Such are, Mqst-kighesty worsevy lesser^ chiehst, 
extremest; for MosUdiighj worsen less, chiefs extreme, Ih^ 
first occurs often in the translation of the JPsalms inserted ni 
the liturgy, and has thence acquired something venerable m 

« Spirit of Patriofism. , .. 

® In these words of Cicero concernine Catftliae, Ahiit, excessit^ 
erupit," there is a stronger expression of trianipii than iU any of them sing y 
7 No. m 
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its appearance;^ the second, though used in Shakspeare’s 
time, is at present obsolete. I know not why the other three 
Iiave not before now shared the same fate. 


Part IL — Pleonasm, 

Another trespass against this species of vivacity is the pleo-^ 
nasm which implies barely superfluity, or more than enough. 
Here, though the words do not, as in the tautology, repeat 
the sense, they add nothing to it. For instance, “ They re- 
turned hack again to the same city from whence they came 
forth instead of They returned to the city whence they 
came.” - The five words hack^ again ^ sarne^ from^ and forth, 
arc mere expletives. They serve neither for ornament nor 
for use, and are therefore to be regarded as encumbrances. 

I went home,” says the Guardian, full of a great many 
serious reflections;”^ much better, ^Tull of serious reflections.” 

If he happens,” says the Spectator, “ to have any leisure 
upon his hands.^^^ To what purpose upon his hands'^ The 
everlasting club,” says the same author, ‘‘ treats all other clubs 
with an eye of contempt;”^ for treats all other clubs with 
contempt.” To treat taith the eye is also chargeable with 
impropriety and vulgarism. ^‘Flavia, who is the mamma,” says 
the Tatler, has all the charms and desires of youth still about 
herP^ The two last words are It least superfluous. 

In such a phrase as this, I wrote a letter to you yester- 
day,” the French critics would find a pleonasm ; because it 
means no more than what is clearly expressed in these words, 

I wrote to you yesterday.” Yet in the last form there is an 
ellipsis of the regimen of the active verb; and one would ima- 
gine that the supplying of an ellipsis could never constitute a 
pleonasm. It is at least certain, that where the supply is so 
nnnecessary, as it is here, it is better to follow the usual mode 
of speaking. But when any additional circumstance requires 
the insertion of the noun, the nicest judge will not condemn 
the expression as pleonastic; as I wrote you a long letter yes- 
terday,” This is the third letter I have written you on the 
same subject.”^ 


It is to this, I think, solely that the approbation of those whose ears are 
jeoustomed to that expression in public worship, is to be ascribed, and not, as 
Ur. Lowth supposes [Introd. Adject.], to a singular propriety from the sub- 
W to which it is applied, the Supreme Being, who is higher than the highest, 
or if this reason were good, wo should also find a singular propriety in the 
wisest and most hesU when applied to God, because ne is as cer- 
wiser than the wisest, and better tnan the best. By the same rule the 
would be ft title much more eraphatical than the Supreme Being, 
4 .^ 5 * 34, VKo.ia. » No. 73. ^ No. 200. 

deservea our notice^ thaton this article the idiom of the tongue hath great 
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It may not be improper here to remark, that every word that 
is accounted an expletive doth not always constitute a pleo- 
nasm. For example, the do and the did, as the signs of the 
tenses, are frequently necessary, and sometimes emphatical. 
The idiom of the language renders them for the most part ne- 
cessary in negation and interrogation; and even in affirmation 
they are found in certain circumstances to give an emphasis to 
the expression. For instance, Did I object to this measure 
formerly? I do object to it still.” Or, “ What I did publicly 
affirm then, I do affirm now, and I will affirm always.” The 
contrast of the different tenses, in these examples, is more pre- 
cisely marked by such monosyllables as are intended singly to 
point out that circumstance, than they can be by the bare in- 
flections of the verb. The particle there, when it is not an ad- 
verb of place, may be considered as a kind of expletive, since 
we cannot assign to it a separate sense. Nevertheless it is no 
pleonasm; for though it is not easy to define in words the im- 
port of such terms, yet if the omission of them make the ex- 
pression appear either stiff or defective, they are not to be re- 
garded as useless. 

Lastly, I shall observe on this subject, that as there are some 
single words which have I know not what air of tautology, 
there are some also which have a pleonastic appearance. Such 
are the following, unto, until, selfsame, foursquare, devoid, de- 
spoil, disannul, muchwhat, oftentimes, nowadays, downfall, fur- 
thermore, wherewithal; for fo, till, same, square, void, spod,^ 
annul, much, often, now, fall, further, wherewith. The use of 
such terras, many writers have been led into, partly from the 
dislike of monosyllables, partly from the love of variety. The 
last end it hardly answers, as the simple word is still included; 
and as to the first, I am persuaded that this dislike hath carried 
some modern writers to the other extreme, and, I imagine, the 
worse extreme of the two. It hath proceeded on an opinion, 
which I shall afterwards evince to be erroneous, that a frequent 
recurrence of monosyllables is inconsistent with harmony. 
However, with regard to the words specified, it would not be 
right to preclude entirely the use of them in poetry, where the 
shackles of metre render variety more necei^sary, but they ought 
to be used very sjparingly, if at all in prose. 

It is worth while to remark, that the addition of a short 
^yUable to the termination of a word, when that syllable hath 

hijStiettce, iiisomuchthatan expression in one lan^agenjay contain a pleonasm, 
wMchi if literally rendered into another, would expresi no more than is „ 
necessary. Thus the phrase ia Frehchi “ U hil des epups de 
is pleonastic: but there is no pleonasm in these wor^kt Engllsh> “ Hega 
him blows with his hand.** On the contrary, “ II lui donna des coups de ; 

is proper in French. * * He gave him blows with hand, *' iedefectire in V ' 

The sense however, may be expressed in.oor Jangnage ^ith cqn« propr ; 
and greater brevity in this manner, “ He gave b&t naiidy blows. 
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no separate signification, doth not exhibit the appearance of a 
pleonasm, which any syllable prefixed, or a long one added, 
never fails to exhibit. Thus, mountain^ fountain^ meadow^ 
valley j island^ climate^ are as good as mounts founts mead^ valcj 
isUj climey and in many cases preferable. Indeed the words 
founty meady valcy and climey are now almost confined to poetry. 
Several adjectives may in like manner be lengthened by the 
addition of an unaccented syllable, as ecclesiasticaly astronomic- 
caly pliilosophicaly grammaticaly from ecclesiasticy astro7iomicy 
philosophicy grammatic; in all which, if the choice be not a 
matter of absolute indifference, it may at least be determined 
by the slightest consideration of variety or of sound. Some- 
times custom insensibly assigns different meanings to such dif- 
ferent formations, as in the words comic and comicaly tragic 
and tragicaly politic and political. Though the words here 
coupled were at first equally synonymous with those before 
mentioned, they are not entirely so at present. Tragic denotes 
belonging to tragedy ; tragicaly resembling tragedy. The like 
holds of comic and comical. We say, the tragic muse, the 
comic muse;” and a tragic poet,” for a writer of tragedy, a 
comic poet for a writer of comedy ; but “ I heard a tragical 
story,’' for a mournful story, and ‘‘ I met with a comical adven- 
ture,” for a droll adventure. We say, a. politic man,” for an 
artful fellow ; but a political writer, for a writer on politics. 
There is not, however, a perfect uniformity in such applications, 
for we constantly use the phr^we ‘‘ the body politicy' and not 
politicaly for the civil society. On the whole, however, it would 
seem that what is affixed, especially when unaccented, is con- 
ceived as more closely united to the word, than what is prefixed 
is conceived to be. In this last case the supernumerary sylla- 
ble, if it make no change on the signification, always conveys 
the notion of an expletive, which is not suggested in the first. 

But before I quit this subject, it will not be beside the pur- 
pose to observe, that there are cases in which a certain species 
of pleonasm may not only be pardonable, but even have a de- 
gree of merit. It is at least entitled to indulgence, when it 
serves to express a pertinent earnestness of affirmation on an 
interesting subject, as in phrases like these, We have seen 
^ith our eyes,” we have heard with our ears,” which perhaps 
nre to be found in every language.® Again, in poetical descrip- 
tion, where the fancy is addressed, epithets which would other- 
wise be accounted superfluous, if usfed moderately, are not with- 
out effect. The azure heaveuy the silver moon, the blushing 
w^om, the seor-girt isle* Homer abounds in such. They often 
^cur also in sacred writ. The warm manner of the ancient 
Orientals, eveh in their prose compositions, holds much more 

• Voc^mque Us auribas hausi. Vidi ante oculos ipse meos. 
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of poesy, than the cold prosaic diction of us moderns and 
Europeans. A stroke of the pencil, if I may so express my- 
self, is almost always added to the arbitrary sign, in order the 
more strongly to attach the imagination. Hence it is not with 
them, the beasts^ the birdsy the fishy the heaveriy and the earth ; 
but the beasts of the fieldy the birds of the airy the fish of the 
seay the heaven abovey a^id the earth beneath. But though in 
certain cases there is some indulgence given to terms which 
may properly be styled pleonastic, I scarcely think that an 
epithet which is merely tautological is in any case tolerable. 


Part III. — Verbosity, 

The third and last fault I shall mention against a vivid con- 
ciseness is verbosity. This, it may be thought, coincides with 
the pleonasm already discussed. One difference however is 
this ; in the pleonasm there are words which add nothing to the 
sense ; in the verbose manner, not only single words, but whole 
clauses, may have a meaning, and yet it were better to omit 
them, because what they mean is unimportant. Instead, there- 
fore, of enlivening the expression, they make it languid. An- 
other difference is, that in a proper pleonasm a complete cor- 
rection is always made by rasing. This will not always an- 
swer in the verbose style ; it is often necessary to alter as well 
as blot. 

It will not be improper here further to observe, that by ver- 
bosity I do not mean the same thing which the French express 
by the word verbiagcy as some persons, misled by etymology? 
may be inclined to think. By this term is commonly under- 
stood a parade of fine words, plausibly strung together, so as 
either to conceal a total want of meaning, or to disguise some- 
thing weak and inconclusive in the reasoning. The former, 
with which alone we are here concerned, is merely an offence 
against vivacity, the latter is more properly a transgression of 
the laws of perspicuity. 

One instance of a faulty exuberance of words is the intem- 
perate use of circumlocution. There are circumstances wherein 
this figure is allowable, there are circumstances wherein it is a 
beauty, there are circumstances wherein it is a blemish. We 
indulge it often for the sake of variety, as when, instead of the 
womeny an author says the fair sexy or when instead of the svny 
a poet puts the lamp of day ; we choose it sometimes for the 
sake of decency, to serve as a sort of veil to what ought not to 
be too nakedly exposed, or for the sake of avoiding an expres- 
sion that might probably offend. ® Sometimes indeed propnefcy 

« See Book IIL Chap. i. Sect* U. Part 3. 



CHAP, n.] 


OF RHETORIC. 


345 


requires the use of circumlocution, as when Milton says of 
Satan, who had been thrown down headlong into hell, 

Nine times the space that measures day and night 
To mortal men^ ne with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquish’d, rolling in the fiery gulf— ^ 

« 

To have said nine days and nights^ would not have been proper, 
when talking of a period before the creation of the sun, and 
consequently before time was portioned out to any being in that 
manner. Sometimes this figure serves, as it were accidentally, 
to introduce a circumstance which favours the design of the 
speaker, and which to mention of plain purpose, without appar- 
ent necessity, would appear both impertinent and invidious. An 
example I shall give from Swift: One of these authors (the 
fellow that was pillomed^ I have forgot his name) is so grave, 
sententious, dogmatical a rogue, that there is no enduring him.”® 
What an exquisite antonomasia have we in this parenthesis ! 
Yet he hath rendered it apparently necessary by his saying, I 
have forgot his name.” Sometimes even the vivacity of the 
expression may be augmented by a perijArasis, as when it is 
made to supply the place of a separate sentence. Of this the 
words of Abraham afford an instance: Shall not the judge 
all the earth do right.”® The judge of all the earth is a pen- 
phrasis for God, and as it represents him in a character to 
which the acting unjustly is peculiarly unsuitable, it serves as 
an argument in support of the sentiment, and is therefore con- 
ducive even to conciseness. In this view we may consider that 
noted circumlocution employed by Cicero, who, instead of say- 
ing simply, Milo’s domestics killed Clodius, says, They did 
that which every master would have wished his servants to do 
in such an exigence.” ^ It is far from being enough to say of 
this passage, that it is an euphemism, by which the odious word 
hilled is avoided. It contains also a powerful vindication of 
the action, by an appeal to the conscience of every hearer, 
whether he would not have approved it in his own case. But 
when none of these ends can be answered by a periphrastical 
expression, it will inevitably be regarded as injuring the style 
by flattening it. Of this take the following as an example from 
Ihe Spectator; I wont say, we see often, in the next tender 
things to children^ tears shed without much grieving.”^ The 
phrase here employed appears, besides, affected and far-fetched. 

Another source oflanguorin the style is when such clauses 
ftre inserted, as to a superficial appear to suggest some- 

^ FaradUe Lost, B. i. ® Letters concerning the Sacramental Test. 

J Gen. xvlU. 25. 

“ Fecerunt id servi Milonis, — quod suos quisque servos in tali re facerh 
voluisset,”' Cicero pro Milone. * No. 95. 
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thing which heightens, but on reflection are found to pre-sup- 
pose something which abates, the vigour of the sentiment. Of 
this I shall give a specimen from Swift; Neither is any con- 
dition of life more honourable in the sight of God than another, 
otherwise he would be a respecter of persons, which he assures 
us he is not”^ It is evident that this last clause doth not a 
little enervate the thought, as it implies but too plainly, that 
without this assurance from God himself, we should naturally 
conclude him to be of a character very different from that here 
given him by the preacher. 

Akin to this is the juvenile method of loading every proposi- 
tion with asseverations. As such* a practice in conversation 
more commonly infuseth a suspicion of the speaker’s veracity, 
than it engages the belief of the hearer, it hath an effect some- 
what similar in writing. In our translation of the Bible, God 
is represented as saying to Adam, concerning the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge, In the day thou catest thereof, thou shalt 
surely die.”^ The adverb surely y instead of enforcing, enfeebles 
the denunciation. My reason is the same as in the former case. 
A ground of mistrust is insinuated, to which no affirmation is 
a counterpoise. Are such adverbs then never to be used? 
Not when either the character of the speaker, or the evidence 
of the thing, is such as precludes the smallest doubt. In other 
cases they are pertinent enough. But as taste itself is influen- 
ced by custom, and as, for that reason, we may not be quick in 
discerning a fault to which our ears have from our infancy been 
habituat^, let us consider how it would affect us in an act of 
parliament, to read that the offender shall for the first offence 
certainly be liable to such a penalty, and for the second he 
shall surely incur such another. This style would appear in- 
tolerable even to one of ordinary discernment. Why? The 
answer is obvious. It ill suits the dignity of the British senate 
to use a manner which supposes that its authority or power can 
be called in question. That which hath misled our translators 
in the passage quoted, as in many others, hath been an attempt 
to express the import of a Hebraism which cannot be rendered 
iitermly into anj European tongue. But it is evident that they 
have not sufficiently attended to the powers of tlie language 
which they wrote. The English hath two futures, no inconsi- 
derable advantage oii some occasions, both for perspicuity and 
for emphasis. The one denotes simply the futurition of the 
event, the other also maKes the veracity and power of tne 
spe^er vouchers of its futurition. The former is a bare decla- 
ration ; the latter is always, in the se<>ond person and the third, 

unless when used imperatively, eit^r a promise or a threaten- 
ing. No language, that I know, exactly hits this distinc- 

^ 0®n. if 


^ Sermon on Mutual Subjection. 
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tion but our own. In other languages you must infer, not 
always infallibly, from the tenor of the story, whether" the 
future is of the one import or of the other ; in English you find 
this expressed in the words. * 

Further, it was observed that affirmative adverbs are no less 
improper when doubt is entirely precluded by the evidence of 
the fact, than when it is prevented by th^ authority of the speaker. 
I have given an example of the latter, and shall now produce 
one of the former. An Israelite informing David concerning 
Goliath, is represented in our version as saying,*^‘ Surely^ to 
defy Israel is he come up.”® Had the giant shown himself 
between the camps, and used menacing gestures, or spoken 
words which nobody understood, this expression would have 
been natural and proper. But no man could have talked in 
this manner who had himself been a witness that every day, for 
forty days successively, this champion had given an open de- 
fiance to Israel in the most explicit terms, and in the audience 
of all the army. Such adverbs always weaken an assertion 
that is founded on the evidence of sense, or even of unexcep- 
tionable testimony, and are suited only to cases of conjecture 
or probability at most. It requires a certain justness of taste 
to know when we have said enough, through want of which, 
when we attempt to say more, we say less. 

Another example, of a nature pretty similar, and arising 
from a similar cause, is the manner wherein our interpreters 
have attempted, in the New Testament, to strengthen the 
negation, wherever the double negative^ occurs in the Greek, 
even in the most authoritative tnreatenings, by rendering it 
sometimes in no case, sometimes in no wise. It is evident that, 
in such instances, neither of these phrases expresseth more than 
the single adverb 7ioty and as they partake of the nature of cir- 
cumlocution, and betray an unsuccessful aim at saying more, 
they in effect debilitate the expression. The words Ye shall 

* This remark needs perhaps a further illustration, and in order to this it 
will be necessary to recur to some other language. The passage quoted is 
thus translated into Latin by Castalio, Si ea vescerisy moriere. He judged 
right not to add certe or pro/ecto even in Latin. Neither of these adverbs 
could have rendered the expression more dehnite, and both are liable to the 
same exception with the English adverb surely. Yet take the version as it 
stands, and there is an evident ambiguity in the word moriere. It may be 
cither the declaration of one who knew that there was a poisonous quality in 
the fruit, and meant only to warn Adam of his danger, by representing the 
natural consequence of eating it ; or it may be the denunciation of a legislator 
against the transgression of his law. Every one who understands English 
Will perceive immediately, that, on the first su^sition, he must render the 
^ords into our language, “If thou eat thereoi, thou wilt diej” and on the 
second supposition he must render them, ** If thou eat thereof, thou shalt 
yie.” If there be ahy thing emphatical in the original idiom, it serves here, 
in my opinion, to mark the distinction between a simifie declaration and the 
sanction of a law ; which ire perfectly distinguished in our tongue by the two 

intures.. 

^ 1 Sam. xvii. 25. t Ovpn, 
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not enter the kingdom of heaven,” as they have more simplicity, 
have also, from the mouth of a legislator, more dignity and 
weight than ye shall in no case^^ or in no wise enter into 
it,” as though there were various ways and means of getting 
thither. The two negatives of the Greek are precisely on the 
same footing with the two negatives of the French our single 

E article not is a full equivalent to both. For should a translator 
•oin the French attempt to render every double negative by 
such a periphrasis in English, his version would be justly 
accounted ridiculous. It may be thought a consequence of this 
doctrine, that the solemn protestation, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you,” so often adopted by our Lord, would rather weaken 
than enforce the sentiment. But the case is different. As 
these words enter not into the body of the proposition, but are 
employed solely to introduce it, they are to be considered 
purely as a call to attention, serving not so much to affirm tlie 
reality, as the importance of what is to be said. Or if they are 
to be understood as affirming the reality, it is from this single 
consideration, because said by him. 

I add, as another cause of a languid verbosity, the loading 
of the style with epithets, when almost ever^ verb hath its 
attendant adverb, which may be called its epithet, and every 
substantive its attendant adjective, and when both adjectives and 
adverbs are often raised to the superlative degree. Epithets 
used sparingly and with judgment have ‘a great effect in 
enlivening the expression, but nothing has more of an opposite 
tendency than a profusion of them. Tliat such profusion has 
this tendency, may be deduced, partly from a principle already 
mentioned, partly from a principle which I am going to observe. 
That already mentioned is, that they lengthen the sentence 
without adding proportionable strength. The other principle 
is, that the crowding of epithets into a discourse betrays a 
violent effort to say something extraordinary, and nothing is a 
clearer evidence of weakness than such an effort, when the 
effect is not correspondent. I would not, however, be under- 
stood to signify, that adjectives and adverbs are always to be 
regarded as mere epithets. Whatever is necessary for ascer- 
taining the import of either noun or verb, whether by adding 
to the sense or by confining it, is something more than an 
epithet, in the common acceptation of that term. Thus when I 
say, ^Hhe glorious sun^^ the word gloriously an epithet, because 
it expresses a (j^uality, which* being conceived always to belong 
to the object, is, like all its other qualities, comprehended in 
the name. But when I say, ^Hhe sun, the word 

® Ne pas or non point. Sometimes the French use even three negatives 
where we can properlj^employ but one in Englieh* a<^, in this eentenoe : 
me pas que je ne T aie dit.” ** I do not deny that I said it.*' I believe no 
man who understands both languages will protend that the negation here is 
expressed more strongly by them than by us. 
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meridian is not barely an epithet, because it makes a real ad- 
dition to the signification, denoting the sun in that situation 
wherein he appears at noon. The like may be said of the 
rising or the setting sun.” Again, when I say, the towering 
eagle,” I use an epithet, because the quality towering may 
justly be attributed to all the kind ; not so when I say ‘‘ the 
golden eagle,” because the adjective gOlden serves to limit the 
sense of the word eagle to one species only, and is therefore in 
effect a part of the name. Let it not be imagined hence, that 
mere epithets are always useless. Though all the essential 
qualities of a genus are included in the name, the scope of a 
discourse often renders it irnportant, if not necessary, that some 
particular qualities should be specially attended to by the 
hearer ; and these, by consequence, require to be specified by 
the speaker. On the contrary, a redundancy of these never 
fails to give a tiresome sameness to the composition, where 
substantives and adjectives, verbs and adverbs, almost inva- 
riably strung together, offend not more against vivacity than 
against harmony and elegance.^ This vicious quality of style 
is sometimes denominated juvenility^ as denoting immaturity 
of judgment, or an inexperience like that which would make a 
man mistake corpulency for the criterion of health and vigour* 
Besides, in young writers, a certain luxuriance in words is 
both more frequent and more pardonable. 

There is one kind of composition, the paraphrase, of whose 
style verbosity is the proper character. The professed design 
of the paraphrast is to say in many words what his text ex- 
presseth in few ; accordingly, all the writers of this class must 
be at pains to provide themselves in a sufficient stock of 
synonymas, epithets, expletives, circumlocutions, and tauto- 
logies, which are in fact, the necessary implements of their 
craft. I took notice, when treating of the influence which the 
choice of proper terms might have on vivacity, of one method 
of depressing their subject very common with these men, by 
generalizing as much as possible the terms used in the text. 
The particulars just now recited are not only common with 

® I cannot help thinking that the following passage, which Rollin has 
tiuoted from Mascaron, as an example of style elevated and adorned by 
Cleans of circumlocution and epithet, is justly exceptionable in this way. 
“Le roi, pour donner une marque immortelle de Testime et de Tamitie dont 
il honoroit ce grand capitaine (M. de TurenneJj donne une place illustre ^ 
ses glorieuses cendres, parmi ces maltres da la terre, qui conservent encore 
ws la magnificence de leurs tombeaux une image de celle de leurs trdnes.*" 
king^ that he vuiygive an immortal mark of the esteem and friendship tvhere- 
he honoured this great captaiut gives an illustrious place to his glorious 
asae. 9 , among those masters of the earth, who still preserve, in the magnmeence of 
A ^ an image of that of their thrones. Bell. Lett. Liv. III. Chap. iii. 

ii. Sect. 5. In the quick succeasion of such yokdinates as these, fw- 
‘"j^ortal mark, great certain, illustrious place, glorious ashes, viagnificcnt tombs, 
there appears a strong attempt towaras the grand manncr> which, after all, 
terminates in the tumid. 
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them, but essential to their work. I shall produce an example 
from an author, who is far from deserving to be accounted either 
the most verbose, or the least judicious of the tribe. But first, 
let us hear his text, the words of J esus Christ : Therefore, 
whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will 
liken him to a wise man, who built his house upon a rock ; and 
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house, and it fell not : for it was founded 
upon a rock.” ^ Now, let us hear the paraphrast. Wherefore 
he that shall not only hear and receive these my instructions, 
but also remember^ and consider^ and practise^ and live accord- 
ing to them ; such a man may be compared to one who builds 
his house upon a rock; for a house founded upon a rock 
stands unshaken and finrij against all the assaults of rains, and 
floods, and storms; so the man who, in his life and conversation, 
actually practises and obeys my instructions, will Jirmly resist 
all the temptations of the devil, the allurements of pleasure, and 
the terrors of persecution, and shall be able to stand in the day 
of judgment, and be rewarded of God.”^ It would be difficult 
to point out a single advantage which this wordy, not to say 
flatulent, interpretation hath of the text. Is it more perspi- 
cuous ? It is much less so ; although it is the chief, if not the 
sole end of this manner of writing, to remove every thing that 
can darken the jpassage paraphrased, and to render the sense as 
clear as possible. But lest this censure should be thought 
"'rash, let it be observed that two things are clearly distinguished 
in the text, which are in themselves certainly distinct, to hear 
the commands of our master, and to obey them. There was 
the greater need that this distinction should be properly pre- 
served, because it was the plain intention of the speaker to 
contrast those who heard and obeyed, with those who heard 
but obeyed not ; as we learn from the similitude contained in 
the two following verses.® Yet this primary distinction is 
confounded in the paraphrase, by a multitude of words partly 
synonymous, partly different in signification. Thus, for whoso- 
ever heareth these sayings of minej and doeth them ; we have, 
^him that hears, and receives, and remembers, and considers, 
and actually practises, and obeys these my instructions, and 
Jives according to them.” I might allege, as another instance 
of the want of perspicuity, that the duty and the reward arc 
strangely blended throughout the whole, u^d^^ of words 
is, no doubt, oftener than ^the contrary, of obscunty ; 

but this evil, as I had occasion fonnerly to may also 

be the effect of an exubemnee/ By U 
the sentiment is not set off and acconamodated, but, like David 
eq[uipped in Said’s armour, it is encumbered and oppressed. 

» Matt. vli. 24, and 25. * Dr. Clarke. » Verees 26 and 27. 
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Yet this is not the only, or perhaps the worst consequence, 
resulting from this manner of treating sacred writ. We are 
told of the torpedo, that it has the wonderful quality of 
numbing every thing it touches. A, paraphrase is a torpedo. 
By its influence the most vivid sentiments become lifeless, the 
most sublime are flattened, the most fervid chilled, the most 
vigorous enervated. In the very best compositions of this kind 
that can be expected, the Gospel may be compared to a rich 
Avine of a high flavour, diluted in such a quantity of Avater 
as renders it extremely vapid. This would be the case if the 
paraphrase (which is indeed hardly possible) took no tincture 
from the opinions of the paraphrast, but exhibited faithfully, 
though insipidly, the sense of the evangelist. Whereas, in all 
those paraphrases we have had occasion to be acquainted with, 
the Gospel may more justly be compared to such a wine, so 
much adulterated with a liquor of a very different taste and 
quality, that little of its original relish and properties can be 
discovered. Accordingly, in one paraphrase, Jesus Christ 
appears a bigoted Papist : in another, a flaming Protestant : 
in one, he argues with all the sophistry of •the Jesuit; in 
another, he declaims with all the fanaticism of the J ansenist : 
in one, you trace the metaphysical ratiocinations of Arminius : 
in another, you recognise the bold conclusions of Gomarus ; 
and in each you hear the language of a man who has 
thoroughly imbibed the system of one or other of our Christian 
rabbis. So various and so opposite are the characters which, 
in those performances, our Lord is made to exhibit, and the 
dialects which he is made to speak. How different is his own 
character and dialect from them all ! If we are susceptible of 
the impartiality requisite to constitute us proper judges in these 
matters, we shall find in him nothing that can be thought to 
favour the subtle disquisitions of a sect. His language is not, 
like that of all dogmatists, the language of a bastard philo- 
sophy, which, under the pretence of methodizing religion, hath 
corrupted it, and, in less or more, tinged all the parties into 
which Christendom is divided. His language is not so much 
the language of the head as of the heart. His^ object is not 
^ience, but wisdom ; accordingly, his discourses abound more 
m sentiments than in opinions.^ 

* I would not be understood to signify by this censure, that paraphrase 
can never be a useful mode of explication, though I own that, in my opinion, 
the cases wherein it may bo reckoned not improper, nor altogether unuseful, 
are not numerous* As the only valuable aim of this species of commentary is 
to give greater perspicuity to an original work, obscurity is the only reason- 
able plea for employing it. When the style is very concise or figurative, or 
jvhen there is an aliusiou to customs or incidents now or here not generally 
known, to add as much as is necessary for supplying an ellipsis, explaining 

unusual figure, or suggesting an unknown fact or mode alluded to, may 
Serve to render a performance more intelligible, without taking much from 
^ts energy. But if the use and occasions of paraphrase are only such as have 
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But I have digressed from my subject, and shall therefore 
return to it by observing, that another species of verbosity, and 
the only one which remains to be taken notice of, is a prolixity 
in narration, arising from the mention of unnecessary circum- 
stances. Circumstances may be denominated unnecessary, 
either because not of such importance as that the scope of the 
relation is affected by their being known, or because implied in 
the other circumstances related. An error of the former kind 
belong properly to the thought, of the latter to the language. 
For the first, when it is habitual, a man is eommonly styled 
loquacious : for the second, verbose. Such a sentence as the 
following would be an instance of the second ; for with the first 
I am not here concerned. On receiving this information, lie 
arose, went out, saddled his horse, mounted him, and rode to 
town.” All is implied in saying, On receiving this informa- 
tion, he rode to town.” This manner, however, in a certain 
degree, is so strongly characteristic of the uncultivated, 
but unaffected style of remote ages, that in books of the 
highest antiquity, particularly of the sacred code, it is not 
at all ungracefhl. Of this kind are the following scriptural 
phrases, lie lifted up his voice and wept,” She conceived 
and bore a son.” He opened his mouth and said.” For my 
own part, I should not approve the delicacy of a translator, 
who, to modernize the style of the Bible, should repudiate 
every such redundant circumstance. It is true that in strict- 
ness they are not necessary to the narration, but they are of 
some importance to the composition, as bearing the venerable 
signature of ancient simplicity. And in a faithful translation, 
there ought to be, not only a just transmission of the writer’s 
sense, but, as far as is consistent with perspicuity and the idiom 
of the tongue into which the version is made, the character of 
the Btyle ought to be preserved. 

So much for the vivacity produced by conciseness, and those 
blemishes in style which stand in opposition to it, tautology? 
pleonasm, and verbosity. 

beeir now represented, it is evident that there are but a few books of Scrip- 
ture, and but certain portions of those few, that require to be treated in this 
manner. The notions which the generality of paraphrasts (I say not all) 
entertain on this subject, are certainly very different. If we may judge from 
their productions, we should naturally conclnde that they have considered 
such a size of subject matter (if I may be indulged this once in the expression) 
as affording a proper foundation fior a composition of such a magnitude; ana 
have, therefore, laid it down as a maxim, from which, in their practice, they 
do not often depart, that the most commodious way of giving to their worn 
the extent proposed, is that equal portions of the text (perspicuotfe or obscure, 
it matters not) should be spun out to equal length. Thus regarding only quan- 
tity, they view their text, and parcel it, treating it in much the same manner as 
goldbeaters and wir^rawers treat the metals on which their art is employeo. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Of Vivacity j as depending on the Arrangement of the 
Words. 


Section I . — Of the nature of A rrangement^ and the principal 
division of Sentences. 


Having already shown how far vivacity depends either on the 
words themselves, or on their number, I come now, lastly, to 
consider how it is cfTectcd by tlielr arrangement. 

This, it must be owned, hath a very considerable Influence 
in all languages, and yet there is not any thing which it is 
more difficult to regulate by general laws. The placing of the 
words in a sentence resembles, in some degree, the disposition 
of the figures in a history piece. As the principal figure ought 
to have that situation in the picture which will, at the first 
glance, fix the eye of the spectator, so the einphatical word 
ought to have that place in the sentence which will give it the 
greatest advantage for fixing the attention of the hearer. But 
in painting there can rarely arise a doubt concerning either the 
principal figure, or the principal place; whereas here it is 
otherwise. In many sentences it may be a question, both what 
is the word on which the emphasis ought to rest, and what is 
the situation which (to use the language of painters) will give it 
the highest relief. In most cases, both of simple narration and 
of reasoning, it is not of great consequence to determine either 
point ; in many cases it is imjpossible. Besides, in English, 
and other modern languages, the speaker doth not enjoy that 
boundless latitude which an orator of Athens or of Rome 
enjoyed, when haranguing in the language of his country. 
With us, who admit very few inflections, the construction, and 
consequently the sense, depends almost entirely on^ the order. 
With the Greeks and the Romans, who abound in inflections, 
the sense often remains unalterable, in whatever order you 
arrange the words. * 

But notwithstanding the disadvantage which, in this respect, 
wc Britons labour under, our language even here allows as 
^uch liberty as will, if we know how to use it, be of great ser- 
''^Ice for invigorating the expression. It is true, indeed, that 
when neither the imagination nor the passions of the hearer 
addressed, it is hazardous in the speaker to depart from 

A A 
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the practice which generally obtains in the arrangement of the 
words ; and that even thougli the sense should not be in the 
least affected by the transposition. The temperament of our 
language is phlegmatic, like that of our climate. When, there- 
fore, neither the liveliness of representation, nor the warmth of 

f )a88ion, serve, as it were, to cover the trespass, it is not safe to 
eave the beaten track. > Whatever is supposed to be written 
or spoken in a cool and temperate mood, must rigidly adhere 
to the established order, which with us, as I observed, allows 
but little freedom. What is said will otherwise inevitably be 
exposed to the censure of quaintness and affectation, than whicli 
perhaps no censure can do greater prejudice to an orator. 
But as it is undubitable, that in many cases both composition 
and arrangement may, without incumng this reproach, be ren- 
dered greatly subservient to vivacity, I shall make a few 
observations on these, which I purpose to illustrate with pro- 
per examples. 

Composition and arrangement in sentences, though nearly 
connected, and, therefore, properly in this place considered 
together, are not entirely the same. Composition includes 
arrangement and something more. When two sentences dilfer 
only in arrangement, the sense, the words, and the construc- 
tion, are the same ; when they differ also in other articles of 
composition, there must be some difference in the words them- 
selves, or, at least, in the manner of construing them. But I 
shall have occasion to illustrate this distinction in the examples 
to be afterwards produced. 

Sentences are either simple or complex ; simple, consisting 
of one member only ; as this, In the beginning, God created 
the heaven and the earth ^ complex, consisting of two or 
more members linked together by conjunctions; as this, 
Doubtless thou art our father, | though Abraham be igno- 
rant of us, I and Israel acknowledge us not.” ® In the compo- 
sition of the former, we have only to consider the distribution 
of the words ; in that of the latter, regard must also be had to 
the arrangement of the members. The members too are some- 
times complex, and admit a subdivision into clauses, as in the 
fdllowing example, The ox knoweth his owner, [ and the ass 
his master’s crib ; — ^but Israel doth not know, | my people doth 
not consider.” This decompound sentence hath two mem- 
bers, each of which is subdivided into two clauses. When a 
member of a complex sentence is simple, having but one verb, 
it is also called a clause. Of such a sentence as this, “ I kayo 
called I but ye refused;”® we should say indiffereiftly, that it 
consists of two members, or of two clauses.® The members 

« Oen. I. 1. « Isaiah Ixiii. 16. 7 i. 3. ® Prov. i. 24. 

® The words m^her and clause in English, are used as corresponding 
the Greek and and to the Latin mmbrum and incisum. 
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or the clauses are not always perfectly separate, the one suc- 
ceeding the other; one of them is sometimes very aptly in- 
closed by the other, as in the subsequent instance : When 
Christ (who is our life) shall appear:— then shall ye also 
appear with him in glory.” ^ This sentence consists of two 
members, the former of which is divided into two clauses; one 
of these clauses, who is our life,”* being as it were em- 
bosomed in the other, when Christ shall appear.” 

So much for the primary distinction of sentences into simple 
and complex. 


Section II . — Simple Sentences. 

With regard to simple sentences, it ought to be observed 
first, that there are degrees in simplicity. God made man,” 
is a very simple sentence. On the sixth day God made man 
of the dust of the earth after his own image,” is still a simple 
sentence in the sense of rhetoricians and critics, as it hath but 
one verb, but less simple than the former, on account of the 
circumstances specified. Now it is evident, that the simpler 
any sentence is, there is the less scope for variety in the 
arrangement, and the less indulgence to a violation of the 
established rule. Yet even in the simplest, whatever strongly 
impresses the fancy, or awakens passion, is sufficient to a cer- 
tain degree to authorize the violation. 

No law of the English tongue, relating to the disposition of 
words in a sentence, holds more generally than this, that the 
nominative has the first place, the verb the second, and the 
accusative, if it be an active verb that is employed, has the 
third if it be a substantive verb, the participle, adjective, or 
predicate of whatever denomination it be, occupies the third 
place. Yjst this order, to the great advantage of the ex- 
pression, is often inverted. Thus, in the general uproar at 
Ephesus, on occasion of Paul’s preaching among them against 
idolatry^ we are informed, that the people exclaimed for some 
time without intermission, Great is Diana of the Ephesians.”^ 
Alter the arrangement, restore the grammatic order, and say, 

Diana of the Ephesians is great;” and you destroy at once 
the signature of impetuosity and ardour resulting, if you please 
to call it so, from tne disarrangement of the words. 

^ Col. iii. 4. 

* Let it bS observed, that in speaking of Enp^lish syntax, I use the terms 
nominative and accusative merely to avoid tedious circumlocutions, sensible 
that in strict propriety our substantives have no such cases. By the nomina 
the I mean wways the efficient, agent, or instrument operating, with which 
the verb agrees in number and person ; by the accusative, the effect produced, 
the object aimed at, or the subject operated on, 

* Acts xix. 26 and 34. 
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We are apt to consider the customary arrangement as the 
most consonant to nature, in consequence of which notion we 
brand every departure from it as a transgression of the natural 
order. This way of thinking ariseth from some very specious 
causes, but is far from being just. Custom,” it hath been 
said, becomes a second nature.” Nay, we often find it strong 
enough to suppress the first. Accordingly, what la in tliis 
respect accounted natural in one language, is unnatural in 
another. In Latin, for example, tlie negative particle is com- 
monly put before the verb, in English it is put after it; in 
French one negative is put before and another after. If in 
any of these languages you follow ‘the practice of any other, 
the order of the words will appear unnatural. We in Britain 
think it most suitable to nature to place the adjective before 
the substantive; the French and most other Europciins think 
the contrary. We range the oblique cases of the personal 
pronouns as we do tlie nouns, whose place they occu])y, after 
the verb; they range them invariably before, notwithstanding 
that when the regimen is a substantive, they make it come af ter 
the verb as we do. They and we have both the same reason, 
custonij which is different in different countries. 

But it may be said that more than this can be urged in 
support of the ordinary arrangement of a simple sentence 
above explained. The nominative, to talk in the logicians’ 
style, is the subject; the adjective, or participle, is the predi- 
cate; and the substantive verb the copula. Now, is it not most 
natural that the subject be mentioned before the thing predi- 
cated of it? and what place so proper for the copula Avhich 
unites them as the middle? This is plausible, and, were the 
mind a pure intellect, without fancy, taste, or passion, perhaps 
it would be just. But as the case is different with human 
nature, I suspect there will be found little uniformity in this 
particular in different tongues, unless where, in respect either 
of matter or of form, they have been, in a great measure, de- 
rived from some common source. 

The Hebrew is a very simple language, and hath not that 
variety, either of moods or of conjunctions, that* is requisite for 
forming a complicated style. Here, therefore, if any where, 
one would expect to find an arrangement purely natural. Yet 
in this language, the most usual, and what would with them 
therefore be termed the grammatical disposition of the words, 
is not the disposition abov^e mentioned. In the historic stylo? 
or when past events are related, they commonly place the verb 
first, then the nominative, afterwards the regimen, predicate, 
or attendant circumstances.^ The freedom which Greek and 
• 

* Thus the very first words of Genesis, a book even among the books of 
Scripture remarkable for simplicity of style, are an evidence of this m 
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Latin allow on this article, renders it improper to denominate 
one order grammatical exclusively of others. I imagine, there- 
fore, that perhaps the only principle in which on this subject 
we can safely rest, as being founded in nature is, that whatever 
most strongly fixes the attention, or operates on the jjassion of 
the speaker, will first seek utterance by the lips. This is 
agreeable to a common proverb, whfch perhaps, to speak in 
Shakspeare’s phrase,® is soinething musty, but significant 

active verb: yiKH DNI O'nXtfn nu Q'nbu xna n'tyxia. The order is 

|)r(‘sorvod exactly in tlio Vulgate: “ In nrincipio ereavit Deiis coelum et ter- 
ram.” That the same order isV)b.servcd in di.sposing the substantive verb, 
ajipoars from the fifth verse, ntlK CDV 'n'T The arrange- 
ment here is 2>erfectly exliibited in the Latin version of Junius and Trernellius, 
nhieh is generally very literal: Sic fiiit vespora et fuit mane diei primi.” 
Yet in English we should bt; apt to call the order in V)oth passages, especially 
the last, rather unnatural. “ In the beginning created God the heavens and 
the earth.” “And was evening and was morning day first.” The same thing 
might he illustrated in the passive verbs, in the neuter, and in the reciprocal, 
if necessary. Nothing therefore can bo more evident than that it is custom 
only which makes us Hritons prefer one order of words, and others another, 
Jis the ni^iiral order. I am surprised that a critic of so mucli taste and 
discernment as Bouhoiirs (see his Entretiens d'Ariste et d'Eagene, 2. La 
Lanyue Eran^aisc) should represent this as one of the excellencies of the 
Fiv'nch tongue, that it follows the natural order of the words. It is manifest, 
from what lias been said, that its common arrangement has no more title to 
he denominated natural than that of any other language. Nay, we may 
raise an argument for confuting this silly pretence from the very laws that 
obtain in this language. Thus, if the natural order require that the regimen 
should follow the active verb, their w^ay of arranging the oblique cases of 
the pronouns is unnatural, as they always place them before the verb; if, 
o!i the contrary, the natural order require that the regimen should precede 
tlie governing verb, their way of arranging nouns governed by verbs is un- 
natural, since they always place them after the verb ; so that, whichever bo 
the natural way, they depart from it in the disposition of one or other of 
these parts of speech. The like may be urged in regard to the nominative, 
wliich, though for the most part, it go befort* th(i active verb, in certain 
cases follows it. This happens frequently when the verb is preceded by the 
oblique case of the relative, as in this sentence : Le retardemeiit que souffre 
hi lecteuvt L’! rend plus atteutif.” And even in placing their adjectives, 
wherever use hath made exceptions from the general rule, it has carried the 
notion of what is natural along with it. They would call it as unnatural to 
say homine jeune as to say gnrdicn ange. All therefore that can be attirmed 
with truth is, that the French adhere more inviolably than other nations to 
the ordinary arrangement established in the language. But this, as 1 hope 
to evince in the sequel, is one of the greatest imperfections of that tongue. 
The ease with which the Italian admits either order in the personal pronouns, 
especially in poetry, adds often to the harmony and the elegance, as well as 
to the vivacity of the expression, as in these lines of Metastasio’s Artaserse ; 

Sallo amor, lo sanno i numi ; 

II mio core, il tuo Jo sa. 

l^ouhours, in the dialogue above-mentioned, has dropped the character of 
J‘Htic and philosopher for that of encomiast. He talks like a lover about 
his mistress. Ho sees neither blemish nor defect. All is beauty and excel- 
lence. For my plwt, if I were to prove the inferiority of French to Italian 
^od Spanish, the two languages with which he comimres it, I should not 
oesire other or better topics for evincing the point than the greater part of 
those which he has employed, in my judgment very unsuccessfully, for the 
contrary purpose. * Hamlet. 
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enough, Nearest the heart, nearest the mouth.” In these 
transpositions, therefore, I maintain that the order will be 
found, on examination, to be more strictly natural than when 
the more general practice in the tongue is followed. ^ 

As an irrefragable argument in support of this doctrine, it 
may be pleaded, that though the most usual, which is properly 
the artificial order, be different in different languages, the man- 
ner of arranging, or (if you like the term better) transposing, 
above specified, which is always an effect of vivacity in the 
speaker, and a cause of producing a livelier conception in the 
hearer, is the same in all languages. It is for this reason, 
amongst others, that I have chosen to take most of my exam- 

E les on this topic, not from any original performance in English, 
ut from the common translation of the Bible, and shall here 
observe once for all, that both in the quotations already made, 
and those hereafter to be made, our translators have exactly 
followed the order of the original. And, indeed, all translators 
of any taste, unless when cramped by the genius of the tongue in 
which they wrote, have in such cases done the same.® It may 
be proper also to remark, that there are some modern "tongues 
which in this respect are much more inflexible than ours. 

The next example I shall produce is very similar to the for- 
mer, as in it the substantive verb is preceded by the participle 
passive, and followed by the nominative. In the acclamations 
of the people on our Saviour’s public entry into Jerusalem, the 
historian informs us, that they cried out, Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.”^ Instead of this, say ^^Ile 
that cometh in the name of the Lord is blessed and by this 
alteration in the order of the words, apparently trifling, you 
convert a fervid exclamation into a cold aphorism. 

The third example shall be of an active verb, preceded by the 
accusative, and followed by the nominative. It may be proper 
to observe, by the way, that unless one of these is a pronoun 
such an arrangement is scarcely admissible in our language. 
These cases in our nouns, not being distinguished by inflection, 
as they are in our pronouns, arc solely ascertained by place. 
But to come to the proposed example, we are informed by the 
sacred historian that when Peter and John ordered the cripple, 
who sat begrin^ at tlje beautiful gate of the temple, to look on 
them, he lo^ed at them very earnestly, expecting to receive 

® Or. h Afrifxtt J<at. Vulg. Erasm. “ Magna Diana Ej)he- 

siorum," Castal. Beza, “ Ma^na eat Diana E^hesiorum.’ Ital. Diodati, 

** Grande e la Diana degli Efesii," How weak in comparison is the French 
version of Le Clercl “La Dkne des Ephesiens est nne grande d^e we. 
How deficient that of Beausobre I “ La grande Diane des E|me8iens/* Ho''' 
ridiculous that of Sacil “ Vive la grande Diane des Ephbsiens.” ^ 

7 Matt. xjti. 9. Grfr i tv tvo/MUTi Kt/ftov. Lat. Vulg. Eras. 

Be*. “Benedictua qui venit in nomine Domini." Cast. “ Bend sit ei q«; 
venit,” kc. Ital. Died. “ Benedetto colui che viene nel nome del Signore.^^ 
Fr. Le Clerc, Beaus., Saci, “ Beni soit celui qul rient au nom du Seign©®*** 
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something from them. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have 
I none, but such as I have, give I thee ; in the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, arise and walk.”® Here the wishful look 
and expectation of the beggar naturally leads to a vivid con- 
ception of that which was the object of his thoughts, and this 
conception as naturally displays itself in the very form of the 
declaration made by the apostle. Birt as every thing is best 
judged by comparison, let us contrast with this the same sen- 
tence arranged according to the rigid rules of grammar, which 
render it almost a literal translation of the Italian and French 
versions quoted in the margin, I have no gold and silver ; 
but I give thee that which I have : In the name of — ” The 
import is the same, but the expression is rendered quite exani- 
mate. Yet the sentences differ chiefly in arrangement, the 
other difference in composition is inconsiderable. 

Tliere is another happy transposition in the English version 
of the passage under view, which, though peculiar to our ver- 
sion, deserves our notice, as it contributes not a little to the 
energy of the whole. I mean not only the separation of the 
adjective none from its substantives silver and goldy but the 
placing of it in the end of the clause, which, as it were, rests 
upon it. ^‘Silver and gold have Inone.^' For here, as in 
several other instances, the next place to the first, in respect of 
emphasis, is the last. Wc shall be more sensible of this by 
making a very small alteration on the composition and structure 
of the sentence, and saying, ‘‘ Silver and gold are not in my 
possession which is manifestly weaker. 

My fourth example should be one wherein the verb occupies 
the first place in the sentence, which often happens in the 
ancient languages with great advantage in point of vivacity. 
But this cannot frequently obtain in English, without occasion- 
ing an ambiguity ; the first place when given to the verb, being, 
by the rules of our syntax, appropriated to distinguish these 
three things, a command, as Stay not here a question, as 

® Acts. iii. 6. Gr. Apyypt&v xai ^^vTiov ov)^ virap)(jn fxoi' o h tqvto a-oi hitofA-i, 
Ev 0)/0fA.ari Ina-cv Xpio-rtv rov Na^«p«i#y iysipeti Mat nspiTraret, Lat. Vlll. Eras. Bez. 
“ Argentum et aurum non est mihi ; quod autem habeo, hoc tibi do. In nomine 
Jean Christi Nazareni, surge et amWla.” Castalio hath not adhered so closely 
to the order of the words in the original, but hath in this and some other places, 
tor the sake of latinity, weakened the expression; “ Nec argentum mihi nec 
aurum est; sed quod habeo, hoc tibi do. In nomine,” &c. It would seem that 
neither the Italian language nor the French can admit so great a latitude in 
arranging the words ; for in these the vivacity resulting from the order is not 
only weakened but destroyed. Diod. “ lo non ho ne argento no oro ; m a quel 

ho, io t’el dono: nel Dome di Jesu Christo il Nazareo, leyati e camina.” Le 
Clerc, Beausobre, “ Je n’ai ni or ni argent; ttais ce que j'ai, je vous le donne: 
au nom de Jesus Christ de Naxareth, levez^-vous et marchez.” Saci’s is the 


vMv fwviiovf cutu uiauu ifUav a vi*i;uuioi.aiuuc ci.i*i<cu\4.uak vti\^ ,*v-vmw.- 

ame man, which was intended to express the authority whereby the apostle 
gave the order. 
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u Were they present?” and a supposition, as Had I known,” 
from an assertion, as Ye stay not here They were pre- 
sent and “ I had known.” A few trifling phrases, as said he, 
replied they, arc the sole exceptions in the simple tenses, at 
least in prose. In some instances, however, in the compound 
tenses, the verb may precede without giving rise to any double 
meaning. In such cascfe it is not the auxiliary or the substan- 
tive verb that begins the sentence, as in supposition and inter- 
rogation, but the infinitive of the principal verb in the active 
voice, and the participle in the passive, as in expressions like 
these, Go 1 must, whatever may ensue.” Avoid it he could 
not by any means.” An instance in tlie passive voice hath 
been given in the second example. I shall here observe, that 
in one passage of Scripture our translators, by not attending to 
this small circumstance, that the import of the passive verb lies 
in the participle, have, without necessity, not only given up the 
emphatical arrangements, but, in order to be literal, have copied 
a figure, which, though forcible in the original, is, in the place 
assigned it in the translation, rather unnatural and insignificant. 
The passage alluded to is this, Another angel followed, say- 
ing, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city.”'*^ Here, as it 
'was the event itself that chiefly occupied the angel’s mind, the 
verb in the Greek with great propriety begins the proclama- 
tion ; Again, as it was an event of so surprising a nature, and 
of such mighty consequence, it was natural to attempt, by re- 
peating the word, to rivet it in the minds of the hearers, ere he 
proceeded any further. Tho words is fallen in our language 
answer to the single word by which the verb is expressed in 
the original. Our translators were sensible they could not say, 
Is fallen, is fallen, Babylon that great city.” This could 
convey no meaning, being neither affirmation nor inteiToga- 
tion, hypothesis nor wish. For this reason they have preferred 
the colder arrangement prescribed by grammarians, though by 
so doing they have also lost the effect of the reduplication. A 
little attention to the genius of our tongue would have shown 

® Rev. xiv. 8. Gr. ittivj h ttoXK h /uiyaXit, As the expression is 

taken from Is. xxi. 9, the same order is found in the Hebrew, bMnbna nbsL 
All the Latin tran.slators that I have seen, have followed the same order. 

** Cecidit, cecidit Babylon, urbsillamai^a.” Le Clerc and Saci in the Fronen 
both agree with the arrangement in the English. “ Babylono est tomb^e : elio 
e«t tomb<?e : cette grande ville.’’ Beausobre’s version in that tongue js rather 
better, as it comes nearer tho ordey of the words in the Greek. He begins with 
the pronoun, and puts the name after tho verb. “Elle ost tombc^c, elle est 
Babylone la grande ville.” This, I believe, is fis near the original as 
the idiom of the French will permit. In the Italian, Diodati hath preservea 
entirely the vivacity resulting both from tho disposition of the words and the 
reduplication of the verb, and hath given the passage that turn which ^1^® 
glish interpreters might and should have given it : “ Caduta, caduta e Baw- 
jonia la gran cita. ” It is evident that in this matter the Italian allows more 
liberty than the French, and the English moro than tho Italian. The truth ot 
this ODservatlon will appear more fully afterwards. 
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them that all the effect, both of the order and of the figure, 
would have been preserved by saying, ‘‘ Fallen^ fallen^ is 
Babylon the great city.” ^ 

Often a particle, such as an adverb or preposition belonging 
to a compound verb (for it matters not in which way you con- 
sider it), emphatically begins the sentence, as in that formerly 
quoted for another purpose. Up gdes my grave Impudence 
to the maid.” In the particle up^ that circumstance is denoted 
which particularly marks the impudence of the action. By the 
help of it, too, the verb is made to precede the nominative, 
which otherwise it could ,not do. In negations it holds very 
generally, that the negative particle should be joined to the 
verb. Yet in some cases the expression is greatly enlivened, 
and consequently the denial appears more determinate, by 
beginning the sentence with the adverb. Not every one,” 
says our Saviour, that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my 
Lather who is in heaven.”^ Vary but the position of the nega- 
tive in the first member, and say, Every one that saith unto 
me. Lord, Lord, shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven,” 
and you will flatten the expression exceedingly. On so light 
a circumstance in the arrangement docs the energy of a sen- 
tence sometimes depend. We have some admirable examples 
of the power of this circumstance in Shakspeare. In the con- 
ference of Malcolm with Macduff; after the former had asserted 
tliat he himself was so wicked that even Macbeth, compared 
with him, would appear innocent as a lamb, Macduff replies 
with some warmth. 

Not in the legions 

or horrid hell, can come a devil more damn’d, 

In ills^o top Macbeth. 8 

The arrangement in this sentence is admirably adapted to the 
speaker’s purpose ; whereas, if you dispose the words in the 
usual manner, and say, A more damned devil in the legions 
of horrid hell cannot come to top Macbeth in ills;” we shall 
scarcely be persuaded that the thought is the same. If it were 
needful to multiply examples, I might easily show that other 

^ Somewhat similar is the admirable example we have in this passage of 
Virgil ; 

Me, met adsnm qui feci, in me convertito ferrum. iEn. L. ix. 

The emphasis here is even the stronger, that the pronoun so happily 
begun with and repeated is perfectly irregular, it being quite detached from 
the construction of the sentence. 

* Matt. vii. 21. Gr, Ow Uym Kv^tt^Kvpttt nc mv 

'rm All the Latin translators, however differently they express the 

sense, agree in beginning with the negative particle. So also doth Diodatl 
? Italian ; iVon chiunque mi dice, Signore, Signore, entrera nel regno 
de’ cieli.” Not so the French. Le Clerc and BeausoWre thus : “ Tons ceux 
qui me disent, Seigneur, Setaeur, n'entreront pas tous dans le royaume du 
eiel.” Saci thus, ‘‘ Ceux qui me disent, Seigneur, Seigneur, n’ontreront pas 
tous dans le royaume dcs cicux." * Alacbeth. 
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adverbs, particularly those of time and of place, when such 
circumstances require special notice, may, with great advantage 
to the energy, appear foremost in the sentence. 

I proceed to observe that when a sentence begins with a 
conjunction, whether it be expressed in one word or more, with 
naming or titling the persons addressed, with a call to attention, 
or even with a term that is little more than an expletive, the 
place immediately following such phrase, title, or connective, 
will often give the same advantage to tlic expression that fills 
it, as in other cases the first place will do. The first term or 
phrase is considered only as the lint which connects the sen- 
tence with that which went before ; or if it have no relation to 
the preceding, as an intimation that something is to be said. 
Of this a few examples will suffice. Tlie place immediately 
after a conjunction which begins the sentence is sometimes em- 
phatical, as in that of Milton : 

At last his sail-hroad vans 

He spreads for flight. * 

where the description Is the more picturesque that the verb is 
preceded by its regimen. The possessive pronoun and the epi- 
thet, unless when a particular emphasis rests upon one of them, 
are regarded only as constituting parts of one complex sign 
with the noun. Secondly, the place after the address, as in 
that of the same author, 

Powers and doirunionsy deities of heaven t 
♦ ♦♦♦♦♦ 

MCf tho* just right and the fixt laws of heaven 
Did first create your leader. * 

Nothing could better suit, or more vividly express, the pride 
and arrogance of the arch-apostate, than the manner here used 
of introducing himself to their notice. Thirdly, the place after 
a call to attention, as in that of the apostle, Behold, now is 
the accepted time : behold, now is the day of salvation ” ® 
Lastly, the place after an expletive : “ There came no more 
such abundance of spices as these which the queen of Sheba 
gave to king Solomon.’’ ^ Perhaps the word there, in this pas- 
sage, cannot properly be termed an expletive ; for though it be 
in itself insignificant, the idiona* of the language renders It ne- 
cessary in this disposition of the sentence for such m the 
power of this particle, that t)y its means even the simple tenses 
of the verb can be made to precede the nominative, without the 
appearance of interrogation. For when we interrogate we 
must say, Came there — or Did there come — A httle 


* Paradise Lo«t, Ur 

• 2 Cor. vi. 2. 


fl Ibid. 

I I Kings Xr la 
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attention will satisfy us that the verb in the passage produced 
ought to occupy the emphatical place, as the comparison is 
purely of what was brought into the country then, and what 
was at any time imported afterwards. Even though the parti- 
cle there be preceded by the copulative, it will make no odds 
on the value of the place immediately following. And there 
appeared to them Elias, and Moses.”®* The apparition is here 
the striking circumstance. And the first place that is occupied 
by a significant term is still the emphatical place. In all the 
three preceding quotations from Scripture* the arrangement is 
the same in the original, and in most of the ancient translations^ 
as it is with us. The modern versions vary more, especially in 
regard to the passage last quoted.® 

I shall add one example more from Scripture, wherein the 
oblique case of the personal pronoun, though preceded by two 
conjunctions, emphatically ushers the verb and its nominative. 

Among many nations there was no king like Solomon, who 
was beloved of his God, and God mkde him king over all 
Israel : nevertheless even him did outlandish w^onien cause to 
sin.”^ My remark concerns only the last clause of the sentence. 
It is manifest that the emphasis here ought to rest on the /mn, 
who, from what immediately precedes, might have been 
thought proof against all the arts, even of female seduction. 
This clause, every body must perceive, would have been much 
more weakly expressed, had it been arranged thus : Never- 
theless outlandish woynen did cause even him to sin. 


® Mark ix. 4. Gr. Kai avroit HXtaco-uy Motfo-ti. 

® In Italian, Diodati renders it, “ Et Elia apparue loro, insieme con Moise. ** 
In French, Le Clerc, “ Ensuite Elie et Moiseleur apparurent.'' Beausobre, 
“ 11s virent aussi paroitre Moise et Elie,” Saci, “ Et ils virent paroltre EUo 
ot Moise.” It would seem that neither of these tongues can easily admit the 
simple tense to precede both its nominative and its regimen. By the aid of 
the particle tkeref this is done in English without ambiguity, and without 
violence to the idiom of the language. 

^ Neh. xiii. 26. The clause affected by this criticism stands thus in the 
original; CD'Win W'bnn imK*C35. The order is exactly the 

same in the Greek of the Septuagint; Xat revrov t^tuXu/a* at ywanti? al aXXor^tat ; 
and nearly the same in the Latin Vulgate; “Et ipsum ergo duxerunt ad 
peccatum mulieres alienigenm.” Junius is rather more literal. “ Etiam 
Ipsum ad peccandum induxerunt feminte alienigensD.” Castalio, with at least 
equal energy, places the pronoun before the conjunction. “ Eum tamen ad 
peccandum mulieres perduxerunt extraiiem.** In all these, as in the English 
translation, what is principally emphatical in the arrangement is preserved) 
the pronoun being the first among the significant terms. It is not so in Dio* 
^ati’s Italian version: “E pure Ye donne j^traniere lo fuero peccare:” nor 
m Saci^s French ; “ Et apr^s cela neanmoins des femmes etrang^res le firent 
tomber dans le p€che.” It is remarkable, that though the ordinary gram- 
Jtiatical rules, both of Trench and of Italian, place the pronoun governed be- 
J^ore the governing verb, the reverse of which obtains in English, the latter 
language is more capable of accommodating itself to such an expressive dis- 
P^'^^tion of the words, as has been now exempUfied, tban^ither of the former. 
I ho reason is, though these tongues make the oblique case of the pronoun 
generally precede the verb, they do not admit the nominative to intervene, 
out for the most part, except in asking a question, place it before both. 
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Sometimes indeed it is necessary, in order to set an eminent 
object in the most conspicuous light, to depart a little from the 
ordinary mode of composition as well as of arrangement. The 
following is an example in this way : Your fathers, where 
are they ? and the prophets, do they live for ever A colder 
writer would have satisfied himself with saying, Where are 
your fathers? and do the prophets live for ever?” But who, 
that has the least spark of Imagination, sees not how languid 
the latter expression is, when compared with the former ? The 
sentiment intended i:o be conveyed in both, namely the frailty 
and mortality of man, is one of those obvious truths which it 
is impossible for any person in his senses to call in question. 
To introduce the mention of it, in order to engnge my assent 
to what nobody ever denied or doubted, would be of no conse- 
quence at all ; but it is of consequence to rouse my attention 
to a truth which so nearly concerns every man, and which is, 
nevertheless, so little attended to by any. In such cases the 
end of speaking is not^to make us believe^ but to make us fuch 
It is the heart and not the head ivhich ought to be addressed. 
And nothing can be better adapted to this purpose than first, 
as it were independently, to raise clear ideas in the irntigiiia- 
tion, and then, by the abruptness of an unexpected question, 
to send us to seek for the archetypes. 

From all the examples above quoted, those especially taken 
fi'om holy w'rit, the learned reader, after comparing them care- 
fully, both with the original, and with the translations cited in 
the margin, will be enabled to deduce, with as much certainty 
as the nature of the question admits, that that arrangeiiicnt 
w^hich I call rhetorical, as contributing to vivacity and anima- 
tion, is, in the strictest sense of the word, agreeably to what 
hath been already suggested, a natural arrangement ; that the 
principle which leads to it operates similarly on every people, 
and in every language, though it is much more checked by the 
idiom of some tongues than by that of others ; that, on the con- 
trary, the more common, and what for distinction’s sake I call 
the grammatical order, is, in a great measure, an arrangement 
of convention, and differs considerably in different languages. 

2 Zeeh. 15. 

® AJl the French critics are not so immoderately national as Bonhours. 
Since composing the foregoing observations I have been shown a book en- 
titled, Traits dela Formation mSchunique des Langues, The sentiments oi tlic 
author on this subject are entirely coincident with mine. He refers 
other treatises, particularly to one on Inversion, by M. do Batteux, which 
have not seen. Concerning it he says, “Ceux qui I’auront lu, verront 
e’est le defaut do terminaisons propres k distinguef le nominatifde I’aecusa- 
tif, qui nous a force u prendre cet ordre moins naturel qu'on ne le croit : qw 
Finversion est dans n6tre languo, non dans la langue Latine, comma o 
se le figure : que Wmots etant plus faits pour Fhomme que pour les 
Fordro essentiel ^ suivre, dans le discours reprdsentatif de Hd^e des 
n’est pas tant la marche commune des choses dans la nature ^ue la success 
veritable dcs pens<je8, la rapiditiff des sentimens ou de Finterfit du coeu*‘» 



CHAP. Ill ] 


OF RHETORIC. 


365 


He will discover also, that to render the artificial or conven- 
tional arrangement, as it were, sacred and inviolable, l)y repre- 
senting every deviation (whatever be the subject, whatever be the 
design of the work) as a trespass against the laws of compo- 
sition in the language, is one of the most effectual ways of 
stinting the powers of elocution, and even of damping the 
vigour both of imagination and of passion. 1 observe this the 
rather, that in my apprehension, the criticism that prevails 
amongst us at present leans too much this way. No man is 
more sensible of the excellence of jmrity and perspicuity, pro- 
perly so called; but 1 would not hastily give up some not in- 
considerable advantages of the English tongue, in respect both 
of eloquence and of poetry, merely in exchange for the French 
nciUU* 

I should next proceed to make some remarks on the dispo- 
sition and the form of the clauses in complex sentences; for 
though some of the examples already produced are properly com- 
plex, in these I have only considered the arrangement of the 
words in the principal member, and not the disposition of the 
members. But before I enter on this other discussion, it will 
be proper to observe, and by some suitable examples to illus- 
trate the observation, that the complex are not so favourable to 
a vivacious diction as the simple sentences, or such as consist 
of two clauses at the most. 

Of all the parts of speech, the conjunctions are the most un- 
friendly to vivacity ; the next to them the relative pronouns, as 
partaking of the nature of conjunction. It is by these parts, 
less significant in themselves, that the more significant parts, 
particularly the members of complex sentences, are knit to- 
gether. The frequent recurrence, therefore, of such feeble 
supplements, cannot fail to prove tiresome, especially in pieces 
wherein an enlivened and animated diction might naturally be 
expected. But no where hath simplicity in the expression a 
better effect in invigorating the sentiments, than in poetical 
description on interesting subjects. Consider the song com- 
posed by Moses, on occasion of the passage of the Israelites 
through the Red Sea, and you will find, that part of the effect 
produced by that noble hymn is justly imputable to the simple, 
the abrupt, the rapid manner adopted in the composition. I 
sball produce only two verses for a specimen. The enemy 
said, 1 will pursue; I will overtake; I will divide the spoil; 
iny revenge shall be satiated upbn them: I will draw my 
sword ; my hand shall destroy them ; thou blewest with thy 
breath ; tne sea covered them : they sank as lead in the 
mighty waters.”^ This is the figure which the Greek rhe- 

de llnaage dans la tableau de Taction; que le Latin on preTifrant ces 
capitaux precede plus naturellement que le Francais, ” &c. No. 22. 

Exoa. XV. 10. The word by our interpreters rendered wind also denotes 
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toricians call asyndeton, and to which they ascribe a wonderful 
efficacy. It ought to be observed that the natural connexion 
of the particulars mentioned is both close and manifest ; and 
it is this consideration which entirely supersedes the artificial 
signs of that connexion, such as conjunctions and relatives. 
Our translators (who, it must be acknowledged, are not often 
chargeable with this fitult) have injured one passage in en- 
deavouring to mend it. Literally rendered it stands thus : 
^^Thou sen test forth thy wrath: it consumed them as stubble.”^ 
These two simple sentences have appeared to them too mucli 
detached. For this reason, they have injudiciously combined 
them into one complex sentence, Iby inserting the relative 
which^ and thereby weakened the expression : Thou sentest 
thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble.’* They have also 
thought fit sometimes to add the conjunction and when it was 
not necessary, and might well have been spared. 

If any one perceives not the difference, and consequently, 
is not satisfied of the truth of this doctrine, let him make the 
following experiment on the song now under review. Let him 
transcribe it by himself, carefully inserting conjunctions, and 
relatives in every place which will admit them in a consistency 
with the sense, and then let him try the effect of the whole. 
If, after all, he is not convinced, I know no argument in nature 
that can weigh with him. For this is one of those cases in 
which the decision of every man’s own taste must be final with 
reg^ard to himself. 

iJut those who feel the difference in the effects, will permit 
such as are so disposed to speculate a little about the cause. 
All that comes under the cognizance of our senses, in the 
operations either of Nature or of Art, is the causes which 
precede, and the effects which follow. Hence is suggested to 
the mind the notion of power, agency, or causation. This 
notion or idea (call it which you please) is from the very frame 
of our nature, suggested, necessarily suggested, and often 
instantaneously suggested ; but still it is suggested and not 
perceived. I would not choose to dispute with any man about 
a word, and, therefore, lest this expression should appear ex- 

$pirit and breath. A similar homonymy in the corresponding term may 
served, not only in the oriental, but in almost all ancient languages. When 
this noun has the affixed pronoun, by which it is appropriated to a person, the 
signification wind is evidently excluded, and the meaning is limited to father 
spirit or breath. When it is, besid^^s, construed with the verb bloWy the signi - 
cation spirit is also excluded, and the meaning confined to breath. It is Hkcwise 
the intention of the inspired penman to represent the wonderful facility wit i 
which Jehovah blasted all the towering hopes of the Egyptians. Add to this, 
that such a manner is entirely in the Hebrew taste, whicn considers every 
natural object as bearing some relation to the Creator and Sovereign or ^ 
nniverse. The thunder is God’s voice; the wind, his breath; the beav®”> 
throne; the earth, his footstool ; the whirlwind and the tempest are the bias 
of his nostrils. 

• Bxod. XV. 7. 
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ceptionable, I declare my meaning to be only this, that it is 
conceived by the understanding, and not perceived by the 
senses, as the causes and the effects themselves often are. 
Would you then copy nature in an historical or descriptive 
poem, present to our imagiiiations the causes and the effects in 
their natural order; the suggestion of the power or agency 
which connects them will as necessarily result from the lively 
ima^e you produce in the fancy, as it results from the per- 
ception of the things themselves, when they fall under the 
cognizance of the senses. 

But if you should take the other method, and connect with 
accuracy where there is relation ; and, with the help of con- 
junctions and relatives, deduce with care effects from their 
causes, and allow nothing of the kind to pass unnoticed in the 
description, in lieu of a picture, you will present us with a 
piece of reasoning or declamation. Would you, on the con- 
trary, give to reasoning Itself the force and vivacity of painting, 
follow the metliod first prescribed, and that even when you 
represent the energy of spiritual causes, which were never 
subjected to the scrutinj^ of sense. You will thus convert a 
piece of abstruse reflection, which, however just, makes but a 
slender impression upon the mind, into the most affecting and 
instructive imagery. 

It is in this manner the psalmist treats that most sublime, 
and, at the same time, most abstract of all subjects, the pro- 
vidence of God. With what success he treats it every per- 
son of taste and sensibility will judge. After a few strictures 
on the life of man, and of the inferior animals, to whatever 
element, air, or earth, or water, they belong, he thus breaks 
forth; These wait all upon thee, that thou mayest give 
them their meat in due season. Thou givest them. They 
gather. Thou openest thy hand. They are filled with good. 
Thou hidest thy face. They are troubled. Thou takest away 
their breath. They die and return to their dust. Thou 
sendest forth thy spirit. They are created. Thou renewest 
the face of the earth.”® It must be acknowledged, that it is 
not every subject, no, nor every kind of composition, that 
requires, or even admits the use of such glowing colours. 
The psalm is of the nature of the ode, being, properly defined, 
^ sacred ode ; and it is allowed that this species of poesy 
demands more fire than any other. 

It may indeed be thought, that the vivacity resulting from 
this manner of composing is sufficiently accounted for, from the 
brevity which it occasions, and of which I treated in the pre- 
ceding chapter# It is an undoubted truth, that the brevity 
here contributes to the force of the expression, but it is not 


• Z^aalm civ, 27 — 30. 
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solely to this principle that the effect is to be ascribed. A 
good taste will discern a difference in a passage already quoted 
from the song of Moses, as it stands in our version, and as it is 
literally rendered from the Hebrew;^ though in both, the 
number of words, and even of syllables, is the same. Observe 
also, the expression of the psalmist, who having compared man, 
in respect of duration, to a flower, says concerning the latter, 
The wind passeth over it, and it is gone.” ^ Had he said, 
The wind passing over it, destroys it,” he had expressed the 
same sentiment in fewer words, but more weakly. 

But it may be objected. If such is the power of the figure 
asyndeton, and if the conjunctive {>articles are naturally tlic 
weakest parts in a sentence, whence comes it that the figure 
polysyndeton, the reverse of the former, should be productive 
of that energy which rhetoricians ascribe to it ? I answer, the 
cases must be very different which require such opj^osite 
methods. Celerity of operation, and fervour in narration, are 
best expressed hy the first. A deliberate attention to every 
circumstance, as being of importance, and to this in particula)*, 
the multiplicity of the circumstances, is best awakened by the 
second. The conjunctions and relatives excluded by tlic 
asyndeton are such as connect clauses and members ; those 
repeated by the polysyndeton are such as connect single words 
only. All connectives alike are set aside by the former ; the 
latter is confined to copulatives and disjunctives. A few 
examples of this will illustrate the difference. “While the 
earth remaineth,” said God immediately after the deluge, 
“ seedtime, and harvest, and cold, and heat, and summer, and 
winter, and day, and night shall not cease.” ^ Every thing to 
which a permanency of so great importance is secured, requires 
the most deliberate attention. And in the following declaration 
of the apostle, much additional weight and distinctness are 
given to each particular by the repetition of the conjunction. 

“ I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God.” ^ 


Section III . — Complex Sentences. 

Paht I . — Subdivision these into Periods and loose 

Sentences. 

I come now to the consideration of complex sentences. 
These are of tw(ykmds. They are either periods, or sentences 

7 Exod. XV. 7. ® Psalm dU 16. » Gen. viil. 22. » Rom. viii. 38, 39. 



criAP. III.] 


OF RIIETOIIIC. 


3G9 


of a looser composition, for which the language doth not 
furnish us with a particular name. A period is a complex 
sentence, wherein the meaning remains suspended, till the 
whole is finished. The connexion, consequently, is so close 
between the beginning and the end, as to give rise to the 
name period^ which signifies circuit. The following is such a 
sentence : Corruption could not spread with so muc hsuccess, 
though reduced into system, and though some ministers, with 
equal impudence and folly, avowed it, by themselves and their 
advocates, to be the prine/qml expedient by which they governed ; 
if a long and almost unobserved progression of causes and effects 
(lid not prepare the conjuncture.”^ The criterion of a period is 
this : if you stop any where before the end, the preceding words 
will not form a sentence, and therefore cannot convey any de- 
termined sense. This is plainly the case with the above example. 
The first verb being conld^ and not can, the potential and not the 
indicative mood, shows that the sentence is hypothetical, and 
requires to its completion some clause beginning with ifj mi- 
less, or some other conditional particle. And after you are 
come to the conjunction, you find no jiart where you can stop 
before the end.^ From this account of the nature of a period, 
we may justly infer, that it was much easier in Greek ami 
Latin to write in periods than it is in English, or perhaps in 
any European tongue. The construction with them depended 

^ Bolingbroko, Spirit of Patriotism. 

3 It is surprisinjj; that most modorii critics seem to have mistaken totally 
the import of the word period^ coiifoundinjo; it with the complex sentence in 
general, and sometimes even with the .simple but circumstantiated sentence. 
Though none of the ancients, as far as 1 remember, either Greek or Latin, 
Iiave treated tliis matter witli all the precision that might he wished, yet it 
appears to me evident, from the expressions they employ, the similitudes they 
use, and the examples they produce, that the distinction given above perfectly 
coincides with their notions on this suhjeet. Hut nothing seems more deci- 
sive than the instance which Demetrius Phalereus has given of a period from 
Demosthenes, and which, for the sake of illustrating the diff*erence, he has 
also thrown into the form of a loose sentence. I refer the learned reader to 
the book itself ; Titpi i. lA. The ancients did indeed sometimes apply 

the word period to simple hut circumstantiated sentoneos of acertain structure . 

1 shall give the following example in our own language for an illustration ; “ At 
last, after much fatigue, through deep roads and had Aveather, we came with no 
small difficulty to our journey ’send.” Otherwise tlms, “We carnetoour^jour- 
JU',y*s end at with no small difficuUy^ after mvmh fat iyuey through deep roads, 
and bad weather, ” The latter is in the loose, the former in the periodic compo- 
sition. Accordingly in the latter there are, before the conclusion, no less than 
five words, which I nave distinguished by the character, namely, end, last, diffi- 
^^dty^ fatigue, roads, with any of which the^ sentence might have terminated. 
One would not have expected that a writer so accurate and knowing as M. 
du Marsais, should so far have mistaken the moaning of the word period in 
the usage of the ancients, as to define it in this manner: La periode est un 
assemblage de propositions lives entt * ellcs par des conjonctions, et qui toutes en- 
semble font un sensfini. “ The period is an assemblage^ of propositions con- 
uectim by conjunctions, and making altogether one complete sense.” — (Prin- 
cipes de Grammaire, La Periode.) This is a proper definition of a complex 
sontenco ; and that he meant no more is manifest from all his subsequent illus- 

^‘ations. Take the following for an example, which he gives in another 

B B 
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mostly on inflection : consequently the arrangement, which 
ascertains the character of the sentence in respect of compo- 
sition, was very much in their own power ; with us, on the 
contrarj^, the construction depends mostly on arrangement, 
which 18 therefore comparatively very little in our power. 
Accordingly, as the sense in every sentence hangs entirely on 
the verb, one ordinary Way with them of keeping the sense 
suspended, was by reserving the verb to the end. This in most 
cases the structure of modern languages will not permit us to 
imitate. An example of a complex sentence, that is not a 
period, I shall produce from the same performance. “ One 
party hath given their whole attention, during several years, to 
the project of enriching themselves^ and impoverishing the rest 
of the nation ; and by these and other means of establishing 
their dominion^ under the government^ and with the favour of a 
family who were foreigners^ and therefore might believe that 
they were established on the throne by the good will and 
strength of this party alone.” The criterion of such loose 
sentences is as follows : There will always be found in tlicin 
one place at least before the end, at which, if you make a stoj), 
the construction of the preceding part will render it a com])lcte 
sentence. Thus in the example now given, whether you stop 
at the word themselvesy at nation^ at domimoriy at government^ 
or at foreigners^ all which words are marked in the quotation 
in italics, you will find you have read a perfect sentence. 

Wherefore then, it may be asked, is this denominated one 
sentence, and not several? For this reason, that though the 
preceding words, when you have reached any of the stops 
above mentioned, will make sense, and may be construed 
separately, the same cannot be said of the words which follow. 

In a period, the dependence of the members is reciprocal ; in 
a loose sentence the former members have not a necessary de- 
pendence on the latter, whereas the latter depend entirely on 
the former. Indeed, if both former and latter members are, in 
respect of construction, alike independent on one another, they 
do not constitute one sentence, but two or more. And Jiere I 
shall remark by the way, that it is by applying the observation 
just now made, and not always by the pointing, even where the 
laws of punctuation are most strictly observed, that we can dis- 
criminate sentences. When they are closely related in respect 
of sense, and when the ^sentences themselves are simple, 
they are for the most part separated only by commas or by 

place of the same work : ** H y ann amntage rkl & itre instruit; mats il «« 
fautpas que cet avantage inspire de Vorgueih'* ** There is a real advantage m 
Deiiig instructed ; but we ought not to be proud of this advantage^” He adds, 

“ Le mais rapproch^ les deux propositions ou membres de la periode, et les 
met en opposition.” The but connects the two propositions or members ot 
tlie period, and sets them in opposition.” Des Conjonctions. It is eviden 
that the sentence adduced is no period in the sense of the ancients. 
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semicolons, rarely by colons, and almost never by points. In 
this way the passages above quoted from the song of Moses 
and the Psalms are pointed in all our English Bibles. 

But there is an intermediate sort of sentences which must 
not be altogether overlooked, though they are neither entirely 
loose, nor perfect periods. Of this sort is the following: The 
other institution,” he is speaking of die eucharist, has been 
so disguised by ornament, || and so much directed, in your church 
at least, to a different purpose from commemoration, that if 
the disciples were to assemjile at Easter in the chapel of his 
Holiness, Peter would know his successor as little, 1| as 
Christ would acknowledge his vicar ; • and the rest would 

be unable to guess || what the ceremony represented 1| or in- 
tended.”^ This sentence may be distributed into four members. 
The first is complex, including two clauses, and ends at com- 
memoration. The second is simple, ending at Holiness, It is 
evident that the sentence could not terminate at either of these 
places, or at any of the intermediate words. The third member 
is subdivided into two clauses, and ends at vicar. It is equally 
evident that if the sentence had been concluded here, there 
would have been no defect in the construction. The fourth 
member, which concludes the sentence, is also compound, and 
admits a subdivision into three clauses. At the word repre^ 
sented^ which finishes the second clause, the sentence might 
have terminated. The two words which could have admitted a 
full stop after them are distinguished by italics. Care hath 
also been taken to discriminate the members and the clauses. 
It may, however, justly be affirmed, that when the additional 
clause or clauses are, as in the preceding example, intimately 
connected with the foregoing words, the sentence may still be 
considered as a period, since it hath much the same effect. 
Perhaps some of the examples of periods to be produced in 
the sequel, if examined very critically, would fall under this 
denomination. But that is of little or no consequence. 

On comparing the two kinds of complex sentences together, 
to wit, the period and the loose sentence, we find that each 
hath its advantages and disadvantages. The former savours 
more of artifice and design, the latter seems more the result of 
pure Nature. The period is nevertheless more susceptible of 
vivacity and force : the loose sentence is apt, as it were, to lan- 
guish, and grow tiresoiSe. The first is more adapted to the 
style of the writer, the second to that of the speaker. But 
^ that style is best, whether written or spoken, which hath a 
proper mixture of both ; so there are some things, in every 
species of discourse, which require a looser, and some whicn 
require a preciser manner. In general, the u%e of periods best 
suits the dignity of the historian, the political writer, and the 
* BoL Phil. Es. iv. Sect. 7. 
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philosopher. The other manner more befits the facility which 
ought to predominate in essays, dialogues, familiar letters, and 
moral tales. These approacli nearer the style of conversation, 
into which periods can very rarely find admittance. In some 
kinds of discourses intended to be pronounced, but not deliver- 
ed to the public in writing, they may properly find a place in 
the exordium and narration, for thus fiir some allowance is made 
for preparation ; but are not so seasonable, unless very sliort, 
in the argumentative part, and the pathetic. 


Part II. — Observations on Periods^ and on the use of 
Antithesis in the composition of &ntences, 

1 now proceed to offer some observations on the period. It 
hath been affirmed to have more energy than a sentence loosely 
composed. The reason is this : The strength which is diffused 
through the latter, is in the former collected, as it were, into a 
single point. You defer the blow a little, but it is solely that 
you may bring it down with greater weight. But in order to 
avoid obscurity, as well as the display of art, rhetoricians have 
generally prescribed that a period should not consist of more 
than four members. For my own part, as members of senteneca 
differ exceedingly both in length and in structure from one 
another, I do not see how any general rule can be established 
to ascertain their number. A period consisting of but two 
members may easily be found, that is at once longer, more 
artificial, and more obscure, than another consisting of five. 
The only rule which will never fail, is to beware both of pro- 
lixity and of intricacy ; and the only competent judges in the 
case are good sense and a good car. 

A great deal hath been said, both by ancient critics and by 
modem, on the formation and turn of periods. But their re- 
marks are chiefly calculated with a view to harmony. In order 
to prevent the necessity of repeating afterwards, I shall take no 
notice of these remarks at present, though the rules founded 
on them do also in a certain degree contribute both to perspi- 
cuity and to strength. 

That kind of period which hath most vivacity is commonly 
that wherein you find an antithesis in the members, the several 
parts of one having a similarity to thbl^e of the other, adapted 
to some resemblance in the sense. The effect produced by the 
corresponding members in such a sentence is like that pro- 
duced in a picture where the figures of the group are not all 
on a side, with their faces turned the same way, but are made 
to contrast each dther by their several positions. Besides, this 
kind of periods is generally the most perspicuous. There is 
in them not only that original light which results from the ex- 
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pression when suitable, but there is also that which is reflected 
reciprocally from the opposed members. The relation between 
these is so strongly marKed, that it is next to impossible to lose 
sight of it. The same quality makes them also easier for the 
memory. 

Yet to counterbalance these advantages, this sort of period 
often appears more artful and studied* than any other. I say 
ofttnij because nothing can be more evident, than that this is 
not always the case. Some antitheses seem to arise so naturally 
out of the subject, that it is scarcely possible in another manner 
to express the se^itimcnt. Accordingly we discover them even 
in the Scriptures, the style of which is perhaps the most artless, 
the most natural, the most uiiaffccteJ, that is to be found in 
any composition now extant. 

JJut 1 shall satisfy myself with producing a few specimens 
of this figure, mostly taken from the noble author lately quoted, 
who is commonly very successful in applying it. If Cato,” 
says he, ‘‘ may be censured, severely indeed but justly, |1 for 
abandoning the cause of liberty, || which he would not however 
survive ; . . what shall we say of those, || who embrace it 
laintly, || pursue it irresolutely, . . grow tired of it, || when they 
have much to hope, . . and give it up, H when they have nothing 
to fear?”^ In this period there is a double antithesis, the two 
clauses which follow the pronoun f/iose are contrasted, so ai'e 
also the tw^o members (each consisting of two clauses) which 
conclude the sentence. Another s})ecimen of a double antithe- 
sis differently disposed, in which he hath not been so fortunate, 

I shall produce from the same wwk, Klocpiencc that leads 
mankind by the ears, |1 gives a nobler sui)eriority || than power 
that every dunce may use, H or fraud that every knave employ, 

II to lead them by the nose.” Here the two intermediate clauses 
are contrasted, so are also the first and the last. But there is 
this* difference. In the inteimediate members there is a just- 
ness in the thought as w ell as in the expression, an essential 
requisite in this figure. In the other two members the antithe- 
sis is merely verbal; and is therefore at best but a trifling play 
upon the words. We sec the connexion which eloquence has 
^ith the ears, but it w^ould puzzle Gildipus himself to discover 
the connexion which either power or fraud has wdth the nose. 
I'he author, to make out the contrast, is in this instance obliged 
to betake himself to low and senseless cant. 

Sometimes, though rarely, the antithesis affects three several 
clauses. In this case the clauses ought to be very short, that 
the artifice may not be too apparent. Sometimes, too, the anti- 
thesis is not in the different members of the same sentence, but 

diff'eVent sentences. Both the last observafions are cxempli- 


* On the spirit of Patriotism. 
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fied in the following quotation from the same performance : 

He can bribe, || but he cannot seduce. He can buy, || but 
he cannot ^in. He can lie, || but he cannot deceive.” There 
is likewise in each sentence a little of antithesis between the 
very short clauses themselves. 

Neither is this figure entirely confined to periods. Sentences 
of looser composition admit it; but the difference here is the 
less observable, that an antithesis well conducted produces the 
effect of a period, by preventing the languor which invariably 
attends a loose sentence, if it happen to be long. The follow- 
ing is an instance of antithesis in such a scnfbnce: ^^No man 
is able to make a jus ter application of what hath been hero 
advanced, to the most important interests of your country, to 
the true interest of your royal master, and to your private in- 
terest too; if that will add, as I presume it will, some weight 
to the scale ; and if that requires, as I presume it does, a re- 
gard to futurity as well as to the present moment.” That this 
18 a loose sentence a little attention will satisfy every reader. 
I have marked the words in italics, at which, without violating 
the rules of grammar, it might have terminated. I acknow- 
ledge, however, that the marks of art are rather too visible in 
the composition. 

Sometimes an antithesis Is happily carried through two or 
three sentences, where the sentences are not contrasted with 
one another, as in the example already given, but where the 
same words are contrasted in the different members of each 
sentence, somewhat differently. Such an antithesis on the 
words men, angels, and gods, you have in the two following 
couplets : 


Pride still is aiming at the blest abodes ; 

Men would be angels, || angels would be gods. 

Aspiring to be gods, || if angels fell ; — 

Aspiring to be angels, || men rebel. ^ 

The like varied opposition in the principles, and 

ends, may be observed in the two following sentences : They 
are designed to assert and vindicate the honour of the Revolu- 
tion; of the principles established, of the means employed, and 
of the ends obtained by it. They are designed to explode our 
former distinctions, and to unite men of all denominations, m 
the support of these principles, in the defence of these means, 
and in tne pursuit of these ends.” ® You have in the subsequent 
quotation an antithesis on the words true and just, which runs 
through three successive sentences. ‘^The anecdotes here re- 
lated were true, ahd the reflections mode upon them were just 

® Dedication of the Dissertation on Parties. Essay on Man. 

® Dedication of the Dissertation on Parties, 
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many years ago. The former would not have been related, if 
he who related them, had not known them to be true ; nor the 
latter have been made, if he who made them had not thought 
them just : And if they were true and just then, they must be 
true and just now, and always.”® 

Sometimes the words contrasted in the second clause are 
mostly the same that are used in tlie fi»st, only the construction 
and the arrangement are inverted, as in this passage, The old 
may inform the young ; || and the young may animate the old.” ^ 
In Greek and T^atiii this kind of antithesis generally receives 
an additional beauty from the change made in the inflection, 
which is necessary in thoSie ancient languages for ascertaining 
what in modern tongues is ascertained solely by the arrange- 
ment.® This obtains sometimes, but more rarely, in our lan- 
guage, as in these lines of Pope. 

Whato’er of mongrel no one class admits, 

A wit with dunces, || and a dunce with wits.s 

Something pretty similar is also to be remarked, when the 
words in the contrasted members remain the same under dif- 
f(3rent inflections, the construction varied but not Inverted. 
And this is the last variety of the antithesis that I shall spe- 
cify ; for to enumerate them all would be impossible. You 
have an examjfle of this kind of contrast in the last line of the 
following couplet. 

Leave such to with more grace and ease, 

Whom folly pleases, || and — whoso follies please.* 


® Advertisement to the Letters on Patriotism. 

* Dedication of the Dissertation on Parties. 

^ An instance of this is that given by Quint. 1. ix. c. 3, Non ut edam vivo, 
sed ut vivam edo.” A literal translation into English, “ 1 do not live that I 
may eat, but I cat that I may live,” preserves the antithesis, but neither the 
vivrfcity nor the force of the original. The want of inlloction is one reason of 
the inferiority, but not the only reason. It weakens the expression that we 
must employ fifteen words, for what is expressed in Latin with equal perspi- 
cuity in eight. Perhaps it would be better rendered, though not so explicitly, 
“ I do not live to eat, but I eat to live.” Another example in point is the noted 
epigram of Ausoniu.s, 

Infelix Dido, nulli bene nupta marito : 

Hoc pereunte, fugis ; hoc fugiente, peris. 

Hut though it is chiefly in this sort which the ancients called avrifjktTitBoKn that 
the advantage of varied inflections appears, it is not in this sort only. In all 
antithesis without exception, the similar endings of the contrasted words add 
both light and energy to the expression. ’Nothing can better illustrate this 
than the compliment paid to Caesar by Cicero, in his pleading for Ligarius 
- — “ Nihil habet nec for tuna tua majus quam ut possis, uec natura tua melius 
quam ut veils, conservare quam plurimos.” This perhaps would appear to us 
rather too artificial. But this appearance ariseth merely from the different 
structure of modern languages. What would in most biases be impossible to 
us, the genius of their tongue rendered not only easy to them, but almost 
unavoidable. 

® Dunciad, B. iv. * Pope’s Imitations of Horace, B. II. Ep. ii. 



TllK PHILOSOPHY 


[book in. 


376 

I shall now consider both what the merit of the antithesis is, 
and to what kind of composition it is best adapted. It hath 
been remarked already, and cannot be justly questioned, that it 
often contributes both to vivacity and to perspicuity ; on the 
other hand, it hath been charged with bearing the manifest sig- 
natures both of artifice and of puerility ; of artifice, because of 
the nice adjustment of the correspondent clauses ; of puerility, 
because of the supposed insignificance of the task of balancing 
words and syllables. The latter of these charges results so 
entirely from the former, that an answer to one is an ans\\ er 
to both. It is solely the appearance of artifice that conveys the 
notion of a task, and thereby gives fise to the charge of child- 
ishness. If therefore in any instance an antithesis cannot be 
reckoned artificial, it will not, at least on account of the ex- 
pression, be deemed puerile. 

It was remarked, when 1 entered on the consideration of this 
figure, that it sometimes ariseth so naturally from the subject, 
as to appear inevitable. This particularly is the case where a 
comparison is either directly made, or only hinted. Samuel, 
we are told, said to Agag, immediately before he killed him, 
^fAs thy sword hath made women childless, so shall thy 
mother be childless among women.’^^ The sentiment here ex- 
pressed, namely, that the treatment which the tyrant was to 
receive, was due to him by the law of retaliation, rendered some 
antithesis in the words scarcely avoidtii)le. Yet the antithesis 
in this passage is more in the thought than in the expression ; 
as the words in the contrasted clauses are not opposed to each 
other with that nicety which many authors would have em- 
ployed. 

But though accuracy of opposition may on some occasions 
have a very good effect, this will never be the case where it 
gives rise to any thing that appears forced in the construction, 
unnatural in the arrangement, or iinharmonious in the cadence. 
Nature, case, and fluency, are first to be regarded. In the two 
following examples you have precision in the contrast, without 
the appearance of too much art in the expression. ‘^Beware 
of the ides of March, said the Roman augur to Julius Cassar. 
Beware of the month of May, says the British Spectator to his 
fair countrywomen.” ® Again, I must observe, that as in some 
climates there is a perpetual spring, so in some female consti- 
tutions there is a perpetual May.” In either instance, if the 
comparison itself escape cehsure, the expression will be pro- 
nounced faultless. An antithesis therefore doth not always 
necessarily imply art, and if in some instances it doth to a cer- 
tain de^ee imply art, it ought to be remembered, that there arc 
some kinds of con^position, which not only admit, but even re- 


« 1 Sam. XV. 33. 


° Spectator, No. 895. X. 
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quire a more elaborate diction than other kinds 5 and that in 
every Idnd of composition there are some parts wherein even 
the display of art is more allowable than in other parts. The 
observations with regard to the proper subjects for periods will 
very nearly answer here, and therefore need not to be repeated. 

The antithesis, it is thought, is particularly unfavourable to 
persuasion, and therefore quite unfit* for the more vehement 
and argumentative parts of a discourse. This is true of some 
sorts of antithesis (for they differ greatly in their nature), but 
it is not true of all. It is true of such as are sometimes found 
in long and complicated sentences. But Jt is not true of those 
which sentences of a less ‘compound nature may admit. The 
enthymeme itself, the common syllogism of orators, is often 
successfully cast into this mould. Demetrius Phalereus, in his 
treatise of elocution, hath given us an example of this, from 
one of the most eloquent orations of Demosthenes against his 
famous rival. The example translated into English equally 
suits our present purpose. “ For as, if any of those had then 
been condemned, || you would not now have transgressed ; 
so if you should now be condemned, || others will not hereafter 
transgress,” ^ The sentence is besides a perfect period, con- 
sisting of two members, each of which is subdivided into two 
clauses. I shall give the same argument with as little apparent 
antithesis as possible, by imitating the attempt which Demetrius 
hath made to express the sense in a looser manner. Do not 
overlook this transgression of your laws ; for if such trans- 
gressors were punished, this man would not now have acted as 
he hath done ; nor will another do so afterwards, if he should 
be condemned on this occasion.”® The argument is the same, 
though much less forcibly, and even less naturally expressed. 
Butaf the enthymeme is often cast into the form of antithesis, 
we may say of the dilemma, a species of argument in like man- 
ner frequent with orators, that it is hardly susceptible of another 
form, as in that given by Cicero ; If he is a bad man, why do 
you associate with him ? if he is a good man, why do you accuse 
liim?’’*^ Nor are these the only sorts of argument that may be 
used in this manner. There is hardly any which may not in 
some cases derive both light and energy from this figure. 
VVhat can be more cogently urged, or betteradai^ted forsilencing 
contradiction, than the answer which Balaam gave Balak, who 

used various expedients to induce him to turn the blessing 

• 

ntpt'Effi, AA. Slo'Vip yag urig tuuym iaXat, av ra qvh av ouroft av 

vi»v ixoog a\Xo€ ov ygayf^n, 

® Ibid. M>j tmrgimrt rotf ra iragafofxa ypa^ova-i)>’ it yag WfloXyom, 9vk av m oCrog 
ravra ou) irigo^ ITi yga^'^tf rovrw vm ahmroQ. 

® De Inventione, lib. i. As the antithesis in the words is more perfect, 
and the expression more simple in the Latin, than it is possible to render 
them in a translation into any modern tonjpie ; so the ar[?umeiit itself ap- 
pears more forcible, “ Si iraprobus est, cur uteris ; sin probus, cur accusas 
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he had pronounced on Israel into a curse. Yet the prophet’s 
reply runs wholly in antithesis. God is not a man, || that he 
should lie ; . . neither the son of man, || that he should repent. 
Hath he said, || and shall he not do it ? . . or hath he spoken, || 
and shall he not make it good?”^ In the same antithetic form 
the Psalmist disposeth his argument in support of the divine 
knowledge. that ^planted the ear, || shall he not hear? 

He that formed the eye, || shall he not see ?” ^ He argues from 
the effect to the cause, the only way in which we can argue in- 
telligibly concerning the divine attributes. But it would not 
be easy, I imagine, to give in so few words either a more per- 
spicuous or a more persuasive turn fo the reasoning. It is not 
then every kind of antithesis that either savours of artifice, or 
is unsuited to persuasion. 

One thing to which it seems agreed on all sides that this 
figure is particularly adapted, is the drawing of characters, 
xou hardly now meet with a character either in prose or in 
verse, that is not wholly delineated in antithesis. This usage 
is perhaps excessive. Yet the fitness of the manner can 
scarcely be que8tioned,when one considers that the contrasted 
features in this moral painting serve to ascertain the direction 
and boundaries of one another with greater precision than 
could otherwise be accomplished. It is too nice a matter, 
without the aid of this artifice, for even the most copious and 
expressive language. For a specimen in this way take these 
lines of Pope ; 

Should such a man, too fond to rule alone, 

Bear, like the Turk, no brother near the throne, 

View him with scornful, yet with jealous eyes. 

And hate for arts that caus’d himself to rise ; 

Damn with faint praise, || assent with civil leer, 

And without sneering, teach the rest to sneer ; 

Willing to wound, || and yet — afraid to strike, 

Just bint a fault, || and — hesitate dislike ; 

Alike reserv’d to blame, or to commend, 

A timVous foe, || and — a suspicious friend ; 

Dreading er’n fools, || by flatterers besieged, 

And so obliging, I that he ne’er obliged.^ 

With what a masterly hand are the colours in this picture 
blended ; and how admiiyibly do the diflFerent traits, thus op- 
posed, serve, as it were, to touch up and shade one another I 
I would not be underst^d by this to signify my opinion of its 
likeness to the original. I •should be sorry to think that it 
deserves this praise. The poet had received, or fancied he had 
received, great provocation. And perfect impartiality, in one 
under the mfluence of resentment, is more than can be expected 


^ Numb, xxiii. 19. * Psalm xciv. 9. 

* Prologue to the Satires. 
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from human nature. I only speak of the character here ex- 
hibited, as one who speaking of a portrait, without knowing 
the person for whom it was drawn, sa^s it is well painted and 
that there is both life and expression m the countenance. 

If there be any style of composition which excludes antithesis 
altogether (for I am not positive that there is), it is the pathetic. 
But the true reason which hath induced some critics immode- 
rately to decry this figure is, that some authors are disposed 
immoderately to employ it. One extreme naturally drives those 
who perceive the error to the opposite extreme. It rarely 
leaves them, even though persons of good sense and critical 
discernment, precisely wKere they were before. Such is the 
repulsive power of jarring tastes. Nay, there is a kind of 
mode, which in these, as well as in other matters, often influences 
our censures without our knowing it. It is this which some- 
times leads us to condemn as critics, what as authors we our- 
selves practise. Witness the following reproach from the 
author just now quoted. 

I see a chief who leads my chosen sons, 

All arm’d with points, antitheses, and puns.* 

On the other hand it is certain, that the more agreeable the 
apposite and temperate use of this figure is, the more oflFensive 
is the abuse, or, which is nearly the same, the immoderate use 
of it. When used moderately, the appearance of art, which it 
might otherwise have, is veiled, partly by the energy of the ex- 
pression, which doth not permit the hearer at first to attend 
critically to the composition, and partly by the simplicity, or at 
least the more artless structure, both of the preceding sentences 
and of the following. But if a discourse run in a continued 
string of antithesis, it is impossible the hearer should not be- 
come sensible of this particularity. The art is in that case 
quite naked. Then indeed the frequency of the figure renders 
it insipid, the sameness tiresome, and the artifice unsufferable. 

The only original qualities of style which are excluded from 
no part of a performance, nay, which ought, on the contrary, 
to pervade the whole, are purity and perspicuity. The others 
are suited merely to particular subjects and occasions. And if 
this be true of the qualities themselves, it must certainly be true 
of the tropes and figures which are subservient to these quali- 
ties. In the art of cookery, those spiceries which give the 
highest relish must be used the most sparingly. ^ Who then 
could endure a dish wherein these were the only ingredients ? 
There is no trope or figure that is not capable of a good effect. 
I not except those which are reckoned of •the lowest value, 
^alliteration, paronomasia, or even pun. But then the effect 

* Dunciad. 
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depends entirely on the circumstances. If these are not pro- 
perly adjusted, it is always different from what it was intended 
to be, and often the reverse. 

The antithesis in particular gives a kind of lustre and em- 
phasis to the expression. It is the conviction of this that hath 
rendered some writers intemperate in the use of it. But the 
excess itself is an evidence of its value. There is no risk of in- 
temperance in using a liquor which has neither spirit nor flavour. 
On the contrary, the richer the beverage is, the danger is the 
greater, and therefore it ought to be used with the greater cau- 
tion. Quintilian hath remarked concerning the writings of 
Seneca, which are stuffed with antithesis, that they abound 
in pleasant fixults.” ^ The example had not been dangerous, if 
the faults had not been pleasant. But the danger here was the 
greater, as the sentiments conveyed under these figures were 
excellent. The thought recommended the expression. An 
admiration of the former insinuated a regard to the latter, with 
which it was so closely connected, and both very naturally en- 
gaged imitation. Hence Seneca is justly considered as one of the 
earliest corrupters of the Roman eloquence. And here we may 
remark by the way, that the language of any country is in no 
hazard of being corrupted by bad writers. The hazard is only 
when a writer of considerable talents hath not perfect chastity 
of taste in composition : but, as was the case of 8cncca, affects 
to excess what in itself is agreeable. Such a style, compared 
with the more manly elocution of Cicero, we call effeminate, 
as betraying a sort of feminine fondness for glitter and orna- 
ment. There is some danger that both French and English 
will be corrupted in the same manner. There have been some 
writers of eminence in both, who might be charged, perhaps as 
justly as Seneca, with abounding in pleasant faults. 

But enough of the antithesis ; I return to the consideration 
of periods in general. And on this head I shall only further re- 
mark, that when they consist of complex members, we must fol- 
low the same rule in arranging the clauses of each member, in 
order to give all possible energy to the sentence, that we do in 
arranging the members of the period. By doing thus, we shall 
never be iu danger of thinking that the member is complete till 
it actually be so, just as by the structure of the period we arc 
prevented from thinking the sentence finished before the end. 
A disappointment in the former case is of less inoineiit, but] it is 
still of some. In each it occasions a degree of languor which 
weakens the expression. 

I shall give an example of a period where, in one of the 
members, this rule is not ooserved. Having already shown how 
the fancy is affected by the works of Nature, and after- 


* Instit. Lib. X. Cap. L Abundant dulcibus vitiis. 



CHAP. III.] 


OF RHETORIC. 


381 


wards considered in general both the works of Nature and of 
Art^ II how they mutually assist and complete each other, H in 
forming such scenes and prospects || as are most apt to delight the 
mind of the beholder; I shall in this paper throw together 

some reflections on that particular art || which has a more 
immediate tendency than any other, |1 to produce those plea- 
sures of the imagination, || which have hitherto been the sub- 
ject of this discourse.”® This sentence is a period, agreeably 
to the definition formerly given. Wherever we stop, the sen- 
tence is imperfect till we reach the end. But the members are 
not all composed according to the rule laid down.. It consist- 
eth of three members. The first ends at Nature^ is a single 
clause, and therefore not affected by the rule; the second is 
complex, consisting of several clauses, and ends at beholder; 
the third is also complex, and concludes the sentence. The 
last member cannot be faulty, else the sentence would be no 
period. The fault must then be in the structure of the second, 
which is evidently loose. That member, tliough not the sen- 
tence, might conclude, and a reader naturally supposes that it 
doth conclude, fii'st at the word art^ afterw ards at the word 
other ^ both which are before its real conclusion. Such a com- 
])osition therefore even in periods, occasions, though in a less 
degree, the same kind of disappointment to the reader, and 
consequently, the same appearance of feebleness in the style, 
which result from long, loose, and complex sentences. A very 
little alteration in the faulty member will unite the clause more 

intimately, and entircljr remove the exception; as thus 

‘‘ and afterwards considered in general, how in forming such 
scenes and prospects, as are most apt to delight the mind of the 
beholder, the works both of Nature and of Art mutually assist 
and complete each other.” 

It may be thought, and justly too, that this care will some- 
times make the expression appear elaborate. I shall only re- 
commend it as one of the surest means of preventing this 
effect, to render the members as simple as possible, and 
particularly to avoid synonymas and redundancies, of which 
there are a few in the member now criticized. Such are scenes 
and prospects^ assist and complete^ mutually and each other. 
With the aid of this reformation also, the w^hole period will 
appear much better compacted as follows; Having already 
showm how the fancy is affected by the works of Nature; 
and afterwards considered in genem |1 how in forming such 
scenes as are most apt to delight the mind of the beholder, || 
the works both of Nature and Art assist each other ; I 
shall in this paper throw together some reflections on that par- 
ticular art, II which has a more immediate ttJndency than any 


® Spectator, No. 415. O. 
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Other, II to produce those primary pleasures of the imagination, || 
tyhicli have hitherto been the subject of this (liscourse,” 

Part III . — Observations on Loose Sentences. 

in complex sentences of looser composition, there is, as 
was observed, a much greater risk of falling into a languid 
manner. This may arise from different causes. First, even 
where the sentence is neither long nor complex, the members 
will sometimes appear disjointed. The consequence always 
is, that a hearer will at first be in doubt whether it be one 
sentence or more. Take the following for an example : 

However, many who not read themselves, 1| are seduced 
by others that do ; and thus become unbelievers upon trust, 
and at second hand; and this is too frequent a case.” ^ 
Tiie harmony of the members taken severally, contributes to 
the bad effect of the whole. The cadence is so perfect at 
the end both of the first member and of the second, that the 
reader is not only disappointed, but suiprised, to find the 
sentence still unfinished. The additional clauses a})pear out 
of their proper place, like something tluit had been for- 
gotten. 

Another cause of languor here is the excessive length of a 
sentence, and too many members. Indeed, wherever the 
sentiments of an author are not expressed in periods, the end 
of a member or clause, or even an intermediate word, as hath 
been observed already, may be the end of the sentence. Yet 
the commonness of such sentences, when they do not exceed 
an ordinal length, prevents in a great measure a too early 
expectation of the end. On the contrary, when they trans- 
gress all customary limits, the reader begins to grow impatient, 
and to look for a full stop or breathing-place at the end of 
every clause and member. An instance of this excess you 
have in the succeeding quotation: Though in yesterday’s 
paper, we considered how every thing that is great, new, or 
beautiful, is apt to affect the imagination with pleasure, we 
must own that it is impossible for us to assign the necessary 
cause of this pleasure^ because we know neither the nature of 
an idea, nor the substance of a htunan soul^ which might help 
us to discover the conformity or disoOTeeableness of the one to 
the other; and therefore, for want oi such a light, all that we 
can do, in speculations of "^this kind, is to reflect on those 
operations of the soul that are most agreeable^ and to range, 
under their proper heads, what is pleasing or displeasing to 
the mind, without being able to trace out tlie severfd necessary 
and efficient ectiUes from whence the pleasure or displeasure 


7 Swiff’s Sermons on the Trinity. 
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arises.’’* The reader will observe that in this passage I have 
distinguished hy italics all those words in the body of the 
sentence, no fewer than seven, at any of which, if there were a, 
full stop, the construction of the preceding part would be com- 
plete. The fault here is solely in the length of the whole, and 
in the number of the parts. The members themselves are 
well connected. • 

In the next example we have both the faults above men- 
tioned in one sentence : Last year a paper was brought here 
from Enghmdj called a Dialogue between the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and Mr. which we ordered to be burnt 

by the common hangman^ as it well deserved^ though we have 
no more to do with his G race of Canterbury, than you have with 
the Archbishop of Dublin^ whom you tamely suffer to be abused 
openly^ and by name^ by that paltry rascal of an observator; 
and lately upon an affair wherein he had no concern^ I mean the 
business of the missionary of Drogheda^ wherein our excellent 
primate was engaged^ and did nothing but according to law and 
discretion.”^ Hardly will you find in any of the worst English 
writers a more exceptionable sentence in point of composition 
than the preceding, which is taken from one of the best. The 
spots which might be in it will be found, on an attentive perusal, 
to be no fewer than fourteen ; the clauses are exceedingly 
unequal, abrupt, and ill-compacted. Intricacy in the structure 
of a complex sentence might also be here exemplified as a cause 
of languor. But as this error never fails to create obscurity, 
it hath been considered already under a former head. 


Part IV. — Review of what has been deduced above in 
7'egard to Ari'angernent. 

I have now briefly examined how far arrangement may con- 
tribute to vivacity, both in simple sentences and in complex, 
and from what principles in our nature it is, that the effect 
ariscth. 

In this discussion I have had occasion to consider, in re- 
gard to simple sentences, the difference between what may 
properly be called the rhetorical and natural order, and that 
which I have denominated the artificial and grammatical, or 
the customary way of combining the words in any particular 
language. I have observed, as to Ihe former, and taken some 
pains to illustrate the observation, that it is universal, that it 
J'esults from the frame of spirit in which the sentiment, what- 
ever it be, is spoken or written, that it is by consequence a 

I Spectator, No. 413, O. 

Swift’s Letter concerning the Sacramental Test. 
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sort of natural expression of that frame, and tends to commu- 
nicate it to the hearer or the reader. I have observed also, 
that this order, vi^hich alone deserves the name of natural, is 
in every language more or less cramped by the artificial or 
conventional laws of arrangement in the language ; that, iu 
this respect, the present languages of Europe, as they allow 
less latitude, are considerably inferior to Greek and Latin, 
but that English is not a little superior in this particular to 
some of the most eminent of the modern tongues. I have 
shown also that the artificial arrangement is different in different 
languages, and seems chiefly accommodated to such simple ex- 
planation, narration, and deduction, as scarcely admits the ex- 
ertion either of fancy or of passion. 

In regard to complex sentences, both compound and decom- 
pound, I have remarked the difference between the loose 
sentence and the period; 1 have observed the advantages 
and the disadvantages of each in point of vivacity, the occa- 
sions to which they are respectively suited, the rules to be ob- 
served in composing them, and the faults which, as tending to 
enervate the expression and tire the reader, ought carefully to 
be avoided. I have also made some remarks on the different 
kinds of antithesis, and the uses to which they may properly 
be applied. 

Thus much shall suffice for the general illustration of this 
article, concerning the vivacity which results from arrange- 
ment. 


CIIAPTEK IV. 


Of Hie Connectives employed in comhining the Parts 
of a Sentence. 


I AM very sensible that the remarks contained in the pre- 
ceding chapter on the particular structure and the particular 
arrangement in sentences, whether simple or complex, which 
are most conducive to vivacity, however well these remarks 
are founded, and however much they may assist us in forming 
a judgment concerning any performance under our review, 
are very far froift exhausting this copious subject ; and stil 
farther from being sufficient to regulate our practice m 
composing. 
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For this reason I judged that the observations on the 
nature and the management of connective particles contained 
in this chapter and the succeeding might prove an useful 
supplement to the two preceding ones (for they are connected 
with both), and serve at once to enlarge our conceptions on 
this subject, and to assist our practice. At first indeed I had 
intended to compj:^hend both these clfapters in the foregoing. 
J5ut when I reflected, on the other hand, not only that they 
would swell the article far beyond the ordinary bounds, but 
that, however much the topics are related, the nature of the 
investigation contained in them is both different in itself, and 
must be differently conducted, I thought it would have less 
the appearance of digression, and conduce more to perspicuity, 
to consider them severally under their proper and discriminat- 
ing titles. 

I need scarcely observe, that by connectives I mean, all those 
terms and plirases which are not themselves the signs of things, 
of operations, or of attributes, but by which, nevertheless, the 
words in the same clause, the clauses in the same member, the 
members in the same sentence, and even the sentences in the 
same discourse, are linked together, and the relations subsisting 
among them arc suggested. The last of these connexions I 
reserve for the subject of the ensuing chapter; all the rest I 
comprehend in this. The proper sunject of this is the con- 
nectives of the several parts in the sentence; the proper sub- 
ject of the next is the connectives of the several sentences in 
the discourse. 


Section I . — Of Conjunctions. 

It was observed already concerning the connectives, that of 
all the parts of speech they are the most unfriendly to vivacity. 
In their nature they arc the least considerable parts, as their 
value is merely secondary. Yet, in respect of the difficulty 
there is in culling and disposing them, they often prove to an 
author the most considerable. In themselves they are but the 
taches which serve to unite the constituent parts m a sentence 
or a paragraph. Consequently, the less conspicuous they are, 
the more perfect will the union of the parts be, and the more 
easily will the hearer glide, as it were, from one word, clause, 
or member of a period into anoth*er. The more observable 
they are, the less perfect will the union be, and the more diffi- 
culty will the hearer pass on from member to member, from 
clause to clause, and from word to word. The cohesion of the 
parts of a cabinet or other piece of furniture ^eems always the 
*^^’0 complete, the less the pegs and tacks, so necessary to 
^flect it, are exposed to view. 
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It is a secret sense of the truth of this doctrine with regard 
to language, which imperceptibly, as taste improves in a 
nation, influences the writers to prefer short to long con- 
junctions. With us, in particular, it is the more necessary to 
attend to this circumstance, as the nouns and the verbs, wmcli 
are the most significant words, are mostly monosyllablea. 
For as every thing iar judged by comparison, polysyllabic 
conjunctions must appear the more cumbersome on that very 
account. Happily enough at present our conjunctions and 
relatives in most frequent use (for the last also are merely a 
species of connectives) are monosyllables.^ A few which do 
not occur so often are dissyllables.^ Almost all the polysyllabic 
conjunctions are now either disused altogether, or occur but 
rarely.® 

In the ancient style which obtained in this island, the con- 
junctions were sometimes lengthened and rendered remarkable 
by combining them together. Thus the particle thatj which 
is both a conjunction and a relative, was annexed to most of* 
them. Two centuries ago we should not have said, After 
I have spoken,” but, After that I have spoken.” In like 
manner we should then have said, because that^ before fhatj 
although tltat, whilst that^ until that^ except ihaty unless that^ 
since thaty and seeing that Sometimes they even used if 
that, for that, and when that. This particle seems to have 
been added in order to distinguish the conjunction from the 
preposition or the adverb, as the word to which it was 
annexed was often susceptible of both uses, and sometimes 
of all the three.'^ But the event hath shown that this ex- 
pedient is quite superfluous. The situation marks sufficiently 
the character of the particle, so that you will rarely find an 
ambiguity arising from this variety in the application. The 


1 Such are the following, in several of which the constituent syllable is also 
short, andj too, or, nor, nay, yea, hut, yet, if, tho\ lest, than, as, ere, till, since, so, 
for, that, whilst, when, who, whose, whom, which, what. 

* These are, also, likewise, before, after, because, besides, further, again, 
unless, whereas, altho\ 

» These are, however, moreover, nevertheless, notwithstanding that, insomuch 
that, albeit, furthermore, forasmuch as. The three last may be counted obsolete, 
except with scriveners, The rest cannot entirely be dispensed with. 

* The same manner of forming the conjunctions is retained to this day both 
in French and in Italian. Tltey are in French, apris que, parce que, avant que, 
bien que, de peur que, tandis que, jusqu*hce que, d moins que, depuis que, lors que; 
in Italian, suhito eke, percio che, prima che, anchora eke, per tema che, mentre die, 
sin tanto che, altro che, da che, gia ^ia che. An effect of the improvement of taste, 
though not in the same degree, may be observed in both these languages, 
similar to that which hath been remarked in English. Some drawling con- 
junctions formerly used are now become obsolete, as, in French, encore bten 
gue, bien entendu que, comme ainsi soit que ; in Italian, condo fosse cosa che, pur 
taqual cosa che, gia sia cosa che. The necessary aid of the particle que in Frenc i 
for expressing the most different and even contrary relations, riath 

their celebrated critic and grammarian Abb^ Girard to style it the conductiv 
conjunction. The same appellation may be assigned with equal propriety 
the che in Italian. 
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disuse therefore of such an unnecessary appendage is a real 
improvement. 

The relatives, as was hinted before, partake of the nature 
of conjunction, both as they are the instruments of linking 
the members of sentences together, and as they have no inde- 
pendent signification of their own. These, when in coupling 
the clauses of a paragraph they are joined with a preposition, 
form what may properly be termed a sort of complex conjunc- 
tions. Such are, according to the original form of the words, 
upon lohich^ unto which^ with that^ by which^ or, according to a 
method of combining entirely analogical in our language, 
whereupon^ whereunto^ therewith^ whereby. In the use of such 
drawling conjunctions, whether in the loose or in the compound 
form, there is considerable risk, as is evident from the principles 
above explained, of rendering the sentence tiresome, and the 
expression languid. 

Some writers, sensible of the effect, seem totally to have 
mistaken the cause. Tiiey have imputed the flatness to the 
combination, imagining that the uncompounded form of the 
preposition and the pronoun would nowise affect the vivacity 
of the style. Lord Shaftesbury was of this opinion, and his 
authority hath misled other writers. His words are : They 
have of late, it’s true, reformed in some measure the gouty 
joints and darning work of lohereunto^Sy tvherebi/sy thereof 
therewitKsy and the rest of this kind ; by which complicated 
periods are so curiously strung, or hooked on, one to another, 
after the long-spun manner of the bar or pulpit.” ® Accord- 
ingly several authors have been so far swayed by this judg- 
ment, as to condemn, in every instance, this kind of compo- 
sition of the adverbs wherej here^ and there^ with prepositions* 
But if we would be satisfied that the fault, where there is a 
fault, doth not lie in the composition, let us make the experi- 
ment on one of the long-spun complicated periods of which the 
author speaks, by resolving the whereupon into upon which, by 
saying unto which, for whereunto, and so of the rest, and I am 
greatly deceived, if we find the darning work less coarse, or 
the joints less gouty, than they were before this correction. 
And if in any case the combined shall displease more than the 
primitive form, I suspect that the disuse will be found the 
cause and not the consequence of its displeasing. 

Compositions of this sort^ with ^dissyllabic prepositions, are 
now mostly obsolete, and it would be silly to attempt to revive 
them. But with several of the monosyllabic prepositions they 
are still used* I shall therefore here offer a few arguments 

* Misc. V. chap. 1 . For the same reason we should Condemn the quaprop* 

quamobrem, quctndoquidem^ quemadmodum, of the Latin, whose composition 
and use are pretty similar. To these a good writer will not fVequently recur ; 
out their best authors have not thought fit jto reject them altogether. 
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against dispossessing them of the ground which they still 
retain. First, they occasion a little variety. And even this, 
however inconsiderable, unless some inconvenience could be 
pleaded on the opposite side, ought, in conjunctions especially, 
for a reason to be given afterwards, to determine the matter. 
Secondly, they sometimes, without lengthening the sentence, 
interrupt a run of monosyllables (a thing extremely disagree- 
able to some critics), very opportunely substituting a dissyl- 
lable instead of two of the former. Thirdly, they in certain 
cases even prevent a little obscurity, or at least inelegance. It 
was observed, on a former occasion, that when any relative 
occurs oftener than once in a sentence, it will seldom be com- 
patible with the laws of perspicuity that it should refer to 
different antecedents. And even if such change of the refer- 
ence should not darken the sense, it rarely fails to injure the 
beauty of the expression. Yet this fault, in long periods and 
other complex sentences, is often scarcely avoidable. Some- 
times the only way of avoiding it is by changing an of ivhtch^ 
in whichj or hy wltichj into whereof wherein^ or loherehy. 
This will both prevent the too frequent recurrence of the syl- 
lable whichy none of the most grateful in the language ; and 
elude the apparent inaccuracy of using the same sound in 
reference to different things. Fourthly, more is sometimes 
expressed by the compound than by the primitive form, and, 
consequently, there are occasions on which it ought to be pre- 
ferred. The pronouns ihisy thaty and whichy do not so na- 
turally refer to a clause or a -sentence as to a word ; nor do the 
two first refer so naturally to a plural as to a singular; 
whereas the compounds of heroy thercy and wherey do, with 
equal propriety, refer to all these. Few will pretend that the 
place of therefore w^ould be properly supplied by for thaty or 
that with what would be in every case an equivalent for tohere- 
with; or after thisy for hereafter; but even in other instances 
not quite so clear, we shall on examination find a difference. 
In such a sentence as this, for example, I flattered her 
vanity, lied to her, and abused her companions, and thereby 
wrought myself gradually into her favour it is evident that 
the words by that would here be intolerable ; and if you should 
say by theee actionsy or by so doing y the expression would be 
remarkably heavier and more awkward. 

The genuine source of most of these modern refinements is, 
in my opinion, an excessive*^ bias to every thing that bears a 
resemblance to what is found in France, and even a prejudice 
against every thing to which there is nothing in France cor- 
responding : — 

Whoife manners still our tardy apish nation 

Limps after, in base awkward imitation.^ 


^ Shakspeare, Richard II. 
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Hence it proceeds, that we not only adopt their words and 
idioms, but even imitate their defects, and act as if we thought 
it presumption to have any words or phrases of our own, to 
which they have nothing correspondent. I own that this may 
happen insensibly, without design or affectation on the part of 
our writers ; and that either from the close intercourse which 
we have with that nation, or from the great use that we make 
of their writings, and the practice now so frequent of trans- 
lating them. But that I may not be thought unreasonable in 
imputing to this cause what is not justly chargeable on it, I 
sliall specify in the margiq. a few instances wherein the penury 
of the French language hath, in the way of which I am 
speaking, been hurtful to the English.’’ 

’’The local adverbs are very properly classed w^ith us, as in Latin, into 
three orders, for denoting rest or motion in a place, motion to it, and motion 
from it. In every one of these orders, there are three adverbs to denote this 
place, that place, and rvhat, or tvhich place, interrogatively or relatively. In 
French there are only two orders, the first and second being confounded. 
See the scheme subjoined. 

1 2 3 1&2 3 

4 { Here Hither Hence. ( Ici D'ici. 

u) 1 There Thither Thence. g < LA. De lA. 

(§ ( Where Whither Whence. £ C Oil D’oii. 

Since the restoration, which I take to be neither the only nor the earliest, but 
the most successful era, in regard to the introduction of French books, French 
sentiments, and French modes, into this island, the adverbs of the first order 
have almost always been employed in conversation, and frequently in print, 
for those of the second. Thus we say, “ Where are you going? and some- 
times, “ Como heref* though the only proper adverbs, in such cases, bo 
whither and hither. Another instance the above scheme furnishes of the ab- 
surd tendency wo have to imitate the French, even in their imperfections. 
The local adverbs of the third order arc with them distinguished from those 
of the first and second only by prefixing the preposition de, which signifies 
from. This is manifestly the origin of those pleonastic phrases in English, 
from hence^ from thence^ and from whence. I shall produce another evidence 
of the bad effect of this propensity. So many of Nature’s works are known 
to us by pairs, the sexes for example, and the most of the organs and the 
members of the human body, and, indeed, of every animal body, that it is 
natural, even in the simplest state of society, and in the rise of language, to 
distinguish the dual number from the plural. And though few languages 
have made, or, at least, retained this distinction in the declension of nouns, 
yet most have observed it in the numeral adjectives. The English, in par- 
ticular, have observed it with great accuracy, as appears from the annexed 

scheme : — 

When the discourse is of - two ; when it is uf several. 

Collectively . - - - Both. - - - - All. 

Distributively - - - - Each. - - - - Every. 

Indiscriminately . « - Eitlvjr. ... Any. 

Exclusively - - - - Neither. - - - - None. 

Relatively and Interrogatively - Whether ... - Which. 

This distinction in French hath been overlooked altogether, and in English 
IS beginning, at least in some instances, to be confounded. Perhaps the 
^ord every will not be found in any good writer applied to two ; but it is 
<^ertain that the word each hath usurped the place of every ^ and is now used 
pi'omiscuously by writers of all denominations, whether it be two or more 
that are spoken of. The pronominal adjective whether is now quite obsolete, 
place being supplied by which. About a century and a halt ago, whether 
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I shall otily here subjoin to these observations, that if the 
whereuntds and the iherewithaV may be denominated the 
gouty joints of style, tlie viz*s^ and the L and the e. 
for videlicet^ id esty and exempli gratia^ may not unfitly be termed 
its crutches. Like these wretched props, they are not only 
of foreign materials, but have a foreign aspect. For as a stick 
can never be mistaken for a limb, though it may, in a clumsy 
manner, do the office of one, so these pitiful supplements can 
never be made to incorporate with the sentence, which tliey 
help in a bungling manner to hobble forward. 

1 proceed to exemplify further Jn our own language the 
general observation made above, that an improvement of taste 
leads men insensibly to abbreviate those weaker parts of 
speech, the connexive particles. I have remarked already the 
total suppression of the conjunction that after because^ before^ 
although^ and many others of the same stamp, with which it 
was wont to be inseparably combined. But we have not 
stopped here. This particle is frequently omitted, w hen there is 
no other conjunction to connect the clauses, as in this example, 

Did I not tell you positively, I would go myself?’’ In order 
to construe the sentence, we must supply the word that after 
positively. Concerning this omission I shall just observe, 
what I would be understood, in like manner, to observe con- 
ceming the omission of the relatives, to be mentioned after- 
wards, that though in conversation, comedy, and dialogue, such 
an ellipsis is graceful, when, without hurting perspicuity, it 
contributes to vivacity ; yet, wherever the nature of the com- 
position requires dignity and precision in the style, this freer 
dom is hardly to be risked. 

Another remarkable instance of our dislike to conjunctions 

•1 

was invariably used of two, as appears from all the writings of that period, 
and particularly from tho translation of the Bible; thus, Matt. xxi. 31, 

“ Whether of them twain did the will of his father?” and xxiii. 17, “ Whe- 
ther is greater, the gold, or the temple?” Tho rest of this class haye 
hitherto retained their ]>laces amongst us. How long they may continue to 
do so. it will be impossible to say. Indeed, the clumsy manner in which 
these places are supplied in French, doth perhaps account for our constancy, 
as it will prove, I hope, our security against a sudden change in this parti- 
cular. It would .sound extremely awkward in our ears all the two, or the one 
or the other, and nor the one nor the other, which is a literal version of tons les 
deux, ou Vun on Vautre, and ni Vun ni Vautre, the phrases whereby both, either, 
and neither, arc expressed in French. It may be said, custom softens every 
thing, and what though several words thus fall into disuse, since (experience 
shows us that we can do without them ? I answer, first, change itself is 
bad, unless evidently for the better ; secondly, perspicuity is more effectu- 
ally secured by a greater choice of words, when the meanings are distinct ; 
thirdly, vivacity is promoted both by avoiding periphrasis, and by using 
words as much as possible limited in signiheation to the things meant by tho 
speaker ; fourthly, in an abundance without confusion, there is always greater 
scope for variety, i^nd to come to the particular defect which gave rise to 
these observations, every body must bo sensible that the frequent r^urrencu 
in French to t^ese uncouth sounds, qmi, que, qui, (meUpie, and the like, doth 
not serve to recommend the language to the ear of a stranger. 
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Is a method, for aught I know peculiar to us ; by which the 
particles though and when in construction with any of the 
tenses compounded with had^ couldy would, or should, are 
happily enough set aside as unnecessary. This is effected by 
a small alteration in the arrangement. The nominative Is 
shifted from its ordinary station before the auxiliary, and is 
placed immediately after it, as in thesS words, Had I known 
the danger, I would not have engaged in the business;” that 
is, “ If I had known the danger.” — Should you remonstrate 
ever so loudly, I would not alter my resolution,” that is, 

Though you should remonstrate,” The reason that this 

transposition cannot be admitted in the other tenses is, that in 
them it would occasion an ambiguity, and give the sentence 
the appearance of an interrogation, which it scarcely ever hath 
in the tenses above mentioned. Sometimes, indeed, the pre- 
terimperfect admits this idiom, without rendering theexpression 
ambiguous ; as in these words, Did I but know his inten- 
tion,” for Ifl did but know his intention.” — Were I pre- 
sent,” for If I were present.” The tense, however, in such 
instances, may more properly be termed an aorist, than a pre- 
terite of any kind; and the mood is subjunctive. 

Section IL — Of other Connectives. 

Now tliat I am speaking of the auxiliaries, it may not be 
amiss to remark, that they too, like the conjunctions, the re- 
latives, and the prepositions, are but words of a secondary 
order. The signification of the verb is ascertained by the 
infinitive or the participle which follows the auxiliar in the 
compound tenses of the active voice, and always by the parti- 
ciple in the passive. The auxiliaries themselves serve only to 
modify the verb, by adding the circumstances of time, affirma- 
tion, supposition, interrogation, and some others. An abridg- 
ment in these, therefore, which are but weak, though not the 
weakest parts of discourse, conduceth to strengthen the ex- 
pression. But there are not many cases wherein this is practi- 
cable. Sometimes had supplies emphatically the place oi would 
have, and ivere of would be. An instance of the first we have 
in the words of Martha to our Saviour. Lord, if thou hadst 
been here, ray brother had not died.” ® The last clause would 
have been feebler, had it been, my brother would not have 
died.” An example of the second is the words of the Israelites 
on hearing the report of the spies. Were it not better for us 
to return into Egypt for Would it not be better?” 

Blit to come to the consideration of the rfelatives; the first 
real improvement which taste hath produced here, is the dis- 
* John xi. 21* ® Num, xiv. 3. 
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mission of the article from its wonted attendance on the pronoun 
which. The definite article could no where be less necessary, 
as the antecedent always defines the meaning. Another effect 
of the same cause is the introduction of what instead of that 
which^ as, “1 remember what you told me*/^ otherwise, ‘Hhat 
which you told me.” Another is the extending of the use of the 
word tvhose^ by making it serve as the possessive of the pronoun 
which. 

The distinction between who and which is now perfectly 
established in the language. The farmer relates only to 
persons, the latter to things. But this distinction, though a 
real advantage in point of perspicuity and precision, affects 
not much the vivacity of the style. The possessive of xolw is 
properly tvhose; the pronoun which, originally indeclinable, 
had no possessive. This want was supplied in the common 
periphrastic manner by the help of the preposition and the 
article. But as this could not fail to enfeeble the expression, 
when so much time was given to mere conjunctives, all our best 
authors, both in prose and in verse, have come now regularly 
to adopt in such cases the possessive of who; and thus have 
substituted one syllable in the room of three, as in the example 
following: ^‘Philosophy, tvhose end is to instruct us in the 
knowledge of Nature,” — for “ Philosophy, the end of which is to 
instruct us.” Some grammarians remonstrate. But it ought to 
be remembered, that use well established iniast give law to gram- 
mar, and not grammar to use. Nor is this acceptation of the word 
whose of recent introduction into the language. It occurs even 
in Shakspeare, and almost uniformly in authors of any character 
since his time. Neither does there appear to be any incon- 
venience arising from this usage. The connexion with the 
antecedent is commonly so close as to remove all possible 
ambiguity. If, however, in any instance, the application 
should appear ambiguous, in that instance, without question, 
the periphrasis ought to be preferred. 13ut the term thus 
applied to things could not be considered as improper, any 
longer than it was by general use peculiarly appropriated to 
persons, and, therefore, considered merely as an inflection of 
the pronoun who. Now, th^ cannot be affirmed to be the case 
at present. 

Though to limit the signification of the pronouns would at 
first seem conducive to precision, it may sometimes be lolloweu 
with inconveniences which Vould more than counterbalance 
the advantage. “ TJuitf says Dr. Lowth, “ is used indifferently 
both of persons and things, but perhaps would be more properly 
confined to the latter.” ^ Yet there are cases wherein we cannot 
conveniently dispense with this relative as applied to persons; 


^ Introduction, Sentences. 
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as first, after who the interrogative, Who that has any sense 
of religion would have argued thus ?” Secondly, when persons 
make but a part of the antecedent ; ‘‘ The men and things that 
he hath studied, have not contributed to the improvement of his 
morals.” In neither of these examples could any other relative 
be used. In the instances specified by Dr. Priestley,^ the that^ 
if not necessary, is at least more elegant than the loho. The 
first is after a superlative, as, He was the fittest person that 
could tlicn be found;” the second is after the pronominal ad- 
jective the same; as, ^^.He is the same man that you saw be- 
fore.” And it is even probable that these are not the only 
cases. 

The possessive its of the neuter personal pronoun it^ hath 
contributed in the same way, though not a relative, both to 
abbreviate and to invigorate the idiom of the present age. It is 
not above a century and a half since this possessive was first 
brought into use. Accordingly you will not find it in all the vul- 
gar translation of the lUble. Its place there is always supplied 
cither by the article and the preposition, as in these words, 
They are of those that rebel against the light ; they know 
not the ways thereof ^ nor abide in the paths thereof for 
they know not its ways, nor abide in its paths;” or by the 
possessive of the masculine, as in this verse, The altar of 
burnt-ofierings with all his furniture, and the laver and his 
foot.” * The first method is formal and languid ; the second 
must appear awkward to English ears, because very unsuitable 
to the genius of the language, which never, unless in the 
figurative style, as is well observed by Mr. Harris,^ ascribes 
gender to such things as are neither reasonable beings, nor 
susceptible of sex. 

The only other instance of abbreviation which I recollect in 
the pronouns, is the frequent suppression of the relatives who^ 
whom^ and ivhich. This, I imagine, is an ellipsis peculiar to 
the English, though it may be exemplified from authors of the 
first note ; and that too in all the cases following ; first, when 
the pronoun is the nominative to the verb ; secondly, when 
it is the accusative of an active verb ; and thirdly, when it is 
governed by a preposition. Of^the first case, which is rather 
the most unfavourable of the three, you have an example in 
these words, ‘‘ I had several men died in my ship, of calentures,” ^ 
for who died.” Of the second, which is the most tolerable, in 
these, They who affect to gueSs at the objects they cannot 
see,” ^ for WiicA they cannot see.” Of the third, in these. 
To contain the spirit of anger, is the worthiest discipline we 

\ ^ Grammar, Pronouns. ® Job xxiv. 13. 

i * Exod. xxxi. 9. ® Hermes. 

I® Gull, Trav. Honyhnhmna. ^ Bol. Phil. Es. ii. Sect. 1. 
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can put ourselves to,”^ for ^^to which we can put ourselves.” 
Sometimes^ especially in verse, both the preposition and the 
pronoun are omitted, as in the speech of Cardinal Wolsey, 
after bis disgrace, 

Had I but serv’d my God with half the zeal 
I serv’d my kjpg.® 

To complete the construction of this member of the sentence, 
the words loith which must be supplied immediately after 
zeal.” Concerning this idiom I shall only observe in general, 
that as it is the most licentious, an^ therefore the most ex- 
ceptionable in the language, it ought to be used very cautiously. 
In some cases it may occasion obscurity ; in others, by giving a 
maimed appearance to the sentence, it may occasion inelegance. 
In both these it ought carefully to be avoided.^ 

The only other part of speech which partakes of the weak- 
ness remarked in conjunctions, relatives, and auxiliary verbs, 
is prepositions. These are expressive of the relations which 
substantives, as the signs of things, bear to one another, or 
to the verbs, the symbols of agency with which they are con- 
strued. They answer the same purpose in connecting words, 
which the conjunctions answer in connecting clauses. For the 
same reason the shorter these particles are, they are the better. 
The less time you bestow on the insignificant parts of a sentence, 
the more significant will the whole appear. Accoi'dingly, in all 
languages the prepositions are commonly among their shortest 
words. With us such of them as are in most frequent use 
consist of one short syllable only.* And even those which 
occur seldomer, rarely exceed two syllables.® 

On this part of speech the improvements have not been so 

® Spectator, No. 488. T. ® Shakspeare’s Henry VIII. 

^ In French, by an idiom not unlike, the antecedent is often dropped, and 
the relative retained, as in this example, “II ne faut pas se fier d qui a 
beaucoup d’ambition,” “ A qui,” for “ a celui qui.” The idiom is not the 
game in Italian, for though the antecedent is sometimes droj)ped, there is pro- 
perly BO ellipsis, as the relative is changed : as thus, “ Lo stainpatewe a chi 
leggie,” for a quel che. This is exactly similar to the English what for that 
wnwh. By poetic license there is sometimes an ellipsis of the antecedent in 
English verse, as in this line of Hry^n, Georg. 2, 

Which who would learn as soon may tell the sands. 

Who for he who. More rarely when the antecedent is the regimen of a verb, as 

I gladly shun’d who gladly <!ed from me. Rom. and Juliet. 

Who for him who ; but never when it is the regimen of a preposition. 

* Such are, at, in, of, from, till, too, for, by, through, near, with, on, off, 

* Such are, above, below, along, acroes, amid, around, beyond, within, without, 
beside, among, between, except, ft may not be amiss to observe, that though the 
French in the commonest prepositions have the advantage of us by reas<m of 
their frequent elisions, the coalition of some of them with the article, and their 
pronominal particles yand en, they have nevertheless greatly the disadvantage 
in the less common, which with them are not so properly denominated preposi- 
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considerable (nor was there equal need) as on the conjunctions 
and the relatives. Yet even here the progress of taste hath not 
been entirely without effect. The until and unto^ are now 
almost always, and the upon^ very often, contracted into till 
and to and on. The to and the for are in some cases, without 
occasioning any inconvenience, and with a sensible advantage 
in point of energy, discarded altogether. Thus we say, ‘^For- 
give us our debts,” and not forgive to us our debts.” I have 
gotten you a license,” and not, have gotten a license for 
you.^^ The same manner hath also obtained in some otner 
modern tongues. What I am next to mention is peculiar to 
us ; the preposition of is frequently supplied by the possessive 
case of the noun. Lastly, which is a real acquisition in respect 
of vivacity, when two or more nouns are conjoined in the same 
construction, it is not necessary in English, as in French, that 
the preposition of the first be repeated before each of the sub- 
sequent nouns. This ought to be done only in those cases 
wherein either perspicuity or harmony requires it. 

Now that I am on the subject of the prepositions, it will not 
be improper to consider a peculiarity which is often to be found 
with us in their arrangement. In every other language the 
preposition is almost constantly prefixed to the noun which it 
goveras ; in English it is sometimes placed not only after the 
noun, but at a considerable distance from it, as in the following 
example. The infirmary was indeed never so full as on this 
day, xoMcIl I was at some loss to account /or, till upon my 
going abroad, I observed that it was an easterly wind.”^ Here 
no fewer than seven words intervene between the relative 
tvliich, and the preposition for belonging to it. Besides, the 

tions as prepositive phrases that supply the place of prepositions. In evidence 
of this take the French translation of all tho dissyllaoic prepositions above 
mentioned, except the four last. These are, au dessus de, au dessous de, le lon$ 
dey au travers dcy au milieu dcy autour de, au dela de, au dedans de, au dehors do» 
On comparing tho two languages merely in point of vivacity, the French, X 
think, excels in the colloquial and epistolary style, where the recurrence must 
he frequent to those petty aids of discourse, the prepositions first mentioned, 
and where there is little scope for composition, as there are almost no complex 
sentences. The English, on the contrary, excels in the more elaborate style 
of history, philosophy, and oratory, wh^e a greater variety of prepositions is 
needed, anil where there is more frequenfoccasion of recurring to the conjunc- 
tions. These indeed are rather unwieldy in French; and I am not sure but a 
tacit conviction of this is the cause that asort of detached aphoristic style is get- 
ting much into vogue with their authors. I shall remark here also, that their 
vivacity of expression is often attained at the expense of perspicuity. “ La per- 
sonne qui I’aime,^’ mean either, “ Ths person who loves him,” “The per-^ 
son who loves her,” or, “ The person who loves it.” Nay more, though there 
is a difference in writing between qui Vaime, and quilaime, there is no difference 
in sound, and therefore the same phrase spoken may also mean, “ The person 
whom he loves. ” In Italian there are several periphrastic prepositions in the 
same taste with the French, as “ a Hntprno di, di Id, di, in mezzo di, dentro di,fuori 
di, di sopra di, di sotto di. There are only two prepositions in French which we 
are obliged to express by circumlocution. These are, cliez, at the house of, and 
selon, acoording to. 

* Spectator, No. 440. C. 
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preposition doth not here precede its regimen, but follow it. 
One would imagine, to consider the matter abstractly, that this 
could not fail in a language like ours, which admits so few in- 
flections, to create obscurity. Yet this in fact is seldom or 
never the consequence. Indeed the singularity of the idiom 
hath made some critics condemn it absolutely. That there is 
nothing analogous in any known tongue, ancient or modern, 
hath appeared to them a sufficient reason. I own it never 
appeared so to me. 

If we examine the matter independently of custom, we shall 
find that the preposition is just as closely connected with the 
word, whether verb or noun, governing, as with the word, 
whether noun or pronoun, governed. It is always expressive of 
the relation which the one bears to the other, or of the action of 
the one upon the other. And as the cause in the order of Nature 
precedes the effect, the most proper situation for the preposition 
is immediately after the word governing, and before the word 
governed. This will accordingly in all languages be found the 
most common situation. But there are cases in all languages, 
wherein it is even necessary that the word governing should 
come after the word governed. In such cases it is impossible 
that the preposition should be situated as above described. 
Only half of the description is then attainable ; and thespeakeris 
reduced to this alternative ; either to make the preposition follow 
the word governing, in which case it must be detached from the 
word governed ; or to make it precede the word governed, in 
which case it must be detached from the word governing. 
The choice in itself arbitrary custom hath determined in 


every tongue. 

But will it be admitted as a maxim, that the custom of one 
language, or even of ever so many, may be urged as a rule in 
another language, wherein no such custom hath ever obtained? 
An argument founded pn so false a principle must certainly be 
inconclusive. With us indeed either arrangement is good; but 
I suspect that to make the preposition follow the word govern- 
ing is more suitable than the other to the original idiom of the 
tongue, as in fact it prevails mpre in conversation. The most 
common case wherein there is scope for election, is with the 
relatives rjohom and which; since these, as in the example 
quoted, must necessarily precede the governing verb or noun. 
But this is not the only case. Vivacity requires sometimes, as 
hath been shown above, that* even the governed part, if it be 
that which chiefly fixes the attention of the speaker, should 
stand foremost in the sentence. Let the following serve as an 
example : The man whom you were so anxious to discover, I 

have at length got*' information ofP We have here indeed a 
considerable hyperbaton, as grammarians term it ; there being 
no less than thirteen words interposed between the noun and 
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the preposition. Yet whether the expression can be altered for 
the better, will perhaps be questioned. Shall we say, Of the 
man whom you were so anxious to discover, I have at length 
got information ?” Who sees not that by this small alteration, 
not only is the vivacity destroyed, but the expression is ren- 
dered stiff and formal, and therefore ill adapted to the style of 
conversation ? Shall we then restore^what is called the gram- 
matical, because the most common order, and say, I have at 
length gotten information of the man whom you were so anxious 
to discover?” The arrangement here is unexceptionable, but 
the expression is iinanimated. There is in the first manner 
something that displays an ardour in the speaker to be the 
messenger of good news. Of this character there are no traces 
in the last ; and in the second there is a cold and studied for- 
mality which would make it appear intolerable. So much is 
in the power merely of arrangement. Ought we then always 
to prefer this way of placing the preposition after the governing 
word ? By no means. There are cases wherein this is pre- 
ferable. There are cases wherein the other way is preferable. 
In general, the former suits better the familiar and easy style, 
which copies the dialect of conversation ; the latter more befits 
the elaborate and solemn diction which requires somewhat of 
dignity and pomp. 

But to what purpose, I pray, those criticisms which serve 
only to narrow our range, where there would be no danger of 
a trespass, though we were indulged with more liberty ? Is it 
that the genius of our language doth not sufficiently cramp us 
without these additional restraints ? But it is the unhappiness 
of the generality of critics, that when two modes of expressing 
the same thing come under their consideration, of which one 
appears to them preferable, the other is condemned in gross, as 
what ought to be reprobated in every instance. A few con- 
tractions have been adopted by some writers which appear 
harsh and affected; and all contractions without exception 
must be rejected, though ever so easy and natural, and though 
evidently conducing to enliven the expression.® One order of 
the words in a particular example seems worthy of the pre- 

* About the beginning of the present century, the tendency to contract our 
words, especially in the compound tenses of the verbs, was undoubtedly ex- 
cessive. The worst of it was, that most of the contractions were effected by 
expunging the vowels, even where there was no hiatus, and by clashing to- 
gether consonants of most obdurate sound, as Swift calls them. This pro- 
duced the animadversion of some of our ’ablest pens, Addison, Swift, Pope, 
and others, whose concurring sentiments have operated so strongly on the 
public, that contractions of every kind have ever since been in disgrace, even 
those of easy pronunciation, and which had been in use long before. Yet our 
accumulated auxiliaries seemed to require something of this kind. And though 
I am sensible that wasn’t, didn't, shouldn't, and couldnk, are intolerably bad, 
piere are others of more pleasant sound, to which our critics, without any in- 
jury to the language, might have given a pass. On the contrary, even those 
elisions whereby the sound is improved, as when the succession of an initial 
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ference ; and it must be established as a rule, that no other 
order in any case is to be admitted. 

But we are not peculiar in this dispositiofi, though we may 
be peculiar in some of our ways of exerting it. The French 
critics, and even the academy, have proceeded, if not always in 
the same manner, on much the same principle, in the improve- 
ments they have made on their language* They have indeed 
cleared it of many, if not of all their low idioms, cant phrases, and 
useless anomalies ; they have rendered the style in the main 
more perspicuous, more grammatical, and more precise than it 
was before. But they have not known where to stop. Their 
criticisms often degenerate into refin'ements, and every thing is 
carried to excess. If one mode of construction, or form of ex- 
pression, hath been lucky enough to please these arbitrators of 
the public taste, and to obtain their sanction, no different mode 
or form must expect so much as toleration. What is the con- 
sequence ? They have purified their language ; at the same 
time they have impoverished it, and have, in a considerable 
measure, reduced all kinds of composition to a tasteless uni- 
formity. Accordingly, in perhaps no language, ancient or 
modern, will you find so little variety of expression in the 

to a final vowel is prevented (which in all languages men have a natural pro- 
pensity to avoid by contracting), as Vm for I am ; or when a feeble vowel is 
suppressed without harshness, as in the last syllable of the preterites of our 
regular verbs (which without a contraction we can never bear in verse) ; or 
when some of our rougher consonants are cut off after other consonants as 'em 
for them; (these I say) have all shared the same fate. Some indulgence, I 
think, may still be given to the more familiar style of dialogues, letters, essays, 
and even of popular addresses, which like comedy are formed on the dialect 
of conversation. In this dialect, wherein all language originates, the eager- 
ness of conveying one’s sentiments, the rapidity and ease of utterance, neces- 
sarily produce such abbreviations. It appears indeed so natural, that 1 think 
it requires that people be more than commonly phlegmatic, not to say stupid, 
to be able to avoid them. Upon the whole, therefore, this tendency, in my 
pinion, ought to have been checked and regulated, but not entirely crushed. 
That contracting serves to improve the expression in vivacity is manifest ; it 
was necessary only to take care that it mi^ht not hurt it in harmony or in 
perspicuity. It is certainly this which constitutes one of the greatest beauties 
m French dialogue; as by means of it, what in other languages is expressed 
by a pronoun and a preposition, they sometimes convey not by a single syl- 
lable, but by a single letter. At the same time, it must be owned, they have 
never admitted con traertions that could justly be denominated harsh; that 
they have not, on the other hand, been equally careful to avoid such as are 
equivocal, hath been observed already. We are apt to imagine, that there 
is something in the elision of letters and contraction of syllables that is par- 
ticularly unsuitable to the grave and solemn style. This notion of ours is, I 
suspoot, more the consequence of {he disuse than the cause; since such ab- 
breviations do not offend the severest critic, when they occur in books written 
in an ancient or a foreign language. Even the sacred penmen have not dis- 
dained to adopt theni into the simple, but very serious style of holy writ. 
Witness the for »ai lya#', aw* t/xov, for arta tfxoi/, mhuvcc for Kett fsiiVdf, and 
many others. No doubt desuetude alone is sufficient to create an uiisuitable- 
ness in an^r language.* I will admit further, that there is some convenience 
In discrimmating the different characters of writing by some such differences 
in the style. For both these reasons, I should not now wish to see them Re- 
vived ill performances of a serious or solemn nature. 
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various kinds of writing, as in French. In prose and verse, in 
philosophy and romance, in tragedy and comedy, in epic and 

E astoral, the difference may be very great in the sentiments, 
ut it is nothing, or next to nothing, in the style. 

Is this insipid sameness to be envied them as an excellence ? 
Or shall we Britons, who are lovers of freedom almost to 
idolatry, voluntarily hamper ourselves in the trammels of the 
French academy ? Not that I think we should disdain to re- 
ceive instruction from any quarter, from neighbours, or even 
from enemies. But as we renounce implicit faith in more im- 
portant matters, let us renounce it here too. Before we adopt 
any new measure or limitation, by the practice of whatever na- 
tion it comes recommended to us, let us give it an impartial ex- 
amination, that we may not, like servile imitators, copy the bad 
with the good. The rules of our language should breathe the 
same spirit with the laws of our country. They ought to prove 
bars against licentiousness, without being checks to liberty. 

Section III. — Modem languages compared with Greek and 
Latiny partxcxdarly in regard to the Composition of Sentences* 

Before I conclude this chapter, I must beg leave to offer a 
few general remarks on the comparison of modern languages 
with Greek and Latin. This I am the rather disposed to do, 
that it will serve further to illustrate the principles above laid 
down. I make no doubt but the former have some advantages 
in respect of perspicuity. I think not only that the disposition 
of the words according to certain stated rules may be made 
more effectually to secure the sentence against ambiguous con- 
struction, than can be done merely by inflection, but that 
an habitual method of arranging words which are in a certain 
way related to one another, must, from the natural influence of 
habit, on the principle of association, even where there is no 
risk pf misconstruction, more quickly suggest the meaning, than 
can be done in the freer and more varied methods made use of 
in those ancient languages. This holds especially with regard 
to Latin, wherein the number of equivocal inflections is con- 
siderably greater than in Greek ; and wherein there are no 
articles, which are of unspeakable advantage, as for several 
other purposes, so in particular for ascertaining the construc- 
tion. But whilst the latter, though in this respect inferior, are, 
when skilfully managed, by no means ill adapted for perspicu- 
ous expression, they are, in respect of vivacity, elegance, anima- 
tion, and variety of harmony, incomparably superior. I shall 
at present consider their advantage principally in point of 
vivacity, which in a great measure, when the subject is of such 
a nature as to excite passion, secures animation also. ^ 

In the first place, the brevity that is attainable iu these 
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languages gives them an immense superiority. Some testi- 
monies in confirmation of this remark may be obtained by 
comparing the Latin examples of antithesis quoted in the notes of 
the second part of the third section of the preceding chapter, with 
any English translation that can be made of these passages. And 
I suspect, if a version were attempted into any other European 
tongue, the success would»not be much better. It is remarkable, 
that in any inscription in which it is intended to convey some- 
thing strikii^ or emphatical, we can scarcely endure a modern 
language. Latin is almost invariably employed for this pur- 
pose in all the nations of Europe. Nor is this the effect of 
caprice or pedantry, as some perhaps will be apt to imagine. 
Neither does it proceed merely, as others will suppose, from 
the opinion that that language is more universally understood ; 
for I suspect that this is a prerogative which will be warmly 
contested by the French; but it proceeds from the general 
conviction there is of its superiority in point of vivacity. That 
we may be satisfied of this, let us make the trial, by translating 
any of the best Latin inscriptions or mottos which we remem- 
ber, and we shall quickly perceive, that what charms us ex- 
pressed in their idiom, is scarcely supportable when rendered 
into our own.^ The luggage of particles, such as pronouns, 
prepositions, and auxiliary verbs, from which it is Impossible for 

® Let us make the experiment on the inscriptions of some of the best devices 
or emblems that are extant. I shall give a few examples for illustration’s 
sake, from the sixth of Bouhours’ Entretiensi (V Ariste et d' Eugene, called Les 
Devises. The first shall be, that of a starry sky without the moon, as repre- 
senting an assembly of the fair, in which the lover finds not the object of 
his passion. The motto is, “Non i^Ue quod absens.” In English we must 
say, ** A thousand cannot equal one ffikt is absent.” Another instance shall 
be that of a rock in the midst of a tempestuous sea, to denote a hero who with 
facility baffles all the assaults of his enemies. The motto, “ Conantia fran- 
gere frangit.” In English, I break the things which attempt to break me.” 
In this example we are obliged to change the person of the verb, that the 
words may be equally applicable, both in the literal sense and in the figura- 
tive, an essential point in this exercise of ingenuity. The personal pronoun 
in our language must always be expressed before the verb. Now the neuter 
it will not apply to the hero, nor the masculine he to the rock ; whereas the 
first person applies equally to both. The third instance shall be that of the 
ass eating thistles, as an emblem of a parasite who serves as a butt to the 
company that entertains him. The motto, “ Pungant dum saturent.” In 
Eaglish, “Let them sting me, provided they fill my belly.” In all these, 
how nervous is the expression in the original ; how spiritless is the transla- 
tion 1 Nor is this recourse to a multitude of words peculiar to us. All Eu- 
ropean languages labour, though not equally, under the same inconvenience. 
For the French, take Bouhours’ version of the preceding mottos. The first 
is, “ Millene valent pas ce que vaut uue absente.” The second, “ 11 briso 
cequifait effort pour le briser.” "^This version is not perfectly adequate. 
The I^atin implies a number of enemies, which is not implied hero. Better 
thus “ II brise les choses qui font effort pour le briser.^’ The third is, “ Qu’ils 
me piquent, pourvu qu’ils me saoutllcnt. ” These are in no respect superior to 
the English. The Italian and the Spanish answer here a little better. Bou- 
bours himself, who is extremely unwilling, even in the smallest matters, to 
acknowledge any thing like a defect or imperfection in the French tongue, 
is neverth^ess constrained to admit, that it is not well adapted for furnishing 
such mottos and inscriptions. 
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US entirely to disencumber ourselves, clogs the expression, and 
enervates the sentiment. 

But it is not in respect of brevity only that the ancient 
tongues above-mentioned are capable of a more vivid diction 
than the modern. For when, in the declensions and conjuga- 
tions, the inflection, as is frequently the case, is attended with 
an increase of the number of syllablcfs, the expression on the 
whole cannot always be denominated briefer, even when it con- 
sists of fewer words. However, as was observed before, when 
the construction is chiefly determined by inflection, there is 
much ampler scope for choice in the arrangement, and conse- 
quently the speaker hath* it much more in his power to give 
the sentence that turn which will serve most to enliven it. 

But even this is not all the advantage they derive from this 
particularity in their structure. The various terminations of the 
same word, whether verb or noun, are always conceived to be 
more intimately united with the term which they serve to 
lengthen, than the additional, detached, and in themselves in- 
significant, syllables or particles, which we are obliged to em- 
ploy as connectives to our significant words. Our method 
gives almost the same exposure to the one as to the other, 
making the insignificant parts and the significant equally con- 
spicuous; theirs much oftener sinks, as it were, the former into 
the latter, at once preserving their use, and hiding their weak- 
ness. Our modern languages may in this respect be compared 
to the art of carpentry in its rudest state, when the union of the 
materials employed by the artizan could be effected only by the 
help of those external and coars|| implements, pins, nails, and 
cramps. The ancient languages resemble the same art in its 
most improved state, after the invention of dovetail joints, 
grooves, and mortices, when thus all the principal junctiqns are 
effected by forming properly the extremities or terminations of 
the pieces to be joined. For by means of these the union of 
the parts is rendered closer, whilst that by which their union is 
produced is scarcely perceivable. 

Addison, if I remember right, somewhere compares an epic 
poem (and the same holds, though in a lower degree, of every 
other literary production), written in Greek or inT^atin, to a 
magnificent edifice, built of marble, porphyry, or granite, and 
contrasts with it such a poem or performance in one of our ^ 
modern languages, which he likens to such a building executed 
in freestone, or any of those codrser kinds of stone which 
abound in some northern climates. The latter may be made 
to answer all the essential purposes of accommodation as well 
as the former, but as the materials of which it is constructed 
are not capable of receiving the same polish, •and consequently 
cannot admit some of the finer decorations, it will not only be 
inferior in beauty, but its imitative oniaments will be much less 

DD 



402 


THE PlilLOSOPHY 


[book. ni. 


lively and expressive. It may nevertheless be equal to the 
other both in grandeur and in utility. If the representations 
that have been given of the Chinese language are genuine, if 
all their words are monosyllabic and indeclinable, if every rela- 
tion and circumstance, even time and number, must be expressed 
by separate particles, I should think a performance in their 
tongue might be justly Compared to a building in bidck, which 
may be both neat and convenient, but which hardly admits the 
highly ornamented finishing of any order of architecture, or in- 
deed any other species of beauty than that resulting from the 
perceptioti of fitness. But this only by the way. 

If I might be indulged one other similitude, I should remark, 
that the difference between the ancient Greek and Latin, and 
the modern European languages, is extremely analogous to the 
difference there is between their garb and ours. The latter will 
perhaps be admitted to be equally commodious, possibly for 
some purposes more so; but with its trumpery of buttons and 
button-holes, ligatures and plaits formally opposed to one 
another, it is stiff and unnatural in its appearance; whereas the 
easy flow and continually varied foldings of the former, are at 
once more graceful, and better adapted for exhibiting nature in 
shape, attitude, and motion, to advantage. The human figure 
is, I may say, burlesqued in the one habit, and adorned by the 
other. Custom, which can conciliate us to any thing, prevents 
us from seeing this in ourselves and in one another; but we 
quickly perceive the diflerence in pictures and statues. Nor is 
there a painter or a statuary of eminence who is not perfectly 
sensible of the odds, and whg^would not think his art degraded 
in being employed to exhibit the reigning mode. Nay, in re- 
gard to the trifling changes, for they are but trifling, which 
fashiop is daily making on our garments, how soon are we our- 
selves brought to think ridiculous, what we accounted proper, 
not to say elegant, but two or three years ago; whereas no dif- 
ference in the fashions of the times and of the country can 
ever bring a man of taste to consider the drapery of the toga 
or of the pallium as anj way ludicrous or offensive. 

Perhaps I have carried the comparison further than was at 
first intended. What hath been said, however, more regards 
the form or structure, than the matter of the languages com- 
pared. Notwithstanding the preference given above in point 
^ of form to the ancient tongues, the modern may, in point of 
matter (or the words of which the language is composed), be 
superior to them. I am inclined to think that this is actually 
the case of some of the present European tongues. The ma- 
terial which constitute the riches of a language will always 
bear a proportion ‘to the acquisitions in knowledge made by the 
people* Bor this reason, I snould not hesitete to pronounce that 
English is considerably richer than Latin, and in the main 
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fitter for all the subtle dis^j^uisitions both of philosophy and of 
criticism. If 1 am more doubtful in regard to the preference, 
when our tongue is compared with Greek, notwithstanding the 
superiority of our knowledge in arts and sciences, the reason 
of my doubt is, the amazing ductility of that language, by which 
it was adapted to express easily in derivations and compositions, 
new indeed but quite analogical, ancT therefore quite intelli- 
gible, any discoveries in the sciences, or invention in the arts, 
that might at any time be made in their own, or imported from 
foreign countries. Nay, it would seem to be a general convic- 
tion of this distinguishing excellence, that hath made Europeans 
almost universally recur to’Greek for a supply of names to those 
things which are of modern invention, and with which the 
Grecians themselves never were acquainted, such as micro- 
scope, telescope, barometer, thermometer, and a thousand 
others. 


CHAPTER V. 

Of the Connectives employed in cornhining the Sentences in a 
Discourse, 

Ix the preceding chapter I have ’discussed what I had to offer 
on the manner of connecting the words, the clauses, and the 
members of a sentence. I intend in the present chapter to con- 
sider the various manners of connecting the sentences in a dis- 
course, and to make some remarks on this subject, for the as- 
sistance of the composer, which are humbly submitted to the 
judgment of the reader. 


Section I. — The Necessity of Connectives for this Purpose. 

It will scarcely be doubted by any person of discernment, 
that as there should always be a natural connexion in the senti- , 
ments of a discourse, there should generally be corresponding to 
this, an artificial connexion in the signs. Without such a con- 
nexion the whole will appear a sort of patch-work, and not a 
uniform piece. To suen a style we might justly apply the 
censure which the emperor Cmigula gave of Seneca’s, that is 
‘^sand without lime,”^ the parts having no* cohesion. As to 
the connexion of periods ana other sentences, it is formed, like 
I Arena sine cake. 
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that of words, clauses, and members, mostly by conjunctions, 
frequently by pronouns, the demonstrative especially, ** and 
sometimes by other methods, of which I shall soon have occa- 
sion to take notice. 

When facts are related in continuation, or when one argu- 
ment, remark, or illustration, is with the same view produced 
after another, the conjiAction is a copulative.^ If the senti- 
ment in the second sentence is in any way opposed to that 
which Immediately precedes, an adversative is employed to con- 
join them.^ If it is produced as an exception, there are also 
exceptive conjunctions for the purpose.^ Both the last-men- 
tioned orders are comprehended udder the general name dis- 
junctive. If the latter sentence include the reason of what had 
been affirmed in the preceding, the causal is used.^ If, on tlic 
contrary, it contain an inference, it must be introduced by an 
illative,^ Besides these, there is in every tongue a number of 
phrases, which have the power of conjunctions in uniting sen- 
tences, and are of great utility in composition, both for enabling 
the orator to hit with greater exactness the relations almost in- 
finitely diversified that may subsist between the thoughts, and 
for the variety they afford in that part of speech, wherein 
variety is more needed than in any other.^ It likewise deserves 
our notice, that several of those words which arc always classed 
by grammarians and lexicographers among the adverbs, have, 
in uniting the several parts of a discourse, all the effect of con- 
junctions.® The general name of connexive I shall therefore 
apply indiscriminately to them all. 


Section 11. — Observations on the Manner of using the 
Connectives in combining Sentences. 

It remains to make a few obseiwations with regard to the 
right manner of using the materials above specified, for con- 
necting sentences and paragraphs. It is not indeed by any use 
of them, that we can propose to add much energy to the style, 
for that is rarely the gift of these particles ; but we may employ 
them so as to preclude the irksomeness and langour which 
invariably reault from an improper use of them. 

My first observation shall be, that as there axe many con- 

• This, that, such. « 

• And, now, also, too, likewise, again, besides, further, moreover, yea, nay, nor. 

1 But, or, however, whereas. * Yet, nevertheless. 

s For* ^ * Then, therefore. 

• Add to this, in like manner, on the contrary, m short, to proceed, to return, 
to conclude. We might produce phrases, if necessary, corresponding to each 
of the above orders. • 

• Such are some adverbs of time, as then, signifying at that time, hith^to, 
former^; of place, as here, thui, far; of order, As first, secondly, finally ; of re- 
semblance, as thus, accordingly} of contrariety, as the, otherwise, contrariwise. 
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junctions and connective phrases appropriated to the coupling 
of sentences, that are never employed in joining the members of 
a sentence, so there are several conjunctions appropriated to 
the latter use, which are never employed in the former ; and 
some that are equally adapted to both these purposes. I'his 
distinction in connectives will be found in different instances to 
flow from different sources. In some It is a natural distinction 
arising from the very import of the words ; in which case we 
shall always find, on inquiry, that it obtains alike in every 
tongue. In other instances, it is a distinction merely custom- 
ary, founded on the usages which prevail in a particular lan- 
guage. ^ ’ 

As to those particles which are naturally fitted for conjoining 
clauses and members, but not sentences, they are chie% the 
comparative,^ the hypothetical, and the intentional.® Let it 
not be imagined, that because a conjunction which falls under 
one or other of these denominations is often found in the begin- 
ning of a sentence, it serves to couple the sentence with that 
which went before. Such a connexlye will always be discovered, 
on examination, to have no reference to any thing without 
the sentence. Consider the following examples. If ye love 
me, ye will keep my commandments.” Though I tell you what 
I am, ye will not believe me.” That I might save sinners, I 
came into the world.” It is manifest that the conjunction 
wherewith each of these sentences begins, marks singly the 
relation that subsists between the two following clauses, or the 
nature of the dependence which the one has on the other. It 
is not even implied in the expression, that any thing had been 
said before. Accordingly, the same sense, without any vari- 
ation, is expressed when the clauses are transposed ; though 
sometimes the one arrangement will exhibit it with greater 
energy than the other. Thus, “ Ye will keep my command- 
ments, if ye love me Ye will not believe me, though I tell 
you what I am and ‘‘ I came into the world, that I might 
save sinners,” are precisely the same sentiments with those con- 
tained in the examples produced. 

But may not the subordinate part connected with the ad- 
ditional particle, properly constitute one sentence, and the 
declaration another? Impossible. Every sent^ce must con- 
tain the enunciation of some proposition distinctly intelligible 
by itself, and expressive of some judgment, desire, or purpose 
of the speaker. But what only pbints to the motive or con- 
dition of something yet untold, answers none of these ends. 
Thus the words, Unless ye repent,” enunciate nothing, and 
therefore convey to the hearer no information of judgment^ 

^ Ift thought although, when, unless, except 
® That, so that, insomuch that, lest. 


^ Than, 
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purpose, or desire. They give indeed the expectation of such 
information, and thereby keep up the attention, till we hear 
what follows. No sooner are the words “ ye shall perish” 
added, than we have the explicit declaration of a certain judg- 
ment or sentiment of the speaker. For this reason gramma- 
rians have justly remarked, that in every sentence there must 
be a verb in the indicative mood either expressed or implied. 
In all the three examples above given, we have it expressed in 
the second clause of their original form ; the verb in the hypo- 
thetical part, and in that which marks the intention, is properly 
in the subjunctive or potential. It matters not whether the 
mood be distinguished hj inflection, •arrangement, or particles. 
In commands, interrogations, and wishes, the indicative is not 
expressed but implied, and by the idiom of the tongue suggested 
to the understanding with sufficient clearness. The interroga- 
tive and the optative, as well as the imperative, are, in respect 
of sense, totally distinct from the two moods above mentioned ; 
though in most languages distinguished only by particles or 
arrangement.^ Thus, though in these three sentences, 
away Will ye go away ?” and Oh that ye would go away 
there is probably no indicative expressed, yet it is so manifestly 
implied, that none who understands the language can be at a 
loss to perceive, that each of them fully enunciates a certain 
affection of the speaker, a command, request, or wish. They 
signify neither more nor less than ^^I command you to go away 

desire to be informed whether ye will go away;” and 
wish that ye would go away.” 

What hath been said of the conditional and intentional par- 
ticles, holds still more evidently of the comparative particle 
than^ which as frequently it doth not even need to be followed 
by a verb in any mood, so it can never be^in the sentence with- 
out a manifest hyperbaton. The particle as is sometimes 
strictly a comparative conjunction, ouch it is in these words, 
As your fathers did, so do ye ” In this case it falls under 
the same predicament with the conditional connectives. Some- 
times it is equivalent to thus^ and may be still called a compa- 
rative particle, as it intimates some resemblance in that which 
follows to that which preceded. But this is also effected by 
the copulativcai likewise and in like manner. Such it is in the 
beginning of the similitude, 

Ab when an angeP hj divine command. ^ 

In this case it evidently connects sentences. Again, the ill(^ 
live is perfectly adapted for connecting sentences.^ The infer- 
ence itself may very properly be expressed in a proposition 

I See Hermes, Book I. chap. viii. * Addison's Campaign. 
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distinctly enunciated, and, therefore, independently intelligible. 
The conjunction serves only to intimate that the reason or evi- 
dence of this judgment, which may also be a distinct proposi- 
tion, was assigned in the words immediately preceding. This 
reasoning holds, in like manner, with.regard to the causal con- 
junction. The relation between the sentences is the same ; the 
order only is Inverted; as we have here the consequence before 
the cause. And I suppose it is too clear to need illustration, 
that there is nothing in the import of the words to hinder copu- 
latives and disjuuctives from connecting sentences as well as 
members, and members as well as sentences. Yet even among 
those that are alike fitted*for both purposes, there is some dif- 
ference in point of strength. F rom their very nature they do 
not all unite the parts with equal closeness. They are like 
cements which differ In tlieir degrees of tenacity. Thus the 
illative conjunctions and the causal, constitute a more intimate 
union than the adversative and the copulative. Again, that 
formed by demonstrative pronouns seems weaker than that 
effected by conjunctions. So much for the natural difference 
in the connectives resulting from the different import of the 
words. 

That there is also a great, though arbitrary difference, arising 
from idiom, is unquestionable. In the best writers of antiquity, 
we often meet with sentences that begin with a relative pro- 
noun, answering to our who^ whom^ or which. By all the most 
eminent writers among the moderns, not only in English, but 
in other European tongues, this practice is now, I think, care- 
fully avoided. It is custom only that can make this difference. 
When the cause is purely natural, the effect will be found the 
same in all languages. Accordingly, what was observed above 
concerning the conditional, intentional, and comparative con- 
junctions, is equally applicable to every tongue. And if we 
consider abstractly the effect of the relatives, we shall find, that 
what follows the who^ whoniy or whichy is often the enunciation 
of some judgment, purpose, or desire, which, as it may consti- 
tute a separate sentence, serves to vindicate from the charge of 
impropriety the usage of the ancients. Yet there is some 
reason also on the side of the moderns. The personal pro- 
nouns do but presuppose the subject, whether person or thing, 
to be known, and consequently, do no more than supersede the 
repetition of the name. There can be, therefore, no doubt of 
the propriety of beginning sentences with these. Whereas the 
relatives not only refer to something immediately said, that we 
may know the subject of discourse, but seem so closely to con- 
nect the part which follows with that which precedes, that the 
one makes, as it were, the description of either the nominative, 
or the regimen of the verb, in the other. In this view, they 
may be said to create a union too close to subsist conveniently 
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between different sentences. There is at least a risk, that they 
will give such an ambiguous appearance to the second, as to 
render it doubtful whether it be a separate sentence or a 
member of the foregoing. For this reason the illative where'- 
foTBy as it includes the power of the pronoun whichy doth not 
seem to be so analogically used by our writers in connecting 
sentences, as in connecting members. 

Again, as an irrefragable evidence that there is a difference 
in connectives arising purely from idiom, let it be observed, that 
we find it sometimes taking place among conjunctions of the 
same order. The causal because forms too close a union to 
subsist between separate sentences. ‘ The case is different with 
the causal /or, though in every other respect synonymous. This 
latter particle is net adapted for uniting clauses which must 
necessarily be included in the same sentence. As an evidence 
that this distinction can be attributed only to custom, we may 
remark, that it is variable, differing in different ages. For in- 
stance, in Shakspeare’s time, the causal particles seem to have 
been used promiscuously. We have at least in his writings 
several examples, in which he uses the particle /or, where 
every writer at present would say because^ as in the following 
passage : 

Heaven defend your good souls, that yo think, 

1 will your serious and great business scant, 

For she is with me.^ 

Nay, even among the copulatives, which, of all the conjunc- 
tions are the most vague in their application, there are some that 
use seems to have appropriated to the coupling of sentences, 
not of members, such as again^ further j besides; and some to 
the uniting not of sentences so properly as of paragraphs, or 
even of larger portions of writing, that commonly fall under that 
denomination, such as moreover and furthermore. 

The copulative and^ on the contrary, some critics are for 
confining to the single purpose of uniting the parts within the 
sentence, and seem to imagine that there is some impropriety 
in using it for combining sentences. But as in this opinion, 
from what hath been evinced above, it is evident they are not 
supported by any argument from the import of the words, this 
conjunction being naturally on the same footing with the other 
copulatives, so neither have they any plea from usage in its 
favour. The examples for the contested use, which might be 
produced from all the best authorities in the language, are innu- 
merable. But though use alone, in matters of language, is ever 
held a sufficient reason why things should continue in the state 
wherein we find them, when there is no positive ground for an 


^ Othello. 
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alteration, I shall, In the present case, where, indeed, I could 
never discover the vestige of a reason for change, produce two 
arguments on the opposite side against excluding this particle 
from a privilege it hath always heretofore possessed ; arguments 
which, I hope, will appear satisfactory. First, being a mono- 
syllable, it will, on a principle above explained, if not used too 
often, serve to smooth the current of the discourse; inasmuch as 
it will render the transition from sentence to sentence easier than 
it is possible to render it, when recourse is always had to con- 
nectives of greater length. Secondly, it adds one to the number 
of the copulatives, and, consequently (where variety is of im- 
portance, as it certainly fe here, on a principle presently to be 
explained), this particle, if not absolutely necessary, is at least 
convenient. \ 

My second observation Is, that one of the best expedients 
for preventing the cormexives from becoming too conspicuous, 
is to avoid the frequent recurrence to the same particles, 
especially if they consist of more than one syllable. And if 
so, with still greater reason must we ayqid recurring often to 
the same conjunctive phrases. 

I do not deny that there arc cases wherein the repetition even 
of a conjunction, like other rhetorical repetitions, may add to 
the energy of the expression. Thus when several successive 
sentences bear the same relations to one that preceded, or to 
one that is to follow, this containing the common cause, con- 
sequence, motive, or concomitant of what is signified in those, 
they may be ushered more emphatically by repeating the 
connexive than by varying it. The common relation gives a 
propriety to the figure. But such cases are rare, and easily 
distinguished. As to those which usually occur to the com- 
poser, it may be asserted to hold universally, that nothing 
will contribute more to enfeeble the style, than frequently to 
recur to the same heavy conjunctions, or long connectives, 
whatever they be. The and^ for^ huty nay, novy have 
this advantage from their brevity, that though often repeated 
they pass almost unnoticed. But who, that hath any taste, 
can endure the incessant quick returns of the alsd^s, and the 
likeivisd&y and the moreover'sy and the however^ and the notr 
xoithstq^din^^*^ An excess in these is insupporttible. It is 
a maxim in elocution that will not often be found to fail, that 
in the use of the more ignoble parts of speech there is greater 
need of variety than in the use of*such as are of higher quality. 
The verj^ significance of the nobler parts doth, as it were, sup- 
port their dignity; but since the attendance of the less noble 
IS necessary, shift them oftener, obtrude notion us always the 
same individuals, and we shall have less deisure to criticize 
them, or to advert to their insignificance. 

The third remark I shall make on this subject is, that an- 
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other useful cxj^edient for answering the same end is to vary 
the situation of the conjunction, wherever the idiom of the 
tongue and the harmony of the sentence will permit the varia- 
tion. The place where we should naturally expect to find it, 
when it connects two sentences, is doubtless the beginning of 
the second. But in most languages a little latitude is in- 
dulged on this article. In those cases, therefore, which admit 
this freedom, one, two, or more words may precede the con- 
junction, and serve as a cover to render it less observable. In 
the beginning it stands by itself ; whereas, placed in the man- 
ner now mentioned, it may be said to stand in a crowd. But 
no tongue whatever gives this indulgence in assigning a place 
to every connexive. 

With us in particular, no monosyllabic conjunction, except 
the illative ilien^ can be thus transposed.^ Our language, 
however, hath been abundantly indulgent (where indulgence 
is of greater consequence) in the power it gives us in the dis- 
posal of those which consist of more than one syllable. Thus* 
almost all the copulatives which come under this denomina- 
tion,* the disjunctives however and nevertheless^^ and the 
illative therefore^ may be shifted to the second, the third, the 
fourth place, or even further. 

It would be difficult to assign a satisfactory reason for the 
difference that hath been made in this respect, between con- 
junctions of one syllable and those of more. Yet we have 
ground to believe that it is not merely accidental, as some 
traces of the same distinction are to be found in most lan- 
guages.^ It will indeed appear, from what hath been illus- 
trated above, that the monosyllabic conjunctions need not bo 
managed with the same address as the others, there not being 
the same hazard that they would soon become tiresome. On 
the contrary, it may be said, that being of themselves so in- 
considerable, it is necessary that their situation be ascer- 
tained, in order to give them that degree of influence, with- 

* There is another monosyllabic conjunction, which, even where it connects 
sentences, is not placed in the beginning of the second. But this implies no 
transposition, as the first place could not be assigned to it without the 
violation of universal practice. The particlo I mean is the conjunction too, 
when it signifies also. Thus we say, “ He too was included m the act of 
indemnity.^ To say, “ Too he,*' would not be English. 

^ The copulative again cannot conveniently be transposed, as it would 
scaroelv fail to occasion an ambiguity, and be mistaken for the adverb 
signifying a second time. 

• The disjunctive whereas is never transposed; 

7 Ib Latin, for example, the monosyllabic conjunctions, et, wd, mtn, when 
they connect two sentences, regularly maintain there place in the beginning 
of the second ; whereas, to the dissyllables, guoque, autem, enim, more latitude 
is allowed. In French too, the monosyllables, et, mats, car, have invariably 
the same situa%)n. It is otherwise with aussi, pourtant, pourguoi, 
there is not so gre^ freedoip allowed in arranging them, as in the Englisn 
dissyllabic conjunctions. 
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out which they could not answer the purpose even of con- 
junctions. 

But it may be argued against the solution now given, and, 
indeed, against the whole of the precedent reasoning on this 
article, “How few, if any, have ever reflected on the different 
effects of these different arrangements? Or how could a 
difference, not reflected on, give rise to a difference in the 
laws by which their respective places are assigned them?” 
To this I answer, that taste alone, whose general principles 
are the same in every people, and which, like every appetite, 
seeks its own gratification, produceth insensibly, as it im- 
proves, and even where there is no direct intention, an 
improvement in the language as well as in the arts. It is by 
gradual, and what may be termed implicit compact, that the 
language, like the common law of every nation, hath obtained 
at first an establishment among them. It is to the same 
cause that the alterations to the better or to the worse, as 
knowledge and taste advance or decline among the people, 
are afterwards to be ascribed. That there should ever have 
been any formal or explicit convention or contrivance in this 
case, is an hypothesis, in my opinion, not only unsupported by 
reason, but repugnant to it.. It is the province of criticism 
and philosophy, which appear much later than language, being 
of much slower growth, and to which close attention and 
reflection are not less requisite than taste, to investigate the 
latent causes in the principles of taste, by which the various 
changes have been actually, though in a manner imperceptibly, 
produced. 

My fourth observation is, that though certain circumstances 
require that one connexive be immediateljr followed by another, 
the accumulating of these without necessity ought always to be 
avoided. There are some complex conjunctions which appear to 
be two, because in writing custom hath not combined the parts 
into one word, but are properly one in import and effect. Such 
are, as i/y so thaty insomuch tliaty and a few others. Of these 
i am not now speaking. 

As to those oetween which, though adjoined in situation, 
there is no coalition in sense, let it be observed, that — there 
are causes in which propriety requires the aid of more than 
one ; — there are cases in which the idiom of the language 
permits the use of more ; that, on the contrary, — there are 
cases in which propriety rejects the union altogether; and 
lastly, — there are cases in which idiom rejects it. Each of 
these four cases I shall consider severally. ♦ 

First, as to the cases wherein propriety requires the aid 
of more than one connexive, it was remarked formerly, that 
some conjunctions are limited to the use of ^nnecting words 
and members, whilst others are employed indiscriminately for 
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the connection of words, members, or sentences. When one 
of each kind meets in the beginning of a sentence, the inten- 
tion of the first is generally to express the relation which the 
sentence bears to that immediately preceding ; and the inten- 
tion of the second, to express the dependence of the one clause 
on the other, in the sentence so introduced. Take the following 
passage of scripture for ail example : I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go to prepare a place for you,* I will come 
again, and receive you to myself.” ® The copulative and con- 
nects the two sentences. The hypothetical conjunction if 
serves only to mark the first member of the last sentence, as 
the condition or limitation of the pfromise contained in the 
second member. The reader will observe, that I have distin- 
guished the different applications of the two conjunctions in 
this example by a difference in the character in which they are 
printed. 1 intend, for the sake of perspicuity, to adopt the 
same method in the other examples which are to be produced. 
But it is not copulatives only that may be thus combined with 
conditional particles. The causal, illative, and adversative, 
may all be employed in the same way. The first of these is 
exemplified in the following quotation : Let us not say we 
keep the commandments of the^ one, when we break the 
commandments of the other. For unless we observe both, 
we obey neither.”^ The above instances will serve to illus- 
trate the observation in all other combinations with connec- 
tives of the same order. For an examjffe of the like con- 
struction in the conjunction that^ these words of the p)Oct will 
suffice : 


If there’s a power above us ; 

And that there is, all nature cries aloud 
Thro’ all her works ; he must delight in virtue. ^ 


It is not material that the whole is here comprised in one 
sentence. The first conjunction serves to unite the member 
that precedes with that which follows ; the second to exhibit 
the connexion that subsists between the succeeding clauses. 
And what relation two connected complex sentences bear to 
the members of each, that relation bear the members of a 
complicated sentence to the clauses of which they consist. 
It was said, that the first of two conjunctions so placed is 
generally the connexive of th» sentences, and that the second 
marks the relation subsisting between the members of the 
sentence which ensues. This holds generally, but not al- 
ways. If the connective of the sentences be one of those 
particles which, agreeably to the third observation, the 

» jJohni KIV 2, 3. ’^Hooker. ^ Addison’s Cato. 
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idiom of the language permits us to transpose, it may pro- 
perly possess the second place, and the other the first, as in 
'^the example following : It is of the utmost importance to 
us, that we associate principally with the wise and virtuous. 
When, THEREFORE, we choose our companions, we ought to 
be extremely careful in regard to the choice we make.” 
The second conjunction TiiEREFOUt: is that which connects 
the sentences. The first conjunction when hath no relation 
to any thing beyond the second sentence. The only exam- 
ples I have yet produced, are those wherein one of the con- 
junctions is by its nature always appropriated to the subor- 
dinate use of connecting^ the parts of a sentence. But even 
where the two connectives are alike susceptible of both uses, 
the structure of the expression may sufficiently evince, that 
the one is employed solely to connect the sentence to what 
precedes in the discourse, and the other solely to conjoin the 
members, as in the following example: Such is the proba- 
ble consequence of the measure I now recommend. But 
howeiwr this may succeed, our duty is the same.” Of the 
different applications of the two conjunctions in this passage, 
there cannot be the smallest doubt. Sometimes a decom- 
pound sentence may be ushered by no fewer than three suc- 
cessive conjunctions; the first being the connexivc of the 
sentences; the second that which ascertains the relation 
of the members of the sentence thus introduced; the third 
that which indicates the connexion of the clauses of the first 
member of that sentence, as in the subsequent example, To 
those who do not love God, tlie enjoyment of him is unattain- 
able. NOW AS that we may love God, || it is necessary to 
know him ; so that we may know God, || it is necessary 
to study his works.” The conjunction NOW connects ^this 
period with the preceding sentence ; as is expressive of the 
relation which the first member bears to the second, beginning 
with SO ; that indicates the dependence of the first clause of 
the first member, “ we may love God,” on the second clause, 
it is necessary to know him;” and corresponds to the con- 
junction that which follows the SO, in the beginning of the 
second member, and which, in like manner, indicates the de- 
pendence of the first clause of the second member, we may 
Know God,” on the last clause, it is necessary to study his 
works.” But though the introduction of two conjunctions, 
having different references in tMfe manner above explained, is 
perfectly compatible with the rules of good writing, and often 
inevitable, I c^^nnot say so much for , the admission of three, 
whose various applications must distract the attention, and so 
create a confusion and difficulty alike inconsistent with the 
principles of perspicuity, of vivacity, or of elegance. 

Secondly, as to those cases wherein we cannot say propriety 
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requires, but the idiom of language permits, the use of more 
than one connexive, they are either wnen the connexi ves ar . of,, 
the same order; for instance, in the copulatives cmd fvnher^ 
and in like manner; in the adversatives but however; in the 
except! ves yet neverihelees^ yet notwithstanding. With regard 
to such combinations we may safely pronounce, that if the use 
of synonymas even in thO more significant parts of speech are 
for the most part incompatible with vivacity and strength, the 
like use in the more insignificant, and consequently weaker 
parts, must be still more exceptionable. Again, when the con- 
mectivea are of different, but not opposite orders, idiom often 
permits the concurrence of two, though the reference of both is 
the same ; that is, though both are intended merely to connect 
the sentence with that which preceded. Thus the copulative is 
often combined with the illative, and therefore^ or with a par- 
ticle expressive of order, and thirdly ; the causal with a particle 
expressing opposition, /or else j for otherwise ; a disjunctive ^vith 
such a particle or phrase, or on the contrary ; an adversative with 
an exceptive, but yet ; a comparative with a copulative, as also. 
It were endless to enumerate all that idiom permits us in this 
manner to conjoin. It is only by attending to the practice of 
good authors, that it can perfectly be learnt. It is not to be 
questioned, that in some instances, the use of two connectives, 
though not absolutely necessary, may be expedient both for 
rounding the period and for expressing more perfectly the re- 
lation of the sentences. But they are much more conamonly , 
the effect either of negligence, or of a vitiated taste in what 
concerns composition, and are often to be met with in the 
middling class of writers. The following will serve as an ex- 
ample of this manner : Although he was close taken up with 
the affairs of the nation, nevertJieless he did not neglect the 
concerns of his friends.” Either of the conjunctions would 
have done better than both. An author of this stamp will be^in 
a sentence thus, Whereas, on the other hand, supposing 
that”— -Who sees not, that If, on the contrary” — would ex- 
press the same connexion with more energy, as well as brevity ? 
When a speaker interlards his discourse with such accumulated 
connexives, he always suggests to a judicious hearer, the idea 
of one that wants to gain time, till he cast about for something 
to say. Yet this fault is certainly more pardonable in speaking 
than in writing. The composer may take his own time, being 
under no necessity of writing fester than he can provide and 
dispose his materials. The slowness of his invention will not 
be l^trayed to the reader fay any method more readily than by 
that which the speaker is sometimes forced to use in order to 

conceal it. • . i i 

Thirdly, as to those cases in which propriety itself forbids 
the concurrence of two conjunctions, it is impossible we should 
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fall into a mistake. They are always distln^ished by some 
ref^nancy in the import of the words, which even common 
sen*^9hows to be incompatible. Such are a copulative with a 
disjuiictive, a causal with an illative, a particle expressive of 
resemblance With one expressive of contrariety. 

Fourthly, as to those cases in which idiom alone forbids the 
concourse. These are to be learnt ‘only by practice. Thus 
idiom permits the junction of a copulative with an illative par- 
ticle, but never with a causal. We may say, and therefore, but 
not and for. We are not to seek the reason of this difference 
in the import of the terms, but in the custom of applying them. 
Again, idiom permits the use of two copulatives, but not of 
every two. We may say, and also, and likewise, but not aUo 
likewise. Two causal conjunctions are not now associated, as 
for because, nor two illatives, as therefore then. Yet in the 
dialect which obtained in the beginning of the last century, 
these modes of expression were common. Indeed, some of 
those heavy connectives which are now but little used, as more^ 
over, furthermore, over and above, are all but combinations of 
synonymous particles, and flow from a disposition which will 
perhaps ever be found to prevail where style is in its infancy. 

The fifth and last observation I shall make on this subject 
is, that it is not necessary that all the sentences in any kind of 
composition should be linked together by connective particles. 
I know of no rules that have ever been laid down for our 
direction in this particular. But as it always hath been, so, 
for aught I can perceive, it always will be, left to taste alone 
to determine when these particles ought to be used, and when 
omitted. All that occurs to me as being of any service on 
this head, may be comprised in the two following remarks* 
The first is, that the illative conjunctions, the causal and the 
disjunctive, when they suit the sense, can more rarely be dis^ 
pensed with than the ‘copulative. The second is, that the 
omission of copulatives always succeeds best, when the con- 
nexion of the thoughts is either very close or very distant. 
It is mostly in the intermediate cases that the conjunction is 
deemed necessary. When the connexion in thought is very 
distant, the emulative appears absurd, and when very close 
superfluous. For the first of these reasons, it is seldom that 
we meet with it in the be^nning of a chapter, section, or even 
paragraph, except in the Bible; and for the second, that it is 
frequently dropt in familiar narrative, where the connexion is 
so obvious as to render it useless. 
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